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2/22/11 Will Brandt   Lake Stevens     Email       Click to view message from Will Brandt 

3/4/11 Jeff Olsen   Medical Lake     Email       Click to view message from Jeff Olsen 

3/5/11 Jeff Olsen   Medical Lake     Email       Click to view message from Jeff Olsen 

3/7/11 Jeff Olsen   Medical Lake     Email       Click to view message from Jeff Olsen 

3/26/11 Dan Norman   Renton     Email       Click to view message from Dan Norman 

3/26/11 Diego Trejo   unknown     Email       Click to view message from Diego Trejo 

3/26/11 Kevin Long   Seattle     Email       Click to view message from Kevin Long 

3/29/11 John Milem       Olympia Testimony       I am from Vancouver, I am interested in the public interest in the matter of redistricting. I 
looked at the plans from the commission a decade ago.  While doing it, it occurred to me that 
there was some question in my mind on whether the commission complied with the statutory 
limitations on its authority in its statute. To test this possibility I created a congressional 
redistricting plan and legislative redistricting plan using the data furnished by the census 
bureau in census 2000. My results varied. In comparison my possible plans and the actual 
plans offered by the commission appears on the following two pages. I find no basis to 
disagree with the commission’s at least implicit conclusion using a narrow overall range of 
population the smallest possible number of counties to divide in forming legislative districts is 
16. As to the rest I do not agree with commissions apparent conclusions. The smallest 
possible numbers of counties to divide in forming congressional districts is not 7 but 4. The 
commission divided 21 municipalities in forming congressional districts and 38 municipalities 
in the forming Legislative districts. In forming CD it is unnecessary to divide anything other 
than municipalities. In forming legislative districts it is unnecessary to divide any more than 
13. Although I believe it is inappropriate but not legally required by state law or by federal 
jurisprudence to strive for 0 deviation plans I have intentionally minimized the overall ranges 
district population in the plans I have prepared to indicate the narrow or already do not 
require the division of so many counties or municipalities. Using a reasonable range overall 
ranges aloud by the Supreme Court it would have been possible to divide even fewer than my 
possible plan show. It would not be necessary to divide more than 14 counties from the 
legislative districts and the number divided municipalities could have also been reduced. I 
believe the commission should use the overall ranges permitted by the US Supreme Court in 
meeting Washington’s policy of minimizing the number of counties and municipalities. I 
encourage the commission to make great efforts to insure the plans it proposes comply with 
the statutory provisions calling for the division of a number of counties or municipalities as 
small as possible. Thank You. 

3/29/11 Steven Pruitt       Olympia Testimony       I live in the Ohop Valley in the Nisqually watershed near Eatonville WA in Pierce County. I 
have two comments I would like to make. The first I know there is a certain set of parameters 
that are already in the mix where redistricting is guided through political boundaries ect. I 
would like to propose for your consideration another tool that might be useful  when those 
parameters have been satisfied and those parameters and decisions still have to be made and 
that is that is that watersheds and sub basins as watersheds my serve as helpful boundary 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0001.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0002.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0003.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0004.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0006.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0005.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0007.pdf
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lines, they are not political at all. They would give us representation where decisions that 
need to be made in the future about the water quality can be made across county lines and 
we already have a lot of census data about them because of local service water management 
practices that keep track of who lives in what watershed.  The second comment is a little 
more out of the box. Considering when I introduced myself, I think I was the only person that 
wasn’t affiliated with an office or a political party. So I am going to offer a challenge in the 
spirit of Dr. Charles Ashton and his story who said “The way to have power is to give it away.”   
I encourage the commission to consider the possibility that ten years from now, the two party 
system won’t be the dominate form of political structure in this country and that the 
decisions that we make between now and then determine the degree in which the existing 
parties are a healthy part of a new system or whether they simple go by the wayside because 
they didn’t help us prepare for a new system. Thank you for listening. 

3/30/11 Claudia Donnelly         Email       Click to view message from Claudia Donnelly 

3/31/11 Paul Grove   Kent     Email       Click to view message from Paul Grove 

4/24/11 dnow1@   unknown     Email       Click to view message from dnow1@ 

4/25/11 Alex Bond   Bellevue     Email       Click to view message from  Alex Bond 

5/9/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Letter       Click to view document "Tenth Congressional District" 

5/10/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     Email       Click to view email: Comment for commissioners 

5/10/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Testimony       I am from Vancouver, I am an advocate for public interest in redistricting. I debated about the 
timeliness of what I want to say today but I want to get this into the conversation, so I’m 
going to talk about it and that’s the 10th CD.  There is something very strange about the 
conversation going on this year about the new CD. Almost all the chatter I’ve been hearing is 
focused on the question of where in Metropolitan Puget sound that the new district will be 
placed. I most often hear suggestions of Olympia, and North East king county, this chatter 
does not appear to be informed by a careful examination of the population data.   One way of 
looking at the state is to divide it into two parts, Metropolitan Puget Sound, composed of 5 
counties King, Pierce, Snohomish, Thurston, and Kitsap and the rest of the state, the other 34 
counties.  There is a table that shows that over the last 5 censuses, 1970’s to 2010 the five 
metropolitan Puget sound counties have always had a population between 57% and 60% of 
the state and the other 34 counties have always been in the range of 40% to 43% of this state. 
In 2010 the five metropolitan counties share of the population is less than it was 40 years ago. 
Over the 40 year period, WA gained two congressional seats; both of those went to 
Metropolitan Puget Sound. One of the effects of adding these seats in Metropolitan Puget 
Sound has been to reduce that areas share of 2nd congressional district the 1991 redistricting 
reduced the share of metropolitan Puget sound in the 2nd district to just slightly less than half.  
After 2001 it dropped to 45 %; however the member of congress from that district over the 
last decade has been from Snohomish County. It is fair to say that Metropolitan Puget Sound 
has the 6 members of congress to which its population entitles it. I urge you to place the new 
congressional district in the 34 counties which are not part of metropolitan Puget Sound. The 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0008.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0009.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0010.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0011.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0051.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0012.pdf
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question is where? I t is not often in redistricting that there is clearly one best answer to a 
question like this. Usually there are options and the relevant factors do not clearly indicate 
that one alternative is really the only one which should be considered, I do believe that this is 
the case with WA 10th CD. It will be necessary to place about 150,000 people from central 
Washington in one or more western Washington districts. In my opinion, the fairest way to 
treat these people is to place them all in one district and make that district, a district without 
an incumbent. Baring in mind the statutory direction to make the of split counties “as small as 
possible” there is only one place to find the appropriate number of people in central WA and 
place them in a district not dominated by Metropolitan Puget Sound, I propose to divide the 
2nd district combing the four northern counties Whatcom, Skagit, Island and San Juan with 
four counties east of the cascades, Chelan, Douglas, Okanogan and Ferry. To these counties it 
will be necessary to add about 100,000 people from the rural areas of King and Snohomish 
counties. This district will be unique among the state’s congressional districts. It is by far the 
most mountainous. It will be the most rural district in the state. It will be the 2nd district in the 
state in terms of value of agriculture production. It combines agriculture counties with central 
WA with the two western Washington counties which have the highest value of agriculture 
production. The part counties included are the 3rd and 4th in value agriculture production in 
western WA.  That production in King and Snohomish counties is probably disproportionately 
located in the area I am suggesting being included the new district from metropolitan Puget 
Sound than any other district which can be created.  It is a district which is likely to be as 
politically competitive as the 3rd and 8th have been. In the 11 state wide partisan contest in 
2006 to 2010 it went one way 6 times and the other way 5 times, can’t get much more 
competitive than that. Creating this district will allow for creating 10 districts in the state 
without dividing any counties other than the 3 counties which are too large to be a district. I 
urge you to consider this creation of the 10th CD. Thank you for hearing me. 

5/11/11 Randolph Peck   Ocean 
Shores 

    Email       Click to view email: Redistricting comments 

5/16/11 Jerry Lingle, 
Commissioner 

County, Mason Mason 
County 

Olympia   Letter       Click to view document 

5/17/11 George & Jane 
Roush 

  Shelton Olympia   Letter       Click to view document 

5/17/11 Jack Durney, 
Mayor 

City of Hoquiam Hoquiam Aberdeen   Letter       Click to view letter from City of Hoquiam 

5/17/11 Jack Thompson, 
President 

Port of Grays Harbor Grays Harbor     Letter       Click to view document 

5/17/11 Vickie L. Raines, 
Mayor 

City of Cosmopolis Cosmopolis Aberdeen   Letter       Click to view document 

5/17/11 Scott Dilly    Aberdeen Aberdeen   Online - As 
Read 

19 6 + 19th, 
35th 

Having multiple legislative and potentially multiple congressional districts in Grays Harbor 
makes sense given our geographical location in the state. I would encourage you to keep 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0013.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0014.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0015.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0105.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0005.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0002.pdf
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and 
24th. 

portion of the 19th, 24th and 35th LD here in Grays Harbor County and consider using similar 
logic by placing more than one congressional district here.  

5/17/11 Roberta Meyers, 
Vice Chair 

Grays Harbor 
Democrats/Bound.Rev 
Bd. 

Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 1 6   I am from Westport. I am vice chair for Grays Harbor democrats, and vice chair for the 
boundary review board for Grays Harbor.  My concern is losing norm dicks. We are a poor 
county, one of the poor counties in the whole state. We finally have some viable 
infrastructure coming in and part of it do to norm. He knows us. We need some oomph here 
and norm has oomph.  We have very similar concerns as the whole peninsula does. I would 
just like to see our area, Grays Harbor, retain Norm Dicks. Thank you. 

5/17/11 Jack Durney, 
Mayor 

City of Hoquiam Hoquiam Aberdeen   Testimony 2 6   Good evening. I serve as mayor for the city of Hoquiam. I have submitted a formal letter a 
little bit earlier. I don’t see any point of extending those remarks too much more. I do want to 
tell a story that I found to be interesting. I got a call about a month ago from a man who in 
1968 was a student at Southern Cal. He happened to get a job with Rainier in the wood in our 
……….north of Lake Quinault.  He came as a college student and he got a job there and 
worked in the woods. He went on to finish his college education and have a very successful 
professional career in Memphis TN. He called me and he and his wife were going to visit the 
Olympic peninsula and he wanted to see the area where he had been and see what changes 
had been made, so he called me as the mayor of Hoquiam and asked if I could show him 
around. I was more than happy to.  We all remember the crisis with spotted owls the things 
that have happened in the past in our community, the very difficult economic situation we 
have gone through and to a degree we still do. I was extremely proud to take him through the 
port area of Aberdeen and Hoquiam to show him a large area that in the past had plywood 
and other wood products mills where we had acres and acres of stacked logs that we were 
exporting to the orient, Asia.  I took him through there and the large area where we were 
exporting logs today, we are going to hit about 40,000 Chrysler cars that are going to go 
across the docks at the port of grays harbor. We still export some logs. In the same area is 
AGP, which is a big Midwest association of farmers exporting soy meal to Asia and other 
places in the world. Next to that is imperium renewables, which is at one point until a year 
ago is the largest biodiesel facility in the united states of American and was located here in 
our community. I know that they are trying to get some assistance to expand their efforts in 
other ways. Where there was a plywood mill on the river in the port area there is now a 
facility that is sort of the smaller brother of Westport shipyard that’s headquartered in 
Westport, but they have a facility in Hoquiam manufactures custom yachts. You go down the 
road and you see other things, you see infrastructure, new rail that’s bringing products in that 
we can export, taking products out that we are able to import. A lot of the changes that have 
gone on have occurred because of great effort on the part of our legislative team as well as 
our congressional team. Congressman Norm Dicks has been extremely helpful to us. I think 
that it is fair to say that rural communities have difficulty in challenging other areas for 
resources in support when I was attending the University of WA political science. I remember 
one of my professors use to say that the definition of politics was the distribution of 
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advantage and disadvantage. That is sort of the legislative process whether it is city council 
meetings or the county courthouse, state legislature or congress. I despise athletic metaphors 
but for our community in this era, we are really in need of the A team to help us and be there 
when we need assistance. A lot has gone on, congressman dicks has been supportive to our 
community. I think he has been good on wildlife and environmental issues. He also 
understands jobs. He has been very helpful and somebody that we can go to. Rather than 
getting a rookie, we would certainly appreciate being able to continue to have his service. 
Also, Consistency would be important. I was talking to John Hughes a moment ago trying to 
refresh my memory on the different congressman who have represented Aberdeen-Hoquiam 
are and I can remember congressman Al Swift from Bellingham when our area was in that 
district.  We were in the 3rd congressional district, Julia Buter-Hansen and Don Bonker, 
years ago and things have been working out well. The last thing I want to say is that I 
certainly appreciate as somebody in a struggling community trying to fight the evil 
forces of the big city of Seattle. I love the fact that our community, are area is divided 
in different LD, so that we have a number of representatives as you may know. They 
call themselves the “coastal caucus”. It has been very beneficial to us. It is the 
distribution of advantage and disadvantage in congress and the legislature. We 
appreciate your support of that. Thank you. 

5/17/11 Gilbert Myers   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 3 6 19 I have known Norm in other ways. I moved here and Norm was a representative of mine in 
Tacoma area. About 8.5 years ago I moved here. Of course he was still was my representative. 
I have seen Norm in a little different life since I have lived here. I have seen heavier weather 
here then we had over there. In the storm of 2007, Norm was pretty stellar in stepping up to 
help after things were torn apart pretty bad, along with that, I know Bryan Blake may lose his 
spot if he is redistricted out. Here is a guy who took his personal pickup and a chainsaw and 
went around clearing people’s driveways and clearing roads. We don’t want to lose a 
representative like that. He is not just involved in his community like that but he is also 
accessible.  People call him up at home all the time. People. We don’t want to lose a 
representative like that. The other thing is norm understands our coastal problems. He deals 
with everything in the Olympic peninsula and their problems are not unlike ours, we share the 
same difficulties. When we had a flooding problem in Westport, Norm stepped up 
immediately and got a revetment put in to keep people from being washed out of the town. 
He understands the situation and has been involved in it for a long time. We don’t want to get 
someone like they did in the 3rd district that’s going to turn around and vote and say we don’t 
need that tsunami warning system, we’ll cut the funding for that. She is all the way on I5; she 
didn’t even ask her constituents. On the other side, Norm whenever there is a decision to be 
made he comes around and has a meeting and takes opinions from his people. We don’t want 
to lose a representative like that. I am here to speak for Norm staying in this district, also 
Bryan Blake in keeping the 19th district together. 
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5/17/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Aberdeen   Testimony 4 3 19 Nansen Malene – I live in Seaview, which is near Long Beach, on the Long Beach Peninsula. In 

fact I live in one of the historical homes that people would travel up the Columbia River from 
Walla Walla and Portland and reside in our community. We have a long history of a 
relationship with At the River. It started with vacationing families 110 years ago and it’s 
continued with industry and I would just encourage you to consider keeping the 3rd in the 
3rd. we feel more connected to that river, to Cowlitz County to Vancouver, in fact to Lewis 
County. Many of our residents who grew up in pacific county have found their r way over 
inland to Lewis County. My concern is in fact you’ll see our legislative districts; the 19th 
district is connected to Wahkiakum and Cowlitz.  While pacific county does share something 
in common with the north end of the county with grays harbor county in fact I am here 
tonight, I serve on the local community action board that’s both pacific and grays harbor 
county and I see firsthand every month when I come to the meetings the differences in our 
community. I would encourage you to look at the south end. That’s our population base. We 
are happy with the representation we have there. Our issues are different, especially when 
you look at what Wahkiakum and pacific share, so much in common. I have to speak up and 
say the previous gentleman has his facts a little wrong. I am very involved with Tsunami 
warnings, and I know our representative care very deeply about the system and it is 
something in fact our center of our warning system comes out of Vancouver there. That just 
goes to show that there is such a strong connection. I am encouraging you to keep the 19th 
intact, in fact if you’re going to do anything I’d love to see the 19th encompass more of what 
the 3rd district is and can continue keeping our representation with our congresswoman and 
more important for the future residents because .Congress people come and go, we know 
that. We all share that industry, that vacation, that socio economic connection that goes 
down the river. Thank you. 

5/17/11 Andrew Graham   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 5 6   I live in mason county in the 6th CD. I would like to speak briefly about how Mason County 
relates to our CD. One of the major employers of Mason County is the military. It is not 
military workers, it is civilian contractors. The Puget Sound naval shipyard, the sub base 
banger, the Kitsap undersea naval warfare center are some of the major employers for Mason 
County. We are sort of a bedroom community for that. We commute to the Bremerton area, 
we shop in the Bremerton area and it makes sense to have our congressional representative 
who represents our home, is the same member who represents where we work. I have a 
simple request and that is that Mason County and Bremerton remain in the same CD. 

5/17/11 Marc Horton  Port of Grays Harbor Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 6     I work with the port of Grays Harbor. I’ll offer a few thoughts tonight, and we will submit 
written comments also. As you have heard from others we are pretty happy with the existing 
system. We have a system of representation that has worked well for us. We have had 
economic development success over the last few years that is in no small part due to the 
team work and effort of our representation. It served us well and for some very good reasons. 
I think if you look at our geography, economy, culture, and our social links. You will find that 
we are better linked to the Olympic peninsula then say areas further and further south or 
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east. There is no secret that the current 6th CD has served us well. There is good reason for 
that. Likewise our 3 district configuration that served us at the state level has done that for 
good reasons. There are common links among those areas and particularly with the common 
ground of job creation and economic development. It has been a team that works well and 
we would like to keep it. I know you need to make changes and that is your assignment. I 
guess my suggestion is you try to make as few as you can to keep our representation intact 
and not disrupt our existing system that is working well. Thank you. SLADE GORTON - I think I 
know your answer to this question, but I would like everyone who speaks to the legislature to 
answer this one. Grays Harbor County is now divided into 3 LD, is that ideal or would it be 
better if you had larger chunks of 2? ANSWER: Actually it has worked very well, and you have 
heard reference to the coastal caucus and my feeling is that the lines that have been drawn 
have brought common ground of those 3 districts together and that common ground has 
forced a great deal of team work and collaboration has been good for our area, and good for 
the state of Washington.  

5/17/11 Linda Thomson   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 7 6 35 I am from rural Mason county. I live in Belfair which is not a city. Our entire county is 
predominately rural. We have one incorporated city; it is not a big city. It is Shelton and it is 
not central in the county. Our county is divided by hood canal and several other bodies of 
water. Part of the Olympic national park is in Mason County. There are many forest and 
shoreline jobs that are significant to our people, but many of our workers commute out of 
county. My point that I want to make is one of our unifying things in mason county is 
government.  We have county government that obviously impacts all of us. We currently have 
one legislative district, the 35, and one congressional district, the. I think these are extremely 
important to creating community and cohesion in Mason County. I would urge you to keep 
mason as one unit in both federal and state representation. Thank you. 

5/17/11 Randy Lewis, City 
Administrator 
(Representing 
Mayor) 

City of Westport Westport Aberdeen   Testimony 8 6 19 Thank you for taking comments tonight and holding this hear. I am the city administrator for 
the city of Westport. I am here on behalf of the mayor who couldn’t be here tonight. 
Although our county is divided legislatively currently, we actually think it works. One of the 
advantages to that is that we are different east county, West County and some of the makeup 
coastal verses inland. That has forced us to work together and build coalitions instead of 
simply one district in some ways can actually be a detriment from forcing people to really 
work together. We understand that you have a very difficult task and that change does have 
to happen but noting that part of the criteria really is to try to eliminate districts across 
political boundaries. We actually see the districts working as they are, the LD, because they 
really seem to get who we really are. It makes sense from a social aspect, culture aspect, 
economics and many different ways. There actually is in Grays Harbor County a difference 
between the north beach and the south beach area, and that separation has not divided us, 
that is not to say that one is bad, good, anything like that, just that there is a difference there. 
So it makes sense. We really support staying in the 19th and believe that it has served us well. 
As far as congressionally again, and you will hear it over and over again. We have definitely 
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benefited from the representation that we currently have. Congressman Dicks has been 
outstanding. We would really want to stay in the 6th district. We would be concerned about 
being moved into the 3rd…I agree totally with the exact comments with the member from the 
3rd chanting her district. There is although the 6th has one of the largest cities in Washington, 
it is primarily resourced based, coastal the northwest Olympic peninsula, and congressman 
dicks understands and that has worked very well for us. Again we would really be concerned 
about being pulled into or slid into a district that had a focus along the I5 corridor. Again, it is 
not a good, bad. That is not the issue but it’s a totally different economic based, totally 
different focus. I think probably example I can give of that is during the 2007 storm that hit 
Washington over on the coast, the focus that you saw in the media and through the efforts 
was the flooding that shut down I5. That was a huge issue for the state and for the federal 
government, but we were without power for 5 days on the coast. One of our biggest issues is 
coastal flooding, the navigation channel, the jetties, and the entire system. Congressman 
Dicks has been an outstanding advocated for us in working with federal agencies. The first 
federal agency that actually arrived in Westport was the core of engineers, because they 
followed up on a phone call from Norm dicks staff who understood what the impacts of that 
storm would potentially be on us. And understood what any disruptions to navigation in 
Grays Harbor would do to the area and what it could do to us as far as our infrastructure. 
Because of his understanding of that, we were served well on that. Again we understand that 
you have a very difficult challenge ahead. But we think that maybe the idea that drawing long 
political boundaries may not be serving the system as well as it was. We believe the current 
set up works. 

5/17/11 John Milem   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 9     I live in Vancouver, I am an advocate for redistricting in the public interest. I am very 
disappointed that the Commission is leaving people king of in the dark about what the law 
says and about what’s possible under the law and under the current census data. The law is 
very clear that the Commission is to split the smallest number of counties possible and the 
smallest number of municipalities as possible. And of course you are required to create 
districts that are nearly equal as practicable. I think that a lot of the testimony that you are 
hearing tonight is a product of the fact that the Commission has not taken the lead in offering 
the people an opportunity to see what is possible and what is legal. There has been a lot of 
testimony tonight that if you act on it you will be in violation of provisions of the law, which 
govern your work. Unfortunately the history is that both the 1991 Commission and the 2001 
Commission did exactly that. It is time for that to stop. It is time for the Commission this time 
to read the law to take the law seriously and act in accordance to it. I think the best thing 
would have been for you to have done is to provide maps that comply with the law and that 
gave people an opportunity to see what was possible and then to comment on that. 
Unfortunately you haven’t done that. So I took it upon myself to offer some maps like that to 
those of the crowd that I spoke to this evening. I will have copies of that for you. Thank you. 
LURA POWELL: I would like to state that, we believe the commission is indeed following the 
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law. What is important to us before we start drawing plans is that we would listen to all of the 
people here and around the state and hear what your views are and that is our plan. Once we 
do draw some preliminary maps there will be opportunity for public comment.  

5/17/11 Keith Foster, VP 
Admin Svcs (On 
behalf of Pres. 
Brewster) 

GHCC Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 10 6 19 I am vice president for administrative services here at the college. I am here to speak on 
behalf of president Bruster who could not be here. I am not real clear if these comments are 
legal or not, but I will do my best. I appreciate you touring the state to get input from the 
citizens. I know that is part of what you do, but we do appreciate you coming to our area. We 
also recognize the need to redistrict, so that’s a given. We do have concerns about 
redistricting both at the federal and state level. We have been very happy with 
representation that we have had in the past. You have heard that echoed from a number of 
other people. We’re concerned about potential negative impacts in what might be drawn. 
Grays Harbor college districting includes both Grays Harbor county and pacific county. As a 
college and a region we have had great representation especially from Norm Dicks, it has 
been quite positive in the past. We are very happy with his support. We have worked with his 
office to receive funding he has helped us with ideas for grants at the federal level. We see 
this potential change that could potentially affect the harbor in a negative manner. We have 
also enjoyed the support as you have heard from the local coastal legislative caucus. Their 
impact has been much appreciated. As a group they have more influence on issues that 
pertain to the harbor and individuals and the past caucuses have given more of a voice to the 
community that has been largely forgotten. They have been instrumental in both operating 
and capital budgeting processes. We would prefer keeping the 3 districts for Grays Harbor 
College, Grays Harbor County. Please take these concerns into account when making your 
decisions and thank you for hearing us out. 

5/17/11 Al Carter   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 11 6 24,19, 
35 

Good evening. I am a former county commission for Grays Harbor County. I have worked very 
closely with the legislative folks in our state legislature in the 24th, 19th and 35th in serving 
Grays Harbor County and also with congressman dicks office. I like to echo the sentiments 
during the 2007 storm he was instrumental in helping our community. With the help of the 
senators in our Tsunami warning devices and the upgrade of the systems along the coast, he 
understands the coastal areas very well. 2004 we had an earthquake in California with a 
Tsunami scare and literally we had a phone system with one phone cord that somebody 
stepped on and pulled it out of the wall. We had no information going on. From that came 
and with his help they understand the coastal very well. We were able to put together a 
system that works much better along the coast. One of the things that is very important, 
Grays Harbor is a very rural community and it is tied to resource base industry. One of the 
fears that folks have is that when we are combined with areas from the I5 corridor we tend to 
get lost in the shuffle. The larger areas and dense population seem to get the attention and 
money more that the rural communities do. One of the thoughts was that the new 10th CD 
would be Olympia west to the coast which would basically knife us out of being tied to the 
Olympic peninsula itself. Those areas have been served very very well. The state legislature 
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having 9 representatives  as Grays Harbor county packs a pretty good wallop in Olympia. It 
has helped us to gain the advantages we have with the port of Grays Harbor. We have the 
only deep water port on the coast of Washington. It is now finally being exploited to the point 
where we are seeing AGP coming in here the cars as Mr. Durney had said earlier. We’re 
seeing a lot more exports here. The infrastructure is being rebuilt. We are finally catching up 
and that is due to the efforts of the folks that have been representing us for a long time. We 
are very happy with the representation we had. We want to stay tied to the rural 
communities. We are a coastal area and when you take it into consideration, please consider 
looking at how the communities are made up here. What are the industries in each of the 
communities that we have? What are makeups, what are the industries that they have there? 
And take that into consideration. Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak.  

5/17/11 Vickie L. Raines, 
Mayor 

City of Cosmopolis Cosmopolis Aberdeen   Testimony 12 6   Good evening, I am the mayor of the city of Cosmopolis. I appreciate the opportunity to come 
and address you this even. I do have a copy of the letter that I will leave at the end of my 
comments if I may. My comments parlay with Jack Durney as well as Nansen Malene from 
Pacific county in that we do have a different culture here in Grays Harbor. My request is that 
we as a county remain in the same district, that we are allowed to do that. We have had great 
representation at this point. I am in tremendous support of congressman Norm Dicks. He has 
been a great influence and assistance here for Cosmopolis specifically. Many of you may 
know that we had a pulp mill that closed. We lost 60 % of our revenue back in 2006, it has 
now reopened and part of that is because of the influence he has had along with the 
Governor’s office as well. In making sure we have not been forgotten. I haven’t had any other 
Senator or congress person come to the city of Cosmopolis to see how we are doing, to see 
what could be done. Congressman Dicks has done that. He has fought for our community as 
far as job creation and retention and economic development. I would support him in his 
continuing on as our representative as well as the legislative state representatives we 
currently have, if that is not able to happen, I would support Kelly Daniels as congresswoman 
for our district as well. Thank you. 

5/17/11 Dan Boeholt   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 13     From Aberdeen. I am an independent. Welcome to working Grays Harbor. Thank you for 
making us first in your series of meetings. Often times in the past government meetings were 
held here last. In fact one department of fish and wildlife meeting, we were the meeting after 
the comment period was over. It’s nice to be first. On redistricting, I believe the Commission’s 
priority should be what is best for the citizens and residents of this state. The lines need to be 
drawn where at all possible to keep communities together. In Grays Harbor we are split half 
here in Aberdeen, Hoquiam, Cosmopolis , the east portion is another 3rd district. As a 30 plus 
year voter living in the same area I have been in and out of the 19th and 24 districts several 
times. It depends on where the redistricting lines are drawn. It was very confusing to go to 
the voter booth and find out who I was and was not able to vote for. Now with mail in voting, 
I get a little more clarity ahead of time. Being more active in state issues, I know which district 
I’m currently in. While its alotable to try and keep incumbent legislators in their districts. It is 
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still the most important to do what is best for the resident’s and citizens of this state. Without 
this map in my hand a citizen would not know where all the zigs and zags are between 
districts. I don’t know what districts my friends and family are in when issues are discussed. 
Thanks again for making working Grays Harbor first.  

5/17/11 Jeff Nichols   Montesano Aberdeen   Testimony 14 6 19 I live in Montesano. I moved here almost 4 years ago. I grew up in Tacoma. I got to say Norm 
Dicks has been my congressman since I was 13 years old. He has been around awhile. The 
economy in Pacific and Grays Harbor counties are very similar. They are probably some of the 
most economically depressed areas in the state. Being the second most powerful man in the 
House of Representatives we need all the help we can get. He has been familiar with the port 
towns and the military towns. Not only Tacoma, Bremerton, and Grays Harbor, his experience 
is something that is vital for our area here. I would hate to see us put into a freshman district 
where we have no clout right at the time where we are actually starting to get turned around 
and head the right directions. For almost 25 years it’s been a downward spiral for this area.  
As far as the legislative districts go, it can be somewhat confusing as several speakers have 
said, whether you are in the 19th, 24th, or 35th. I am in the very northern most tip of the 19th. 
But then I am on the south side of the Chehalis River so I am represented by Bryan Blake. My 
area where I live outside the city is an awful lot like the area in pacific county. There are large 
chunks of lands; houses are few and far between, a lot of farming, a lot of timber. My 
preference would of course be to stay with Norm Dicks as representative and with the 
legislative districts not quite as important, but having 3 different districts representing a 
county that needs a lot of help does give us that extra one to punch that is sometimes is 
necessary.  

5/17/11 David Cannady   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 15     I just wanted to briefly say that I live in Montesano, Washington. Having gone to school up 
north extensively as well as working in Seattle for a period of time there is a distinction 
between the coastal communities and the Seattle area. What I would like to first say is thank 
you for putting us first on the list to get feedback from. Secondly, there is a great value here 
as well as many other places and job creation and anything that can enhance that process to 
be beneficial to the communities out here would be fantastic. I understand there is going to 
be changes because of redistricting. Several of my counterparts from the area mentioned, I 
would say that we appreciate the caution through the evaluation of how this is going to 
happen. It affects all of us in more ways than we can probably count. I would say thank you 
for being here. 

5/17/11 David 
Mascarenus 

Westport Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 16     I live in Westport. I also have a summer home that I spend a week at a time at in Everett 
which is the 38th district. I wish that since this is the first meeting, that future meetings that 
this the Commission would explain to the people who show up that the purpose of this is to 
move the boundary lands according to population. The 24th district, which I spend 3 weeks a 
month at, it takes you all day long to drive around the district if you are a legislator, a whole 
day. My summer home is in the 38th district which is Everett, isn’t any bigger than Ocean 
Shores. I think if you are going to hold these hearings you should tell people what happened 
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to 24th, 19th and 35th districts as far as population has gone. I live in the 24th district. Did we 
gain people or did we lose people? All districts should know that so when you do start moving 
these boundaries people understand why the boundaries are being moved, for the LD, and 
the CD because it is according to population. I think that what is really important is to go 
around a second time. It is no longer so politicalized. The legislature is not going to have as 
much say as they have had in the past after you make your decision. Maybe you could 
consider telling at your next hearing how much population shifted in your district that you are 
holding the hearings at, so people can comment on that. Those are my comments. Thank you 
so much for being here. 

5/17/11 Sherry Barry   Aberdeen Aberdeen   Testimony 17 6   I didn’t check the box, because I was hoping that the tribes that are in congressman Norm 
Dicks area would have been here tonight to I guess represent. I am a member of the Quinault 
Indian Nation and Congressman Norm Dicks has been the congressman in our area for so 
many decades that he is out run 4 of our tribal chairman’s. I believe that congressman norm 
dicks has also has the most presence of tribes located in his Congressional district. Hopefully, 
throughout your meetings I hope other tribes that are located within Norm Dick’s area will 
step up and make sure their voice is heard as well.  

5/17/11 Sandy Tarzwell   Mason 
County 

Aberdeen   Testimony 18 10   I am from Mason County. I hear a lot tonight about keeping Norm Dicks as the representative 
that he has done so much, he’s been there for so long, and has represented the area well. My 
comment would be that yes, he has been there a long time. He is probably going to retire or 
leave the office in one way or another in the few years to come so if the 10th district is created 
through here now it is just not a lot different, then if we were to let things go and get a new 
representative in the 6th. Whether it’s the 6th or the 10th, I’m not sure it makes a whole lot of 
difference in the long run. Yes you will have a freshman district, but I’m pretty sure that 
whoever runs for it will be smart enough to catch up, and be part of the coastal caucus or 
whatever is needed to make things run. 

5/17/11 Tom     Aberdeen   Webcast 1     how many ppl on line right now? 
5/17/11 Tom     Aberdeen   Webcast 2     Illl try to get some more for you now 
5/17/11 Tom     Aberdeen   Webcast 3     will the vid be archived for review at a later date? 
5/17/11 Dan Wood     Aberdeen   Webcast 4     I would recommend that the Olympic Peninsula, Thurston, Mason, Lewis, and Pacific Counties 

be included in the same Congressional district.  These coastal and natural resource 
communites seem to have the most in common. 

5/17/11 Dan Wood     Aberdeen   Webcast 5     On the subject of legislative districts, I do not mind at all having three districts running into 
Grays Harbor.  The joining of districts must occur somewhere, and we are accustomed to 
having the "Coastal Caucus" representing portions of Grays Harbor in the legislature.  To the 
degree possible, the lines should be smoothed in Central Park and near Montesano. 

5/17/11 Dan Wood     Aberdeen   Webcast 6     I forgot to include Grays Harbor in my first comment.  Of course, Grays Harbor has the same 
natural landscape and industries in common with the other Peninsula, Coastal and 
Thurston/Lewis areas. 

5/17/11 Scott Dilley     Aberdeen   Webcast 7     Having multiple legislative and potentially multiple congressional districts in Grays Harbor 
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makes sense given our geographic location in the state. I would encourage you to keep 
portions of the 19th, 24th, and 35th leg districts here in Grays Harbor County and consider 
using similar logic by placing more than one congressional district here. 

5/17/11 Tom     Aberdeen   Webcast 8     Your shoe is untied..... 
5/18/11 Mike Beehler   Olympia Olympia   Testimony 1     Thank you. I am a resident of Thurston county, been here since 1978. I have been active in 

our community in different ways, both volunteer and otherwise, currently involved in as a 
citizen representative on Thurston transportation policy board. On transportation issues, but I 
have other interests as well. I am also a volunteer at the Amtrak station out here on main 
line, since the early 1990’s we are very proud of that in our community as you may know. I 
also have a prior elected office about 40 years ago I was elected to a school board in 
California, a small 3 school, school district. So I have some small appreciation of what it is like 
to run for elected office. I respect those that run no matter what their ideology might be. A 
few comments to the commissioners and again thank you for having these open houses 
around the state and for allowing citizens to participate as you have indicated. What I say is 
probably what you are already doing. I just need to say it. I would ask you to think holistically 
about the notion of community of interest as you go about your work. I would ask you to 
think about going beyond the more traditional approach as how one defines a community of 
interests. And look at maybe more sociological and economic ways of those communities as 
you define those boundaries. I think the population economic drivers of this state are very 
fluid and I realize you have to follow the initiative and the RCW but I would ask you to think 
about how you can lean forward if you will so it would minimize the out of balance that we  
see today in terms of population by district that we have in this state today and try to see if 
you can minimize the likely hood of the imbalance so the next time around the future 
commissioners won’t have a difficult job as you might have this time around. I would ask you 
to not attempt to protect the incumbents. I have been led to believe by the media at least. 
There is an informal rule that I am sure nobody will own to you even if it does exist, but trying 
to protect incumbents. I would suggest a single person is not a community of interest. The 
community is a community of interest. So I would ask you to put your blinders on and not 
really think about whether a seat is at risk or not when you go about your work. Treat this as 
what it really is, it is a redistricting activity, it’s not a, protect the incumbent activity. That 
might be a naive statement on my part, but I really do believe it is important. I would ask you 
to start with a clean slate as you go about your work and not assume that what use to be, or 
what was has to be in the future as far as those boundaries.  I haven’t got an example to give 
to you, but I think it would be nice to have an exercise you might go through based on 
testimony. Look at that as a clean slate approach. I would suggest again on the incumbency. 
Those incumbents as you know can retire and resign, a medical situation could occur. Then 
what are you going to do with the district if you protected that incumbent seat. My main push 
tonight would be to say let’s take care of the people’s business as a community of interest. 

5/18/11 John Adams Pacific Co since '99 Olympia Olympia   Testimony 2     Good evening. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to speak. I have resided in Pacific 
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county since 1999. It seems pretty straight forward what you are setting out to do. The 
biggest concern that has raised itself in my mind is the possibility of having to divide Pacific 
County or some of the other small counties that are kind of depending on each other with the 
maritime activities we do, the fishing, industry, traditional to the coast. I would just, if 
possible would like to see the counties remain undivided. That is really all I have to say. I am 
confident that something will be worked out. I think that as things are divided up if we do 
bare in mind that communities extend out beyond just small communities and we can kind of 
keep regional communities together. I think that would be best. Alright. Thank you very 
much. 

5/18/11 Jerry Ring 
Erickson 

  Olympia Olympia   Testimony 3     Thank you commissioners. I am a citizen of Mason County. I am here to basically talk of the 
geographic logic if you will, but also economic and sociologic. There are 4 counties that 
comprise the Olympic peninsula that are part of the 6th district. I have two letters, one from 
Jerry Langle, commissioner of Mason County district 3. Who is supporting the idea of certainly 
keeping Grays Harbor and Mason County in the 6th district, also a letter from citizens Jane and 
George Roush of Shelton who are encouraging that all four the Olympic Peninsula counties 
remain. I am supporting that logic, the Olympic Peninsula has some similarities. They are 
resourced based Economies in those 4 counties, timber is extremely import so are fish and 
shell fish. Tourism also plays a part. You got the ocean, Olympic National Park, hood canal. 
The southern Puget sound all important elements of tourism. Fishing, you have both charter 
fishing and recreational fishing. The counties have some similarities that way. Even in terms 
of conservation the cascade land conservancy is looking at the entire peninsula trying to 
figure out what is important. Having participating on the cascades line conservancy mason 
county board of trustees since its inception and its certainly an interesting peninsula to grab a 
hold of, but approaching it with the idea of keeping the four counties together as part of the 
6th district or whatever it ends up being. I think it has tremendous logic to it. Thank you very 
much.  

5/18/11 Don Whiting Thurston Resident 
Active, vol. on 
thurston 
Transporttaion Policy 
Board; Former 
Elections expert with 
SOS 

Olympia Olympia   Testimony 4     Good evening. I am a resident of Thurston County. I have been involved in prior redistricting’s 
in 71, 81, and 91. When I was working with the secretary of state’s office and involved with 
drafting of the constitutional amendment and the statute you operate under. I want to start 
by saying I don’t have any illusions about this process. I think there are people who hope that 
redistricting process could be entirely sanitized somehow from politics and partisanship, and 
of course that is simply isn’t possible. It is a fundamental way we decide what kind of 
legislature and what kind of representative congressman we will have for the next 10 years. 
And that is fundamentally a political question. We understand that. In that context however, I 
have some suggestions about the process in general. This is not about any particular district. I 
hope that you will try to not overdue making districts safe for either political party or 
incumbents. Now I know that you are not supposed to pay attention to some of those things 
anyway, but of course almost all the people who are going to make recommendations to you 
have those things very much at heart, so it’s inevitable that you will have to deal with them, I 
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think. I say that primarily because of what you see in a state like California where the 
legislature has had the authority to redistrict for so long and they have created a situation 
where there are so many safe districts that the legislature is not responsive to the 
constituents in those districts and to changes in the public sentiment in those districts. I 
talked to one of the people who pride himself on keeping track of all this a few years ago. He 
was asserting that there were only 3 assembly district in the state of California that were 
actually swing districts. I’ll get to why I think this is important. It’s important to have a 
reasonable number of swing districts, because otherwise the legislature. It is one of the things 
that contribute to the gridlock of the legislature if you have districts that are automatically 
going to be one by one party or another. For the legislative itself to work effectively you have 
to have enough swing districts so that when political sentiment changes in the state that 
flows through the elections process and you get people elected who represent that change in 
the sentiment. Also if you have too many non-swing districts you create gridlock inside the 
caucuses in the legislature and we have seen this over and over again in this state, where a 
political party seemingly has a numerical advantage in the legislature. But is subject to or is at 
the whim of the most extreme members in its own district and what you will do will have an 
enormous impact on whether we suffer from that kind of gridlock generally in the legislature 
and within the caucuses themselves. So I hope as people come to you with suggestions and 
say make this district work better for us whoever “us” happen to be in that case that you take 
that into account because ultimately we want competitive elections. We want the results of 
those elections to be representative of the public and responsive to the changes in public 
sentiment. We want it to facilitate the legislative process rather than tie it up. SLADE 
GORTON: Don you probably know more about elections than anyone in this room. I wonder 
what your reflections are on your own comments of the top two primary. Doesn’t that mean 
that every district from now on is going to be a competitive district only sometimes it maybe 
from two people in the same party?  ANSWER: Well there is a risk of wondering from the 
subject a little bit, obviously those that proposed that system by initiative a few years ago. 
One of our primary goals was to make the elections more competitive, but we never viewed it 
as any kind of a panacea and we never viewed it as some political party people did as some 
kind of attack on partisanship. Partisanship is not bad in itself. It helps organize the legislature 
and get its work done, but when the process becomes overly partisan and becomes 
gridlocked then the legislature breaks down and I think the top two primary helps keep that 
from happening. I think what you people do can help it even more. 

5/18/11 Cathleen Bright, 
Vice Chair 

Mason County 
Democrats, 35th LD 
Rep;  6th CD Rep.   

Shelton Olympia   Testimony 5     I am a resident of unincorporated Mason County since 2000. I have lived in 7 of the 9 
congressional districts in this state currently. I am a democrat, I represent the Democratic 
Party in the vice chair of the Mason county democrats. I am state committee woman 
representing in the 35 legislative districts to the Washington state democrat central 
committee. I represent the 6th CD on the democrat’s executive board. My comments are 
somewhat tainted by my involvement in politics. I have been active in politics and campaigns 
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for the last 25 years. I think that political activities in rural areas tend to be county centric as 
opposed to legislative district as it is in more urban areas. That is true of both parties, both 
democrats and republicans and frankly for any third parties. They are generally organized by 
counties. I think for that reason, I’d like to support the statements that were made by Mr. 
Adams, and Mr. Ringerickson in terms of the counties on the Olympic peninsula remaining 
intact in one CD and to the degree possible in the same LD. These are rural counties. Mason 
County if you take it by the measure of the percentage of people living in incorporated areas 
is the most incorporated area in the state. In terms of politics but also in terms of community 
have very county centric political structure and community structure that you don’t 
necessarily see in urban areas to the degree that it is in a rural area. The last point that I 
wanted to make is that there are 9 tribes currently in the 6th CD, most of which are in the 4 
counties that have been mentioned, Mason, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, and Clallam counties. I 
think that it’s important to recognize that at the federal level there’s an intergovernmental 
relationship that when there is that many tribes there is a lot of different protocols and such 
that have to be followed in order to maintain a healthy relationship between the federal 
government and our sovereign nations within our borders. I think that it is very important to 
have staff, it makes it easier when you got staffs that are familiar with the protocols as I 
mentioned earlier. I think that it’s very beneficial to have these four counties in one CD for 
that reason as well. Finally I would like to thank the members of the commission. I think that 
WA State has among the best, if not the best process for redistricting. You see the results in 
that when you look at the maps of districts in other states and you see the gerrymandering 
that takes place, it really is refreshing. I am very proud to be a Washingtonian and that our 
congressional delegation ends up being as balanced as it is. I really appreciate that. I 
appreciate your service to the citizens of the state of Washington. Thank you very much. 

5/18/11 Harvey Means   Olympia Olympia   Testimony 6   20,22 Good evening Commissioners and board members.  I have been a resident of Thurston 
County for all of my meager 42 years on this planet. Recently over the last 8 or 10 years I have 
become very politically active in trying to make a difference in my community. The first thing I 
would like to do is, like the last speaker, is thank you in advance for the great job you are 
doing. It is obviously a very thankless job. So I would like to thank in advance for taking the 
time to do this, because I’m sure when you are done, you will be getting plenty of thanks but 
probably followed by a muttered utterances afterwards, so thank you genuinely, specifically 
toward the 22nd and 20th LDs tonight regarding rural and urban communities. I just want to 
make the commission aware as it’s pretty obvious that rural and urban communities share 
boundaries but they live very different lifestyles. I would urge you to recognize that in your 
redistricting. Urban population centers have their own problems with density and 
development. Specifically traffic as we know the nightmare along the I5 corridor as the 
population increases. The rural if you also haven’t heard has also experienced some growing 
pains in the form of agricultural issues regarding rodents, specifically; my concern is that the 
rural areas don’t get ignored. They are very different lifestyles. As I said the urban areas have 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 17 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
blatant population growth. Business and commercial development, railways and ports as was 
mentioned previously. Also fire codes and building codes although they are uniform 
throughout the county, you are not going to get an apartment building code in a rural 
development area. The rural, obviously they live further apart from each other so they want 
to maintain that distance and that unique rural lifestyle with the agriculture and have their 
neighbors at a safe distance. Whereas in the city we like to build fences which of course 
makes great neighbors. What I don’t want to see and for those on the webcast if you pull up 
the maps of the 22th and 20th LD, what I think we don’t want to see is a vertical line. We want 
to keep that horizontal line as an artificial boundary as it were between the urban and the 
agricultural to keep those two lifestyles. Again, I don’t want to separate the populations, we 
are all under one county, but again recognize that those are very different populations 
centers, with very different interests. In closing, I just want to say that I don’t want to see the 
rural areas disenfranchise as I believe they would be should a vertical line be drawn for 
redistricting boundaries, rather than adjusting the 20th and 22nd boundaries it is now with a 
loose horizontal boundary. I think you would do a great disservice to the rural community if 
those were over taken by urban voters who would not share necessarily the same interests as 
those in the rural areas. Thank you.  

5/18/11 Douglas Sayan   Olympia Olympia   Testimony 7 6 35 I apologize for my poor printing.  Let me say that now that I have been advised of how you 
and you have been advised to do your job. Let me say that I think the criterion set forth in 
your brochure was regard to continuity of interest and commonality in rural areas is 
extremely important. As a former legislature in the 35th district I found that the current 
district in my opinion meets the test. It should be kept as it is those who have experienced 
commonalities as Commissioner Tom Huff as he served so well in a district. Commonality of 
interest was certainly proved when Senator Gorton traveled around the state pursuing the 
spotted owl. It made headlines every day. I don’t believe there is any question about 
maintaining continuity of interest, it’s there. The whole idea of the three criteria; continuous, 
compact and convenient are all there, in the four counties to say the least. There is some 
question about out in Tacoma but I think without a question if we were to somehow violate 
the integrity and common interest of those four counties in particular would be important 
when we were in the legislature we created a thing called the coastal caucus. It was a pretty 
good voting bloc. With the house and the senate together we looked across party lines and 
we looked in terms of economic interest and persuasions of people in that district. We had a 
successful approach to representing the people throughout our districts. We had occasional 
differences of opinions, that is the way that it’s supposed to be. But it didn’t mean it dissolved 
the whole process. I want to share one other thing, it’s not a prime criteria for adjusting 
boundaries, but I want to share with you, without naming anybody, the fact that our current 
representation is as good as it gets or fortunate that it’s there and fortunately there is no 
need for gerrymandering, you are already know that, you have been lectured about it tonight 
I’m sure. You know more than most people do about that. So I would share with you only that 
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I did find the common interest in the 35th district. I think we ought to, excuse me, the 6th 
district. Starting out from my Legislative district and branching out into the other without a 
question. We have a rather unique and I think proper adjustment to our rural community. I 
am pleased to have you look at that and except that fact. So I just simply close, I heard a 
young man speak the other day. He said “here’s how I deal with it when I speak, I was taught 
to “be good, be brief, and be gone”. 

5/18/11 Stew Henderson, 
Chair 

35th LD Democrats Olympia Olympia   Testimony 8     I am chair of Thurston county democrats, really mostly here as a citizen. First of all again like 
folks have done, thank you so much for what you are doing. As was mentioned you are going 
to annoy a lot of people with whatever you do, because everyone’s got so much invested in 
what you are doing. I want you to do a fantastic job because this is so much better with doing 
things than most states are saddled with. I really want it to be seen as a success, that it can be 
spread more across the country. This is part of the solution to improving the political climate 
nationwide. I think it’s a really good thing. It’s the one reason we have such a positive political 
climate in this state compared to some other places. I am counting on you to do an excellent 
job of doing this. I was not at the hearing the other night but I heard there was some 
testimony along the lines of we really love Norm dicks, so draw the line so that we have norm 
Dicks as our guy.  I am not going to be testifying along those lines. You have your criteria you 
need to pay attention to and things that you are looking at. I want to make three quick points. 
The first just on the LDs, I want to underline the importance of the urban growth boundaries 
that the cities have that I think you should look at the urban growth boundaries of a city like 
Olympia similar to the official borders of Olympia when you’re drawing the lines. There are 
annexations and growing areas taking place. That is the way to keep the integrity of the cities. 
I think integrity of cities I think integrity of cities, as people were talking about integrity of 
counties, I think these are important things. People identify regular citizens identify with their 
cities and counties and when other jurisdiction match up with those then politics makes sense 
to them. When there is all these different districts that are crossed it further alienates people 
from the political system. More importantly in the area of common interest, I think we really 
have to look at Olympia, lacey, and Tumwater and have their own political differences. There 
is one social unit, economic unit. I think anything you can do to keep that unit intact, and 
really the larger unit of Thurston County. We’re divided now, it has an impact. Tacoma is 
oriented towards Seattle, Vancouver is oriented toward Portland.   There is a distinct area 
here that needs its own representation particularly when we’re looking at the congressional 
level. I think there is a larger area of common interests as well Thurston county as a unit, but 
their neighboring communities with all due respect some of the other folks have spoken in 
Shelton is economically connected a lot and socially a lot with the Olympia area with the 
Thurston county area. Smaller communities of McCleary, Elma, and down into Montesano 
and grays county and you are going to make some tough calls, you may not be able to satisfy 
the folks who want those four counties intact. I think we can have two congress people who 
are representing the Olympic Peninsula. One representing the bulk of it, and one representing 
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another port community like Olympia is and that would be a better for everyone who is 
involved. There is still the area of common interests there. Even down into Chehalis and 
Centralia, the small towns between here and Chehalis are filled with people half of them 
commute to Olympia to work and half commute south to work. There is a common linkage 
there. Political people don’t see it. But you shouldn’t be drawing lines on political distinction, 
you should be drawing lines on true social connection, I think there is a unit in there that 
should held together and intact. Thanks again, please do a great job. SLADE GORTON: 
Question, should Thurston County be in one CD or two? ANSWER: I think my main point is 
that it ought to be in one CD. We’re suffering now from it not being, and I think it really has to 
be.  GORTON Q: Should Thurston County be in one CD or two? A: I think my main point is that 
it ought to be in one CD. We're suffering now from it no being and I think it really has to be. 

5/18/11 John Milem   Vancouver Olympia   Testimony 9     Goodevening. I live in Vancouver. I am an advocate for redistricting in the public interest. I am 
here tonight to ask about the range of the discretion that the commission has. I would like 
you to consider this a request that you make a formal statement about the commissions 
understanding of what the law permits it to do. As I mentioned to you last time and some of 
the previous occasions when we have been together, the last two commissions did not do a 
very good job of complying with provisions of the law. By the way, I would just like to thank 
the other speakers that have spoken tonight because I very much appreciate the comments 
that they have made. So, I would like you to make a formal statement about the range off 
discretion that you have to split counties to split cities and to do various other things that the 
other commissions did which the law doesn’t really allow. Why they were allowed to get 
away with it? I don’t know. A lot of the testimony that has been given tonight is testimony 
that wouldn’t even be necessary if you would say what you plan to do about dividing counties 
and what you plan to do about dividing cities. I have already told you, you only have to split 3 
counties in the state for CDs. You don’t have to split Thurston County. No one should even 
have to come in here and give testimony saying please don’t split Thurston County for CDs. 
From my point of view it is allowed into the law. If you think that you have the discretion to 
ignore that and divide Thurston County. I think that you should say so. So that we can have a 
good understanding of what that range of discretion is. Thank you.  

5/18/11 Dylan Carlson, 
Chair 

Thurston County 
Democrats 

Olympia Olympia   Testimony 10 10th   I am a resident of the city of Olympia. I am also the chairman of the 22nd LD democrats. I have 
been a registered voter in the state of Washington since my 18th birthday. I noticed a 
common theme among many people speaking here today, be they democrat or republican, 
be liberal or conservative or simply a community minded and that generally theme is we like 
what we have got, Which seems interesting that even the radical left is sort of conservative 
when it comes to the geographical lines. I just want to bring to your attention one 
geographical line where I think they screwed up last time. The line between the 3rd CD and 
the 9th CD goes right through the middle of the city of Olympia. Very near my house actually. 
It makes no sense. It honestly makes absolutely no sense. There is no rhyme or reason as to 
where it goes. It does follow precinct boundary, so good work there. I have a simple solution 
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to that confusion. You have a 10th CD to put somewhere and I solicit you to bring it to the city 
of Olympia. We want the 10th CD and we want it here. Thank you very much.  

5/18/11 Rebecca Faust Unincorp. Mason Co Olympia Olympia   Testimony 11     I am a citizen. I am not with any organization. I live in unincorporated Mason County just a 
few miles out of Shelton. I guess I think I’m probably echoing what a lot of other people are 
saying as far as respecting other political boundaries or at least considering other political 
boundaries such as counties, such as cities because that is what we identify with. I identify 
with Mason County because I am kind of interested in politics. I know that I live in the 35th 
district. I don’t think that is how I or most people tend to think of ourselves. We’re 35h 
district residents, we think of ourselves as Mason county residents or Shelton residents if you 
are in the city or whatever. So making a district that kind of agrees with how people think of 
themselves it makes it less confusing it feels more logical when it kind of fits. If you do need 
to split up counties which obviously you are not going to be able to have the districts all 
coincide with county boundaries. Then take into consideration when you have a small piece 
of county, If you have to split up it would make more since to split in half or if you have to 
take a small piece of county, considering a city boundary or where there is a similar 
socioeconomic, rural, urban similar agricultural interests or whatever it be. Try to make it 
logical and keep those political community, and by political I mean not so much republican 
and democrat, but political in the sense that a city is a political unit, a county is a political unit, 
and so that it’s kind of that community. We have the same local laws. We elect our location 
officials together kind of, and we elect our state and national official together and keep that 
kind of logical boundaries together. Thank you. 

5/18/11 Dan Griffey Allyn Olympia Olympia   Testimony 12   35th Good evening. I am a lifelong resident of the big city of Alan in the 35th district. I come here 
tonight to urge the commission to keep this process open and transparent as possible. By 
what I mean with that is the sooner we can release a product so that the citizens of the state 
can actually see the product you have in mind and be able to give comments and input on it. I 
think that would make the process a lot better for all of us. That is about it. Thank you so 
much. 

5/18/11 Pat Tarzwell   Olympia Olympia   Testimony 13   35  Good evening commissioners, citizen from Shelton, Washington. I echo what Dan said, but I 
have more of a specific comment. I was at the meeting last night. Thank you very much for 
your time. I appreciate it. I learned a lot last night. I live in the 35th so I have tried to come up 
with a specific comment for your redistricting as a suggestion. I went and looked at the 
various locations and the 35th is a rural district primarily. It is oversized. We have got to cut it 
back. I don’t remember the number its 900 and something. My suggestion is simple. 
Bremerton is more urban. That is really the odd man out from my view. It is just a simple 
suggestion. Thank you for your work and your time. I appreciate it. 

5/18/11 John O'Callahan, 
Chair 

Thurston County 
Republicans/Former 
City of Tenino 
Councilman 

Olympia Olympia   Testimony 14   20,22 Thank you for allowing me to speak, thank you for the work you are doing. Later on you may 
not get these things. Since everyone is telling you who they are. I am a former 3 term city 
councilman. I served Tenino, I was on the intercity transit, I was on the transportation policy 
board. I was an EMS council, capitol communication council and now Thurston County 
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republican chairman. The process that you are going through, I really don’t have a lot of 
problems with it. You are going to have enough time trying to figure out where you are going 
to put the 10th. I do believe that we need to keep the lines for the 20th and 22nd pretty much 
as they are right now. What I do have a problem with right now, and I was hoping somebody 
would bring it up. In your very first slide you said that the numbers are there to represent the 
citizens so that there is equal representation for the citizens. In my earlier conversations as I 
was looking at the map I found out two things. It will not be changed this time, but hopefully 
for our next census. We are counting non-citizens. I do not believe that we should be 
counting non-citizens. And we are not counting the military that’s on base that happens to be 
sent overseas at the time. I think those people are citizens of our this country, they need to 
be put into that count, not non-citizens, people that are here on Visas that type of thing. It is 
more important to count the citizens and representation that the citizens of the state of 
Washington get, not its visitors that are living here. LADE GORTON: Do you agree with the 
democratic county chairman?  Should Thurston County be in one CD. ANSWER: Right now we 
are in three, two would be better. I am not going to put my foot in my mouth and say any 
more, I’ll leave that up to you. I haven’t studied that issue well enough to make an informed 
decision. I do think the 20th and 22nd need to stay pretty much as they are. All politics are 
local; three term city councilman 12 years local. I think the 3rd; you guys may be moving the 
3rd around. There are rumors about the 10th being here. You are going to hear both ways. 
Again, I have not followed it well enough to give you an informed decision on whether the 
10th should be completely in Thurston County or it should be split up. There are other people 
that have followed it a lot closer than I have. 

5/18/11 Joshua Cummings worked for Cong. 
Dicks 

Olympia Olympia   Testimony 15 3   I am a lifelong resident of Washington state. I grew up in the 3rd district aside from a brief 
point when I left WA to work for congressman Liam Pudenda as his public policy institute and 
then congressman Dicks in DC and then as the political affairs manager for  Warehauser in DC 
as well. My wife and I have recently returned home to start a family and be here in Thurston 
County, as she is from Tumwater. I am often asked currently in America what are some of the 
issues that have caused such dissolution between our citizens. One of the things that is not 
really a fun thing to talk about, but is, I think one of the root causes is redistricting. We have 
created safe districts throughout the country. We are listed in cooks, political or port as one 
of only nine swing districts in the country, the 3rd US congressional district. I think that’s an 
important thing to have the opportunity to listen to a difference of opinion between your 
neighbors and have to respect that opinion. It has been addressed this evening; the political 
boundaries aren’t something that you will take into consideration. If 435 CDs and the country 
and were only one of nine, obviously this has been taken into consideration in some way 
shape or form. I know that you will do your best to maintain the political diversity in the new 
10th. I would just like to echo the comments from the previous speakers that I think current 
local boundaries; the county is a logical way to proceed. As you are going through the process 
don’t’ shy away from the opportunity to continue to create competition. Having had 
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congressman Beared and now congressman Herard Butler, I think is a real testament to what 
we have here in the Pacific Northwest and in the 3rd CDs specifically. That’s being able to live 
with one another even though there is a difference of opinion. That is all I have to say. Thank 
you. 

5/18/11 Cathy Cochrane     Olympia   Webcast 1     Is this working? 
5/18/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Olympia   Webcast 2     yes, and are you seeing the tweets? 
5/18/11 Sherry Barry     Olympia   Webcast 3     Gray's Harbor here, wish I could be there in person, thank you to the folks who attended 

tonight in Olympia! Also Thank you to Cathi Bright for pointing out the number of Tribes in 
our 6th congressional District! 

5/18/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Olympia   Webcast 4     i agree. Keep thurston whole. 
5/18/11 Sherry Barry     Olympia   Webcast 5     Thank you! Great Committee and great meeting last night!! 
5/18/11 Sherry Barry     Olympia   Webcast 6     Thats great news!! Let's go for triple digits! 
5/18/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Olympia   Webcast 7     What?! small group!! 
5/18/11 JimF     Olympia   Webcast 8     Hello @nansen 
5/18/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Olympia   Webcast 9     thanks, i was hoping for more public involvement by way of testifying. 
5/18/11 Dr. Frank     Olympia   Webcast 10     My hero just spoke OMG! 
5/18/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Olympia   Webcast 11     hhhaaa. John, that's ok, you can go to the 2nd. I think the 3rd agrees. 
5/18/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Olympia   Webcast 12     (I know him) 
5/18/11 Sherry Barry     Olympia   Webcast 13     Good turn out, can't see them unless they are speaking. I suspect each meeting may gorw in 

attendees! Lets hope, great cooments! 
5/18/11 Lona Wilbur     Olympia   Webcast 14     The Counties with Tribe(s) within the congressional district need to remain in tact, and stay 

within current congressional district boundaries. 
5/18/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Olympia   Webcast 15     thank you. 
5/18/11 Sherry Barry     Olympia   Webcast 16     Thank you. 
5/19/11 Denis Law, Mayor City of Renton Renton     Email       Click to view email: Redistricting of Washington State congressional and legislative districts 

5/19/11 Margaret 
Natterstad 

  Marysville     Email       Click to view email: Redistricting 

5/19/11 Rebecca   Olympia 
Area 
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5/19/11 John Milem   Vancouver Vancouver   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

5/19/11 Philip Harju   Vancouver Vancouver   Letter       12 

5/19/11   OneAmerica Seattle Vancouver   Letter       1 

5/19/11   OneAmerica Vancouver Vancouver   Letter       33 

5/19/11 Denis Law, Mayor City of Renton Renton     Letter       Click to view document 

5/19/11 Fred Bagges   Vancouver Vancouver   Online - As 
Read 

12     Please put the 18th in just Clark, and make the 19th all Cowlitz. 

5/19/11 Chris Boyd   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 1     Vancouver, Washington, I guess, unincorporated Clark County. My question Is with the 
growth in Clark County and the expected growth in the future, are we going to look possibly 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0016.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0015.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0014.pdf
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http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0012.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0001.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0033.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0001.pdf
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at expanding an additional district in this area at all with the commission is that a possibility 
with the percentage growth that has happened? POWELL: I think yes, we have broad 
consideration for all the things. What we are trying to get you to do tonight is tell us where 
your preferences are. BOYD: I guess my question is not directed in that direction then. So I 
will have to pass on that for now. My question is with the growth and future growth in Clark 
County is there going to be a look at expanding an additional district maybe pulling one from 
Puget sound to this direction? If you look at the population of Clark County, Clark County is 
entitled to more than 3 legislative districts. 3 X 137 is less than the population of Clark 
County. That doesn’t necessarily mean they could still go into other counties. Its 3.2 or 
something like that, total districts that Clark County will be entitled to because it has grown 
very rapidly in the last 10 years.  

5/19/11 Tashi Chogyal Institute for a 
dem.future 

Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 2     I am a resident of Vancouver Washington. It is very humbling to be speaking in front of so 
many party elders. Thank you for coming down to Americas Vancouver tonight. I would like to 
talk briefly to you guys about specifically federal representation here in Southwest 
Washington, specifically Clark County. Currently I’d say the people here in the 3rd CD 
represent a very unique part of the state. The population center is obviously here in Clark 
County. Although it encompasses several counties up and down the pacific coast, and I5 
corridor I’d say that currently the people of the 3rd CD share a strong through our reliance on 
the I5 corridor, our alliance on the trade, fishing, and everything that really comes through 
the Columbia River and being a coastal district. Furthermore I am sure some people might not 
want to admit it, we rely heavily on our neighbor to the south, Portland, Oregon and also the 
silicon forest where many people, especially in my neighborhood work in Intel and tech 
companies down there. I am coming before the commission to urge you to please stick to the 
ideals and rules and essentially the goals that you have laid out just now by Bonnie of keeping 
all the CDs and as communities of interest and making sure the representation that we have 
federally really does represent the people of that district. I believe that the cascade mountain 
range is a natural geographic boundary. I haven’t been to Yakima or Eastern Washington for a 
while now. I would say I would have been up to Seattle, Olympia, and Longview several times 
in the last few months. Again, I would like to urge the commission to please keep the people 
in Southwest Washington in mind during your discussions and deliberations. Thank you. 

5/19/11 Ralph Schmich   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 3     I really only have one question. If you look at Clark County right now, it has 9 precincts that 
are in the 15th LD. My question to you is how much does that cost Clark County to make that 
small number of ballots that are different. From the way I read the rules, it seems you try to 
avoid that. My guess is you can’t always avoid that so do you have an idea of how much it 
costs the county to print that small number of ballots that are different? If nobody has an 
idea then…. ANSWER: LURA POWELL: I don’t think any of us have an idea. COMMENT: As a 
tax payer I urge you to take that into consideration. Some other states have different rules 
like they tried to keep districts within a county or multiple counties. So that they handle the 
natural boundaries and that benefits the taxpayer. I urge you to consider that in your 
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calculations. Again, I understand if it can’t be done. 

5/19/11 Ed Cote   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 4   49 Thank you for inviting me, and thank you for coming to Vancouver. I know you were in my 
home town of Aberdeen two nights ago. I do want to tell you I grew up with Eddie Smith. I am 
a graduate of Grays Harbor College. I have been here since 1970. I live in the 49th district and 
of course in the 3rd CD. I am a veteran of at least four different redistricting processes. A little 
bit of history, there was a time between 1970 and 1980 when Vancouver was placed in the 4th 
CD. At that time the 4th CD was represented by Congressman Mike McCormick. Senator 
Gorton will remember this. The district was essentially, not all of Clark County but the city of 
Vancouver and the Tri Cities. Yakima was in the 5th in those days. So it was prior to when we 
got the 8th district. I was a young pup in those days, but I do remember this, that it was not a 
good fit. The reason it was never a good fit is that Clark County in those days had 120,000 
people and now days it has 450,000 people. We are a large metropolitan area and as much as 
we hate to admit it. We are part of the Portland metropolitan area. There are at least on the 
street there is a rumor that because the 4th CD and the 5th CD have to lose significant 
population that there is some discussion that the city of Yakima coming into the 3rd CD. So 
when we talk about moving the eastern boundary of the district I would be a voice very much 
in opposition to the city of Yakima being hooked with the city of Vancouver. I love Yakima; I 
go to Yakima on Vacations. I love Yakima fruit. I have nothing against the people of Yakima, 
but Yakima is a far different community then Vancouver. We have hopefully after many years 
the largest federal infrastructure project about to happen 2 blocks from here. That is the 
Columbia River crossing. We have over the years, by all the people we have been represented 
with, some very fine people in congress for many years. We have a natural relationship with 
Portland. WE have to have a district that works well with the house members and the 
senators from Oregon particularly when you are talking about a project as large as the 
Columbia River crossing. It is a miserable thing; I was stuck on the bridge for an hour today 
when it was up because the water was high. I would urge and I know how difficult this is. I 
know how partisan it becomes. That when you talk about a community of interest that we 
recognize that Clark County, if there is any, we already go to the Skamania county boundary. 
And that is fine. But there are not many people that live in Skamania and Klickitat County but 
when we start tinkering around the edges of Yakima County in particular when we look at the 
city of Yakima, I think that is a bad move. I don’t think that represents the interest of Clark 
County well at all. I congratulate you for all your work. You get to see every single corner of 
the state. But remember, this is an important corner of the state we’re almost big enough to 
be our own congressional district and we do not want to be hooked with Eastern Washington. 
Thanks. 

5/19/11 Peggy Suttton   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 5     I appreciate you coming here and allowing us to give our view points and our perspectives. I 
would second the gentleman who just spoke. I am concerned; I think more with the state 
districts, but also with the congressional. I am from Camas, as you can see we are from a little 
teeny section of the 18th district. We have much more in common with Vancouver and the 
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cities and towns along the I5 corridor and with Portland then we do with Skamania County. 
Most of the people that live in Camas are commuters that either commute to Portland or the 
Portland area, or work within Vancouver and we would like to remain connected with those 
cities. I moved here from California, which has a very different redistricting style. The town I 
lived in there was in the bay area, and yet we were connected to the central valley of 
California which is a farm country. It was a long, skinny; we had nothing in common with the 
rest of our district. Try to keep camas with Vancouver with the cities along I5 corridor. 

5/19/11 Josephine 
Wentzel 

  Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 6     Vancouver, Washington. I don’t agree with the individuals that were here first. I think in 
redistricting we must not take politics into consideration. I think it should be straight across 
the board. If we have to join in with eastern Washington then so be it. We are a different 
state then Oregon state. We pay taxes there, but we have no representation or benefits 
there. We are Washington State. If it has to go east go east. But don’t, please do not political 
place into consideration. Let it be the numbers, numbers don’t lie. My question is; this is 
about voting obviously. Are you taking into consideration registered voters? Is this how we 
are redistricting? Or is it just anybody and everybody, legal and illegal? ANSWER: LURA 
POWELL: it’s basically everyone who was counted in the census.  QUESTION: Do we know if 
they are citizens? Is there fairness of redistricting? Do we have illegals piled up in one area? 
We don’t ask questions whether we are citizens or not. Is that taken into consideration? 
ANSWER LURA POWELL: It is just straight counting a person that is the way it is taken. They 
don’t ask for citizenship. So it is whoever is counted. You take whatever that count is and 
divide by the number congressional and then legislatively. 

5/19/11 Mike Wentzel   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 7     Of course I am going to agree with my wife on the right here. That is a wise decision, let me 
tell you. My question is more I didn’t quite catch the experience level of the commission here, 
if you have done this before, or if all of you have. Or if they have leveled that out so there are 
some people that have done the process before so you can use that expertise. The other 
thing is that I was looking at the map and how it’s broken up. When you do that 
redistributing, is that going to be available? Are you going to put ideas that you have as a 
commission on the webpage that people can view that, so people can say we like that, we 
don’t like this, and give feedback. I think that would be important. For a citizen to actually be 
able to go and try to figure this all out by the numbers and by all the rules that are there it 
could be very tedious and most people aren’t going to be able to do that with the expertise 
that is needed to do that. If you could answer some of those? ANSWER DEAN FOSTER: I was a 
member of this commission 10 years ago, reappointed this time by the house democratic 
caucus. In 1963 I was a college sophomore working for the WA state legislature, the senate. 
We were involved in redistricting the. Senator Gorton was a member of the House of 
Representatives. And he was the lead person in the Republican Party in the House of 
Representatives. That was under the old system where Washington had the legislature do it. 
Two of us have of those kind of experiences and Representative Huff was in the legislature 
when were under the commission form. I think that’s the answer to your first question. 
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ANSWER SLADE GORTON: The answer to your second question, you were briefly given in the 
opening statements. We are doing these hearings in 17 places around the state until the 
middle of July. We’re listening and looking at any kind of suggestions people have including 
complete maps that we want in by August 15. A  month after that, this isn’t a legal 
requirement, but a month after that we have set up that we will introduce one or more maps, 
for both congressional and legislative redistricting from individual members, fewer then all of 
them. Those will be open for commentary. At our last meeting we said we are going to do our 
best, we can’t guarantee this. To come up with just one map for each of the two kinds of 
redistricting by November 1 so there is some chance for comment on them before it becomes 
final. If we have made mistakes and overlooked something. I think I can say for all of us that 
the idea that there should be public participation is significant. It is part of the law. That is 
why we are having the hearings. The answer is yes; at some point in the proceedings you will 
see maps. COMMENT: Mike Wentzel Will we also know that final date because that date 
might not be march when the supreme court would enter into it, but it may be prior to that 
that you guys make your final decisions. SLADE GORTON: We have got to do it by the first of 
the year. If we don’t do it by the first of the year then the court does it as it was also said, 
whatever we come up with by the end of the year, and the legislature has 30 days to make 
very minor changes. It can only make those changes with the 2/3 vote of both houses of the 
legislature. They would not be big changes. 

5/19/11 John Mihalyo   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 8     from Vancouver Washington. I earlier asked a question as to why there were 49 districts. It 
seems fairly arbitrary along the line of the increase of the population. If the population in the 
last 10 years went up about a million in this state, you would think the majority of the people 
settled in the Puget Sound area as opposed to out in the sticks or in the places where there 
are wide open spaces. It seems a little odd to me that there is a senator and two 
representatives for each district. Whereas in the Seattle area, it certainly doesn’t take much 
to increase beyond 137,000 where it does take a lot out in the Spokane area or district 15 to 
get any more people in that particular district. It just seems to be something strange that if 
you take a look at the map, there are so many districts in the Seattle area that wouldn’t take 
long to add the appropriate amount of people to increase the district or change the districts 
around. In the various wide open spaces you’re having a difficult time to find the people to 
put into the district to make it bigger or small. I don’t have any suggestion as to what is right. 
It just seems that when you have to divide 49 districts into the total population the wide open 
spaces tend to get short, because the majority of the population is in the basic Puget Sound 
area. So obviously you won’t have anything to do with that because you are given instruction 
by the legislature. There has to be a better way to manipulate the boundaries of the larger 
districts because it is so easy to manipulate the boundaries of the smaller districts because 
you have a lot of people. That is about it.  

5/19/11 Margaret Tweet   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 9   18 Thank you. I really don’t have specific input because we don’t have your specific proposals. If I 
understood correctly there will be time to comment after you make your proposal. Is that 
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correct? ANSWER: LURA POWELL: Powell Yes COMMENT: My comment was along the lines 
that; I am in the 18th, in Camas; I do feel like a lot of people moved to camas to get away 
from Portland. They like the safer communities that we have and better schools and 
affordable housing. I feel like we do have an identity in East County for good schools. We are 
also there on the river, we share the Columbia river so here in camas, Washougal, I feel like 
we are a little bit together in east Vancouver as a community of schools where we go to 
similar schools that the district that compete against each other where we shop where we 
live. That is just an observation there. I am a little bit concerned regarding the one vote, 
which is the whole purpose of this. I bring this up, but it doesn’t have to do with the map but 
it is a question along the same lines that it is disconcerting that Portland may be participating 
in our elections. In the information we have read in This Season, people do come to 
Washington State just for the purpose to register to vote and because we have such lenient 
laws they are able to register and vote without any proof of citizenship and that is robbing us, 
the legal citizens of our ‘one person one vote’, by them coming to our state registering to 
vote and participating in our elections. It is especially of concern to us on the border. The 
article I read talked about people flying here in order to register to vote. Here is just a drive 
across the river. We are really in a position where our one vote, one person can be easily 
compromised, so I think this commission has, if part of your role is to insure that one person, 
one vote is I would urge you to urge the legislatures to, ours is the most lenient laws in the 
whole united states. We are attracting people from other states to come here and fly here; 
certainly there is a motivation to drive here. I hope that is a part of your work on the 
commission too. Just insuring our votes are by legally registered voters. You can draw the 
maps and change them around but if people can register to vote here that aren’t even 
citizens and they can come across from Portland and do that, then we are not really going to 
have our one person, one vote whatever you can do in that regard to urge a process where 
people have to show proof of citizenship in order to vote in our state. I would really 
encourage you to advocate for that and that’s really my concern in coming here today. 

5/19/11 David Shehorn, 
retired 

  Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 10     I have one question initially; are you going to do top down redistricting or bottom up? Are 
you going to redesign by precinct? Are you going to start at the top and go congressional 
district down?  Which to me is more logical. Congressional district down, Is that how you do 
the redistricting? Or do you redistrict at the precinct level and build? I encourage you to try to 
follow the county and the physical boundaries where possible. Try to keep counties together 
and when you start doing the legislative districts. I do appreciate having the redistricting kit 
available on line. I plan to take advantage of that. You probably will hear more from me on 
that then you probably want to. I think one of the concerns is some of the counties like LD 18 
is 1200 square miles encompasses 2 counties and we go from one part of the river to another 
part of the river that is 100 miles away sometimes seem impractical to manage that expanse. 
I know that there is probably 70,000 voters that need to be moved within the Elbe 18 and 
congressional district 3 has approximately 108,000 that need to be lost. I do not envy your job 
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because the redistricting is going to start around presumed to be Olympia because of their 
population growth and population density is the practical way to do it. I just want to know 
how much you start at the precinct level. Or where do you start at the congressional district 
level for doing the redistricting and the population allocation?  Does anybody have an 
answer? How are you going to do it? Start at the top? Congressional district, the large pieces? 
ANSWER DEAN FOSTER: Dean Foster – I am not sure I totally understand your question. We 
receive material from the United States census at the block level, a set piece that the census 
has drawn at geographical level. The smallest level by the cities it is by block. We then, 
technically overlay the existing precincts on all of those blocks so that all of those blocks make 
up a precinct so we know what the population is of that precinct and we know each section 
within that precinct. We are dealing with numbers that the census has given us. We will 
probably do everything you have mentioned. We will use precincts. We will get to those 
points 137,000 for our legislative district and 650,000 whatever it is for our congressional 
districts by using those building blocks of populations. COMMENT: Essentially you start at 
something even smaller than the precinct level by using the block level. ANSWER: DEAN 
FOSTER: We have that capability, yes. 

5/19/11 John Milem   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 11     Good evening. I live here in Vancouver. I am an advocate for redistricting in the public 
interest. What I am offering you tonight is a proposal for the new boundaries for our CD. I am 
also offering you a proposal for the 4 LDs which will be entirely or party within Clark County. 
The congressional district that I am proposing picks up the piece of Skamania County which is 
now missing, so that Skamania County is entirely within the district. And it replaces 140,000 
people in Thurston County with about 30,000 people in Pierce County. In compliance with the 
statutory provision you must divide the number of counties as small as possible. This is part of 
a state wide plan which divides only the three counties too large to be a district. When you 
are doing that, Pierce County is one of those counties so to make up the additional population 
needed for this district we find it in eastern Pierce County. On the third page, you will see that 
there is some information on vote in this proposed district for the state wide races in the last 
3 elections and you will see that there is a slight movement toward the republicans in this 
district. It is obvious when you take Olympia out of the district and put some of rural pierce 
county in, that’s just the way it happens. It is not my intention particularly to affect political 
outcomes, but the point is that when you are limited to the number of counties you can 
divide you have to go to pierce county that’s where that population comes from. With respect 
to the legislature, if you look at the 4th page, this proposal has three districts entirely within 
Clark County and then for the first time in quite a long time unites Cowlitz County so that all 
of Cowlitz county is in a single district. That district would be composed of Cowlitz and 
Wahkiakum Counties which have close relationship share health department and I don’t 
know how many other governmental functions. Then the population shortfall of those two 
counties is supplied first with the excess from Clark County, that potion of Clark County that 
can’t fit within the three LDs that I am drawing entirely within the county plus a portion of 
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Lewis County. Lewis County by in large over the last 100 years generally avoided being split. It 
was split once back maybe the 80s, I don’t remember just when that was, but because Lewis 
county is on I5, my view is it is much better to split a county like Lewis county then a county 
like grays harbor county which is off the beaten path. Those people in Lewis County have 
immediate access to the freeway. My mother grew up in a portion of Lewis County that is in 
this Cowlitz County district. I have cousins who live there and their connections with the 
Longview area are very close. I think that’s the logical way to handle that. Here in Clark 
County if you will look then at the following page, the West Vancouver district is not very 
much different from how it exists now. I did make some changes there compliant with the 
provision of the statue that requires you to pay attention to the competitiveness of districts. 
Both the 18th and the 49th are presently not as competitive as they might be. As you will see 
on the map over on the wall there, that 18th district stretches down between the 17th and the 
49th and that is basically to pick up Felida. Felida is a republican area. I can understand how in 
the past there was opposition on putting Felida into the 49th district because it will make the 
49th more competitive. With the idea of making things more completive I say let’s put Felida 
in there. When I drive from lake shore into Felida I hardly know where that boundary is. It is a 
natural part of that West Vancouver district. Basically for those who can’t see the map that 
district I am proposing for west Vancouver runs up to salmon creek, go up salmon creek then 
up cougar creek to 99th street and basically over on 99 street to I205. Vancouver is too big to 
be a single LD. There is a present boundary between the two districts in Vancouver that runs 
along I205 and that’s a very well easily understood boundary so I have kept that. The sort of 
gerrymandering of the boundary between the 17th and 18th district I have basically undone in 
this proposal by taking that tail that hangs down from the 18th district with camas and 
Washougal and put it with east Vancouver .The area that is now with Yakima, the part of that 
is south of camp Bonneville also goes into that district. There is sort of a central Clark county 
district which includes people from the 15th, north of camp Bonneville and basically centered 
on the city of battleground. The only municipality in Clark County that is not in one of those 
districts is Yacolt. That’s basically the most rural part of Clark County that goes into the 
district Cowlitz County. There is data about the political effects. Obviously it’s the Cowlitz 
County district that has the greatest changes. 

5/19/11 Donald Sutton N. of Camas Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 13     North of Camas in unincorporated Clark County. I was just wondering about the software that 
was mentioned at the beginning. That is only available in Olympia. Is there any online 
mapping tool that we can use? ANSWER: TIM CEIS: Davesredistricting.com, you can go to that 
site. You can use that to draw your own maps. If you like you can use those and submit them 
to the commission. 

5/19/11 Ralph Schmich   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 14     I just addressed a note to you because there was some confusion by some people, not among 
you about the census itself and how things are counted. The constitution requires that 
everybody in the United States be counted. That doesn’t mean they get to vote or anything 
like that. Anybody resident in the United States gets counted.  You would have to have a 
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change in constitution to do that. As a census working, we went around trying to get every 
single living space that people were in, that included homeless, included shelters, included 
food kitchens. We tried to get everybody there was, that is not always possible. We tried to 
verify that we did not double count people which was one of the important things of having 
people put their name on the thing. And if people wouldn’t, and some people for privacy 
reasons thought we didn’t have the right to ask that question even though their information 
was kept within the census and only the census, we were not allowed to give any of their 
information to any other agency including the IRS or justice department or anything.  We had 
to use public records or other sources such as neighbors to try to verify that no person was 
counted twice.  We did the best job we could. I think what we got is the best census we ever 
had, the most accurate census. 

5/19/11 Ron Rasmussen   Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 15     In 1980 I got out my Crayola box and tried to do this. We did all the numbers. In 90 we tried 
to do it and now we got computers, computers, computers, and the man with the camera is 
the guy that is really doing it. I figured that out already. He’s GIS; he prepared all those things 
over there. But I will make a prediction; the new 10th will be an exact bull’s eye of Denny 
Hecks home.  

5/19/11 Steve Wallenta Vancouver Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 16     I live in the city of Vancouver. I haven’t done my homework like my Milem seems to have 
done. Help correct me if I am wrong. Currently congressionally speaking there seems to be 7 
counties and 20 cities that are split. Does that sound right? Did I get my numbers right?  
Something just doesn’t feel right with that many being split both from a county and city 
perspective. I’m wondering, how important is that to you to guys to split as few counties and 
cities and comply with state law? ANSWER LURA POWELL:  Actually, Part of our objectives as 
we sort of described when we talked about the legislation earlier this evening is to minimize 
that. That is the directive we are given from the legislation. That is an objective. You can try to 
get as few splits as you can possible do. COMMENT: Do you anticipate splitting fewer than 
what is presently? ANSWER LURA POWELL: I can’t answer that at this time, we haven’t gotten 
to that point yet, but that is the objective to try to minimize the number. It would be great if 
you didn’t have to split any of them. But that’s goignt o be difficult to do mainly because you 
have heard these number about exactly how many people need to go into the LD and exactly 
how many people need to go into the CDs that is the primary first level. In order to achieve 
that, it is very difficult not to split. The idea is to really minimize that as much as possible. I 
don’t know if any of my colleagues want to add to that. COMMENT: If proposals are given 
that seem to do a pretty good job at not splitting fewer counties and cities, is that something 
you guys will take serious consideration? ANSWER LURA POWELL: Absolutely. 

5/19/11 Peter Van 
Ortwick 

  Vancouver Vancouver   Testimony 17     Vancouver. You said one of the things that you would try to get boundaries to go along the 
city boundaries.  Looking at the map of Vancouver it looks like the 49, it came down, because 
Vancouver is longer and skinnier now. How much consideration is given to elected officials 
that are already sitting within the legislative districts? ANSWER: TOM HUFF: I think we are 
giving consideration to that, but it’s not going to be a final final rule. Depends upon where he 
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people are living and what needs to be moved. If a person is representing a district and we 
can keep them in that particular district, that is our goal. Whether it will work every time, I 
cannot guarantee that, I don’t think anyone up here can.  

5/19/11 Chris Boyd     Vancouver   Testimony       Vancouver, Washington, I guess, unincorporated Clark County. My question Is with the 
growth in Clark County and the expected growth in the future, are we going to look possibly 
at expanding an additional district in this area at all with the commission is that a possibility 
with the percentage growth that has happened? LURA POWELL:  I think yes, we have broad 
consideration for all the things. What we are trying to get you to do tonight is tell us where 
your preferences are. QUESTION:I guess my question is not directed in that direction then. So 
I will have to pass on that for now. My question is with the growth and future growth in Clark 
County is there going to be a look at expanding an additional district maybe pulling one from 
Puget sound to this direction? SLADE GORTON: If you look at the population of Clark County, 
Clark County is entitled to more than 3 legislative districts. 3 X 137 is less than the population 
of Clark County. That doesn’t necessarily mean they could still go into other counties. Its 3.2 
or something like that, total districts that Clark County will be entitled to because it has grown 
very rapidly in the last 10 years.  

5/19/11 Lisbeth Panush     Vancouver   Webcast 1     How much influence does the public actually have in this process? Is there a final venue for 
the public to protest if they don't like the way things are divided up in the end? 

5/19/11 Fred Bagges     Vancouver   Webcast 2     With all of the growth in Vancouver, please put the 18th District in just Clark County and 
make the 19th contain all of Cowlitz County. 

5/20/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email: For commissioners 

5/20/11 John Milem   Vancouver Renton   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

5/20/11 John Milem   Vancouver Tacoma   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

5/21/11 John Milem   Vancouver Bellevue   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

5/21/11 John Milem   Vancouver Everett   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

5/22/11 Alexander Kwok   Seattle Area     Email       Click to view email: Redistricting policy concerning universities 

5/23/11 Judith Nappe   North 
Bonneville 

    E-Form       Click to view message from Judith Nappe 

5/23/11 Randy Dutton   Montesano     E-Form       Click to view message from Randy Dutton 

5/23/11 Randy Dutton   Montesano     Email       Click to view email: 24th District 

5/23/11 Claudia Donnelly   Renton Renton   Letter       2 

5/23/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle Renton   Letter       34 

5/23/11 Jaime Garcia, Co-
Chair 

Minority Executive 
Directors Coalition 

Auburn Auburn   Letter       3 

5/23/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Renton   Online - As 
Read 

14     Bellevue is different from Renton, should be in different legislative district. Renton Highlands, 
in the 42st and E. Bellevue in the 48th--  Shift to east to balance Congressional  districts. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0017.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0005.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0041.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0006.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0009.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0018.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0021.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0020.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0019.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0002.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0034.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0003.pdf
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5/23/11 Dave   Renton Renton   Online - As 

Read 
15     Mountlake Terrace, Edmunds and Lynnwood should be joined in one district. The 

communities are so close together and reside in one county. Splitting them divides the 
population.  Due to their similar location, they should be one district.  Mill Creek and Bothell 
should be in same district. Both cities reside in the 527 corridor.  The current boundary 
slightly excludes Mill Creek and they should be joined in the same district, also the 
populations and climate are similar, and are much different than the rest of my district and 
should be included in the district with Bothell. 

5/23/11 Brittany   Renton Renton   Online - As 
Read 

16     33rd contains all of Des Moines, except two precincts at the South end at Woodmont and 
Redondo.  In this round, the city should be made whole in compliance with keeping local 
jurisdictions whole and not spit. 

5/23/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Republicans Renton Renton   Testimony 1   47th Welcome to Renton. I am the vice president of the friends of Renton libraries. Also live in the 
37th LD. If you check your website guidelines, LDs are supposed to not divide and suppose to 
respect city and city lines. Unfortunately the 37th does not do this. It is mostly in Seattle. 
There is a bit of unincorporated King County 6 or 8 precincts in Renton and 1 precinct in 
Tukwila. You can indicate this does not represent any of the cities mentioned adequately nor 
does it represent a community of interest. I don’t shop or live or work where everybody in 
Seattle does. In fact, if I go to the other end of the district. I have to go around 405 and go on 
the 520 bridge. This is not a community of interest. This is just a hodge podge of other places 
that were stuck together. Thank you very much. 

5/23/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle Renton   Testimony 2     I am the executive director of a non-partisan, non-profit Win Win network. Part of my 
organization’s mission is to increase civic engagement in underrepresented communities, 
including voter registration, civic engagement and generally encouraging the democratic 
process. Redistricting will have a profound impact on People of Color, and their participation 
in civic life.  As you seek input from communities across the state, you have an important 
opportunity and obligation to reach out to underrepresented communities. To that end, I 
request in writing any plans the commission has to educate and encourage people of color, 
particularly those who are limited English proficient, to participate in this process.  According 
to the 2010 census, more than a quarter of the population of WA State identifies as a person 
of color.  In King County that number is More than 1/3.  Much of the growth of communities 
of color has occurred in cities south of Seattle.  In fact, 4 cities now have the distinction of 
now being a majority of people of color-- Kent, SeaTac, Tukwila, and Renton.  The WW 
Network respectively submits the 2011 Unity map for the new tenth CD.   This new district 
encompasses the entire cities of Renton, Kent, SeaTac, Tukwila, Federal Way, Burien, 
Normandy Park and Des Moines. Additionally it includes Seattle south of Union Street, as well 
as the unincorporated communities of Skyway-Bryn Mawr, White Center-Boulevard Park, 
South Park or Riverton.  Demographically, this district is a majority people of color and is just 
about 300 people over the target number, with significant populations of African Americans, 
Latinos and Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. It is compact, contiguous, follows the I-5 
south corridor in south King County, and respects the political boundaries of 8 cities.  In 
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contrast the current CD boundaries split the 4 majority people of color cities into 2 
Congressional districts, and in the case of Renton divides the city into three CD’s. We believe 
creating a majority people of color district is critical, by encouraging people of color, many of 
which are new Americans, to participate in the democratic process.  On one level people of 
color will feel that their votes will honestly matter: That they have the ability to swing future 
elections.  On another level, this new tenth CD representative will be accountable to that 
community and will be a champion for their interest, including issues such as comprehensive 
immigration reform and addressing disparities in education and health care.  This commission 
has a duty to draw boundaries that respect communities of interest. By creating a majority 
people of color Congressional district, you will be fulfilling a promise that our government is 
truly representative of the people.  Tim Ceis asks; Give us more on your rationale and deeper 
into your thinking about this district proposal?  Answer: As people of color are fully ¼ of the 
State, it seems like about ¼ of the districts should have  some heavy representation of 
communities of color. There are ways they have been cracked into multiple districts and if 
you were to apply the same lines that we have now, communities that are the heart and soul 
of many communities we have now are in several districts severely limiting the clout they 
have among members of Congress. So this is a really important opportunity for people of 
color to have someone who is really a champion for their issues and this is a unique 
opportunity since Census 2000 to create a majority district of people of color. 

5/23/11 Jaime Garcia, Co-
Chair 

Minority Executive 
Directors Coalition 

Auburn Renton   Testimony 3     31 year resident of Martin Luther King, Jr. County. Co-chair of Minority Exec. Director 
Coalition, Policy, Research and Advocacy Committee. MEDC is 120 community leaders of color 
dedicated to equity, equality and social justice. I'm here to urge the commission to draw a CD 
in King Co. that includes a majority people of color.  MEDC strongly believes that our elected 
representatives need to reflect the diversity in our state and our county. 2010 Census shows 1 
in 4 are people of color. MLK, Jr. County is now comprised of 35% people of color. A majority 
people of color CD in King County will increase the voter turnout and civic participation 
because we will feel that our votes will make a difference an d have an impact. It will also 
increase civic engagement in underrepresented communities, and encourage our 
representatives to be sincerely and genuinely accountable to the diverse needs and issues of 
our communities.  MEDC strongly urges you to create a majority people of color CD in King 
County. Tim Ceis asks:  Do you believe current districts have inhibited candidates from the 
minority community from running for Congress, or being successful in running for Congress? 
Ans. I believe in some of the State legislative districts they have; My area is split, and in some 
areas of the state--E. WA  it has limited it.  Slade Gorton asks;  Do you believe that to be the 
case with the Congressional Districts? Ans: There are barriers to that if you have multiple 
districts, it does create a bit of a problem too.  

5/23/11 Toby Guevin OneAmerica   Seattle Renton   Testimony 4     We urge the committee to consider drawing the new 10th CD in a manner that better reflects 
the growing power of communities of color and immigrant and refugee communities in WA 
state. We believe the Win/Win Unity map accomplishes this goal. A member based and 
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largest immigrant and minority organization in the State, One America's mission is to advance 
the fundamental principles of democracy and justice through building power in immigrant 
communities in collaboration with key allies. Our members are active in base groups across 
WA state, including Mt Vernon, Tacoma, Walla Walla, Tri Cities, Yakima, White Center-Burien, 
Bellingham, Kent and Vancouver. Our members are monitoring redistricting closely, as it will 
have a profound impact on refugee and immigrant communities at different levels of 
government across WA State. Demographics of WA continue to change, and the redistricting 
process must account for those shifts in population.  1 in 4 residents in WA state are people 
of color, and 1 in 8 are immigrants. Without the growth in WA state's immigrant population, 
and communities  of color, the State would not likely have received a 10th CD.  Despite 
representing a significant percentage of the statewide population growth no single district is a 
majority people of color. As such, we urge the Commission to support a majority people of 
color district in South King County as a new 10th CD following the Unity map of the Win/Win 
network. We believe it is critical that people of color and immigrants and refugees should 
have a representative from Washington that issues that are important to that community, like 
immigration reform, at the top of their agenda. A new 10th CD as outlined on the Unity map 
will lead to an increase in civic participation among communities of color. Many new 
Americans come from countries that are not democracies, and we need to encourage their 
participation in the civic process. One important way to accomplish this is to create a majority 
people of color district where new Americans will feel that their vote counts, and those who 
represent them prioritize their issues.   It will also provide the opportunity for immigrants and 
communities of color to hold their elected officials accountable  for not just supporting their 
issues, but showing true leadership on these issues.  There are many in our Congressional 
delegation who already support immigration reform, however the new district representative 
could push the issues and that is a very important distinction to make between just 
supporting the issue, and putting it on top of the legislative agenda. We hope you will 
consider the impact of your decisions on the communities of color and immigrants as you 
move forward in the redistricting process.  We would also like to reinforce that the 
Commission needs to meet with communities of color outside of the regular hearing schedule 
since the meetings are a one time event,  and the word has not reached the community 
especially those who do not rely on the mainstream media for their information, and second 
George in making the opportunity accessible to those less proficient in English, since 1 out of 
5 residents in King Co. are immigrants. Tim Ceis Asks: Does One America have a plan for the 
legislative districts? Ans: :  We haven't had a chance to look at that, once we have time we 
will, in South King Co. there are a number of cities with large immigrant communities that are 
cut in half, so definitely that is something that we will look forward to and make sure we 
communicate.  Q. Does one Am have suggestions for the Commission on additional outreach? 
A. I spoke with the Outreach folks earlier; there are organizations to reach out to. Reaching 
out to the organizations that serve the immigrant and refugee communities would be a start.  
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It is an intimidating process to get up here, and it doesn't seem like there are language 
services available, so even if your are fluent and it's not your main language, understanding 
some of the terms is incredibly difficult. There are  a number of language banks that would 
provide pretty cheap translation of materials and that would be one step; Making sure that 
you are hiring interpretation services, especially for places like Renton, or when you are in 
Eastern Washington. And while I think it has definitely improved in people's knowledge of it 
there is still a long way to go especially in communities that don't rely on the Seattle Times or 
other newspapers to get their information.  

5/23/11 Cherry Cayabyab APACE Renton Renton   Testimony 5     Work to increase civic participation of Asian Pacific Americans.  I'm here to request the 
Commission support the Unity Map, that the new 10th CD be that in King Co where there 
would be a majority people of color.  The Asian Pacific Islander population has significantly 
doubled in King Co. and it is now 15% Asian Pacific Islanders in King Co, and are now 10% in 
the State.  Despite our population growth, Asian Pacific Islanders still have low voter turn out 
in lections and the electoral process.  There could be several reasons for that. It could be that 
they don't' feel their vote counts, they don't feel empowered, or that their vote will make a 
difference.  They come from cultures where our democratic values are not practiced, such as 
where I come from in the Philippines, which has had  a history for political corruption, voter 
intimidation, and even violence.  So, I urge the Commission to support this Unity map so that 
the people of color voters in King Co can be empowered to participate in the democratic 
process, and it will promote fair and accountable representation. 

5/23/11 Dick Gidner   Renton Renton   Testimony 6   41st I request you leave Mercer Island attached to the 41st district.  We have two of our 
representatives who live on Mercer Island, we would not like to lose their positions from our 
district altogether. 

5/23/11 Dana Arviso   Renton Renton   Testimony 7   32 Enrolled in the Navajo tribe; Urge the commission to draw a new 10th CD in King Co. with a 
majority of people of color.  Overall our population is a quarter people of color, but this 
diversity is not reflected in our elected representatives.   As a member of Seattle's urban 
Native American community, we have little to no representation.   As first inhabitants of this 
land, It is crucial that we have a role and a voice in this political process. A majority people of 
color Congressional district will increase voter turnout and civic participation in communities 
of color.  Native people have greater voter participation in tribal politics but don't turn out to 
vote in as large numbers in mainstream politics because they haven't seen that their votes 
matter, or haven't seen any positive change in their communities.  A 10th district will 
encourage elected representatives to be accountable to the diverse needs and issues of 
people of color,  and their communities , but in particular Native American constituents. I also 
support the Unity map, and urge the Commission to consider the proposed 10th 
Congressional district. And I think it's very important to hear a Native American perspective as 
well. 

5/23/11 Suzanne Dale 
Estey, Ec. Dev 

City of Renton Renton Renton   Testimony 8     The population shifts are dramatic, Renton is the case in point. Population has grown by 82%; 
of the top cities in the State, Renton has diversified more than any other, by 162%, and we 
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are trying to react to that diversification, exciting but challenging tasks.  Referring to a letter 
from Mayor Dennis Law.  Renton is characterized by strong residential neighborhoods, and 
large employers, of note eg. Boeing, Paccar, Kenworth: we are  urban and suburban in 
character, straddle being a South King County and an East King County city. We would like for 
you to consider that.  Some would characterize us as a blue collar community, but we have 
growing new economy companies, and are an emerging East side city as well.  Renton has 
significant populations in it's remaining potential annexation areas.  35% of remaining urgan 
unincorporated islands are here in Renton, could be bigger than Bellevue.  We ask you to 
factor those areas in, though they aren't now within the city boundary, they potentially will 
be. Of particular importance is the West Hills Skyway area, voting in Feb 2012 on becoming 
part of Renton.  Take a look at it.  Re: Congressional Districts, we are represented by 8th and 
9th  districts, and of course we have positive relationships with our members, but challenging 
not to have a home base within either of those districts. We don't have one district with a 
significant vested interest in Renton.  Please don't take another piece for a third district We 
urge you, if there is a third district not to take a smaller piece, but one where we would have 
a representative who owns our city, now that we are in the top ten, we would like 
representation that focuses more on Renton.  At the LD level, we are in 5 districts, with pieces 
of Renton. Of the 15 state legislators, we have just one is in Renton.  If 11th and 37th grow to 
the south, make sure we have districts that have a major piece of our city.  We are very 
interested, because of our East side interests in keeping the 41st and the 47th in the Renton 
LD, particularly the 41st because we are working to be an East Side city as part of an 
economic development strategy.  Encourage to keep those PAA's in mind and help us have 
legislators that have a significant vested interest. Slade Gorton asks: How much of the 
population growth in Renton has been due to annexations? Were there annexations between 
2000 and 2010. In my 6 years there has been one of 18,000, but that is just a bit more than 
half of the growth.  Growth Management Act, playing out, with infill in city boundaries. Q. 
Dean Foster asks: The West Hills Skyway vote, is that the next annexation?  When we finish 
our work in January, there will be no annexations by then? A. Yes, that's the next one up for 
voters  Fairwood declined the opportunity last Nov.  Given the financial challenges  with the 
community and Growth Management Act; that  will come up again.  Third major area is the 
East Renton plateau, they said no in '06. But what is  happening is annexing incrementally.  
Could be bits and pieces of annexation, but not major ones between now and January. Slade 
Gorton: wasn't there a movement to incorporate Fairwood separately? A: There have been a 
number of votes.  Turned down both  incorporation and joining city of Renton. Tom Huff: 
What are the prospects for Skyway to annex? A: It has been about 50 50 but issues with 
grandfathering casino, most have Seattle addresses, signifant economic issue difficult because 
infrasturctue and economic needs are severe. Tim Ceis;  Does the city have a position on 
being divided among multiple legislative districts? A: In my tenure, we've been inclined to 
have more the merrier, but 15 is a lot, to see state legislators is difficult to do in Olympia.  It's 
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good to have more of our members on many committees, and It brings a varity of 
perspectives, urban and suburban, east side and south King County inclined,  when we have 
two personalities in city. 

5/23/11 John Milem   Renton Renton   Testimony 9     Handing out a proposal for 3 CD's in the  west part of  King Co and 5 LD's centered around the 
city of Renton. There is not the population in King County to have the 10th CD centered here.  
Metropolitan Counties have slightly under 60% of the State's population, and the rest of the 
counties in the State have 40%. Metro counties have 6 members of Congress, and the rest of 
the State has 3. So it's clear that the 10th CD has to go out of the metro Puget Sound area.  
That's not a comment on the Unity Map, as King Co has multiple Congressional districts. Can't 
be the new district, however because there is not the population to support it. The map I'm 
proposing has a district composed of Seattle, Burien and White Center; it creates an East side 
district that runs from Shoreline to Renton, and the E boundary is highway in the Snoqualmie 
Valley.  An irregularity on the boundary is there to follow a municipal boundary. In this plan 
I've put Bothell in the Snohomish Co. District.  The third district is a South King County 
Congressional district, Tukwilla, Seatac, Normandy  Park Des Moines, Kent, down to the Co. 
line and beyond to include Puyallup.  The LD's I'm offering include one composed of Seatac, 
Tukwilla, and almost all of Renton.  The other part of Renton is in There is a district of 
Bellevue, Mercer Island, and cities east of Bellevue.  It includes too much population, so the 
SE part of Bellevue, Eastgate and SE and the north part of Renton are with Sammamish, 
Issaquah and Newcastle.  Kent includes not much else.  There is a South Seattle District 
exclusively in city of Seattle, and as the population contracts, more of a formerly Seattle 
district needs to be outside city, West side is the place to add.   there is a racial breakdown on 
the legislative districts.  In two of the 5 LD's, whites constitute less than half the population. 

5/23/11 Mauricio Ayon   Renton Renton   Testimony 10     I've been working in community engagement for 15 years, and I've seen the growth 
particularly in the Latino Community. I have seen growth in many cities, Renton, Kent, and 
Tukwilla.  I am an immigrant myself and have seen how immigrants can be so disenfranchised. 
If we have a 10th CD in S. King County, it will encourage Latino folks and persons of color to 
get more engaged in the process; by having closer representation to where we live.  No 
surprise that the population in S. King Co has grown in 10 years. I support the Unity map, and 
encourage you to consider it because we need a voice. 

5/23/11 Marvin Rosete   Renton Renton   Testimony 11     vice chair for the 11th district D's.  My support of keeping the 11th together as to its 
neighborhoods of interest.  Please do what we can to keep our LD together, Would like the 
11th LD to represent the city as a whole. In maps in King Co; we also see that Renton has 
tremendous growth esp. in East part of city, advocate for Skyway and a few parts of Lakeridge 
area, at bottom of lake near airport.  I've been a resident, for both R's and D's a lot feel we'd 
like a signular representation.  We are in 2 CD's but are barely in the 9th, rather be all in one if 
possible, so it's citizens and parties know. Not sure where annexation is but would like to put 
Fairwood and parts of Kent in too.  Farther south you go, it's a different level of 
representation, Pierce Co in the CD's.  As a second note: Re single community of color.  Pop 
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shifts may not support, but it is most helpful with LD's. Please take communities of interest 
into account; in my LD we have a large Sikkh community; your taxi drivers live here in Renton.  
They all live south, bordering on Renton, Auburn, Kent.  We'd prefer that that is taken into 
account; Like the data point of race is taken into account; they feel akin to Renton, not 
Auburn/Kent.  Newcastle and near Boeing plants ask that that area is part of the 11th, for 
economic, travel, and neighborhood relationships. Slade Gorton:  Our map shows the 11th 
3000 people too small.  It seems you are asking us to take from the 37th, which is already 
10,000 too small. A: How the shape of the 11th, thinking of airport (part of the 37th) Nobody 
lives on the tarmac, no population to speak of.  The affinity of that part of Renton near High 
School has nothing to do with 37th politics, whatsoever.  Portion of the city that has no 
population, a boundary that makes sense from a geographic point of view.  Add Renton 
Landing if population is too small. Tim Ceis:  Neighbors to N have to grow significantly and no 
where to go but South. Where is the natural area for 11th to grow into? My idea, the 11th 
would be centered around Renton, include the airport and Skyway. May lose Beacon Hill, 
perhaps as far down as Rainier Valley; but it makes sense, because the affinities are different. 

5/23/11 Geno Amador, 
Executive 
Director 

Para los Ninos Renton Renton   Testimony 12     Serve 98% Latino families and students from Highline School District. Latinos highest minority 
in School districts.  We support the 10th CD on the Unity Map. 

5/23/11 Sarajane 
Siegfriedt  

King County 
Democrats 

Seattle Renton   Testimony 13   34 King Co. D's  Obvious that the 34th has to come E and take South Park, top of the 11th, SoDo 
and Georgetown, even if it's over to Beacon Hill.  11th and 37th stretching thin, would look 
like gerry mandering, but in interest of compactness, need to shift.  Re: the 37th, I beg to 
differ with colleague that Mercer Island has to stay with the 41st.  The I-90 bridge works and I 
think the 5000 that the 37th is short, and the 5000 that the 41st is short could come from 
Mercer Island. 

5/23/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Renton   Webcast 1     Hello, I am here! 
5/23/11 Cathy Cochrane     Renton   Webcast 2     That last slide said the deadline is Jan 1, 2011. Need to change that to 2012. :) 
5/23/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Renton   Webcast 3     my comments. (I lived in Kirkland/Bellevue for many years and had business there). Bellevue 

is really different from Renton. They should be in different legislative districts. Renton 
HIghlands in the 41st and East Bellevue in the 48th.  Shift things to the east.. to balance out 
the CD. 

5/23/11 Brittney     Renton   Webcast 4     I agree Nansen. It should be geographically bound and not stretched out. The closest to a 
rectangle as possible. 

5/23/11 Dave     Renton   Webcast 5     The 33rd Legislative District contains all of the City of Des Moines, with the exception of two 
precincts at the south end, in Woodmont and Redondo.  In this round of redistricting, the City 
should be made whole ... in compliance with the intent of trying to keep local jurisdictions 
whole and not split. 

5/23/11 Dave     Renton   Webcast 6     Thank you, Genevieve. 
5/23/11 Scott (tvw)     Renton   Webcast 7     Tight room for the camera tonight 
5/23/11 Brittney     Renton   Webcast 8     I don't believe that legislative districts should be drawn based on race or diversity percentage. 
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We should seek to include all persons regardless of race or color. Our elected representatives 
should represent everyone regardless of race or color in order to achieve the goal of all men 
being created equal. 

5/23/11 Jeff     Renton   Webcast 9     How will caucasians be better represented in a "people of color" district? People of color 
districts sounds very racist to me. 

5/23/11 Brittney     Renton   Webcast 10     I know that the meeting is in Renton tonight, but I want to state that I believe that Mountlake 
Terrace, Edmonds, and Lynnwood should be joined in one legislative district. The 
communities are so close together and reside in the same county. Splitting them divides the 
population. Due to their geographic location and similar climates they should be one district. 

5/23/11 Brittney     Renton   Webcast 11     I also believe that Mill Creek and Bothell should be in the same district. Both cities reside in 
the 527 corridor. The current boundary of the district slightly excludes Mill Creek, but they 
should be joined in the same district as their populations and climates are more similar. Also, 
the dynamic of Mill Creek is much different than that of the rest of my district (WA 44). I 
believe it should be included in the district with Bothell. 

5/23/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Renton   Webcast 12     seems like no time limit tonight. unlike last week - 
5/23/11 Brittney     Renton   Webcast 13     Are the online comments going to be read by the commission at the meetings or are they 

going to be submitted later? 
5/23/11 Brittney     Renton   Webcast 14     Great. Thank you. 
5/23/11 Brittney     Renton   Webcast 15     Thank you! Have a great evening! 
5/24/11 Craig Dougherty   Kent     E-Form       Click to view message from Craig Dougherty 

5/24/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton     E-Form       Click to view message from Jonathan Fox 

5/24/11 Rick DeWitt   Mill Creek     E-Form       Click to view message from Rick DeWitt 

5/24/11 Rick DeWitt   Mill Creek     Email       Click to view email: Ballot Region Fragmentation 

5/24/11 Joel Funfor   Bellevue Bellevue   Letter       4 

5/24/11 Kathy R. Turner, 
Mayor 

City of Puyallup Puyallup     Letter       Click to view document 

5/24/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton Bellevue   Online - As 
Read 

19     Please note that the 37th district should not cross the 4 city lines that it does and community 
of interest does not equal skin color. 

5/24/11 Jamie Walker, 
Republican PCO 

  Kirkland Bellevue   Testimony 1   48 As a member of the 48th District GOP, PCO in R party, National Convention delegate.  I bring 
the voices and opinions of a number of people, and speak to you as a representative.  I have 
done a considerable amount of time to educate my friends and neighbors on the importance 
of Redistricting.I am not naive, and I know this is a bare-knuckle political process...but I appeal 
to your mature sensibilities that you adhere to the sensibilities of logic in trying to draw the 
lines that define our representatives' districts.  I would like to call to your attention, first, the 
first CD.  For a long time there has been a line across Puget Sound that joins two bodies of 
lands.  I submit that this body of water now represents a logical boundary of two 
Congressional districts, E. and W. side of Puget Sound are two different constituencies.  

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0022.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0025.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0024.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0023.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0004.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0004.pdf
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Regarding my own LD, the 48th, reach balance, we need to gain 6500 new people; the 41st 
also has a surplus.  I propose dropping the northern line of the 41st and the southern line of 
the 48th, would help establish the balance in an equitable manner. 

5/24/11 Lisa Shinn   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 2   45 Resident of the 45th, Kirkland.  Want to speak about community continuity.  Kirkland is split 
into several differnt   legislative districts, also many E. side cities, Kirkland, Bellevue, 
Sammamish.  Renton is split into 3 legislative districts. It is important for me as a young 
person to have community continuity, it is important to have cities in same legislative district 
to have that community and commonality.  

5/24/11 Sue Van Lunn   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 3   41 Part of 41st on Mercer Island. I've heard of the possibility of incorporating Mercer Island into 
a Seattle district. I hope you wouldn't do that.  These are distinct places with a distinct sense 
of community.  Especially Mercer Island is more of an Eastside place.  I've heard that it makes 
sense to drop the line of the 41st so as to keep E. side communities as continuous and 
contiguous as you can. 

5/24/11 Brian Goss   Sammamish Bellevue   Testimony 4   5 Sammamish.  I'd like to talk about Congressional redistricting.  One of biggest issues is where 
we should have a district that crosses Eastern and Western Washington.  For the past few 
decades it's split nicely with 2 districts on the E. Side, however with the 10th it will have to 
include E and W Washington.  Some have suggested that the current 8th district should cross 
the Cascades.  As a resident of the current 8th CD, I would like to voice opposition to that.  
Given precedence, the 3rd CD should expand toward Yakima County.  The current 15th LD 
already dovers some of that area, so they already have experience with that; In the 1970's the 
4th CD expanded into Vancouver, Back to 1909, it has always been split down by the 
Columbia River.  As an eastern King county resident, I don't think we have anything in 
common with people in Eastern Washington.  I'm well aware that the people of Vancouver 
could say the same thing.  Some unpopular decisions will have to be made.  Other opinions on 
congressional redistricting I have; I agree with James Watkins to have the 1st congressional 
district moved completely to the northern suburbs of Seattle, and the northern part of 
Bainbridge Island and Kitsap County moved down into the same district as Bremerton.  And, 
presumably the 10th would be located near Olympia. 

5/24/11 Tricia Richards R.PCO Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 5 8 41 Purely selfish.  I purposely and willfully moved to the 41st and the 8th.  I did research before I 
moved up here. I called Jennifer Dunn's office and had her fax to me a map of the 8th so I 
could buy a house in the district.  I take a lot of time to get to know my representatives, I 
know them well, and take a great deal of pride in that and I'm afraid to lose it.  I live in S. 
Bellevue, don't want a line through S. Bellevue, moving us from the 41st into the 11th.  That 
would cause me to move.  Mercer Island has a flavor unto itself, if you take a look at what 
goes on on Mercer Island, it really does belong on the E. side as opposed to moving it into 
Seattle. I also spend my money in my districts, and don't want to change the people I support. 
Dean Foster.  as an elected official, which precinct do you represent?  Ans. 41-2936. 

5/24/11 Michael Scheele PCO Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 6     I am a Republican PCO in the District 36th, in Seattle.  I work on the E side and lived in the 
48th as well. My concern would be if at all possible to maintain the legislative districts as 
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closely as possible to city boundaries.  I see an opportunity in the Congressional boundary to 
carve out a 10th district  somewhere around Olympia and Tacoma, not quite figured out yet 
where exactly.  I see an opportunity to make a level boundary line across the north boundary 
of Seattle to not split up communities there. I see another opportunity to shore it up in the 
southern end of Seattle, and  to put the divided first CD-- to move the West side more 
towards the Penninsula which is a community  of interest, and that portion of the state, gives 
us a chance to reshape the districts so they line up with as many cities as possible.  I haven't 
decided where boundaries should be moved in the Eastern part of the State, but lining up 
county and city boundaries there, and  it would be a grand opportunity in the southwest part 
of the state to line up with city boundaries there.  Tom Huff asks:  Are you saying you'd like 
the 1st CD split? ans: I would like a portion of the 1st moved to the Penninsula side, and the 
eastern portion with Seattle. 

5/24/11 Dave Griffen   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 7 10 45 I would encourage you to consider the Puget Sound is a good place for Killer Whales and 
Salmon, unless they are in my frying pan, but not a good place for a representative to always 
have to catch a ferry, and leave a meeting early to catch a ferry.  I'd like to see the 1st on one 
side or the other, not split.  I would be happy to be part of the new 10th, and would 
encourage the Commission to consider that Bellevue is the most diverse city in the 
Census,and Bellevue North and South, and include Mercer Island as the new 10th.  Over 10 
years ago, I was in the 1st LD, and got a card in the mail that I'd been moved into the 45th LD 
and there was good news and bad news, but it entails a change in communities.  From what I 
heard of the 45th, we have Woodenville, Kirkland, Duvall and a bit of Carnation--all suburban 
rural King County, people are tied to those communities.  Some cohesive thought needs to 
consider these communities.  the 45th is King County's playground for wine, cheese, dairy and 
farming. Please keep this wonderful diverse community together. I'd hate to see it broken up. 

5/24/11 Nicholas Carlson   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 8     Chair of the 1st District D's and reside in Bothell.  I'm in the small King Co. part of the 1st.  I'd 
echo previous sentiments, little desire to have the 1st CD split by Puget Sound. It is most 
inconvenient to have political ties across that large body of water.  It would make sense to 
have it on one side or another. Another disparity in the 1st CD is the boundary of the 1st and 
2nd CD's goes right through city of Monroe.  Monroe could be in one or the other, but we 
would like that rectified in keeping with the Commission's directives. Recognizing that if the 
10th is placed on the S. end of Puget Sound, it would push the 8th northward and the 7th 
would have to reduce its area, would leave the 1st in an awkward, but potentially better 
position, potentially losing the cities of Redmond, and perhaps Woodinville, and futher south 
into Lake City and Shoreline.  That would be a contiguous community as we don't have as 
much in common with the East side cities, and are happy to have the 1st LD on the North end 
of Lake Washington up into south Snohomish County.  As for the 1st CD we would like to 
maintain a politically balanced district, we consider it a swing district and have no problem 
with that.  In losing population, we would propose maintaining the boundary on the southern 
end to keep the King Co. part, even though that is somewhat anomalous, as far as the county 
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line.  The King Co. part includes Bothell as well as future annexation areas to the south. Keep 
entire city of Bothell in the 1st LD.  Historically the cities of Mountlake Terrace, Brier, Bothell 
have all been within the first LD as far as we could tell it has been that way for 60 years.  
Strong connections among our communities that form the core of the 1st LD, strongly 
encourage the Commission to leave that as the core, even though Mountlake Terrace, and 
Brier push into territory which is logical for the 37th and the 21st expecially since they need 
to grow, and the 1st needs to contract, we really believe in the importance of retaining the 3 
cities, and keeping them in the first LD.  Perhaps take from the north end of the population 
from the north of 164st and pretty much Lynnwood and the far extreme west side of I-5 in 
the Mountlake Terrace neighborhood; that would roughly accomplish the goal of reducing the 
population by the right number of residents, and keep the more rural eastern part of the 
district which is not a contiguous community, but would keep the political balance that 's also 
somewhat desirable.  Dean Foster asks:  Are the annexations for Bothell you talk about in King 
County?  Timing? A: It would be for King County and they are looking to expand to the north 
as well, within the next year or two. 

5/24/11 Jackie Dunbar   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 9   41 I live on Mercer Island.   Few can tell you the LD, CD, school district, county council, judicial 
district  and hospital districts they live in, but they are voting entities.  All of the citizens that 
you are drawing lines for are voters in local elections. Please keep this in mind as you 
redistrict.  We have a good turn out in the State  or County elections, but it's pretty thin when 
you get to the water district.  You have an opportunity with software that can help you with 
the solution. I encourage you to use the software to simplify the lines and districts so people 
can have more access to local elections. I think having good schools, counties and 
communities, etc. boils down to local elections. Dean Foster asks: You listed many small 
districts.  If we were to district solely by precinct, would that accomplish your goal? A: The 
districts are listed on your voter registration card. I haven't looked at it in that detail. You'd 
have to ask others.  Mercer Island is very different from Seattle.  Mercer Island is a smaller, 
island community. I love going to Bellevue.  If you want to experience exciting times, go to 
Bellevue Mall at night and watch people from all over the world walk around, a lot of them in 
their native costumes. I don't want to distract from what others have told you, but crossing 
Lake Washington is difficult to do for a meeting after work.  Those active in local government 
have day jobs, don't have that much time. Just asking that you make it simpler for local 
government to work. 

5/24/11 Joel Funfor   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 10 8th 31st I live in Enunmclaw and we have to look at things like thePuget Sound area, the Narrows 
Bridge, traffic congestion.  The 8th district is north-south; I'd like to see you move the 8th and 
9th districts more East and West versus North South and wherever the 10th goes. It is not the 
Sound so much , but traffic .  I'd like the legislative districts to be more continuous and 
compact like our CD's. 

5/24/11 Steve O'Donnell   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 11 8th 41st I live in Bellevue.  Those of us on the eastside don't much care to go to Seattle unless it's for a 
Mariner game. I like to tell people that Ronald Reagan was a Steve O'Donnell conservative.   
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In keeping with the comments, much has been said, except for the continuity of communities, 
more than of political nuances (I'm a GOP PCO) Keep in mind efficient boundaries are 
important, the mountains the Sound, rivers, traffic--it's key--being a fiscal conservative and 
budget hawk, I'm a little concerned over meeting in these lavish facilities when the meetings 
could have been held in city hall, or schools.  I don't know where the money came from.  I 
hope it didn't come from China to have this Commission and to be in these digs.  My guess is 
that it's borrowed money, money we don't have, I don't know. That's the way it is right now.  I 
concur with many of the comments made. I'd like to see the 10th Central. I can sympathize 
with the people of Eastern Washington; and I agree with the comments about Mercer Island 
as well.  

5/24/11 John Milem   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 12     A suggestion for legislative districts on the east side.  The proposal creates a legislative district 
composed only of Redmond and Kirkland, including that portion of Kirkland which will be part 
of the city a week from now because those cities and Kirkland's annexation area are almost 
equal to a district. Another would be composed of Mercer Island, Medina, the Points, and all 
of Bellevue except south and east of Eastgate. There is too much population, or you would 
have to separate out Clyde Hill Medina, and Mercer Island and put them somewhere else.  
The third district is a considerable part of E. King Co, largest city is Woodinville. It would 
include Carnation, Duvall, Snoqualmie, North Bend and would bend around to pick up added 
population south of Issaquah and Cougar Mountain. The 4th district would be composed of 
the cities of Sammamish, Issaquah, New Castle and that part of Bellevue including Eastgate, 
that's too big for the "Bellevue District" and would include the north part of Renton, the 
boundary being almost identical to the boundary of the current 41st. This plan is responsive 
to the concerns of most of the comments tonight.  Keeps Mercer Island an eastside city, and 
keeps all the city boundaries except the two largest cities, Bellevue and Renton. If you don't 
split those, you have to do some odd things with the smaller cities, or split other cities, and 
when it comes to splitting, my view is to always split the largest cities.  On the Congressional 
districts, you saw those last night.  There were some comments from last night I want to 
respond to.  Create a Congressional district much like the current 7th and put all of Seattle 
into it.  And the norht high line annexation area and White Center.  There would be an 
eastside CD that would include that part of the county not in the Seattle district and is west of 
the highways that run through the Snoqualmie Valley. It would go to the Sound at the North 
End at Shoreline, the south anchor would be the city of Renton which would not be divided.  
My Congressional plans divide no city in the State. The South King County CD would run to the 
woods in the South part, Weyerhauser Rd.  and pick up people in Buckley.  I want to respond 
to a comment from last night, that in none of these 3 districts would it be possible for a 
Republican to win.  The south district, in 2010 the area went 6 times for the D and 4 times for 
the R and I can't tell whether Murray or Rossi took it in that area.  The suggestion is that a R 
can't win it, (but citing past election data) if that is true, then you would have to say a 
Republican can't win in the State, and that's not true. 
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5/24/11 Tola Marts City of Issaquahl Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 13 8 25 D PCO in 2929. In the crosshairs on both maps.  Change is coming to my part of the State.  I 

want to point out, I agree geographic borders are important, and that allow for citizen input,  
Issaquah is represented by the 5th, 43rd and 38th, and it's an advantage for us. When we 
have education issues, we summon in all of our representatives--6 reps and 3 senators, and I 
think it has benefitted us.  It's a benefit others may not have thought of.  The balance for the 
CD's have to be exceedingly fine. 

5/24/11 Scott Nesser   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 14     Sammamish.  I'm a Republican PCO.   Sammamish is a very diverse community.  There are a 
lot of people from India who live there and work at Microsoft.  I would like you to look at 
Sammamish and Bellevue, Issaquah--it's a very dense area to consider putting the 10th CD.  
There is a lot of difference between Sammamish and Tacoma and Renton, I would encourage 
you to look at the Eastside as a potential place to put the 10th CD. 

5/24/11 Peter Dunbar   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 15 8 31 I would like to see the new CD put on the East side, rather than Olympia. Gives better 
continuity to the communities. 

5/24/11 Jamie Walker, 
Republican PCO 

  Kirkland Bellevue   Testimony 16     The question that occurrred to me, is that the one continuous theme--the division of the first 
CD across Puget Sound.  As this is not the first body, has this theme come up before.  May I 
solicit an opinion from the attendees by a show of hands.  Should the 1st CD be divided so 
there is an E and W CD, Raise hand if you think it shoud stay the same.  I submit that the vast 
majority of people agree that the time has come, I implore you to act on the voice in this 
room . 

5/24/11 John Milem   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 17     The population of the State if we look at the 5 Puget Sound Counties--King, Pierce, 
Snohomish, Kitsap and Thurston-- they have slightly less than 60% of the population of the 
State, slightly less than they had in 1970.  In 1980 Wa got an additional Congressman and it 
went to Metro Puget Sound.  In 1990 Washington got another Congressman and it went to 
Metro Puget Sound. In 2010, Washington again is getting a new Congressional seat, and 
Metro Puget Sound has 6 CD's which represents it's 60%. The rest has 3 with 40% of the 
population. It should not go in Puget Sound. It needs to go elsewhere in the State. 

5/24/11 Joel Funfor   Bellevue Bellevue   Testimony 18     Question: I am serious about this, if we get into the position to lose a district.  Will the 
process be as bi-partisan and fair as it appears to be now.  Lura Powell:  Because it is set up in 
our Constitution and the law, it is set up that way. I think it is the best way in the nation. 

5/24/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton Bellevue   Webcast 1     please note that the 37th District should not cross the 4 city lines that it does 

5/24/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton Bellevue   Webcast 2     community of intrest DOES NOT EQUAL SKIN COLOR 

5/25/11 Elaine Phelps 33rd LD WSDCC State 
Committee Woman 

Shoreline Everett   Letter       Click to view handout from Elaine Phelps 

5/25/11 Jennifer 
Gregerson, Chair 

21st LD Democrat   Everett   Letter       7 

5/25/11 Ray Stephanson, 
Mayor 

City of Everett Everett     Letter       Click to view document 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0008.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0007.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0006.pdf
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5/25/11 Rick DeWitt, 

Committee Chair 
WA Democrats 
Technology 

  Everett   Letter       Click to view handout from Rick DeWitt 

5/25/11 alvin rutledge   Everett Everett   Testimony 1     I live in Edmunds Washington, on lake Ballenger and in the past 10 years dist 1 has ?? 18:29?? 
a combination of strong growth. Growth is the key to the economy and everything, but I want 
to main your attention to the figures based on the last 10 years we can’t even use those 
anymore. That district will probably have a decrease.  Another area that may decrease and 
that’s the population and ??18:57??. I’d like to continue to stay where I’m at in dist 1. after 
each census you have every year, you have building, businesses  seeking political advantages 
through redistricting. When the cake crumbles its much to easier to bake the cake then the 
cakes. The population will not change at all and I am completely for staying in district 1.  I will 
like you to make a note. That district 21 and district 32 and district 1, Edmunds, I am in three 
districts.  I don’t like to get into too much politic on this but since we’re in three districts, 
when people run for office they mention the other districts at the same time. That’s 
something you have to consider to stay there. the other issue I have is about your military on 
this new district you got military bases. One in Bremerton one here in Everett and you’re 
talking about ?? 20:11?? more. Those people do not live year around on those bases, don’t 
forget. So the population goes back and forth all the time. My last question would be; I know 
in Edmunds you have to live there one year to be a registered voter. City of Seattle is 30 days. 
I’d like to know new district that’s being formed is that one day or thirty days you have to be 
registered to come in and run for office for that district?Balanger and in the past 10 years dist 
1 has a combination of strong growth attention to the figures based on the last 10 years you 
cant use those anymore that districting will probably have a decrease.  Stay where I am at in 
dist 1 after each census each year.  seeking political advantage. the population will not 
change at all and i am compltetely.  i will like you to make a note.  they mention the other 
districts at the same time.  so thats something you have to consider. the other issue i have. 
one in bremerton one here in everett. those people dont live year around on those bases. and 
my last question will be city of seattle is 30 days. is that one day or 30 days you have to be 
registered. Slade Gorton: If your residence is put in a new district that doesn’t affect your 
voting rights at all. You don’t have any extra residency requirement. A: No, with this new 
district the rumor thast been around, you could live out of state and come in and register one 
day and be eligible to run. That’s my question. That’s what I'm trying to get at. Lura Powell: 
When you mentioned all the military bases they are not included in the populations that we 
redistrict. Because of the fact that they are fluid. So when we're looking at dividing up the 
population of Washington within X districts population it excludes the military personnell 

5/25/11 Pat McClain City of Everett Everett Everett   Testimony 2     I have submitted to you on behalf of Mayor Stephenson a letter that outlines the concerns of 
the city. I will only sumarize that here. The city hopes and seeks to continue to be 
encompassed by  We have a long history with both of those districts. We think that the 
interest within the commonalities in the city of Everett that would warrant continuation in 
the 2nd and the 38th would include transportation. We are at the influence of I5 and US2. we 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0102.pdf
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do host the port of Everett. we also have major rail that surrounds the community BSNF and 
Amtrak. and of course we Snohomish airport to ourself. We are an employment center. We 
estimate 87,000 jobs in this city of Everett during the daytime. we do host navel station 
everett, military and united states coast guard. In the terms of emergency services, law 
enforcement and homeland security several of these assets are unique to the city of Everett. 
Boeing be one, the port being the other, Naval station being another. We have a growing arts 
and cluture community. With the addtions of comcast arena and other entertainment assests 
over the last 10 years. Education with the introduction of Washington state University in only 
the last couple of weeks which will provide us with tremdous new opportunities in higher 
eduaction. And the eviroment, we are, like many other communities on puget sound 
Snohomish river esuary. we believe that in our efforts to continue as a focus more the 2nd 
and the 38th that these interest warrant that continuation. I appreciate your time and your 
efforts here. 

5/25/11 Juan Cruz Union Representative Everett Everett   Testimony 3     Members of Washington State Redistricting Commission, my name is Juan Cruz and I reside in 
Arlington Washington. I am a union representative. We have over 1000 Members local that 
we represent. I want to thank you for giving me this opportunity tonight. I am here to urge 
the commission to draw the district in king county. That includes a majority of people in color. 
Why is this important? 1 in 4 washington residents is a person of color.  our elected 
representatives should reflect the diversity of our state. the majority of people of color in 
congressional districts will increase voter turn out participation. becaue communitys will feel 
that their voice and vote counts.  majority of people of color in congressional districts will 
encourages representatives to be more genuine; accountabile to the diverse needs of the 
issues in the community . We urge you to improve civil engagement  by creating a majority 
color district in south king county. I could be here all night going over notes, but since 
congressional districts are based on population and every district in the state must be roughly 
equal to the population.  you guys did the charge on what the constituion says so i'll just 
remind you about it. The US constituion requires that the state requires redraw of the state 
boundaries every 10 years based on information from the US census. Since the population of 
Washington state has grown so much our state is getting new congressional districts this year. 
The recent census in 2011 showed that people of color now make up 27 percent of our states 
population with higher consentration in king county. Thats south king county 35 percent and 
yakima county 52 percent. With over one quarter of the states population identify themselves 
as people of color and with the requirement of washington draw an entirely new 
congressional districts. we now have an opportunity to draw a district  for people of color.  
You guys know what people of color is? Honestly, I'd like to see either and African American 
or Hispanic be a congressional congressmen. Theres two districts we are looking at. They are 
not just congressional. we are looking at legislative district. Thank you for your time. 

5/25/11 Rick DeWitt Washington State 
Democrats, 

  Everett   Testimony 4     Last year I looked at Snohomish county precints to study precincts fragmentation. This is the 
way that small precincts portions get formed by redistricting. So when any redistricting group 
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Technology comes by and redraws the map if you ignore the previously drawn boundaries you'll tend to 

get these little tiny precinct portions. if you look on the back of your handout in snohomish 
county there are 45 precint boundaries with 8 voters or fewer and I didnt count the ones with 
half a voter in them. Now what happens with these tiny precinct portions they cause auditors 
extra money. because it means a proliferation of different ballet styles and each one of those 
cost a little bit of  money to design, print and manage. so state wide you can save auditors 
money buy making sure to following the advice that I have so there are three pieces of 
advice. first, draw the new district boundaries along existing boundaries. thats pretty obvious. 
the second one is to follow physical infrustructure boundaries first so if you draw a boundary 
and we need to adjust it a little bit we cannot adjust water districts, sewer districts, electrical 
because there are physical infrstructure. theres a pipe in the ground, theres a wire hanging 
there. so we cant just nogotiate that between a couple commissions or boards. but if you 
have a judicial district or a school district fire dsitrict, you can adjust those a little bit and fix 
these little fragments that get formed. another way to look at this is if you had layer upon 
layer of stained glass windows.  if you were to look through them you see proliferation of 
little tiny groups of colors as those layers lay on top of eachother. and thats where this 
fragmentation comes from. each individual map may be uniformly drawn but when you layer 
them if they are drawn without regard to the other layers you'll get the fragmentations very 
naturally. so it comes out as a power law distribution.  The the study i did said that in 
snohomish county the largest group that ?? 31:36?? formed together is 16,476 voters in 
Lynnwood that all voted the same way. but then there were 100 regions with 40 voters or 
fewer. 49 regions with 10 voters or fewer and then 45 on the back with 8 or fewer. so thank 
you very much and follow this advice. A: how many layers are there? A: I'm not sure, but just 
think of water, sewer, electrical. In here its PUD I don’t know if we have any gas districts here. 
There may be some in other areas of the state. You've got legislative and congressional 
district ones you have control over, but then you also have judicial, school, fire, parks and 
recreation, cities, counties. all of these layer ontop of eachother. and create a very natural 
fragmentation. so you have to actually work causiously to prevent the fragmentation as you 
draw the boundary. so just snap your boundary to the physical infrustructure boundary first 
and we'll be fine.  Q: so do you think there are 25 possible layers? A: I didn’t count them, I see 
in my notes maybe a dozen. Q: you havent mentioned cemetary, library, water districts, 
eastern washington conservation districts,  Q: Tom Huff: What do you clasify as a region? A: 
In my study what I did, I took a list of all the minor districts from the Snohomish county 
auditor from August 25 2010. Q: Are you talking abour precincts? A: precint portions. A 
precinct portion is like an atomic piece you never want to sub divide. If you ever cut that 
through your definitely creating that fragmentation. That was my third piece of advice. Don’t 
cut precinct portions. But the study took neighboring precinct portions even if they didnt 
touch. but they just looked at if everyone in the precict portion shared  the same set of 
districts. a district might be, the south district court district, that might be a judicial district. In 
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the regions that i created you would create one ballot style to describe everything. Every 
voter in that group would vote on exactly the same ballot. They would have the same group 
of people to vote for.  

5/25/11 Gloria Hirashima City of Marysville   Everett   Testimony 5     I am here to speak on the legislative district boundaries. We are currently located within the 
38th, 39th, 44th and 10th legislative districts. We are here to ask that we be consolidated into 
fewer districts. Right now we are a city of 60,000 the four districts are sort of split not 
repecting neighborhood boundaries, any kinda of boundaries. We think if we could 
consolidate into one, possible two districts we could be better represented. I understand that 
city boundaries are one of your criteria you use in drawing up the legislative boundaries. we 
believe that for our community that would be a good starting point. to look at our city 
boundaries and draw up some legislative districts that dont carve us up so much. we are a 
working class community. we are a lower to middle class community. basically a bedroom 
community, we dont have a lot of jobs. We are a community that was heavily hit by the 
forclosure crisis. which i think represents are income levels. For those reasons too we believe 
that getting very effective district boundaries and political representation woudl be in the 
best interest of our residence and community members. Q: Some cities like to be split becaue 
they think the more representatives the better they will be represented they are in olympia 
and your saying you'd like fewer. Tell me what your ideal is? A: I think idealy, one or two 
districts. Just to let you know where we feel we have the most commonality its with the 44th 
district. I realize from the color on your map that district is intended to shrink. But we think 
with some creative mapping that it could all work out. The 38th i think is intended to grow. so 
there might be some way to look at the two boundaries and make sure that both districts end 
up representing our community well. Dean Foster: do you anticipated any annexations for 
you city? Which way? A: We do not expect any annexations. We have recently completed an 
annexation about a year ago of 20,000 residents. We have currently annex our entire urban 
growth area. We have plenty of residentual and commercial copacity so we don’t anticipate 
we'll see alot of movement in our urban growth boundaries in any near time future. I will say 
that part of the reason we got split up so much is because we had done alot of annexation 
over the last 10 years and that contributed to the issue.  

5/25/11 Sam Cunningham     Everett   Testimony 6     Island County to include woodby island cameno island, stanwood to remain 2nd 
congressional district and the 10 legislative district. We do not want our county to be split up 
and feel that we have a good ethnic and generational balance. We have a lot of retirees on 
woodby and cameno also. Politically it is shown that we are competitive by both politcal 
parties. we have working relationships with our state and county representatives that we 
have greatly invested in so we dont want to lose them.  

5/25/11 Jennifer 
Gregerson, Chair 

21st LD Democrat   Everett   Testimony 7     Currently the 21st consist mostly of SW Snohomish county and includes all or portions of the 
cities Edmunds, Lynnwood, Mount Lake Terrace, and Mukelteo. It also has the 
unincorporated communities between those cities all of which are urban growth areas of 
those cities. We consider SW Snohomish to be a community of interest. We support keeping 
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it in as few legislative districts as possible. Our community is distinctly urban and compact 
with good transportation connections and  strong public schools in established 
neighborhoods. We are also proud of the growing diverse community. 10 percent is persons 
of color, Asian American and Hispanic. As you consider new boundaries for the 21st we want 
you to include that we hope to stay in as few districts as possible. right now the 21st covers 
80 percent with the 32nd and the 1st has the remaining portions. The letter I submitted 
proposes taking some precincts in Edmunds and losing precint in the unincorporated area of 
Everett right now. I know those are part of the 32nd district and that district needs to grow a 
bit.  There are some precincts east of Lynnwood up to I5 and I think that would also meet the 
spirit of our proposal, but I submit that personally. 

5/25/11 Raymond Miller, 
Chair 

10th LD Democrats   Everett   Testimony 8     I come here with many of the same concerns as the city of Marysville since I'm also a resident 
of Marysville. The 10th legislative district covers all of island, parts of Skagit and parts of 
Snohomish county. We are seperated by some unatural bodies of long water and some 
unnatural I think boundaries that exist. Folks on Island county, Skagit, and Snohomish 
sometimes have different views and different political process but we need to make sure that 
we have more natural boundaries and not be divided by large bodies of water that keep us 
from being able to communicate and travel as effectively as we can. I'm endorsing the city of 
marysville the 10th legislative district is way to big with no natural boundaries.  

5/25/11 Elaine Phelps 33rd LD WSDCC State 
Committee Woman 

Shoreline Everett   Testimony 9   32nd We know that the 32nd needs to grow or be chopped up and parcelled out. I have lived in a 
number of legislative districts since I have lived in Washington. I've lived in the 1st, 44th and 
now the 32nd, but I have lived in the same house for 40 years. My main point is that 
whatever happens to the 32nd we already acustomed to having to cross the Snohomish 
county King county line. Part of our representation is in Edmunds, we do have some precincts 
in Edmunds and Woodwain?? All of our precincts are small suburban cities. I think that 
Shoreline is the largest one with a population of about 52,000. I think it would be a disservice 
if Shoreline and the 32nd district were to be incorporated in the 36th district. Which lies 
entirely with Seattle. That would mean any suburban part would be lost politically, because 
the main focus of that district will be Seattle, Seattle legislations, Seattle elections. We work 
very well among the suburban cities we share in this district. When we first became a cross 
county district I was upset thinking how could this possible work. You have so many different 
interests, but it is not true. You go from where I live in Snohomish county across to King 
county and you dont know that you have crossed a line. our interest are suburban rather than 
the biggest city in the state. Id rather think about it being expanded but whatever chopping 
happens is that you do take into account of the neighborhoods. We have very strong 
neighborhoods. 

5/25/11 Rick Bligh   Everett Everett   Testimony 10     You can describe the 39th district by its highways. We strech from cascade peaks along 
highway 2 through Monroe. From Arlington to Sedro Wooley along highway 9 and from Sedro 
Wooley to New Haylem?????49:20and Diablo in Whatcom county along highway 20. we are 
not a community of interest.  We have one precint in New Haylem thats in Whatcom county. 
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Two precincts in Skycomish which is in King county. The reason for this is you cant get to 
Skycomish from King county without goign through Monroe which is in Snohomish county. I 
would like to see those two precincts in Skycomish and the one precinct in New Haylem 
eliminated from the district. We strech from north King county all the way to the canadian 
border and that gives us a great deal of difficulty in managing our district. We have little in 
common with the mountain regions. We have little in common with Skagit and Sky Valley. We 
have only two populated areas Monroe and Arlington. My great desire would be to eliminate 
Skycomish and New Haylem from the district because they provide us with a great challenge 
in terms of travel. There is no way i can get people to come from New Haylem or Skycomish, 
the travel distance is to great. I would ask that you do something about the ridiculous 
geographical situation we have.  Q: could you recommend what district those? A: the 42nd, 
45th 

5/25/11 John Milem   Everett Everett   Testimony 11     The first page I propose shows a congressional district located entirely within snohomish 
county. Except that part of the city includes bothell which is in King county which is associated 
with a potential annexation area. The five metro politan counties of puget sound have 60 
percent of the states population, the rest of the state has 40 percent. metropolitan puget 
sound area has 6 members of congress. the rest of the state has 3. the logic of that is the 10th 
congressional district should not be a metropolitan district, but be a district outside that area. 
the district in this state that is most closely divided between the 5 metropolitan in puget 
sound is the 2nd district. I propose that you create a new 10th congressional district that 
would be a very rural and agricultural district. composed of all of the counties now in the 2nd, 
plus Chelan, Douglas, Oakanogan, and Ferry county. The first 3 are now agricultural counties. 
Then let the population short fall be made up by adding the agricultural portions of 
Snohomish and King county to that district. With that district that now leave the urban part of 
Snohomish county just slightly short of the right population to be a district that is where we 
add Bothell. So this district would include Arlington, Marysville, Lakes Stevens, Snohomish, 
Monroe, Everett, Mulkelteo,Mill Creek, Edmunds, Lynnwood, Mount Lake Terrace, Brier, 
Woodway, and Bothell. For Legislative districts, Snohomish county is divided between 7 
legislative districts.  My suggestion is to reduce that to 6. Im proposing there be a new 
legislative district in Snohomish county that would center on Marysville. Marysville would be 
all in one legislative district. The other municipality in that area would be Arlington, 
Stanwood, and Darrington. The remainder of the East part of the county would be a district 
that would include Lake Stevens, Snohomish, Monroe, Granite Falls, Sultan, Gold Bar, and I 
am leaving those 627 people in Skycomish school district in the south county. The southwest 
part of the county would have 3 full districts and part of a 4th. One would consist of the cities 
Everett and Mulkelteo. There would be a SW district in the corner which would include the 
entire cities of Edmunds, Mount Lake Terrace, Lynnwood, Brier and Woodway. The city of 
Bothell and a portion of its potential annexation area would be added to the 32nd district 
which would be Shorline, Lake Forest Park, Kenmore and Bothell. Then there would be a 
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district between Bothell and Everett, this would be the Mill Creek district. Mill Creek would be 
the only municipality in that district. 

5/25/11 Elenore Walters     Everett   Testimony 12   39 Im going to speak on the I had a very difficult time drawing people together to be heard in 
town hall meetings, precint activities.  In addition to the fact there are 4 counties I needed to 
be accountability to in regards to recordd keeping to anaylize budgets and state policies and 
how they affect those counties.  My first impression of the 39th in terms of representing the 
people; Was this a Gerrymandered district?  it implies there is political influence. In terms of 
the district setbacks, the setback appeared to me as a newcomer trying to gather citizens of 
the district. It was extremely difficult legislative district to work in.  I dont want tomake this a 
political commentary rather to say when you want citizen participation we do need to look 
carefully at the boundaries. I know thats what you are here to do and i respect you. Please 
take agood look at the 39th.  If you could lets make it a region that includes a more balance 
representation of those who want to speak to government and be represented. I would 
advocated more of what the previous speaker said. His reference to Granite Falls, Arlington, 
Lake Stevens, Monroe, including the two precints in Skycomish I think it makes more sense to 
keep the people in Snohomish county together rather then drawing that strip on the East 
side. My preference would be to pull the border from the top, down and lessen the Whatcom 
county precinct area and maybe into Skagit so we keep the Snohomish group together. 

5/25/11 Bruce Morton     Everett   Testimony 13   44 I am pleased that I can ask for full printed maps and a spreadsheet and come up with a 
redistricting plan myself. I do want to do that, but I don’t want to do that if its going to be 
"thank you very much" and be ignored. What will be your process for taking in the input. Lura 
Powell: Our process is that everything that comes in is going to be distrubuted to each 
commissioner and as they are working on their individual plan and as we work on the 
combined plan we are going to be taking all this information into account. Its a lot of 
information but as we have been seeing and hearing so far its been very valuable to us and I 
assure you it will be taken very serious. 

5/25/11 Lona Wilbur     Everett   Webcast 1     Organize by Counties with LD boundary lines 
5/25/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Everett   Webcast 2     I am back. (was at another meeting last night) 
5/25/11 Lona Wilbur     Everett   Webcast 3     The 10th LD includes LaConner, part of Mount vernon, bootleg of Burlington, Stanwood, 

Camano Island, part of Arlington, oart of Anacortes, Whidbey Island cities,,,! 
5/25/11 Lona Wilbur     Everett   Webcast 4     Follow up comment to Raymond Millers comments on the 10th LD 
5/25/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Everett   Webcast 5     take off that stupid hat!!! (I know you cant let this go thru..- just had to vent) 
5/25/11 Lona Wilbur     Everett   Webcast 6     If you are organizing LD by like geographical area, or populations, the 10th is very scattered 

into 3 counties and cities. 
5/25/11 Lona Wilbur     Everett   Webcast 7     many cities.' 
5/25/11 Brittney     Everett   Webcast 8     I think that Mill Creek needs to go in to WA 1st LD. It seems like it is cut out of that district. It 

is connected to the 1st via 527 and is better suited in that district with its demographics and 
atmosphere. 

5/25/11 Lona Wilbur     Everett   Webcast 9     If 39th LD is redistricted as comments have been made by Rick Bligh and Elenor Walters, 
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where would this suggestion locate the Suak Suiattle Tribe> 

5/25/11 Lona Wilbur     Everett   Webcast 10     As the Sauk Suiattle Tribe needs to be geophically located, remain within the boundaries of 
the 2nd CD with the other tribes currently located within the 2nd CD. 

5/25/11 Randy     Everett   Webcast 11     I-5 would be a very good boundary for Congressional districts with the 1st west of I-5 and a 
new 10th to the east, both including Snohomish and King counties. Keeps them both 
competitive so they'll better represent constituencies. 

5/26/11 David Willson   unknown     Email       Click to view email: Question about precision 

5/26/11 Peter Dunbar   unknown     Email       Click to view email: Bellevue Redistricting public forum 

5/26/11 John Milem   Vancouver Bellingham   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

5/26/11 Larry Helm   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 1     If you look at the 40th LD there is a little point, and I'm a house in the very north almost 
completely surrounded by the 42nd. So I'm here to make comments about redistricting in 
general. It seems to me if I were in your place I'd have a choice between making my new 
districts conservative, liberal, or balanced and with a balance Id call a swing district. What I'm 
here to urge you to do, is if you have a choice between the three to always choose swing 
district or balanced. I've been somewhat keeping with politics over the last 10 years and I 
found that if you are in a district which is heavily conservative or heavily liberal its very hard 
to get good candidates or donations for any candidate if you are on the minority side. If you 
have a balanced district you get strong candidates, good debate, and you get good 
representation on the issues to the public and they know what they are going to vote on. So 
your decisions will make the difference in these political races in a way that you may not have 
given priority to. if  have have really strong candidates on both sides you get really good 
participation in the voting process and people understand what they are voting for. 

5/26/11 Gilberto Estrada   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 2     I live in Arlington WA, I am here to urge the commission to draw a CD in King county to 
include people of color. There is a census of 2010 that shows people of color make up to 27 
percent of the state population, with a higher concentration of people in King county, 35 
percent. Yakima county, 52 percent. With over one quarter of the state population identifying 
themselves as people of color, that means 1 in 4. With the requirement that Washington 
draw an entirely new CD we now have the opportunity to CD that represents people of color. 
This will not be possible without the growth of washington state immigrant population and 
communities of color. The state will likely not have received the 10th congressional seat. 
Since the beginning 1950's, 60's, 70's 80's, every year we have been misrepresented, now is 
the opportunity to do that. We urge you to improve?????21:38??? in unrepresented cities. Its 
very importatnt that those that live in the shadows have the right representation. We count 
on you the way you count on us to participate in all the activities and vote. We believe in 
justice, we believe in equal opportunities and thats why we are her 

5/26/11 Hue Beattie   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 3     I'd like to echo what  Mr. Estrada said. Im here from Whatcom county. About a month ago I 
watched a very good public tv show. A gentleman spoke about making the 10th down in the 
South Seattle area. How it would help if a person of minority was elected to the congress 
from our state.  I think its a good thing. Start there with the 10th. LD, the 39th is not drawn 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0026.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0027.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0010.pdf
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well at the present, we should put it all back in Snohomish. give the 42nd and the 40th the 
pieces that are up this way. Its just not workable. Its hard to drive far away. I ran for state 
Senate in 2008 in the 40th, and its a very difficult district to run in.  You got the islands, 
belignham,anacortes, and mt vernon, your just all over the place. I think it would be better to 
have San Juans and Island county together in a district.  The other problem I see we have a 
law that says precincts are suppose to be 900 voters or less and if it gets bigger we're suppose 
to split them. 10 years have gone by and nobodys been doing much splitting up here. We got 
precincts that are two thousand and something and have been for a long time. We have 
others that are very small. We haev more precincts 10 years ago then we do now even with 
all the growth. I think it was 150 then and 119 now. I went through and did a count. We have 
50 precincts that are greater than 900 right now, and have been for quite awhile. so it makes 
it hard for a precinct committee officer to walk there precinct. With the supreme court rulings 
with the corporate money and you get 5-6 million in the last week in the mail. Its hard to 
overcome that if your just running a little campaign somwhere. So its good to keep the 
precinct small so when you got the volunteers you can get out there and work. 

5/26/11 Richard May   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 4     Im not representing anyone in particular. I've been putting some thought into this. Im really 
glad I got to point at the LD map with two of the commissioners before I got here. Looks like 
the 10th LD needs to get a little bigger and the 39th is expanding over four different counties 
vertically. The 39th and 42nd are over a little bit so it looks like things are going to squeeze up 
north. Right now we got a LD line running through Bellingham city. When you talk about the 
word contiguous, you cant avoid itin Seattle. You have to have LD lines going right through 
the city. It just comes with that. when you got cities that are less population then the LD's you 
dont need a line right down the middle. As Mr. Helm pointed out earlier, in Bellingham city 
you got people on one side of the street being represented by 3 democrats and people on the 
opposite side of the street being represented by 3 republicans. If as a neighborhood they 
have the same things they would like to see done in Olympia, they have entirely different 
representation depending on what side of the street they happen to live on. I'll be attempting 
to submit some example maps in this open process. I could see for example the 39th 
shrinking up to being more Skagit and north and some that need to get larger such as the 
10th moving east and taking more of the underside of Snohomish or Skagit. There is no map 
here, so i'll spare you. I would like to see more continuous and communities of interest be 
observed more especially concerning Bellingham. The amount of  drive that 39th LD would 
have to do to get representation or run for office.Thats a 4 county shot that I dont think they 
would have to do. 

5/26/11 Jose Maldonado   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 5     I live here in Lynden Washington. I have lived here in the zone sine 1991. I have seen how the 
population of immigrants has grown over that time. I am forming a group in this area called 
One America. We are struggling for justice for everyone. Now that I have this opportunity to 
have a representative that is immigrant or of color I wish to have this considered. Since the 
immigrant community contributes to the growth of this country. today we dont have a 
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representative of color. I understand that by forming a new district the immigrant community 
will participate more. In the growth and progess of the community I have seen the struggle of 
the people and how hard they work and this will be one process that will get them to 
participate more without looking at the difference in color or race or ethnicity and working 
together. Good luck in the process. 

5/26/11 Gustavo Ramos OneAmerica Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 6     I come from the city of Mt. Vernon, Skagit county. I have a testimony I would like to read. On 
behalf of One American and its members, we sumit the testimony concerning State wide 
redistricting and urge that the new 10th CD reflects the growing presents and power of 
communities of color, immigrant and refugee communities in Washington state. we believe 
that the Win Win network unity map accomplishes that goal. Member based organization and 
the largest immigrant advocacy organization in the state One Americas mission is to advance 
the fundamentle priciples of democracy and justice through building power in immigrant  
communities in callaboration with key allies. Our members are active across Washington 
state including Mount Vernon, Tacoma, Walla Walla, Tri Cities, Yakima, White Center, Burien, 
Bellingham, Kent, and Vancouver. Our members are monitoring the redistricting process 
closely. Since redrawing the lines across the state will have a profound impact on the 
representation immigrant and refugee communities at different levels of goverment. The 
demographics of WA state continues to change. redistricting must account for these shifts in 
population. 1 in 4 people in Washington are people of color about 1 in 8 are immigrants. In 
fact without the growth in WA states immigrant population and communities of color the 
state most likely would not have recieved the 10th congressional seat. despite representation 
a significant percentage of the state wide population and nearly all of its population growth, 
no single CD is a majority people of color. As such we urge that the redistricting committee to 
support a majority people of color CD in south King county. As it creates a new 10th CD 
following the unity map outlined by the Win Win network. We believe it is critical that the 
communities of color, and immigrant refugees should have a representation from WA 
state.That are represented by WA state. That has issues of importance to those communities 
like immigration reforms at the top of that agenda. A new CD following the unity map will 
lead to increase civic participation and civic agency among immigrants and community of 
color. Many new americans come from countries that are not democracies and we need to 
encourage their participation in this civic  process. One important way to accomplish this is to 
create a majority people of color district where new Americans will feel that their vote counts 
and that those elected to represent them prioritize their issues. It will provide immigrants and 
communities of color the opportunity to hold elected office accountable for not just 
supporting their issues, but showing true leadership on those issues. Their are many people in 
are congressional delegation who already support issues like comprehinsive immigration 
reform. However, a majority people of color CD will push the elected representative to be a 
leader of critical issues facing immigrants and people of color. We hope you consider the 
impact of your decisions on representation on communities of color and immigrants as you 
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move forward in the redistricting process. we also would like to reinforce the importance of 
the commissioners conducting outreach and engaging in immigrant communities outside of 
the public hearingings scheduled since the meetings are a one time event and havent reached 
many people in the braoder community. Thank you for your consderation and dont hesitate 
to contact One America if you need any information from us in reference to these comments.  

5/26/11 Jose Ortiz OneAmerica Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 7     My friends and partners have spoke already about redrawing 10th CD line. I'm not going to go 
over some of things they have. In the past couple years we engage a lot of our community to 
participate in politics so they can learn the process and its been wonderful to see the 
immigrant community involved in local politics and state politics and also at the national 
level. So we just encourage that you redraw the new 10th CD lines that better reflect the 
growing presence of power in a community of color and immigrants. It was a great way of 
learning and being together with our community as one.  as we saw the immigrants learning 
the process of engaging in civic participation. 

5/26/11 Luanne Van 
Werven 

  Lynden Bellingham   Testimony 8     I speak tonight as a citizen. Thank you for the commitment you have made to give us our 
voice in this process. It must be a very grueling experience. I appreciate that you have been 
willing to travel around the state and give us this opportunity. Tonight my comment will 
address three areas, specifically the 40th and 42nd LD's which make up Whatcom county.  
Also the 2nd CD and then what I saw was one of your goals was to have a map ready in 
November. First of all as far as Whatcom county is concerned in the LD's. What I see in 
Whatcom county, we make up two diverse communities of interest. The values being 
uniqueto each area. In the north Whatcom county we have more rural neighborhoods and 
communities and to the south towards Bellingham we have more urban areas. what I see is 
that there are definitely interests and values that are shared uniquely to each district. My 
encouragement to you as you keep that in mind as you put together the maps that if you are 
going to have to take a population out of the 42nd most of that should come out of the 
Bellingham area because that is more of the urban area and that we maintain that rural feel 
in north Whatcom county. As I study the maps i'm aware of 42nd district finger that goes 
down into Fairhaven, they call it the Fairhaven Finger. I'm not exactly sure how that came to 
be or even why. It just seems more logical to me that it becomes part of the 40th district. By 
Lake Whatcom on the south shore areas of Britain Road that is more rural in nature as well.  
so that seems to me best contained in the 40th LD. As far as the 2nd CD, with the larger 
population. I know what the tendency of the redistricting commission is to strengthen the 
position of an incumbant. I do see that we would be better served by keeping that CD as 
competive as possible to give the citizens ample opportunity to serve as citizen legislatures 
rather than making it more democratic or more republican. I think keeping it as competitive 
as possible is advisable. The last is that I saw that you want to have a map prepared and ready 
in November rather than something that is ready to go December 31. I would appreciate the 
opportunity to view a map I think it brings a certain level of transparency to the process so 
that we can see and even make comments at that point so that it doesnt just become final on 
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December 31 without us even having an opportunity to view that map. With that, I thank you 
for coming to Bellingham it was important to testify. 

5/26/11 Ann Culbertson   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 9     I am coming from Whatcom county, very close to the Canadian border. Having lived in this 
community 18 years I was just going to speak as well as my friend Luanne was talking about 
the idea of dividing our LD in half. My thought is north south is better because we do have 
that rural mindset up there close to that canadian border into Bellingham. The lower part is 
quite industrial we have the college and other things. Those are things that I think are 
important. I am very impressed with all of the work that you do. I do ask that you consider 
the fact that we are way up there and dividing some of our large precincts, some of us in half, 
or cutting our community on one side of the guide. If you take a look at that we are all kind of 
together up there. We crossing the guide frequently and egage. I think Bellingham has that 
buisiness minded community as well. We do ask for your consideration on those things. I am 
very excited about being able to see the maps, because i'm going to learn about maps before 
you get done. I hope that in November you will have that ready because it would be really 
exciting for us in the process to be able to say "oh, we get to have input" or just to see all the 
things that you have done. We very much appreciate all your hard work.   Lura Powell: I do 
want to make just one clarification. On the maps, availability, and comment. In mid 
September we are going to have draft maps presented to you for you all to make another 
round of comment on. When we do have the maps finalized and we have all agreed in 
Novermber. We are always happy to hear comment, but at that point we wont be able to 
make any major changes. Its going to be corrections or things we may have overlooked. The 
September one is where you will see draft maps and thats the time to jump in and say we 
really like this better than this or we think you ought to reconsider X. Then during the month 
of October we are going to be working together to try to come up with final or nearly final 
maps. 

5/26/11 Harriet Spanel   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 10   40 I live in the 40th district. I'd like to remain in the 40th district. I know there has been some 
discussion by some people as far as all the islands being together. I am not a supporter of 
that. I think that the San Juan Islands have more in common with parts of Skagit county and 
Bellingham then they do with Island county. So I would encourage you to keep the little circle 
there. I know that you are going to have to move down from the north and probably put 
more of Whatcom county in the 40th district which means your going to have to change that 
line to the south. I've watched it change over the years and it seems to me if I had my 
preference I would give that eastern part of Skagit county to the 39th and keep the western 
portion with the Whatcom county. That is a personal opinion, I havent discussed it with 
anyone else. The other big thing I think of is the phylosophy whether you make districts that 
are very similar or whether districts have a mix of phylosophy in them. I honestly dont know 
what is the best. I think the way the 40th and 42nd are is that way in a sense. I know there 
has been an attempt to mix it up a little. Its sometimes difficult  when your dealing with the 
boarders. I'm glad you'll have another hearing in September.  I hope you come back to 
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Bellingham and that i'll be here. I know everbody but the chair, welcome to the group. I was 
glad that a woman got appointed. Thank you gentlemen for doing that.  

5/26/11 John Milem   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 11     The proposals that I'm offering you tonight, the first one is for the CD. This is only about 500 
people different from the version you saw last time. This one is part of the statewide plan. I 
think a lot of people don’t understand slight less than 60 percent of the population of the 
state is in Metropolitan puget sound. slightly over 40 percent is in the 34 counties of the 
state. The portion in metropolitan puget sound is slightly lower in 2010 then in 1970. Over 
that 40 year period we got 2 congressman, both of them went to Metropolitan puget sound. 
There is no way to put the 10th CD into the metropolitan puget sound without dividing all the 
rest of the state to give the metropolitan area that district. My posistion is that the 10th CD 
needs to go in those other 34 counties. Under my proposal the largest city in that proposed 
district would be Bellingham. Unfortuanately we have got to put 150,000 people from east of 
the mountains into a western district. The statute indicates that we divide as few counties as 
possible. one way of doing that is to collect some counties with the right number of people 
from eastern washington and put them into a district in the northern part (present 2nd 
district).  That district would be the most rural in the state and the second most agricultural 
district in the state. Considering the agricultural focus of that area in easter washington 
Chelan, Douglas, Okanogan, and Ferry counties. That is as good of fit as we can make. Its 
certainly not wonderful. Its as good as we can make because Whatcom and Skagit counties 
are the two leading agricultural counties in western washington by value of production and 
Snohomish and King are next after that. The other thing that I am showing you tonight is my 
proposal for the four north western counties. Some people who have spoken will like this 
fine, some wont like it so well. Barrying in mind that the statute calls for dividing as few cities 
as possible, I believe that the city of Bellingham is actually required by statute to be in a single 
district. My proposal is to create a LD which is composed of the city of Bellingham and 
Whatcom county west of the guide. There would be another district which would be the 
balance of Whatcom county, east of I5, plus the area in Skagit county east of I5 including 
Burlington and Mount Vernon. South of Mount Vernon would follow the present boundary 
between the 10th and 39th districts. The other district in this area would be San Juan and 
Island counties, Skagit county, west of I5 then south of Mount Vernon west of that boundary, 
between the 10th and 39th. With that, Im delighted to be on the campus of where my 
mother was a student 88 years ago. 

5/26/11 John Swapp   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 12     I am a Native of Anacortes, and even a long ago graduate of Western. I'd like to thank the 
commission for driving all over the state spending your evenings talkin to the public. I think I'd 
like to see the districts politically balanced. Right now we have some districts that are leaning 
to one side or the other. If they are fairly neutral then we will have a better chance with a 
more diverse group of candidates to run for these offices. I would also like to see this 
wrapped up as quickly as we can. November, December if at all possible. 

5/26/11 John Milem     Bellingham   Testimony 13     I'd just like to say how proud of this state, and to be a voter in this state. Citizen of this state. 
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Which has not hesitated to elect a Governor of Asian ancestry, has not hesitated to elect in its 
largest county a chief executive of African American ancestry, has not hesistated to elect a 
Native American to congress and has not hesitated to elect a Latino to congress, and i'm 
proud to be in the district that she represents. Out of all the states, I think Washington is one 
of those at the forefront of those kinds of issues not mattering to the voters. I think what the 
voters are looking at is who are the candidates of high quality and not skin color. They are not 
interested or concerned about that. As a cultural matter, that has not gone away.  There are 
still cultural sensitivities. My sense of the thing is, we are on the right path of the state. We 
are moving in the right direction as a state.  My own sense is that if the commission decides 
that it needed to do things on the basis of racial or ethnic identities that that is probably going 
to be causing more mischief and interferring with the good direction that the state is heading.    

5/26/11 Gustavo Ramos   Bellingham Bellingham   Testimony 14     I can agree to the statements that were made whole heartly in reference to this state. So I 
can agree with that. I can understand that there are individuals of color that have been 
elected to office. Representative wise, reference to population in certain areas and that is not 
happening. consequently that is the concern. There are some districts in which are created 
that is of interest of color that there will be somebody  to represent that particular district, 
and it would be a benefit to the people. Its not a disadvantage and I dont think it creates any 
particular problem. I think it can solve alot of the problems we already have. Getting national 
representation of minority population or of a persons of color when that has not been 
sufficient in reference to population. We are talking about equal representations. I dont think 
is some areas we have had equal representation even though we have had some. I've been an 
elected official myself and the first person elected of color in my community in California in a 
city that was incorporated in 1891 and I was elected in 1972 as the first person of color. There 
had never been any representation there. There are areas in our state that hasnt been any. Its 
important from that perspective. I am proud of this state for the progress they have made 
and just how open it is. Im asking for more openess in that area. 

5/26/11 Lona Wilbur     Bellingham   Webcast 1     ~Joining in by Webcast! 
5/26/11 Guest     Bellingham   Webcast 2     Thank you so much for adding a webcast element to this process! 
5/26/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Bellingham   Webcast 3     hello 
5/26/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Bellingham   Webcast 4     My testimony for north part of the state.  Keep the rural Whatcom County in the 42nd LD. 

Take the excess population from the 42nd out of Bellingham city. 
5/26/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Bellingham   Webcast 5     Also, it makes sense to keep the connection of Island Co and Skagit County in the 10th 

District. That keeps a land connection between Whidbey island and the district.  Finally, Mt 
Vernon should remain in the 40th District. 

5/26/11 Lona Wilbur     Bellingham   Webcast 6     Request for Skagit County to remain within the 40th LD boundary lines. Currently Skagit has 3 
LD's: 10th 39th and 40th.  All of Skagit County should be located within 1 LD.  Example the 
portion of LaConner, Swinomish, Shelter Bay, Summit Beach, march Point, Channel Drive, 
Dodge Valley hold more in common with Anacortes, Mount Vernon and Burlington then with 
Whidbey Island.  Including geographical likeness, Swinomish, Samish and Upper Skagit Tribes 
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have commonality to drawn within the same LD. 

5/26/11 Lona Wilbur     Bellingham   Webcast 7     Snee Oosh Beach included in the previous comment. 
5/26/11 Lona Wilbur     Bellingham   Webcast 8     In regard to the 2nd CD, has 8 Tribes: Tulalip, Stillaguamish, Suak Suiattle, Swinomish, Samish, 

Upper Skagit, Nooksack,  Lummi Tribes, these 8 Tribes need to continue to remain drawn 
within the 2nd CD as they maintain commonality to justify this to continue. 

5/26/11 Lona Wilbur     Bellingham   Webcast 9     If the redistricting committee has language to maintain populations, boundary lines by 
commonality then this needs to given open consideration in the decision making process for 
equality, fairness and justice in representation within LD's and CD's.  thank you! 

5/26/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview Bellingham   Webcast 10     thanks! 
5/26/11 Lona Wilbur     Bellingham   Webcast 11     du ha dups, Thank you!~ 
5/27/11 Grays Harbor 

Young 
Professional 

  Aberdeen     E-Form       Click to view message 

5/27/11 John Marchione, 
Mayor   

City of Redmond Redmond     Letter       Click to view document 

5/28/11 Robert A. Lowe   Bellevue     Email       Click to view email: Comment for commissioners 

5/29/11 Noelle Levesque   Sequim     Email       Click to view email: Redistricting WA 

5/31/11 David Willson   unknown     Email       Click to view email: Question about precision 

6/1/11 Christopher 
Roberts 

  Shoreline     E-Form       33 

6/1/11 Peter Dunbar   unknown     Email       Click to view email: Bellevue Redistricting public forum 

6/2/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton     Letter       Click to view document 

6/4/11 John Milem   Vancouver Pasco   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

6/4/11 John Milem   Vancouver Wenatchee   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

6/5/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Letter       Click to view proposed map 

6/6/11 Joaquin Avila and 
Sarah Dunne 

  Seattle     Email       Click to view email: ACLU and Avila Letter to Redistricting Commission - Part 2 of 2 

6/6/11 Sarah A Dunne & 
Joaquin G. Avila, 
Legal Director 
and Director 

ACLU of Washington        Letter       Click to view document 

6/7/11 Augustin Rocha OneAmerica Pasco Pasco   Testimony 1     We support keeping the Tri Cities and Yakima in the same CD since these two cities have a 
community of common interest of Latino and immigrant voters, with similar demographics 
and priorities.  We believe in fair representation. Immigrants as a whole should be equally 
represented.  

6/7/11 Madeleine Brown   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 2     I want to ask you guys not to make any safe districts. I think we need to have a lot more 
unsafe districts. I realize I'm speaking to people who are very partisen. One of the things that 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0028.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0003.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0029.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0030.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0031.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0033.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0032.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0007.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0020.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0035.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0053.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0034.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0016.pdf
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is wrong with our country is we are thriving on the fringes. Most people in our country and in 
our state our more moderate and in the middle. When a district is safe the candidate thats 
more on the edge there is more modivation for the candidate to be more on the edge to pull 
the people that way. When districts are more competitive more people succeed because 
people will try to come to the middle to find common middle ground. I want to strongly urge 
to not to the precise Gerrymandering that our technology allows us to do, but to make 
competitive, unsafe districts. Thats an overarching principle. You guys have a difficult job, and 
i'm glad you have technology, but dont let it help you too much.  

6/7/11 Curtin Mohr   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 3     I would suggest that we are all citizens and that the boundaries ought to be determined on 
things like economic concentration of interest within various areas. It should be based on 
population centers. Particular in terms of communication. Somebody who lives near Yakima 
ought to be included in the Yakima district rather then the Tri Cities, so to speak, geographic 
locations. Transportation, Communication. As far as comments I have already listened to. I 
suggest we are all Americans.  The boundary should not be determined on ethnic, political, 
immigration population, or anything else. We need to all be Americans and all these other 
types of considerations have no place in determining the boundaries.  

6/7/11 John Milem   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 4     What I am offering you tonight is a proposed CD for the south central part of the state, which 
looks remarkably like the current 4th district. Chelan and Douglas counties are removed as 
you have seen before in connection with building the new 10th district. Small amount of 
population is added. A piece of Skamainia is also removed from the current 4th. The balance 
of Adams county is added. A very small part of the eastern most population in King county 
just to bring the population up to what is necessary. With respect to the state legislature, the 
Tri Cities have grown sufficiently. These cities all include unincorporated population that are 
totally enclosed within the cities. My suggestion is that a district be created of Kennewick and 
as much of Pasco that can be put into the district. Which is 95 percent of it. That means that 
the balace of Benton county, all the agricultural areas of Benton county will be a single district 
instead of split and they will be in a district with a population in the Sunnyside and Grandview 
areas of Yakima county sufficient to bring the population up to the required amount. All of 
the agricultural areas in Franklin county and that part of Pasco that cant be put into the 
district with the rest of Pasco and Kennewick would go into a district with Lincoln and Adams 
counties, the south eastern parts of Grant county and a triangular wedge of Spokane county 
including both Cheney and Medical Lake. This is one of the most agriculturally productive 
areas in America and is presently split among the 7th, 9th, 12th, 13th and 16th districts. It just 
seems to me it makes more sense to put them into a single district.  

6/7/11 Jazmin Santacruz OneAmerica Pasco Pasco   Testimony 5     I am the Eastern Washingon organizer for One America, as well as a longtime community 
member here in the Tri Cities. Basically I am here to ask you guys, as a number of people have 
said, make this as fair as possible as far as redistricting. One of the things we have seen in the 
past especially with Yakima being the example, we want to esure that immigrants, refugees 
and communities of color have equal and fair representaion in congress and in the state 
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legislature. In Yakima an example of how the  redistricting process has impacted the 
egagement and power of immigrant community. Where in 2000 redistricting process, the 
latino population was seperated into three seperate state LD. Esencially splitting the voting 
power of Latinos in three. As  a result Yakima has no Latino elected official and there 
representatives have consistently voted against pro immigrant policies despite having a 
majority of people of color in the county. To that we have seen the best way to represent the 
majority of poeple of color specifically, we support the creation of a CD in south King county 
based on the Win Win Networks unity map. Which is what you have in front of you. I 
understand that you have probably already gotten it from them. While King county is far from 
Pasco and the Tri Cities, it is critical that Washington state have an elected leader that 
prioritizes the issues of immigrants, refugees and people of color.  

6/7/11 Maria Mendoza OneAmerica Pasco Pasco   Testimony 6     I am a Latina, a Mexican, Immigrant. I came to the united states at the age of 17. I am very 
proud to have been accepted. Considering all the challenges that we have to face in this 
country. First thing being the language and the other is the fact that we dont have 
documentation. The other part she said is the language and the other part she is proud to be 
able to participate. One of the difficulties is that we are here illegally. Secondly we do not 
know the language and we are like sheep without a shepard. We have no one to represent us. 
This is one of the reasons why are human rights and are civil rights are trounced upon faced 
with, we dont have equal rights. we pay in advance for our benefits. We pay our taxes for our 
benefits that we receive but when its time to need our benefits they are not forth coming. 
We do not get medical coverage. They violate our rights. We are discriminated against. The 
insurances do not want to pay for medical expenses. I am very appreciative and give you 
thanks for the work you are trying to do. I am here to serve you. I am going to give my life for 
you all. Im going to turn over my life to God who gave it to me. I wouldnt have the money 
disposible to me for me to buy all my parts . my life is not guranteed by anyone. may god 
bless you. together we can make one america, working together, everyone putting in his bit 
of sand.  

6/7/11 Patrick  Mc 
Burney 

  Pasco Pasco   Testimony 7     I am very please that we have the redistricting law that we do have. What I would want to 
impress upon this commission this evening, is that ultimately political geographic boundaries 
are most important in making redistricting decisions. The Tri Cities is an area where we have 
political boundaries and geographical boundaries formed by the Columbia River. We have for 
most of my life, the 16th district on one side of the river and the 8th district on the other side. 
Its clear that given the increases in population that both of those districts are going to have to 
shrink. They will become smaller as a result with the increase in population. As far as LD's go 
the 8th and the 16th, I would urge the commission to consider to keep the core parts of 
Benton county in the 8th district. Those being Kenniwick, Richland, Benton City, and Prosser 
to the extent of that as practical. As far as the 16th district is concerned, to try and keep Walla 
Walla and Pasco together. We are abley represented in the 4th district. I would like to see the 
Tri Cities remain part of the 4th district rather than have that would be inclusive of the 
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Kenniwick,Richland, and pasco being part of the 4th district.  Even though there is a political 
seperation and geographical seperation between Kenniwick, Pasco, and Richland, it is one 
community. It is best served by being represented by one CD. I would want the commission to 
discourage the movement of the 3rd district along the Columbia River and parts of Benton 
county. I dont think that serves the citizens of the 3rd district well and I dont think that serves 
the citizens of Benton, Walla Walla counties if it goes that way. Finally I think that the law 
states an excellent number of criteria. I believe that we should focus on those geographical 
and political seperations that we already know exist and try to avoid making LD decisions 
based accomodating one type of voter over another. I think that if the commission focuses on 
its population centers and contigious communities and keeping those communities together, i 
think we will do fine when you come up with your final report.  

6/7/11 Brenda High Franklin County 
Republican 

Pasco Pasco   Testimony 8     I really don’t know a lot about redistricting with the CD's. I sure hope you guys can figure it 
out. We are in District 16. Walla Walla has all three of the representatives. We never see 
them. Even though district 8 is not our district, all the people I know in Franklin county 
communicates with district 8 representatives. Jerome Delvin, hes our senator, not technically. 
We attend those rallys. Those are the people that communicate with us. So we totally feel 
non represented. I would hope there is some way we could dump Walla Walla.  I disagree 
with the guy, Walla Walla is not our area. I dont know how you can put it together, but move 
district 16 in that direction, even district 9 is bette than district 16. I'd prefer district 8. 

6/7/11 John Talbott   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 9     I concur with Ms. High and her observations. This is an American activity. This is an American 
institution we are talking about. We are all one americans. I have a great confidence in the 
voters of America understanding the issues and who they will vote for. When i look over how 
our districts are laid out I wonder in my wildest mind how did they gerrymander some of the 
districts the way they are. It grieves me to see that. So consider again. We are all Americans. 
We all know whats going on in our country. We for the most part all know how to vote and 
we are going to vote with our hearts and minds and we will do a good job.  Just give us the 
district boundaries that make sense that the average citizen can understand. These districts 
that look like fish hooks in the middle of a metropolitan area just doesnt make sense. There is 
a good example of it on the west side of the mountains. One of the districts dont make sense. 
People dont understand that. Remember who you are doing this for, the people. My parents 
came from italy and didnt know how to speak english and they learned it. They didnt have 
jobs and they went out and got them. They didnt have healthcare and they took care of 
themselves, and they did a good job. Thats what America is all about. I welcome all that 
participate in that.   

6/7/11 Dora Morfin   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 10     When you come to a conclusion on the boundaries especially for our area here that we have a 
representative. Like our fellow citizen was saying, that we have a representative here, that we 
could talk to. Its hard to go to Walla Walla and try to get ahold of a representative. So it 
would be nice if when you guys do the boundaries we could have a person in our hometown 
that we could talk to about the issues in our communities.  



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 63 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
6/7/11 Thessel Kendall   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 11     You have five critieria here that you are trying to struggle through in doing the redistricting. I 

would ask you of the first one to cut yourselves some slack. It says have equal population in 
all districts to the extent practicable. I would suggest you need to interpret that to perhaps 
plus or minus some number of percent. So you dont get into some of these fish hook 
formations that we're trying to do. Get yourself some leeway. I would suggest 3-5 percent of 
population difference should get you the ability to get realistic defensible districts. 

6/7/11 Mike Sheer   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 12     Looking at the growth that the state of Washington has encountered over the last decade. 
Primarily the big increase is south west Washington and central Washington. You have a small 
increase in northwest. The areas around seattle are half as much compared to the Tacoma 
area, Vancouver, Tri Cities and Yakima area that had substantial increases. When you look at 
the current CD the cascade mountains are the dividing line. There is a big east, west battle in 
the state. If you explore the ideas of bringing more of the CD eastward along the columbia 
accross white pass interstate 90 and making these CD's reflect more of the communities 
accross the state of Washington and not just be an east idealology verses a west idealology. I 
think would be an improvement. 

6/7/11 John Milem   Pasco Pasco   Testimony 13     After the Vancouver hearing, I was asked a question by one of the commissioners. I was 
responded when I asked whethere that response had been distributed to the commissioners 
at that time, and they had not.  Have you seen my 3 page thing that said commissioner 
Gortons question? It does go to this question one of the gentlemen that just spoke raised 
about not holding fast to zero deviation. But utilizing a range  to allow the avoidance of 
unneccessary division of counties, cities and neighborhoods. The supreme court has clearly 
told us if we have  legitimate state interests that we are aloud to vary the populations of our 
CDs by an overall range of one percent. We are aloud to vary the range of our LD by an overall 
of 10 percent. I would strongly encourage you to take that very seriously and to not 
unnecessarily divide couties, cities and neighborhoods simply to reach an ideal of zero 
population deviation. When the supreme court originally used those words 'as equal as 
practicable' they were at least quoting a statute from 1872. I dont know how far back beyond 
that those words go. That did not at all mean zero deviation in those days. I think that when 
those words were in Washington law both words mean the same thing the supreme court 
means and not something different. Two or Three times i've asked if anybody has evidence of 
those words 'equal as practicable' means something different under Washington law then 
they do under supreme court please show us the evidence. 

6/8/11 Patrick Plumb   Tonasket     E-Form       37 

6/8/11 Richard May   Blaine     E-Form       35 

6/8/11 Willis Papillion   Silverdale     Email       Click to view email: The hidden and forbidden WA state county; left behind in the past! 

6/8/11 Charles M. 
Stansel 

  Yakima Yakima   Letter       15 

6/8/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima Yakima   Letter       19 

6/8/11 John Milem   Vancouver Yakima   Letter       Click to view document "Tenth Congressional District" 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0037.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0035.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0036.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0015.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0019.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0023.pdf
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6/8/11 Mathew K.M. 

Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison 

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

Yakima   Letter       14 

6/8/11 Paula Veraga OneAmerica Yakima Yakima   Letter       16 

6/8/11 Paula Veraga OneAmerica Yakima Yakima   Letter       22 

6/8/11   OneAmerica Wenatchee Yakima   Letter       21 

6/8/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima Yakima   Letter       Click to view letter from Eleanor Hungate 

6/8/11 Richard Johnson, 
Superintendent 

School District, 
Okanogan 

Okanogan     Letter       Click to view document 

6/8/11 Juaquin Avila, 
Director 

National voting rights 
advocacy 

Yakima Yakima   Testimony 1     We have submitted a letter to the commission, the ACLU, and the national voting rights 
advocacy in which we propose a majority-minority district consisting of 50 percent citizen 
voting age population of Latinos, African Americans, Native Americans, and Asians in the 
Yakima area. Apart from legal reasons of why such a district be created there are other 
reasons why. I will get to that at the end. You need to have some maps that show distribution 
of the minority communities throughout Washington state. That way we can see the impact 
of current boundaries on the concentration of Latino communities, on African American 
communities, on Native American, and Asians. The reason why that is important is because 
the public can not engage in any discussion in a vacuum. Without that information you really 
cant engage these communites to determine whether these redistricting plans or proposed 
redistricting plans will provide access to the political process. That would be my first 
recommendation. The second recommendation would be that it deals with having to make 
sure you have presentations dealing with the federal voting rights act. Section 2 of the federal 
voting rights act should be at the top of your minds as you start to draw these districts. Im 
just going to briefly highlight section 2 of the voting rights act. There is another section that is 
very important that doesnt apply to this state. I want to do it in the context of what my 
background is. I have been doing voting rights cases for close to 40 years. I've done cases at 
all federal levels of courts. Sucessfully at the district court level, court of apeals and the US 
supreme court. I've done one person-one vote lawsuits, at large election challenges, 
gerrymandered districts actions, section 5 enforcement actions, ect. Im very well versed in 
this area of the law. What I would like to do is just briefly highlight for you what section 2 
permits or requires local governing boards and redistricting commissions to take into account 
as they go about formulating proposed districts. There was a case out of the US supreme 
court called Thornburg verses Gingles that talks about three preconditions. The first one, if 
you have a minority community that is geographically compact and if you have a sufficient 
number of these communities to draw a majority-minority district then you have met that 
first standard. The question that arises is whether it is total population, whether it is citizen 
voting age, or whether its voting age population.  The second condition is whether theres 
minority vote. Minority political cohesiveness and that is do members of the minority 
community vote along similar lines. The third factor is whether the non minority community 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0014.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0016.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0022.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0021.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0102.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0008.pdf
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the white community whether they vote as a block to usually defeat candidates preferred by 
the minority communities. Those last two factors deal with racial poor rights. Voting is an 
important element that has to be considered as you deliberate and formulate the redistricting 
plans. If the minority community is to meet those three standards then federal court will look 
at what is known as totality of cicumstances. In our letter we identify those seven factors plus 
two additional factors. responsiveness on whether theres a policy of a given redistricting plan. 
All of those are evaluated in the totality circumstances. We dont have to proove all nine. we 
do have to focus on the three pre conditions and the important elements that are racial poor 
rights voting. In addition to the letter that the ACLU submitted, we have three declarations. 
Noted professors from the University of Washington, louise???28:19?? out of Whitman 
College. They document the level of disparities that exist between Latinos and non Latinos. 
Most importantly I want to draw your attention to professor ??28:36?? declaration where he 
focuses on racially poor rights voting. In my professional opinion, we have a strong basis for 
stating there might be a potential violation of section 2 of the federal voting rights act if the 
majority-minority district is not created. One way of avoiding any kind of litigation is to make 
sure you are well versed in applying these section 2 standards. What I have been talking 
about is the discriminatory effect. Ther is also a discriminatory intent prong in section two. 
Under the discriminatory effect prong we have to show the creation of a majority-minority 
district. Under the intent prong we dont. Those are the legal standards that you should be 
familiar with. We shouldnt be guided by these legal standards, we should be doing whats 
right. From our community perspective whats right is the legislature should be reflective of 
the people it represents. The legislature must be diverse. It can not fragment or over 
concentrate  politically cohesive minority communities. We need this leadership at the state 
level. We need leaders to assist in the distribution of resources to all of these communities. 
We all benefit by that. We all live in this state and for that reason we have to be inclusive.  

6/8/11 Toby Guevin OneAmerica   Seattle Yakima   Testimony 2     It’s a bit disconcerning that at this point in the redistricting process that we still don’t have 
the interpretation and translation down. The fact that we do have interpretation is a step up 
from pervious meetings we have attended. The fact that we don’t have translation equipment 
here so people can listen and here what is going on and that we have to cluster people 
together based on what language they speak is a little disapointing. I think there is noting that 
disengages a community more then limiting that type of access and making them not feel 
compfortable when they arrive to a meeting like this. I think its really important that those 
resources are available expescially when 50 percent of the county is people of color. We 
really want to push that the new 10 district be a minority CD in south King Co. I want to focus 
today on urging the commission to create a LD in Yakima. 52 percent of Yakima is people of 
color. There is no one at the state level of color or who prioritize the issues of the immigrant 
or Latino community. As we are trying to encourage immigrant and Latino voters, there is 
nothing we have heard more of then "my vote doesnt count.". When people vote over and 
over again, and every single time they get folks that are not representing there best interest 
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that really disengages people. It makes them not want to vote. We want to be able to tell 
people your vote matters. When you go to that pull you want someone to take your issues 
and support your issues and provide leadership on your issues and prioritize. We need to also 
take alook at where more people of color LD's can be created. We want Yakima and Tri Cities 
to remain together and part of a CD. Its important for them to not have there vote seperated. 
Right now in Yakima from the legislatures perspective its divided into 3 seperate LD with 
Latino population. I would ask that the same thing doesnt happen where we are seperating 
mutual groups of interest. I appreciate the opportunity to testify. I urge you to consider how 
we can engage communities that have generally been disenfranchised in the process to a 
much greater extent. We want to increase civic engagement and we do that by showing 
people there vote does matter. Hopefully instilling hope in these communities for a very long 
time have not had people representing their best interest.  

6/8/11 Mathew K.M. 
Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison 

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

Yakima   Testimony 3     I am a citizen of the Yakama Nation. According to your maps I live in precinct 3102 which is in 
the 15 LD and the 4th CD. I would like to welcome you. As a citizen of Yakama Nation, we 
have lived here and sustained ourselves since time in memorial. We predate WA. We predate  
the United State. We entered into a peace treaty June 9th, 1855. In signing this treaty we 
seeded over 10.5 million acres to live on our current reservation which is 1. 4 million acres. 
The Yakama Nation is the largest land based tribe and also the largest enrollment tribe in the 
29 tribes within Washington. In 1924 we were granted citizenship to WA and USA. In granting 
our citizenship we were given the right to vote in general elections. Even though our people 
served in the military at a higher rater per capta than any other ethnic race. We served our 
country even before we were aloud to be citizens of USA and aloud to vote. We have never 
seriously had a chance to participate in local, congressional, or legislative politics. To us this 
means we do not have representation. I am here to urge commission to draw a LD in Yakima 
county that includes people of color. Draw a CD that include Yakima and Tri Cities. 1 in 2 
Yakima residents is a person of color. Our elected representative should reflect our diversity. 
Under the current system it is very unlikely a person from the Yakama Nation would have a 
chance to be elected in any posistion. That is reflective in the fact that city, county, state 
government, the legislature, even in congress is not reflective of what we would like to see. I 
mean no disrespect even the current commission is not reflective of the state of Washington. 
It doesnt represent the people of color. Including the staffing. The Yakama Nation supports 
creating a CD in central washington that includes the city of Yakima and the Tri Cities which is 
Pasco, Kennewick, and Richland. We also support a 10th CD in south King Cs. that is a majority 
of people of color. We also support creating a Yakima LD that is majority people of color. This 
will will help rectify the current exclusion of people of color. The Yakama Nation has been 
here since time has started. I would encourgae and this change in our represention on all 
levels. Whether its county commission, school board, city counsil. In the state legislature I can 
count on one hand of our representation that our tribal members currently serve. We did lose 
a Senator from another tribe. I would like to see that change. I urge you to support change.  
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6/8/11 Jackie Walker   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 4     Its wonderful for people to have the opportunity to participate in redistricting. I live in 

Terrace Heights which is a suburban bedroom in Yakima. I want to urge you to include 
Terrace Heights in District 14. According to the newspaper, that district is going to need more 
members. We live on south 49th street. We have much more in common with Yakima then 
with Moses Lake. We attended meetings 10 years ago to urge the same thing. I couldnt critize 
the commission because they went by the population. In regards to the LD with all respect to 
people who spoke previously . I do not think there is anything more devisive then to judge 
people by there color. You do not know what that person is feeling underneath. Having 
worked with voters for years, trying to get people to register to vote. I would say the best way 
to get  participation and have a say so, is to register to vote. That is open to all citizens of the 
country. I think that is the solution, not trying to segregate and divide them off according to 
there racial background.  

6/8/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 5     I am appearing as an individual since I created the maps on my own. I thiank you for this 
opportunity. In decided where to put the 4th and 5 th CD, I relied on two major factors. The 
ease of travel and the compactness of shape. For the districts that cover such a large territory, 
I felt it was very important that the time of travel between the population centers be 
considered. I looked up the time of travel between certain localities and mapquested it. The 
time from Yakima to Vancouver is 3 hours 20 minutes. Wenatchee to Monroe is 2 hours 8 
minutes. Ellensburg to Bellevue is 1 hour 42 minutes. For a long trip, travelers would have to 
consider overnight stay. So I concluded that Snoqualmie Pass and Stevens Pass are the places 
to cross and the Cascade curtain. I looked at comparative elevations of the passes and the 
types of roadways. Taking 150,000 population out of the center of the cascades would leave 
another population to be divided equally between the 4th and 5th CD. Looking at the map it 
makes sense to me to north-south divide which is a radical change. It does minimize time of 
travel in getting to meetings. The map I show you has intact counties with the exception of 
Grant which was balancing to equalize the populations. It includes in the 4th CD all of Adams, 
Franklin, Yakima, which are the three largest Latino population counties in the state and some 
of Grant, which is the 4th largest Latino proportion. I have a second map showing LD's. How I 
would draw the 14th and 15th LD. It has a line that follows the northern boarder of Yakama 
Reservation called the north union gap city limits then crosses the Yakima River and goes 
north.  The remainder of the county being in the 15th LD and needing to pick up additional 
population. To reach the population, follow HWY82. Its 61 miles from Benton City to Union 
Gap. There are 11 small cities Prosser, Grandview, ?Mapten46:54?, Sunnyside, Granger, 
Outlook, Zillah, Toppenish, Wapato, ??????47:00. They all share a community of interest.  

6/8/11 David Lawrence   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 6     I represent myself. One thing I don’t see in any of the information handed out here as to what 
you are considering in setting these districts is the business side. The commerce. Theres a big 
difference in what drives business in Yakima and what drives business in Spokane and King 
Co. I was raised in South King Co. I've lived in north King Co. and Snohomish. I've run 
businesses in Florida and Mississippi. If there is one thing that pulls a community together it is 
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the businesses and jobs in those communities. We have some very different concerns in 
Yakima then in King Co. or Snohomish. I dont see that as a criteria. Unless you have been in 
these communites. Having Oakanogan and Omak part of Spokane doesnt make sense. I would 
recommend what drives a community, what provides jobs for people, what makes people 
sucessful, be able to raise their kids, provide a good education, is the business side. I would 
hope that some of these boundaries get redrawn that make alot more sense commerce wise 
and that taken into consideration as much as these other issues brought up tonight.  

6/8/11 Bernal Baca AFT Washington Yakima Yakima   Testimony 7     I am seven generations in the U.S.  My family settled in Colorado. Back in 1846 my family 
experienced redistricting. I am a 30 year retired faculty member from Yakima Valley 
Community College. I am currently employed by American Teachers Federation of WA. Im 
here to support what youre doing. This is critical to our community. What you are hearing 
tonight, we are diverse. The issues are not to divide but unite the community. When I arrived 
in Yakima in 1977, there was a small populaton. We were warned that more people would be 
coming once the migrants would settle. We are here now, 40 years later. We have the 
opportunity to include a group of people who were brought to pick our vegitables and do our 
hard work and now they have stayed and we owe it to them as participant is US. Allow them 
to be part of this. Take what we are saying as something that will provide are communites to 
participate actively . we want good citizenship and this is the best way to provide that by 
allowing people to participate. We hope we get to see the plans you are presenting.  

6/8/11 Tony Sandoval Latino Caucus State 
WA 

Yakima Yakima   Testimony 8     I am a founder of the WA state Latino Caucus. I was at the redistricting in 1991, 2001. I want 
to agree with the gentleman on having the proper translation.  I guess you guys are going to 
Tri Cities, I have a contact for you. The census shows the population is changing. I've been 
running candidates in the last 20 Years. I came back to my community because its beautiful. 
Out of all my candidates, a majority of them being Latino all of them have crashed. Poeple ask 
if they were qualified. A lot of them had BA's and Masters, still lost. Our community is hungry 
to represent our issues that are not represented. This is Anti immigration and hatred in this 
Valley. I grew up here and there is massive hatred now. I want to get candidates that make 
sure our issues are heard and not get buried under everything. I do agree in keeping Yakima 
and Tri Cities together. I do agree with you haveing the right tools as far as the numbers of 
Latinos and where the ethnic communities are at. That concludes. Q-Tim Ceis: Can you tell me 
more about the number of Latino cadidates you have worked for in this area and the time 
frame. A: Since 1984, In the lower Yakima Valley we have had more sucess. Yakima has been a 
hard nut to crack. We have had success with the Yakima School District, partly because the 
candidate was married to a caucasian so they had the white last name. We were able to get 
them in there without people judging them on their ethnicity. City counsel never had anyone 
elected in there. appointed but not elected. Q-Tim Ceis: In your experience, is it your view 
that the way districts are drawn in the city and in the LD's and in the county contribute to 
that. In what way? A: Yes, We noticed that where we are highly concentrated our numbers 
are up, as we move away from where we are concentrated the numbers go down.  



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 69 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
6/8/11 Aaron Case   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 9     I have lived in the city of Yakima for 10 years. I am also a local attorney and for fair disclosure 

I am chair of the 14th LD democrats so that you know that ahead of time. I'm glad this is a bi-
partisan commission. I recently read online, there are a couple congress people encouraging 
bi-partisan lunches. A couple so far, and hopefully there numbers will grown. I encourage you 
to do the same, spending time together is important. I am here to speak in support of the 
majority-minority district proposed by Mr. Uvia and Matt Tomaskin. I am encouraged by this 
district for several reasons. one, it takes into consideration a community of interest along the 
I82 corridor. We have in the lower valley many cities and towns in which  the back bone of are 
agricultural production lives and has there center of commerce and there center of livelihood 
and culture. I see a large population of hispanics in Yakima that are 2nd or 3rd generationin 
this city. They have been here for a long time. There has been a tremendous difficulty in 
getting Hispanic candidates elected in Yakima. That is frustrating for that community and for 
our community in general as a whole. Over the last few years I've seen a racial polarization 
divide in Yakima along the lines of whether or not a cadidate from one race represents all 
issues from that race and thats simply not true in our community. I have a concern that if this 
continues, this cultural divide in Yakima then it will not serve our community and be 
distructive. If we are to adopt the majority -minority district. There are some real benefits.  It 
looks good for what we are doing in Olympia. We have increased our number of people in 
color who are participating in our political process in Olympia. We are not hitting our goal 
right now in Olympia, very few people of color there now. I can only think of one Hispanic. 
We need to do better then that. We have had a long tradition of hispanics that set down 
roots here and they represent 9-10 percent of our population in WA. The idea of majority-
minority is not just a vessel for increasing political participation and having a representative 
that reflects our community. Its a great benefit to our democracy and our republic. I had the 
opportunity to be on several boards and commissions. I can tell you when we have diversity 
on our boards we are much stronger and we learn from eachother much more. Its not about 
just number and quotas. Its about the power and benefit we have when we receive the 
appropriate representation thats reflective of our community and population of our state. It 
would help increase representation in Olympia. Its going to help the tension that we have 
seen growing in our valley and in the city of Yakima. its going to provide an avenue for 
representation, political dialogue, and serious negotiation within Yakima so that they can 
learn to work together and share their common goals whether it is geography, travel time, or 
water resources. 

6/8/11 Paola Zamb OneAmerica Yakima Yakima   Testimony 10     In the name of One America and its members we are presenting to you this testimony which 
speaks to the redistricting of the districts. We urge the commission to consider the new lines 
for the 10th CD in a much better form. That the growing presence and power of these 
communities of color, refugees, and immigrants in the state of WA. We believe that the unity 
map and the net of Win Win will reach this objective. One America is an organization based 
on support for immigrants, and the mission for One America is to have these fundamental 
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priciples stand out in a democracy for justice based with the construction of a better 
community, a better colaboration for those. Our members are active in groups, community 
and these include mount vernon, Tri Cities, Walla Walla, Yakima, White Center, Burien, 
Bellingham, Kent, and Vancouver. Our members are monitoring the process with the idea 
that will include these new districts in the state and will have an important impact in their 
representation in these communities in different levels of government in the state of WA. The 
demographics in WA continues to change and the process for these districts should take into 
account these changes. 1 in 4 is a person of color in WA and 1 in 8 are immigrants. Truth is 
without the growth in immigrant and people of color population this state would not have 
achieved the 10th district. Besides the the percentage of growth, no other district in the 
congress is made up of majority of persons with color. we urge the commission to support the 
new district in King Co. Look at the unity map designed by WinWin network. We believe that 
the criteria for these immigrants, refugees, and communities of color should have 
representation that takes into acount their affairs and interests. The first part is the leaders in 
these civic participation communities of color many of the citizens that come to this country 
from countries that are not democratic. It is a necesscity to motivate these people to 
participate in the civic process. One important form of obtaining this would be to create a 
majority-minority district. Where the citizens feel there votes count and representation that 
represents their interests. The second point is provide these communites the opportunity to 
decide and take into account their political interest. to show them a true leadership, that 
there are many in congress that support these affairs. One petition that we urge the 
commission to create a LD with persons of color. They feel that their voices do not count. 
They will be provided with hopes and be energized for the first time. We are certain that you 
will take into consideration the impact of your decision. Please don t think to hard about what 
we need. you have our support in the community. 

6/8/11 Nestor 
Hernandez, 
President 

Yakima Hispanic 
Chamber of 
commerce 

Yakima Yakima   Testimony 11     I am here to support the changes you are doing. This county, Yakima county has gone through 
a lot of changes. I am american citizen, been here for 25 years. We would like more presence 
in this elections in the state and country. We want the same opportunity. We want both 
parties to ask us for a vote. We dont want advice, we want our own voice. We want to win 
when it comes to elections. We want it to be fair and equally. I ask you to support this. 
Yakima has grown alot and more Hispanics are here. We want more say in our state and 
country.  

6/8/11 Max Golladay   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 12     I am a little bewildered by testimony tonight. When I looked at the redistricting laws, I didn’t 
see a lot about redistricting in race, creed, or color. We would make districts by communities, 
boundaries that sort. I think Yakima Co. has a terrific track record of electing the best 
candidates to seek office. I know there has been discussion here if you arent a certain color 
then you couldnt get elected. Thats been disproved. Jesse ?1:26? has held 2 terms as  county 
commission and done an excellent job. Mary Skinner spent how many years in the 
Legislature. as  a couple of examples. I dont think the case is race. Its whether you choose to 
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run and go out and do as every elected has done. Getting people to support your ideas.  

6/8/11 Rosa  Mendoza   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 13     Born and raised in Yakima. I agree with a lot of comments that were made today. I think the 
district should represent the community both economically and demographics. Eastern Wa is 
mainly wheat fields with the exception of Walla Walla. In Central WA we are irrigated and so 
the issues that we farmers face are completely different from the issues are farmers face here 
which are labor intensive crops. Really important to think of commerce. for the 4th district 
keep Yakima, Grant, Benton, and Franklin Co. together makes sense. Our ag industry , 
commerce, and the population. We have a lot of commonalities. I would also say the same 
thing for Moxy,its super close to Yakima and i'm surprised that its a district right next to it. so 
keeping the Yakima Valley together makes alot of sense as well beause we have alot of 
thinhgs in common.  

6/8/11 John Milem   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 14     As youre accustomed to receiving something from me, youre  not tonight. What I prepared 
was based upon my belief that the state of WA does not satisfy ??1:29Jingles test?? That 
section 2 of the voting rights act is not something you need to take into consideration with 
the respect of redistricting. However, I decided not to give you what I laid out for tonight 
because I do want to review the material thats been offered to you. I hope that somehow 
that will be available to me regarding that. After I review that then consider if the position I 
held was correct or not and possibly change my proposal. If I am convinced that the 
??1:31Jingles test?? are satisfied with regards to this state. I would like to say additionally 
that i am a strong supporter of immigration reform. I am second generation American on my 
mothers side and third generation on my fathers side. No one looks at me and thinks I'm an 
immigrant. I feel for those who are seventh generation Americans. The border moved they 
didnt move and yet they still bare that birden of the thought they are recent immigrants. I 
also think there is a certain chick and egg problem. I believe that the present districts allow 
for the election of people of color. I am inpressed by the 15th district who is the lowest voting 
district in the state. The 15th voted for a person of color for the president of the US in the last 
presidentual election. I am not sympathetic to the idea that the 15th district will not vote for 
people of color. When i look at the low voting participation its my belief that the voting 
participation were higher then it might be that the 15th district would have representation. I 
hear what they say tha until they have sense of success, then they are not motivated to vote. 
I personally think that each citizen should fulfill their citizenship obligation. register to vote 
and vote. I would say the portion of cadidates that I vote for and win would be in the 10-20 
percent range. If I depended on being satisfied that I was being effective in my vote I probably 
wouldnt be voting, but I have a citizen obligation. I see issues on both sides of this. I hope that 
I have the opportunity to review that.  

6/8/11 Les Heimgartner   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 15     I came here to state my opinion. I would like to see Nestor who is the chamber of commerce 
president bring me a cadidate that I could vote for. At this point I don’t care who their parents 
are. I look at political views. Yakima is conservative. I need a Latino Conservative. I wouldnt 
have any problem voting for that person, I dont care who their parents are. A Hispanic 
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congressman from New York, he led sucessful efforts in biligual voting and bilingual education 
in 1974. In his 2006 book, One Nation, One Standard, he said that those policies backfired 
drastically. Biligualism and Identity politics have produced an ingrain resistance for Hispanics 
to enter the American main stream. What I have heard here is alot of identity politics. As they 
try to seperate. I believe that my naighbors shouldnt be held to any standards like that. He 
goes on to say that Hispanics and US policy makers must understand that the failure to enter 
the mainstream is due more to self segregation in the Hispanic community the to 
discrimination without. This is a Hispanic gentleman elected in New York. Democrat. He 
institued biligual education. I think this is very partisan, most of the testimony today has been 
very partisan. We need to ask ourselves, what is the best way for a fair government whose 
job is to adress the public and not special interests. who does the political isolation help? who 
does it hurt? How does pigeon holing voters and segregating neighborhoods increase the 
freedom of choice and the freedom of opportunity for anyone.  

6/8/11 Hinew Corenel   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 16     We need a district in Yakima because the majority of people are of color. Its important that 
Tri Cities and Yakima all remain same CD because majority of people are the same ethnicity. 
Also King Co. because they are majority Hispanic. We would like to have a representative in 
Olympia that would help and support our interests. It is important for us to be heard as 
citizens. I am going to say something that happened to me recently. Everytime tax  comes we 
pay our taxes to the city. We notice that the people treat us nicely when we are about to pay 
our taxes. When I come with bill in hand they even open the door for me. I feel grand beacuse 
they treat me so curteously. Then when i go there to solicitate information or some other 
matter. The man just looks at me and says he will find the man responsible for this 
information. With all the great troubles that I have to present, The man shows me a map of 
city and shows areas available to me, thats the help I get.   I ask for pairity, parity to pay bills 
and parity to receive help.  

6/8/11 Laura Sample   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 17     I own a business and my husband owns a business. My kids go to public school. I was 
compelled to speak after testimony tonight. One of the organizations represented well 
tonight is One America. What I noticed is in their message they have presented not One 
America or One Yakima Valley. They have worked hard to paint a picture of two Yakima 
Valleys. One White and the other people of color. I think that is divisive. drawing lines based 
on skin color would be divisive. I heard Mr. Sanduval regard to "our" issues. Yet he did not 
expand on what issues are different within our community. My husband and I have organized 
a neighborhood watch. There are Hispanic, Black, Native American. We all have the same 
objective; to create a safe neighborhood and a safe community. We all have those same 
issues and interests. That is the same accross this Valley. We all want high education 
standards, high economic opportunity and it doesnt matter what our race is. I encourage you 
to draw lines based on communities, neighborhoods, and common interests not race.  

6/8/11 Charlie Stacil   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 18     I believe there is information that hasn’t been brought forward. I have been a resident of 
Yakima for 25 years and a resident of Eastern WA since 1970. I am familiar with Eastern WA. 
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There has been several testimonies about keeping Tri Cities and Yakima together in the same 
CD. I agree with this because of economical and cultural ties between the two. However there 
has been no discussion about the closer relationship of Ellensburg and Yakima. Ellensburg is 
only 32 miles from Yakima opposed to the 90 miles to the Tri Cities. This makes the ties even 
greater then with the Tri Cities. In my opinion it would be a mistake to make a new or extend 
CD across the cascades through snoqualmie pass and into the Ellensburg area. This would 
sever those Represenative ties. Their needs to be thought where that line would be if that 
becomes a proposal.  

6/8/11 Glen Rice   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 19     I am a local resident a former appointed official. I have been here well over 60 years. I have 
seen a lot of changes and frankly I'm looking forward to the changes. The change in 
demography, the changes in people is refreshing. It is happening, and it is the future, we have 
to accept that and embrace all people so we all become American citizens. When I look at 
what you are here for, numbers and lines I hope someones taken the rod out and thrown it 
against the existing boundaries, precints, county boundaries, state boundaries, and 
congression and see how it fits. When I look at the congression boundaries it seems 10 is 
gong to be someplace in the middle. There will be alot of yelling and screaming on the east 
side of Lake Washington perhaps. There should be some rethought on the lines folowing the 
Columbia River because there is economic value there. To me it runs from Walla Walla to 
Vancouver. CD's as far as Yakima goes, may we incoporate Okanogan Co. because it was 
originally part of the 4th years ago. Walla Walla and the rest of them were in the 5th. Those 
are the bigger issues of the day with respect to the issue you are concerned with. I wish you 
well. I did this with the local county by hand in 1970. I thought I was going to go nuts, took 
along time.  

6/8/11 John Cringle   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 20     I am a former Yakima city Counselman. My recommendation for changing the 13th and 14th 
district lines would be to put ?? 1:49weenas?? area back into the 14th where it use to be. 
Those folks would like to be back there from what I hear from them. It’s the right number to 
balance the population in the two districts. I dont envy your job with regard to CD's. We are 
going to have 150,000 eastern Washingtonians that are going to be upset to be attached to a 
western WA district. Folks in Klicatas would be least upset because of their emphasis along 
the gorge. Your going to have lots of unhappy people.  

6/8/11 Nick Marquez   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 21     I am a local business owner. Two businesses and four children under 6. I am sure you have 
heard of the gang issue. You might be wondering how that issue relates to redistricting and 
the political arena. I came up here in 1996 through the military when I got out as a Veteran.  I 
am originally from southern California which is the worst place to be around that gang 
element. I grew up in multi generational gang communities. I survived. I am getting involved 
in the community. I see there is not representation in th epolitics of this Valley. The gang 
problem has emerged, it didnt start yesterday. Its an issue that started way before and was 
never identified. If we had more representation it might of been identified and stopped 
earlier. I have talked to alot of individuals up to the Attorney General including possible 
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solutions. I am one of the few that has seen where its been, where its at, and where its going. 
I have talked to people that have been here for years. They tell me the rich history. I want 
what they want. I am not niave to think raising my children is for me only. It takes a village to 
raise a child. The community needs to kick in as well. We have gotten here because the 
community has not invested into the long term of the youth here in the Valley. Thats where 
my passion is. I was an at risk youth. I was empowered to get out of that system and am here 
to talk to you. I did a search and took all the census data of 1990 and 2000. I made an excel 
spreadsheet where I can sort the ethnicity and cities. Highest Capita is Mapton, Sunnyside 
Toppenish, Wapato, Yakima, Pasco. There is common factor of Toppenish and Yakima with 
highest capita. I would love to have a representative to analyse and identify it and see the 
needs for that area. It hasnt happend in Yakima. There is a political solution and a community 
solution and I havent seen it come together. Its not about segregating. Its about having 
people that can speak for the people that live in their districts.  We need to come together as 
a community. 

6/8/11 Tom Silver   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 22     I am from Wapato. I am a member of the white community. I ran for the 15th LD, I lost. I'm 
not going to say I'm sorry because of all the problems they have in Olympia. I think that we 
should be glad that you are there. As a farmer I want to tell you there is no one issue. 
Damned if you do, damned if you dont. One suggestion, If you could have one representative 
for the public to represent common interest to the general area. Folks, this is just a 
redistricting problem there are other issues out there.  

6/8/11 Graciela Lopez   Yakima Yakima   Testimony 23     I was born and raised in the Yakima Valley. People have spoken that creating a majority-
minority district would be divisive. I disagree. It would be a united move. Currently minority 
groups do not have a place at the table in Olympia or city level. By creating this majority-
minority district it will give us a place at the table. we want to participate on how to address 
the gang problem, bettering educational system and all the issues that we all want. We all 
want the same thing we just dont have the voices. 

6/8/11 Vickie Ybarra     Yakima   Webcast       Is there anywhere we can see or request the documents that some of the commenters have 
submitted? 

6/8/11 Vickie Ybarra     Yakima   Webcast       Thank you. 
6/9/11 John Hamers   Anacortes     Email       Click to view email: Minority Voting Districts 

6/9/11 Christine Clark   Deer Park Wenatchee   Letter       17 

6/9/11 Jim Hunter   Wenatchee Wenatchee   Letter       18 

6/9/11 Leland Yialelis   Wenatchee Wenatchee   Testimony 1     Having little experience in the politacal field, my concern is for the existency of our American 
democracy. I believe that for democracy to survive and thrive you must be participatory. We 
need districts that arent locked into  party line, safe districts. I ran as an independent. I 
believe that the extreme partisanship our country is facing today is detrimental to the 
solution. I work for DOT. I am concerned from that experience. The burecratic structure  are 
not being adressed because the people we vote for spend to much time fighting rather than 
dealing with the issues. I would hope the redistricting commission that this East, West divide 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0038.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0017.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0018.pdf
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be broken down. The other concern, I would like to see the Northern portion of the 4th be 
put into a new district. There is a phylisophical difference in voting perspective. Norther is 
much more moderate and progressive. Working in the DOT the north central region includes 
Oknagon Co.  It has given me the opportunity to travel. Create more areas that have more 
dialogue, in depth dialogue, open dialogue thats focused on the issue rather than partisan 
politics.  

6/9/11 Christine Clark   Deer Park Wenatchee   Testimony 2   7 We have lived in WA since 1970. We have lived in Spokane, Kennewick for over 20 years. Now 
we live south of Deer park in Spokane Co. I worked as an advocate for disablilities. I traveled 
in Central and Eastern WA.  Less people as you go north. cordinating federal and state 
services became tricky when redistricting changed districts. You had to educate the 
representatives on their new area. I live in the 7th LD and active in the Democratic activities. 
Transportation structure hasnt changed much on the highways in the LD. Still not much bus 
service. DOT helped with Apple Line and Gold Line should be opportunity for people, however 
the fair is still limiting people. Not much opportunity to use air travel in eastern washington. I 
am hoping for a condensed 7th district.  I welcome adding a 10th because it will help people 
communicate and get better services.  

6/9/11 Jim Hunter   Wenatchee Wenatchee   Testimony 3     I live in Douglas Co. I thank you for holding these meetings, it provides the people that live in 
these ares the valuable opportunity to learn about the area, directly participate and learn 
about the redistricting process. Douglas county is rural in nature with an economic base 
primarily invested in agricutural, recreational and related land based activities even the areas 
surrounding are dominated by such activities. There are many orchards withing and ajacent 
to city boundaries. North central WA fair or county fair, the FFA, 4H, the grange and similar 
organizations are still a big part of the community and well supported. I believe in Douglas 
county ??28:06??, geography, its economy, interest, activities, population  along with outh 
key atributes are distinct enough for you to consider the following recommendations. First, 
try to keep the county intact either congressional or legislative. The current districts serve us 
well. We recognize there needs to be adjustment. Many of residents have interests, family, 
social, business other interests that cross between the more rural and the more urban 
portions of the county. Frequently are political, social and our econoimical issues so as 
well.Second, keep the county connected with similar counties in forming congression and 
LD's. Contrary to some earlier opinions, don not hook us onto primarily city based districts. or 
even across the mountais district to make the numbers. Try to avoid that. Finally, please do 
not create a district anywhere in the state primarily based on minority, cultural, economic or 
similar status identification. I understand the consideration behind it. I urge you to reject such 
notions. It would violate many of our fundamental principles, and laws and about the nature 
of representative government. Taken to its fullest expression, such an aproach to forming 
districts to create representation by race, ethnicity, color, culture or similar atributes. We 
have enacted anti discrimination laws to prohibit participation access and decision making 
based on such irrelevant factors in our political process. We should not use those same 
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factors to create political districts. I voluntarily moved to this area more than 8 years ago, I 
would not ask you to create a district for transplant oregonians. We are all people, we are all 
equal under the law. Please do not begin to undue the progress we have made in bringing 
that concept closer to reality by creating political subdivisions based on ethnicity.  

6/9/11 Bud Hover, 
Commissioner 

County, Okanogan Wenatchee Wenatchee   Testimony 4     I am a county commission from Okanogan Co. I represent the 2nd district. I am speaking for 
myself not the board of commissioners. But the board would like LD's to remain the same. 
We like Okanogan County split the way it is between the 12th and 7th, we get better 
representation. We are satisfied either way with the CD. WA is divided down the middle by 
mountains. Eastern WA has a different culture, climate, economical considerations. Even 
though we are apart of one state, our representation needs to reflect that. Trying to move LD 
and CD lines over the mountains is going to be very difficult. There is alot of ground in 
between. If  you were to extend the lines to the west, particularly in the winter, we would be 
cut off. The only way to get around it would be to go down to Stevens Pass and go back up 
again. okanogan county is the largest county in the state. Its probably going to have to be 
split, we dont have a problem with that, just dont put us partly in western WA.  

6/9/11 John Milem   Wenatchee Wenatchee   Testimony 5     It is important for us to change the conversation about the 10th district. 150,000 people from 
eastern WA are going to have to be with a district In western WA. Its not what we would 
choose, its just how things lie today. There are only three choices in terms of western districts 
that can be looked at for those 150,000. If  you look at the 8th CD thats a puget sound 
metropolitan district. There is one way to create a CD which is rural and is the 2nd largest 
agricultural district in the state, that is take the the north part of central WA and combine 
that with the two leading agricultural counties in western WA. Skagit and Whatcom, then add 
some additional territory to bring the population to whats necessary. I think that this 
coversation is saying the 10th congressional district is going to be in the metropolitan puget 
sound. That the coversation is misdirected.In the 40 year span Metropolitan puget sound got 
the 8th and 9th district, it should not get the 10th. The 10th can be rural and it can be 
agricultural and I urge you to create it that way. I believe that Okanogan should be combined 
with the rest of 7th district. I appreciate the comments from the lady in Deer Park, that is not 
an easy district. There are only two choices here, if your going to have smaller districts that 
means the rural districts are going to be divided which are largly metropolitan. I dont think 
that serves those interests well. In my proposal, the largest municipality in that district would 
be Omak. Omak is small town America. Obviously we got a rural district. I think those people 
are entitled to carry their full weight.  

6/9/11 Bruce Kellerman   Wenatchee Wenatchee   Testimony 6     I live in East Wenatchee. Do not split Douglas and Chelan apart. We are one demographic 
community, we share transportation districts, public health districts, port athorities, one 
airport. As you go through this process, we are one community. We need to maintain that. 

6/9/11 John Wyss   Wenatchee Wenatchee   Testimony 7     Look at the commissioners in 10 years. Eastern washington population will continue to grow. 
Tri Cities is one of the fastest grown in the nation. Spokane, North Central WA is going to 
continue to grow. Seattle, if you look at birthrates is on decline. On the current situation 
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based on the numbers, Seattle technically should lose a district based on population and 
should be moved south to Vancouver. 10 years from now we continue to grow, we get 
another district. I would ask you to consider those population trends of Seattle, King Co. the 
declining population. Its either lose a district now, or two later. So as your looking at this 10-
20 years out, I would ask you to consider that as part of the process.  

6/9/11 Jackie Bradley   Wenatchee Wenatchee   Testimony 8     I am Okanogan democratic county chair. I don’t feel this is a political issue, it’s a people issue. 
In our county we are composed of the 7th and the 12th. I have contacted many people. I 
know this is probably an impossible request. They would like Okanogan county to stay as it is 
because of the economic, cultural, and social enviroment. We get along well with the 12th. It 
works out better for Okanogan to be in the 7th.  I have this letter from the super intendent of 
school district 105; the purpose of this letter is to inform you as an individual that Okanogan 
Co. should remain in the 7th district. I feel the 7th disrict better represents economic, cultural 
and social enviroment as opposed to the 12th, Richard Johnson. I went to a chamber meeting 
last night and asked them how they felt. They wanted to remain in the 7th. I went to a grange 
meeting and they wanted to stay in the 7th. I am involved in many other organizations and 
they want to stay in the 7th. 

6/13/11 Scott Bader   Everett     E-Form       40 

6/13/11 Tony San Filippo   Port Orchard     E-Form       39 

6/13/11 Apollo Fuhriman   Bothell     Email       Click to view email 

6/13/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County Seattle   Letter       26 

6/13/11 De'Sean Quinn, 
Council 
Member/Board 
Member 

City of Tukwila / 
OneAmerica Board 
Member 

Tukwila     Letter       36 

6/13/11 Jamie Walker, 
Republican PCO 

  Kirkland  Seattle   Letter       28 

6/13/11 Joanna Cullen   Seattle Seattle   Letter       27 

6/13/11 John Milem   Vancouver Seattle   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

6/13/11 Pramila Jayapal, 
Executive 
Director 

OneAmerica Seattle Seattle   Letter       37 

6/13/11 Robert Ransom   Shoreline Seattle   Letter       25 

6/13/11 Sarajane 
Siegfriedt  

King County 
Democrats 

Seattle     Letter       Click to view written testimony from Sarajane Siegfriedt 

6/13/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton Seattle   Testimony 1   37 I am the Vice President of Friends of Renton Library. I live in the 37th district. It should be 
called a bunch of communites of DISinterest. 3 cities, 3 school systems, 2 libraries, numerous 
fire protection areas, and people at the North end don’t care what happens in the far south 
end. Lack of interest leads to lack of public participation. To the best of my knowledge there 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0040.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0039.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0041.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0026.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0036.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0028.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0027.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0029.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0037.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0025.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0024.pdf
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has never been a public legistative district forum scheduled in Renton or Skyway held by a 
37th district representative. The solution  I suggest the commission follow the law. Do not 
add Mercer Island to the 37th. It is a community of dis-interest. Its a 4th school system, and 
its a 3rd CD that would bisect the 37th. My solution is take a portion of the 11th which is 
located in Seattle and a portion of 37th that is not located in Seattle and exchange them. 
With the areas in Renton in the 41st would take care of three problems we have in 3 districts. 
please keep in mind the difference between the north and the south ends.  

6/13/11 Celestino 
Gallegos 

  Seattle Seattle   Testimony 2 7 34 I am an Attorney. One major concern of one of the largest growing population in WA. Latino 
population grew 73 percent over the last 10 years. It could be that this growth is one of the 
reasons WA state is able to receive the 10th district. I believe that because this population 
growth  the commission should translate that population growth to increased power. I ask 
that when the new districts are drawn that the Latino votes not be diluted. I learned about 
redistricting in law school and observed in Texas. Now that we have had this tremendous 
growth, please take it into consideration. We dont want congress to intervence because of 
historical discrimination. 

6/13/11 Lembhard Howell   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 3 7 37 I did not know there was such dissatisfaction with the 37th district with residents of the north 
end. 27 percent of Washingtonians are of color. 35 percent of King Co. are persons of color. 
Based on the latest census it is not difficult to include the new 10th district as a majority of 
color district. There are many issues that relate to people of color directly that are not being 
adressed. The majority of people of color district will make people more accountable. There 
are enough people to keep our community in tact. While the unemployment rate is 9 percent. 
African American unemployment rate is 15 percent. African American males 18-34 have 
unemployment rate of 20 percent. incarceration- 1 in 9 African American males is behind bars 
while 1 in 106 of caucasian males is incarcerated. Nationally almost 50 percent of those in 
prison are African Amercian. African American population is only 12 percent of the nation. 
Health dispairities - African American new borns are  2 1/2 times more likely to die at birth 
then white new borns. In all major health ailments that lead to death, African Americans die 
at rates higher than whites. Diabetes, HIV, cancer, heart disease. Goal of voting rights act is to 
make sure minorities have equal voting rights and to elect representatives of their choice. 
Given the new Census data that can only be done by creating a minority CD of color. I would 
suggest three LD's. This hearing is occuring on the same date and same time when the only LD 
of color is conducting one of its most important meetings. The meeting is happen an hour 
away in South Seattle. Many people at that meeting would be here if not for their need to be 
at the 37th LD meeting. We repectfully request you schedule another hearing in preferable in 
Central Seattle so you provide an opportunity to allow fuller participation from the African 
American communities. 

6/13/11 Ada Williams 
Prince 

OneAmerica   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 4     I am the policy director for One America. I am going to be two people, our Executive Director 
??32:48Palmilla Jivehall?? Who would love to be here is traveling. I have her testimony to 
read. On behalf of One America and its members, I write to urge the committee to consider 
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redrawing the 10th CD lines to better reflect the communities of color, immigrant, and 
rerugee communities in WA. We believe that Win Win Networks Unity map accomplishes this 
goal. One America's mission is to advance the fundamentals principles of democracy and 
justice in building power in immigrant communites in caloboration with key allies. Our 
members are across the state and include members allies from multiple communities 
including African American, Latino, Asian, and many other ethnicities. What they all share is 
the desire to participate fully in our democracy and have their interests represented. They 
also share common stories of difficult journies on how to get to America. Similar challenges 
when they fully immigrate. Qualities of perserverance and hardwork. Our members have 
participated in every meeting held by the commission. We realize redrawing lines will have a 
profound representation and impact on immigrant and refugee communities at different 
levels of government across WA. Demographics continue to change. Redistricting must 
account for this shift. 1 in 4 residents in WA are of color. 1 in 8 are immigrants. Without the 
growth the state most likely wouldnt have received the addition CD. No single CD is a majority 
people of color. It has come to our attention that those in power don not approve of this 
concept they fear losing an integral piece of their base. We all benefit when communities can 
elect leaders who fully understand, respond, and repersent issues important to the health 
and well being of those communities. A majority people of color district will allow our 
communities to elect somone who prioritizes these issues first and foremost. For too long we 
have fought that their vote counts. In part because the maps have not been drawn in a way 
that allows people of color to be kept together to garner enough weight. In part our members 
dont see themselves being represented in state legislature. In part because our state 
continues to make decisions that serve only to disinfranchise voters for political gain. And in 
large part because voters in communities of color have been taken for granted by those in 
power and relegated to the back end of agendas support is given at a push of a button and 
not through leadership that fights for those priorities everyday. The unity map and the 
majority people of color district begins the path to changing all of this. It is what we need in 
this state. It is what establishing true democracy requires.    My next person I am representing 
is Deshawn Quinn. I am unable to attend because I am at a cousil meeting in Tukwila. I serve 
as an elected representative in Tukwila as well as a One America board member. I want to 
urge commission to draw 10th in King Co. I also want to urge new LD's that reflect the similar 
growth in eastern WA. I strongly support majority of people of color congressional and LD's.  I 
feel their is a unique opportunity to assure communities will have a legitimate and practical 
chance to elect representatives that reflects their interests and expansive diversity policies 
that will directly address the needs. Their is one chance to be responsive and what you do will 
last for the next 10 years which is why I feel I have a responsibility to send my comment. 
Thank you for your willingness to serve and being responsive to the citizens.  

6/13/11 Migali Reyes OneAmerica Seattle Seattle   Testimony 5     We want a representative that is reliable to community. Yakima's percentage of hispanics is 
over half popularity. We need somone to connect with. 
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6/13/11 Alvaro Perez 

Santos 
  Seattle Seattle   Testimony 6     We would like to have someone else represent us. We are in favor of color and including 

immigrants. We want our voice to be heard.  This will go on for 10 years and will effect us 
when we are able to vote. Seattle is divided right now. North Seattle has really good stuff 
right now. South Seattle is competing against other schools because of the budget cuts. We 
want someone to make it better for us. Not divide Seattle.  

6/13/11 Kindra Galan OneAmerica Seattle Seattle   Testimony 7     Coming from parents who are immigrants. If their voices arent heard, then mine wont be 
heard either. If they take away jobs something that effects immigrants then I am affect. I 
wont get basic things like food, education, health. I want my voice to be heard. I want to 
relate to the congressman.  

6/13/11 Jonathan Bernal OneAmerica Seattle Seattle   Testimony 8     We all want somone to relate to. They know what we are going through, and we want them 
to hear our point of view. Sooner or later we are going to be working adults and take 
responsibility and vote. We are the future.  

6/13/11 Jecenia 
Hernandez 

OneAmerica Seattle Seattle   Testimony 9     This is going to effect us in the longterm. We are going to be voting. We are going to be living 
with what you choose. I feel like our say is important and we should let you know.  

6/13/11 Ian Dapiaoen   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 10     I am a second generation Filipino American. Born and raised in Beacon Hill South Seattle. 
People of color majority district will encourage power individual in congress to represent their 
diverse communities. I currently work in White Center. Where 50 languages are spoken. This 
community has brilliant, resourceful individuals who are already creating change in their own 
schools, neighborhoods, and in their own business district. This is a community that 
welcomes and encourages the opportunity to advance and empower themselves and others. 
So wouldnt it be impactful to see someone in congress represent south King Co. diverse 
population? In a time where communities are eager to see change. They will also be eager to 
vote. A 10th CD based on the unity map will increase voter turn out and civic participation 
because people will see their vote can make an impact. Including more people of color in a 
district will encourage representatives to be genuinely accountable to the diverse needs and 
issues to communities of color.  

6/13/11 Ben Henry   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 11     I am graduating from the Evans School of Public Affairs. I urge the commission to adopt Win 
Win unity map. I believe this is an issue of representation. We live in a country that was 
founded on this principle: Taxation without Representation. While 1 in 4 Washingtonians 
identify themselves as a person of color. These most marginalized people of the community 
are not fully represented in congress and Olympia. The unity map is not just about racial 
equity and social justice. Its about making sure those most in need socio economically will be 
better represented as people of color are disproportionately low income citizens. The 
commission will have to set priorities. It is my hope that fairness and equity will be your 
guiding priniciple. It is vital that the tired, the poor, the huddled masses are not only 
represented but have a real opportunity to hold their representative accoutable. Its 
representatives will be making decisions every year on difficult challeges every year. This is a 
unique opportunity to take one small step to fair, accurate representation. My mother was a 
first generation immigrant, my late father a cab driver.  who will be there to represent the 
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interests of people like them? 

6/13/11 Jeff Smith   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 12     I would like you to bare in mind the importance, not just of the representational aspects of 
the elections, but the form of the government and how it operates. We have heard over the 
past many years about forming districts that are swing districts. Where we have alot of equal 
opportunity for members of both parties to be elected. I would like to suggest to you that 
when you begin to consider communities of interest. Seriously consider communites 
represented by party membership. Political parties are by their very nature communities of 
interest. If you do so one result will be that you will end up with districts where elected 
officials from one party or the other will most likely maintain that position for a long period of 
time. Think of what this would mean for our legislature and its ability to get things done. 
Think of what it would mean for the cost of campaigns. If a legislature does not have to be 
watching over his shoulder at every turn for fear of being replaced then they can opperate 
with a smaller campaign fund. They dont need to expect they will get 1 million for housing as 
we are seeing right now. This would be good for democracy in this state. If campaigns didnt 
cost so much then we would have more people willing to run. The political parties are the 
least considered organs when it comes to operations of this sort. I think they should be high 
on the list of your considerations. There is no other organization that does more to recruit 
candidates. Does more to get people involved in campaigns. Does more to get people 
involved in all kinds of public service and commissions. Does more to help raise money.  And 
yet members of political parties are generally thought to be somehow not relevant when it 
comes to making decisions like you're making. That is not the case, we should be considered a 
community of interest. When you draw your lines you should consider that as a very 
important characteristic.  

6/13/11 John Marchione, 
Mayor   

City of Redmond Redmond Seattle   Testimony 13     I am here to talk about the 1st and 8th CD and the 48th and 45th LD. Currently Redmond is 
split between the 1st and 8th CD. We like it that way. Our north part of the city is rural and 
more natural resources and the 1st district has been more about enviroment quality and 
water quality so it fits well. Our south end of the city is our Bell Red Corridor. It is more urban 
and being tied Bellvue and the 8th district fits the economic intersts. In the 45th and 48th we 
are split among similar lines. In the 45th north Redmond, Sammish Valley which is large 
agricultural valleyis tied to Woodinville, Carnation and Duval, these smaller towns. The 
character of the 45th fits north Redmond and again the south dense fits downtown Redmond. 
I noticed that the 48th needs to gain about 6,000 residents and the 41st needs to shed a 
similar amount. I think the shifting in those districts could help eachother out. If the 1st and 
the 8th dont end up splitting near Redmond we would be interested in as a second choice if 
the 10th district went from Bothell to Renton. The eastside has alot of similar interests as far 
as economic, transportation, and education. So again, We like being a 2 district city. We have 
very small annexation maybe 4000 people to the north of Redmond, Otherwise we are up 
against urban growth area.  

6/13/11 Roger Pence   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 14   11 I am a 40 year resident in this part of WA. My interst in this subject was first engaged in 1972, 
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Professor Moral did the redistricting under court order. His goal was to create as many swing 
districts as possible in order to create competitive elections. As much as I respect my old frind 
Jeff Smith, theres a public interest beyond the parties that support competitive elections. 
Citizens, voters get frustrated when incumbents arent challenged. I think there is some merit 
in persueing that as a goal. I have no doubt that a commission composed of 4 members 
selected by the party cacuses, I have no doubt you will represent the party view. I mentioned 
I live in the 11th LD, that was brough up in Seattle when redistricting got digitized. The result 
was they wanted to create the 11th district with as many asian voters as possible and blacks 
in the 37th. Well the boundary between the two as a result was a total mess. The meets and 
bounds description that the 11th district composed was 6 pages single spaced because at 
every block it literally took a turn. I asked one of the people involved at the time why it was 
done because it created such an indicipherable boundary. Trying to explain to citizens in the 
community which district they were in was impossible without knowing their exact address 
and having a map in front of us. I asked one of the people why it was done, "well the 
technology allows us to do it this way now". I suppose it did put a couple hundred more asian 
voters in the 11th and a couple hundred more black voters in the 37th, but the result was an 
unworkable map from the campaigning point of view. So there is something to be said for 
straight lines following the code they describe.  Contiguous, compact and convenient. Lastly, I 
would like to express my support for the principle and motivation behind the idea of a 
majority- minority CD. However I would also exercise some cauction in that. The map I saw on 
the web was composed of mostly LD's with Caucasian members. It would be very easy to see 
those districts return a white congressman and not a minority congressman. I would also note 
that it doesnt take a stacked or compact district in order to elect minorities to office. In the 
3rd CD we have a Latina congress woman who was elected by a vast majority of whites. With 
that said, my nieces and nephews in Yakima could benefit by having the greater yakima area 
in one LD. Increase the possibility of a Latino being elected. When youlook at the minority 
populations in Yakima. I think there is one elected latino.  We need to aknowledge that the 
lines do matter when creating enviroments that open up more opportunities to elect 
minorities to public office. 

6/13/11 Herdeep Rekli OneAmerica Seattle Seattle   Testimony 15     I live in Seattle. We urge that you create a people of color CD in south King Co. using the Unity 
map. The SIKH population would be mostly focused around Kent and Renton. In that small 
area there are 3 gurdwara - places of worship and 6000-7000 SIKH families. Then you also 
more gurdwara in other areas but that is the largest population concentrated by SIKH 
families. I think by not seperating that group, their voice can be heard easier. They can hold 
their representatives accoutible. Creates the ability to have this community more civicly 
engaged. Something I have been trying to do for a very long time. Consider a color 
community in south King Co. using the Unity Map.   

6/13/11 James Chapman   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 16     I was very pleased to see the guidelines that you operate under. Those are guidelines I fully 
agree with. I think the one guideline I would add would be to use major physical barriers as 
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boundaries. We have the existing cascade range which forms barriers for eastern and western 
WA as well as political district boundaries. Columbia and Snake River do the same. There are 
other cases that you need to look at like Snoqualmie River east and north bend. If you look on 
the CD map you will see the river bend, you will see the T spot. The river is the boundary 
between the 2nd and 8th districts. It causes political problems too because its very hard for 
the 2nd congressman to come down and look at the north side of the river which is quite far 
from him. I am asking you to look at the ridge tops as being the major geographic barrier. I 
have a map of the Snoqualmie, skycomish ranger districts which would form an excellent 
boundary between these two districts and save the energy of the congress people to come 
down and look after that. Let that whole area be in the 8th district.  

6/13/11 Jim Burrows   Burien Seattle   Testimony 17     PHD in math, former Boeing employee. If you look at your map here on the right side, are the 
current CD (9). I used the census tracks, I get the population and where they are. Draw the 
center of population of each district, that’s the black circles. The straight lines arent the 
boundaries those are halfway between the center of districts. Sigma down there, 7.6 percent 
is the violation of one person, one vote. In otherwords the constitution says that has to be 
zero, but I dont think you have to do that. The gama over there is my evaluation of the 
gerrymandering. Lack of compactness.The dots are the district assignments. So if you look at 
district 2 there are some orange dots that go down to the center of district 1. Those guys 
were "gerrymandered". Thats 25.3 percent gerrymandered. Thats not quite as bad as texas in 
2004, they were 47 percent. I drew a map of my own that tried to minimize those numbers. 
On the left is 10 districts with their centers of population. I decided to renumber it according 
to the numbers on the left side that are close to the centers of the others. So the current 
representatives are as happy as possible. That leaves one over. Two were closest to district 7. 
so I left the one 7 and call the other 10. 

6/13/11 Yemane 
Gebremicael 

  Seattle Seattle   Testimony 18     Today, I am proud to be an American. I am an immigrant that came from Ethiopia 17 years 
ago. I live in Seattle. As you can see there are only 2 Africans here this evening. I have been 
trying to speak to my friends to tell them it is important. They could not believe me that there 
could be any effort for such kind of inclusion. This kind of inhancing,this kind of involvement. 
It is very sad they could not believe, which makes your job very compelling. I tried to tell them 
this is not a handout this is a right. I tried to give them an example. This country started as 13 
states. With principle of inclusion, principle of representation. It started with 13 states and is 
now 50 states. There is need for public education, because there is going to be need for 
participation. This should not be talked down. Involve every member of this area. The finess 
of technicalities of forming these districts may be very far for many of them but the impact of 
it is real to many people. They must be helped to understand it. They will participate based on 
their understanding.  

6/13/11 Sarajane 
Siegfriedt  

King County 
Democrats 

Seattle Seattle   Testimony 19     I support the map that has been submitted by David Spring. The map has the 10th CD in 
Bellevue, Redmond, Kirkland and he submitted it as a power point. The 10th takes 28,000 
from the northern part of 7th. So it wraps around the north of Lake Washington and comes 
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into the 46th down to Fred Meyers. I think that would be a good compact 10th district.  I 
mainly wanted to address the 46th and surrounding districts. I think that since the 36th is 
land locked. 45, 000 should go north around Aurora. The 46th still goes from Golden Gardens 
to Laurel Hirst. We would then have to add those 4000-5000 to the 10,000 that the 46th 
needs. I think they are going to have to come from the north. My friends in the 43rd are upset 
from that. North Seattle and Shoreline are a community of interest. Always when we look at 
north Seattle its far easier to go north-south then it is east-west. crossing east-west the 
transportation and traffic is really bad. If we need to strech these districts north and south is 
better in terms of transportation.  

6/13/11 Robert Ransom   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 20     I have lived in the Shoreline area which is the 32nd LD for over 40 years. At one time it was 
the 1st LD something like 30 years ago. A long time ago. I have been elected 9 times to 
represent the people in that area over 25 years. This included in the school district, park and 
recreation district, city counsel member, and as a mayor for the city of Shoreline. If there is 
anything consistent in the 32nd district it is that the people there do not want to be included 
with the city of Seattle. We have much in common with the cities north of us in Snohomish 
Co., and to the east of us. We incorporate as cities specifically to stop Seattle from annexing 
Shoreline area. The 1st district north of us has an excess of people on your maps. The 44th 
district north of the 1st has even more of an excess of people. We recommend that you 
expand the 32nd LD north into the first district. Move the boundary of the 1st district even 
further north to absorb the ecess of people in the 44th. This would meet your need to expand 
the districts population and keep similar interests of the small cities together. We would also 
prefer to stay in the 1st district together.  

6/13/11 Dan Thwing   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 21   32 I am a 12th generation American. I am a 4th generation Washingtonians. I would like to be 
represented as well. I think it would be a move in the wrong direction to go back to 
segregation and try to carve out based on race. I think that’s the wrong political move. People 
ought to get together and talk to their representatives and share their opinions, vote, and get 
involved. I dont think they need help from gerrymandering from political hacks. Which i'm 
sure you are not. I'm positive. I am for choice. People ought to have choice. If there is a swing 
possibility where your trying to even it out, I think the one with the best ideas to say what 
they have to say and compaign on those issues and get elected by arguing their point. I echo 
Bobs words before me. incorporation committee looking into the governance of Shoreline are 
prior to incorporation. It was pretty hands down that we didnt want to be absorbed into 
Seattle as far as a city. I would also echo the comment of creating streets as borders. One 
house is one side of the street is one and the other side of the street is in another. In going 
door to door to involve people in issues its hard to know which district they are in. Both LD 
and CD. I would encourage to keep the lines as straight as possible. So neighbors can be 
neighbors and cadidates will know who they can talk to when doorbelling and who they can 
represent.  

6/13/11 Jorge Baron   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 22 7 36 I'm here to urge you to draw the new 10th CD in King Co. to include a majority people of 
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color. I don’t think its just about having a person of color elected. Its about holding 
accountability and people being included. There isnt a feeling about being represented here. I 
appreciate the comments earlier about not gerrymandering, its not about that because I think 
a majority of the communites around the state are very well represented, in the legislature, in 
the seats of power, including in the commission. But there arent communities of color being 
well represented. Its about making sure all communities have representation at the various 
levels of government. Ultimately our democracy only works if every community feels like they 
have had a voice in the decisions that are being made. I think that if we have a situation 
where the preception is the communities of color are not having their voices heard, because 
their political power is diluted by where the boundaries are drawn. Its kind of like a self 
fulfilling prophecy. People are going to stop participating. In the end thats going to undermine 
our democracy. People are going to feel its not them making the decisions. That is why I am 
here, so communities of color feel empowered therefore drawn to participate fully in the 
political process and to change a little bit of the dynamic in the way we think as the 
population has grown. The reason we have a 10th district is because of the growth in those 
communities.  

6/13/11 Jim Irish   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 23     I think the districts at every level should follow to as much as possible the boundaries of the 
municipalities. They should be designed for the benefit of the cadidates and voters to follow 
logical transportation concerns. If you do those two things you will get the maximum 
involvement of people. Its hard for people to reach across city, urban, rural boundaries to 
relate to eachotehr. I live in N. Seattle. That doesnt mean I dont go to things in Shoreline. 
Since I moved here in 1979, i looked at a map of the city. I was going to be working in the 
middle of Seattle. I see this great big pond to the west and substantial pond to the east. I saw 
trouble as far as transportation. It was purely logical to live in Seattle as far as commute.  I 
then realized how difficult it was to get to I5. You have to respect these kind of boundaries. 
You want to facilitate people getting together. You want to make people happy. I dont think 
some of the things here should be considered. You have to look at how and where people live 
so they have the feel that their representative has. 

6/13/11 Elena Perez   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 24 7 46 Although I live in the 46th LD, I wont be speaking to the interest of that LD because I feel very 
well represented. I will speak as a person of color. I'm urging the commission to draw the 
10th district is South King Co. that includes a majority of people of color and also include 3 
counties that are majority people of color. As Jorge mentioned, its not about having 
representatives that look like us, but that reflect our intersts. The communities interests, 
challenges, and hardships that people are going through. Money plays a large and growing 
role in politics. In the formation of policy by well paid lobbyists. The influence by political 
donations. The political concentration is in the hands of a few. Those few do not represent 
working class communities of color. The great equalizer is suppose to be the vote. If you 
desire for a healthy democracy where all people, regardless of class, and regardless of race 
have a vote, and a voice in this process, then i think you do need to draw these districts with 
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that goal in mind. The census in 2010 shows that King Co is 35 percent persons of color. A 
speaker earlier called it segregation to have a district drawn to serve people of color. I dont 
think its creating segregation, its acknowleding that segregation exists alraedy. Its because 
often times low income people who are often people of color need to be given a voice. 
Hoping that by drawing a district in that way will give them a voice. allow their concerns to be 
heard about under funded schools, polution, lack of community centers. Be heard. Hopefully 
that will improve their situation and therefore be even more engaged in politics and possibly 
run for office because they feel inspired. They feel like someone is actually listening to them 
and thats accountable to them and to their interests. Their is a glaring lack of diversity on the 
commission. I dont question your qualifications in any way. I dont question your good 
intentions. I ask that you include people of colors voice and opinions. people that will be 
testifying tonight and tomorrow please include that. 

6/13/11 Jo Elaine Akemi 
Matsumoto 

APACE Seattle Seattle   Testimony 25     I am here to represent a APACE, Asian Pacific Americans Civic Empowerment. I think each one 
of us love democracy. We love the concept of being represented, having a voice, influencing 
whats happening around us. APCE certainly supports the unity map. We are a group of 
interests because we share common problems. We dont necessarily vote the same in terms 
of politics. In terms of the boundaries drawn. The unity map starts with the ship canal. The 
ship canal is a traditional historic barrier to people of color. We could not live north of the 
Ship Canal, and thats one of the reasons why theres a concentration of people of color in 
South King Co.  I have been here since 1974 and in that time, the poor people of Seattle have 
been pushed south to Renton,Kent, Auburn. I noticed because I use to work for Highline 
Community College. When I was there our students were mostly white. Since then HCC has 
the most diverse student population. Thats just the pressure of high run in the city of Seattle 
pushing the people south.  I dont think you have to gerrymander the boundaries. They are 
natural boundaries based on past historical injustice. I would urge you to look at the unity 
map and give us a voice.  

6/13/11 John Milem   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 26     I am offering tonight a map of the west part of King Co. With 3 CD's on it. One of which is 
composed entirely of the cities of Seattle, Burien and a part of unicorporated area between 
the two. Second, would be an eastside district running to basically the Snoqualmie River east 
between Lake Washington and the River including Shoreline and far south to inlude Renton. 
The third district on this map is to include King Co. South of burien, Seattle, and Renton. 
Running down into Pierce Co. to include Puyallup, Bonney Lake, Buckley. As far as LDs, one 
composed of Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Kennemore, and Bothell. There would be a district 
in NE Seattle, which would be everything in Seattle north of Ship Canal and east of I5, plus an 
area east of Aurora up to 50th to bring the population up to necessary. The district to the 
west of that would be everything else North of the Ship Canal almost all of Magnolia. There 
will be a Central District, basically everything between the Ship Canal and Jefferson Street and 
east of 15th Avenue West. Then there would be a district south of Jefferson that would run 
down to the end of city limits and running over to 35th Avenue SW. Then a district with the 
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balance of Seattle plus Burien, Normandy Park, Vashion Island and White Center. This is 
responsive to the people outside of the city of Seattle. Seattles population now supports only 
4 legislative districts and less than half of the 5th one. This proposal gives Seattle those 4 
districts. It puts the balance of Seattle in a district with Burien and Vashon. 

6/13/11 Arthur Coday   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 27     Resident of Shoreline. I would urge you mainly to consider the constitution and use that as 
your guide. I have confidence that you will put that first and foremost in your list of priorities 
as you establish boundaries. Once you have done that I would suggest you try to keep cities 
intact. To keep boundaries natural and easy to distinguish among people. To respect the fact 
that there are differences in rural and urban areas. Most importantly maintain competitive 
districting. This is critical because at the heart of everything we are doing is the idea of 
democracy opposed to  aristocracy or beaurocracy. We believe deeply in this state and in our 
nation that we can self govern. Self governers depend almost exclusively on the ability to 
have a competitive open electoral process on every level of government. Many people today 
believe in a certain justification that too many of our seats at every level of government have 
been locked up by incumbants who essentially will not be defeated in their lifetime as long as 
they wish to run again. We need seats that are competitive year after year. So that whoever 
occupies that seat regardless of their occupation knows that its going to be competitive. They 
have to be transparent, honest, and always serve the people. Always uphold their oath that 
they take to the constitution of their country and their state or their municipalities. I think 
thats why maintaining competitiveness is such an important thing. It has served America well. 
It is one of the things that differenciates us in a very positive way from many other countries. 

6/13/11 Joanna Cullen   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 28   37 I am active in several organizations. I have lived in the Central district since 1977 and I have 
been in the 43rd and 37th due to the lines moving. I think sometimes when you try to draw 
boundaries following communities of interest that don’t have a neighborhood, local, or 
regional way of being together can go terribly wrong. You can disenpower groups that you 
intend to empower. I am sympathetic to insure that minorities are not purposely divided up 
which may be a different case in Yakima. I dont know how those boundaries have been 
drawn. In the central district, we have little in common with Renton. We dont share the same 
buses or transportation problems. We pay Seattle taxes not renton. Our schools are seperate. 
The central district is in 43rd and 37th. When we are trying to advocate for something and 
talk to our representatives its difficult. Our representatives dont sit on the school board, the 
43rd representatives certainly brag that no schools in their district closed during the last 
school assignment process. While every single school that closed in Seattle  was in the 37th. 
That is because those areas are disempowered from being able to advocate as one. The very 
south end has a school they are trying to save or talk about then the very north end. They are 
not in regional communities. Its hard to get together when part of you is in different LDs. I 
also saw one map where the CD's would divide the central districts between two different 
CDs. I live in one of the oldest neighborhoods in Seattle and I would like that neighborhood to 
be considered a Seattle neighborhood. However you decide to make the main Seattle district, 
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I would like to be in the CD that represents Seattle. Some things you try to advocate for are 
schools, transportation, public safety, community centers, but they are all almost regional. If 
you are going to use your community center it has to be accessible regionally. How would a 
majority-minority district work? all the communities of color running against eachother? 
would that be setting them up to not work well together? Then the caucasians are all against 
them? We want to work for our communities, schools, good roads, transportation, public 
safety. It encompasses the entire area so you can work together on schools roads and events. 
Events people can all attend and get there easily.  

6/13/11 Jeff Patton   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 29     I am a minority, republican. We have well intentioned sincere people asking you to redistrict 
on racial, ethnic, and party lines. All heartfelt. All with the best of intentions. I am here to ask 
you to take a very different approach. The speak in favor of party majority gave one of his 
benefits that the politicians could be less responsive to its constituents. Wouldnt have to 
work as hard in elections and save money. One speaker in favor of color, race majority said 
they would then be able to elect representatives  who represent their interests and the 
representatives would be able to craft legislative agenda directly in line with their interests. 
She said that  not to do so would disenfranchise those people. She failed to mention that by 
doing so is asking you to disenfranchise those members of the new minority in that district 
who are not in that race. Competition is critical to our process. That is how the country was 
founded. The basis on which we were founded. The need to compete doesnt kill you. All my 
adult life, as a conservative I have had to compete. It has not been easy. In fact my wife points 
out if your a conservative you really have to be on your game because 9 out of 10 people 
disagree with you.  I would strongly advocate swing districts purely based on the population 
distribution. Not based on racial, ethnic, or party lines. I would gladly live next door with 
anyone of these people whom I disagree with and argue over a cup of coffee the merits of the 
issues. I think we need to compete in the market place of ideas. The only way to do that is to 
avoid you eliminating copetition and stacking the deck in one way or another.  

6/13/11 Dick Falkenbury   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 30     The problem in front of you is not political. Its mathmatical. You wouldn’t go get a plumber to 
do your heart operation. You need to hire a mathmatician. You should disregard voting 
patterns. The problem is how do you pick the mathmetician whose not going to have an 
agenda. I  suggest a very simple way of doing it. The state of WA holds an annual CPA 
(certified public accountant) test. You take the 3rd highest score, offer them a good amount 
of money and prevailing wages. You tell them these are the numbers of people in the state. 
You are to keep it compact, keep natural, keep cities with cities, suburbs with suburbs, rural 
areas with rural and Frankly that should be your job. Your job is not to draw political lines for 
us. under the mandate from the supreme court is to draw a simple, numerical, compact 
districts. The best person to do that is a mathmetician. The best way to pick someone is not 
with your judgement but by simply looking at the scores and offering them the job. In fact 
insisting the CPA test that one of your agreements, this will be your job if you come in third. 
Why the person that comes in third? somebody in another state might give the answers to 
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some smart person and then they get the CPA. He might give the answers to two people and 
have them skip one and you have the third. Gurantee you will have someone not of your 
choosing with no agenda.  

6/13/11 Mohamed hassan African Community Seattle Seattle   Testimony 31     I came to this country in 1994 as a refugee. I started working for the federal government in 20 
days. My background was a finance. The community I represent come from repressive 
Government. They don’t think the government itself you can challenge. After September 11th 
alot of ??1:56 55 has been branded terrorists. We keep telling them that advocacy, 
participation, civic engagement, sharing thoughts, representation, all that goes down the 
drain tonight if you dont consider the 10th district. We preach all along, there is a fairness, 
equality, Having say that to be honest with you i'm going to speak from my heart. When I 
come to this commission I was expecting a diverse because of the judgement you guys are 
deciding the faith of our people. What I see is the diverse not there. But I am trusting your 
judgement and you have to understand that the King Co. minorities are 35 percent. That is a 
high population. The representation is less than, I'm not going to tell you, you know that. 
Please consider. We only need representation. Dont look at the color, the race, anything else 
but if you follow the numbers that will give you the answer. I late tonight because I was 
coming from University of WA graduation. I was astonished by the number graduated, 
contributing members of society. The ground is really changing. The north end is far different 
from the south. At least the north end has good representation. Please consider the 10th 
district.  

6/13/11 Jesus Rodriguez Latino Community 
TRUSTED ADVOCATES 

Seattle Seattle   Testimony 32     Similar to the ideas of others whether you go with numbers or colors in terms of redistricting, 
I put my money on 9 out of 10 we wont get it. I am participating in the process because we 
have been talking about representing our people, one or two of here will give it a shot. 
Frankly,for one, I'm not impressed by your diversity. Two, the power you represent. Three, it 
doesnt make a difference if you put a minority district. The odds will still be stacked against 
us. From what I have observed, politics at this point in runned by money. If you dont have 
money you cant run to be a candidate. My people are poor. Whether you redistrict or do 
something else there has to be something else done and perhaps the redistricting 
commission is not the right place to address but there has to be a whole perspective redrawn 
by policy makers, politicians, legislature, or educators because we will never share in the 
decision making until we are represented. I was raised in texas. They do the same things. 
Whether you call it gerrymandering or whatever our people never got across the railroad 
tracks. It wasnt until New Mexico with a majority population of Spanish Americans, Mexicans, 
They were the only ones to make an impact on the political process by selecting key 
individuals. They have the numbers and economic cloud. The only choice I have is to ask for 
the unity map. I probably can come up with a better solution then that but for now i'm going 
to back up my buddies and tell them lets go for the 10th district. Hopefully to give us some 
insight and experience. If it goes through it puts it on us to one, try to be fair even if there is a 
minority white folk in the district that needs representation. Lets see if the shoe fits on the 
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other side if we dont turn around and do the same thing. That we perceive has been done to 
us. The other aproach is, lets use this as a project. A lot of projects should have the 
opportunity to see if they should work. To see if lessons are learned, to see if it makes a 
difference. I don t like the idea of segregation. I would like to see someone, that speaks 
spanish, grew up in poverty, knows what it is to work 14 hours  a day in farm fields, but 
doesnt get the result of representation. Consider my proposal. You have your criteria, add 
this speck of information. Give us a break, a chance. If it doesnt work we'll be the first to 
admit. I wish the money could go to pay for educating our population, employment to bring 
us up to speed, so we can have role models just like you guys. I wish there were 6 of me over 
there and 1 of you over here just to see how fair I would be.  

6/13/11 Jamie Walker, 
Republican PCO 

  Kirkland Seattle   Testimony 33 1 48 I represent my own concerns. I suggested at the Bellevue it was time to end the illogical 
concerns of the 1st CD which joins across a large body of water. Two highly different 
constituencies with very different life styles, demographic cocerns, political desires, 
representation. The sentiment was echoed by a almost unanimous vote in the room. During 
the time between the meetings, several people endorsed this idea. Seperating the east and 
west sides of the Puget Sound into their repective areas is an idea trancends, party, race, 
ehnicity and level of income. The comments I have received have been heavily in favor of the 
division. Simply the Puget Sound is a logical border between two population centers of the 1st 
CD. The continuence of the configuration as is fails common sense. The good people on both 
sides deserves representation in congress uniformly, single minded in line with their concerns 
as politically possible. Not someone who's time is likewise divided. I and the many people 
who have voiced similar oppinions request the committee redraw the 1st CD to establish a 
district that logically seperates people by their commonality, geographically, location, culture. 
There was a united voice from a single organization tonight that I find ??uphorrent 2:06?? 
You were being asked to divide by race and ethnicity. Must we relearn lessons or make the 
same mistakes again. We are a nation who lives under a single premise. What was asked 
tonight is outrageous. I thought WA was better than this. What we saw tonight was racism. I 
plead with you reject what you heard tonight. Let our bodies be mixed, let us be one nation 
under God. Let us be one people in this land regardless of race, ethnicity or any other division. 

6/13/11 Yemane 
Gebremicael 

  Seattle Seattle   Testimony 34     We are not talking about race we are talking about representation. We know who is not being 
represented. We know who is being excluded. We need to stand up for our nation of diversity 
and representation. If we see discrepencies then it must be corrected.   

6/13/11 Jim Irish   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 35     I was raised to repect all cultures, races, creeds. I think that’s what all districts need to do. I 
think crafting a district based to accommodate a minority is never going to accommodate all 
the minorities that are in Seattle. We need to recognize that people of every social, religeous, 
culture, racial live in Seattle. We need to be one coutry and one people. I dont think creating 
a ghetto district is going to make Seattle any better. We have to absorb and take the best of 
everything and go forward as one country. 

6/13/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 37th LD Repuplicans Renton Seattle   Testimony 36     I would like to point out a sign that I see when I go to Skyway which is high crime area, lock 
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Chair your door, hide everything. This area is so under represented and gets little attention from 

our representatives. They are focused on Seattle. Free Skyway, West Hill, Renton from Seattle 
and put me out of a job. 

6/13/11 Virgil Domota   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 37     I heard a few things that moved me to speak. I don’t have a recommendation for a certain 
district. People were talking about criteria leading to ideas and the ideas should be challenged 
and that’s how democracy should be. We are not able to let ideas challege eachother if 
certain ideas arent introduced because certain people arent part of the process. We need 
ideas to come to the table from communites that may not be represented right now and feel 
welcome to share. I heard something that moved me walls come in alot of different forms. 
People could be walls too. When people are saying this is racist, that to me is a wall. Even 
though people oraganized to meet here to support minority community. I think many voices 
did come together. Dont look at people of color being a wall, but look at the process to get 
people involved. People would like to draw a line where we have someone to turn to feel part 
of their family and network. People came here with good intentions.  

6/13/11 John Milem   Seattle Seattle   Testimony 38     heres the map from Everett that was missing. District composed mostly of Everett and 
Mulketeo. Another composed of Edmondson, Mount Lake Terrace, Brier and Woodway. Then 
a district that’s basically centered on Mill Creek which would be the only municipality in that 
district. Like I said earlier, Bothell would be put with Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, and 
Kenemore in a district. 

6/13/11 Lona Wilbur     N Seattle   Webcast 1     Lona Wilbur, 2nd CD listening in on Web Cam 
6/13/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview N Seattle   Webcast 2     i do not agree with drawing lines by way of race. It needs to be with natural population 

boundaries. 
6/13/11 Lona Wilbur     N Seattle   Webcast 3     Natural Population boundaries include majority of people of color 
6/13/11 Gen     N Seattle   Webcast 4     Jumpy 
6/14/11 Jamie Walker, 

Republican PCO 
  Kirkland     E-Form       42 

6/14/11 Mary K. Brandon   Tenino     E-Form       44 

6/14/11 Gayle Rundstrom   Clark County     Email       Click to view email: Redistricting of the 15th Legislative District 

6/14/11 Chris Stearns, 
Vice 
Chair/Member 

Seattle Human Rights 
Commission/Native 
Vote WA 

Muckleshoot 
Indian 
Reservation 

Auburn   Letter       38 

6/14/11 John Milem   Vancouver Auburn   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

6/14/11 Pedro Areino   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 1     If you look at the demographics and statistics of this school. It is a small percentage of Latinos. 
On our student government we do have Latinos. This was our first year having a Latino 
president at Green River Community College. We feel like we have trust and a voice in our 
student government. I personally dont feel like I have that with our government on a larger 
scale. We have had such a large increase in Latino population but we dont have a CD made up 
of people of color with a representative that represents our issues. Yakima is 42 percent 
Latinos and there isnt really politicians who is listening to the issues.   

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0042.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0044.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0043.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0038.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0030.pdf
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6/14/11 Michael Scheele   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 2     A logical location for the 10th would be the east side of King Co. Vibrant suburban area. It has 

more in common with itself rather than 3-4 rural areas that have different concerns. I am 
reacting to something I have heard earlier. Something that concerns me is people 
adovocating for people of color districts. Because over the years I have had different people 
with various ethnicities represent me. I have agreed with and disagreed with at varying times 
at it has nothing to do with their ethnicity. I think we need to move past the notion that ones 
ethnic background determines ones beliefs or interests. I am more likely to have something 
common with my neighbor or neighborhood, my city, or my faith community then I am based 
on my skin or what country I am born in. Although I am a naturalized citizen of this country, I 
was born elsewhere. I am a legal immigrant. I do find myself with things in common with 
people of all backgrounds and also things not in common with people of all backgrounds. I 
think we need to move past this. Its acts of  segregation. I fear that we are moving backwards 
by going towards this type of metric. It moves against the principles of redistricting indicating 
we dont want to  discriminate for or against a particular community. I encourage to you to 
use the political subdivisions and the communities of intersts as I would define it as 
neighborhoods, cities, and counties. Competitive districts would help everyone. It would 
allow everyones voice to be heard and not taken for granted which can happen in a stacked 
district.    

6/14/11 Mary Sue 
Marshall 

  Auburn Auburn   Testimony 3     I work with a lot of out reach groups in the community. Different ethnicities. One thing I have 
found that most of us have the same desires and the same needs. Some people feel we need 
to be redistricted by ethnic groups. We need to be a community regardless of our ethnicity. 
We need to concentrate on our commonality rather than our differences. Do not discriminate 
against or for any group. We need as many competitive districts as possible.  OUr cities need 
to be kept as whole as possible. It would be an insult for minorities that they couldnt be apart 
of politics any other way. I feel that creating districts that are clear and consistent. If you 
going to carve a district, carve it so there is more opportunity. No one needs to be safe, 
protected and no one needs to have a free ride.  

6/14/11 Scott Hutchins   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 4     Im concerned about redistricting. This will not only effect the voters, but me in a few years. I 
am a freshman. I'm concerned about the minority districts, to me that is discriminatory. I feel 
we are all Americans. We all have commonalities. We are greater when we are together and 
shouldnt seperate based on our skin color. That is ridiculous, thats a scandal. If this panel 
decides on something like that, not only is it discriminatory, but its breaking apart our 
communities. I believe its your job to represent people,not ethnic group, but American 
people as a group.  

6/14/11 Ramzy Boutros   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 5     The challenge of coming up with new districts is daunting. I was pleased to see the 
commission has a charter to produce competitive, fair districts. That are done without regard 
to racial biast. When I see efforts that are racial gerrymandering, that is inappropriate. We do 
have a tradition of equal opportunity in America. A fairness. This is one of the things that has 
made America great. I urge you to ignore partisan request for biast and stick to  charter of 
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producing competitive districts. 

6/14/11 Chris Stearns Navaho Tribe Auburn Auburn   Testimony 6     I serve as chair of the Seattle Human Rights Commission. I live on the muckleshoot tribe 
reservation. As you draw those lines, I agree with keeping the communities of interest 
together. Part of your charter is to recognize that. There are a number of interests that do 
bind us. Some of those include our cultures and shared values. Create a CD in south King Co. 
include Auburn, Kent, Muckleshoot reservation. In terms of LD's grow the 47th south and 
eastward. It would basically put us all in Auburn together.  

6/14/11 John Milem   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 7     I proposed a south King Co. CD. It includes everything south of Seattle, Burien, and Renton 
and runs over to the woods. 150,000 from north pierce to make up the rest of the population. 
The first map you have 80 percent of the area in one district. It’s a reflection of a rural district. 
The other district is Kent, including the Panta Lake annexation. Thats virtually a full district. 
Federal Way district include Des Moines is a full district virtually. There is an Auburn district 
which includes; Algona, pacific, Sumner, Bonney Lake, Lake Tapps area. Puyallup district 
which would include; Edgewood, Milton, Fife, NE Tacoma, Bounce Point, Dash Point, Waller, 
Summit, some of the area to the west and SW of Puyallup. Finally, a district in Orting which 
includes that large suburban and unincorporated area in the central part of Pierce Co. The 
geography that Im using is Census geography.The indidcators of municipalities are from 
January 1, 2010. The districts that I have drawn have taken a cut of annexations, but the 
geography does not show those. 

6/14/11 Pamela Mastavan   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 8     Draw districts to empower communities of color who are far to under represented in the 
state legislature and congress. Its time for the government of WA to address historic 
institutional racism which can start to by fully and accurately representing the people of our 
state. My recommendations are as follows. Creat a 10th district of minority voters or near 
majority minority voters centered in south King Co. Create a 10th from populations in 8, 9, 
and 7th CD. The result would be a district representing a large number of people of color and 
would be more represented of Native Americans. Who comprise of just under 2 percent of 
King Co. population. The new 10th district would include Auburn, Kent, Muckleshoot 
reservation in south King Co. Regarding to the LD, grow the 47th LD south and east. Shrink the 
31st district so that community of interest and Auburn is no longer split in half. The 
Muchleshoot, which is the 2nd largest employer is no longer cut off from the rest of Auburn.   

6/14/11 Jim Vaughn   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 9     I am from Orting WA. I think everyone runs across certain individuals in their life that have an 
impact on their personality. For me, a gentleman name Colonel Fred develop. When you went 
to the Colonel, you did not go with a problem. You went with a problem, and three solutions. 
You had the advantages and the disadvantage of each. I ask the commission, when you get 
down to the final redistricting maps write down the advantages and disadvantages of each 
and why you chose the one you did. It will cause you to think out of the box and provide 
transparency. 

6/14/11 Don Riecks   Auburn Auburn   Testimony 10   33 I live in Des Moines. I Have been involved with the redistricting of King Co. for some time 
now. They are changing the population. When they established the districts in 2000, they 
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were short in district 8, West Seattle.  They simply reached down and took Normandy Park. In 
the 33rd, Normandy Park is in with Des Moines, Kent, and the other cities. I studied the map, I 
realized King Co. is Seattle centered. We need a district in the south end that is more home 
engenius. I am lobbying that Normandy Park get put back. 33rd district has half of Kent and 
the 47th has the other half. In the last mayor election we had quite a time trying to cordinate 
both districts to get someone elected. I wasnt realizing you were also doing the legislative 
districts. Keep Normandy park in the 33rd, but expand the district and we would give up 
much of Renton and have Kent fully enclosed in one district and move further east to 
covington and maybe Black Diamond. This would equal out. I think Horozontal of this district 
would be well served. In district 7 that should also include enumclaw.Horozontal redistricting 
would make sense. If you are worried about splitting cities. I would say dont worry about 
Seatac, It is really a combination of cities. When they realized the airport provided alot of 
money people surrounded the area. 188th is a four lane highway and it seems to make sense 
as a boundary. We give up Renton to have Kent. It creates alot of problems sharing districts 
and thats the same for any republican, democrat, ethnic. 

6/14/11 Elsa Batres OneAmerica Auburn Auburn   Testimony 11     I am here in support of the new 10th CD outlined in the Unity Map. I believe this is a great 
opportunity to not be taken for granted. to plead and to increase the civic engagement of so 
many new Americans that are living specifically in the South King Co. I can only imgagine the 
power and the empowerment this will cause in the communities that are just forming. Alot 
the immigrants and refugees come from a place where democracy doesnt really exist. This is 
a great opportunity to see others being empowered. To see the opportunity that young 
people may have and be able to be represented in the next ten years and also feel 
empowered to be part of this commission at some point. 

6/14/11 Randy     Auburn   Webcast 1     Thanks for letting us participate! 
6/14/11 Carol     Auburn   Webcast 2     Who is the young man talking, missed his name. 
6/14/11 Randy     Auburn   Webcast 3     I agree with the last two speakers. I believe the best way to represent communities in terms 

of Congressional districts is to use I-5 to split the 1st and the new 10th. Both seats will be 
competitive and representative of their communities. 

6/14/11 Carol     Auburn   Webcast 4     Speaks very well for so young. 
6/15/11 Van Anderson   Packwood     E-Form       45 

6/15/11 Will Brandt   Lake Stevens     Email       Click to view email: Resident recommendation for the new 44th Legislative District 

6/16/11 Jesse Salomon   Shoreline     E-Form       48 

6/16/11 Jim Burrows   Burien     Email       Click to review email: 10th Congressional District 

6/17/11 Anonymous    unknown     E-Form       50 

6/17/11 Anonymous    unknown     E-Form       52 

6/17/11 Anonymous    unknown     E-Form       53 

6/17/11 Crystal Alvarez Skagit/Island Counties 
Builders Association 

Seattle     E-Form       49 

6/17/11 Dan Hesser   Tacoma     E-Form       51 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0045.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0046.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0048.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0047.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0050.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0052.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0053.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0049.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0051.pdf
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6/17/11 Elaine Phelps 34th LD WSDCC State 

Committee Woman 
Shoreline     E-Form       54 

6/17/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton     Letter       Click to view document 

6/21/11 Michael Luzzo   Kennewick     E-Form       55 

6/22/11 Cynthia Stang   Kirkland     E-Form       56 

6/22/11 Richard Owen   Kenmore     E-Form       57 

6/23/11 Danny L. 
Clements 

  Toppenish     e-Form       58 

6/23/11 Ann Bhandarker   Kirkland     Email       Click to view email: District 48 problem 

6/23/11 Chris Stearns, 
PUD 
Commissioner 

County, Thurston Thurston 
County 

    Letter       Click to view document 

6/24/11 Mary Urban   Vancouver     E-Form       60 

6/24/11 Linda S. Munson   Port Orchard     Email       Click to view email: Redistricting 

6/24/11 Malcolm Allen & 
Nicholas Simons, 
Students 

Kentridge High School Kent     Letter       Click to view document 

6/24/11 Michael Bruce, 
Mayor 

City of Westport Westport     Letter       Click to view document 

6/26/11 Dennis Weber   Longview     Email       Click to view email: Congressional Redistricting 

6/27/11 Kristin Moerler   Bremerton     E-Form       63 

6/27/11 John Milem   Vancouver Spokane   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

6/30/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton     E-Form       64 

6/30/11 John Milem   Vancouver Bremerton   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

6/30/11 Robert Hill   Tacoma Bremerton   Letter       31 

6/30/11   APACE Seattle     Letter       Click to view document 

6/30/11 Robert Hill     Bremerton   Letter        Click to view handout from Robert Hill 

6/30/11 Robert Hill   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 1     Former precinct committee officer in the 27th, cadidate for Tacoma city counsel. I am here to 
address the city of Tacoma. There is more than 60 precints and most of tacoma is 6th CD. In 
regards to the new 10th, I would like to see all of Tacoma out of the 6th and into the 10th. I 
would like to have a nice clean fresh district that has no stench in it, no stink of incumbancy, 
particularly the smell of the current incumbency. Its easier for me to come to this commission 
and try to convince you to do what I just proposed. Have no Tacoma precints in the 10th CD 
then it is to talk to the incumbent into not running for the 6th CD. As you know, one doesnt 
have to reside in the particular CD to run for it. I doubt the representative will resign any time 
soon. I doubt he is going to run for any district other than what he resides in.  He is selfish and 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0054.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0009.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0055.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0056.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0057.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0058.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0059.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0010.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0060.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0061.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0011.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0012.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0062.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0063.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0045.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0064.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0032.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0031.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0039.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0100.pdf
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congress as a whole is selfish. We are getting a 10 district not a 20th district because that 
would mean the size of congress would be 870 members, but we dont. We have 435 
members. Why is that? because of the reapportionment act of 1911 set the size of congress 
at 435. It has not grown with population. They want to maintain minimal representation. I 
think the founders mistaken in setting a lower limit of 30,000. They should of set a maximum 
limit. A second reason why I have concerns with the current incumbent is I think he has no 
honor anymore.  Q: Sir, we are not commenting on the incumbents, just on districts and 
cities. A: Im trying to write a little bit of color to the raw content of my presentation. You 
technically don’t have to put the 10th where all the population is. You can start in the upper 
right or the upper left, bottom left. You can start where ever and make the 10th come into 
existence last or you can work backwards starting with the 10th. 

6/30/11 marcia Hamilton   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 2     I live in Mason Co. I have spent the day in Kitsap Co. doing what I usually do, going to the 
doctor, shopping, Costco, going to another doctor and then coming here. Mason Co. is  very 
much apart of Kitsap. We are one community. Please leave Mason in the 6th CD. Where I live 
on Tiger Lake is bisected So i live in Kitsap and Mason. I think number one, our congressman 
lives in Belfair. I would like him to continue to be my congressman. He is extremely support of 
health care reform act. Besides politics is that the districts stay congruent. That Mason Co. 
stay apart of the 6th CD. A lot of it has to do with Hood Canal, the rejuveination of the waters. 
We have sewers now. Thanks to Norm Dicks. Leave Mason Co. in the 6th CD. 

6/30/11 Mark Biggs 35th LD Democrats Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 3     Representing parts of Kitsap, all of Mason, and parts of Grays Harbor and Thurston Co. I 
believe the residents of the 6th district are well served by the current boundary. It provides a 
commonality in the community around the armed forces. The various military around the 
district. These bases are the foundation of our local economy. The military families, sailors, 
soldiers, airman, and reserve server as the foundation of our community.  If the current 
boundary needs to be moved to the north. Kitsap would be better served if it was entirely in 
the 6th CD. With respect to the LD boundaries, be aware of the fragmentation of Bremerton. 
Currently it is divided into three LDs. The Cons of this are Bremerton has 9 legislatures 
representing it, but lacks the elecoral muscle to elect anyone from the city of Bremerton. We 
are capable of being represented but our representatives are from Bainbridge Island, Poulsbo, 
Port Orchard, Gig Harbor, Shelton, and Olympia. I would advise you as much as possible that 
future boundaries give weight to the city of Bremerton with common interests. 

6/30/11 Doris Carender   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 4     I am originally from New Mexico. I am Hispanic in background. I have been a resident of East 
Bremerton for 9 years. The present opportunity to correct some of the representational in 
equalities that have become very evident to me is most welcomed. There are two points I 
bring for consideration. There are criteria for drawing boundaries I believe some have been 
violated or ignored. The city of Bremerton is split into 3 different districts. The criteria that 
each district be contiguous, compact, and convenient has been thrown out the window in 
Bremertons case. Not only does the city not enjoy contiguous, compact boundaries. Its 
boundaries as a city are totally ignored. Theres a chunck of Minnet in east Bremerton thats 
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part of LD 35 and the rest has been attached to LD 23. Part of Perry Avenue is in the 23rd and 
the other part is in the 35th. Part of Silvan Avenue is in the 23rd and part in the 35th. Just 
across Minnet bridge part of Bremerton is in LD 26 and the rest in LD 35. The largest number 
of votes in LD 23 are from Bainbridge Island, Kingston, Poulsbo. My part of Bremerton makes 
up a small number of voters. We have very little in common with the large numbers of voters 
in that district. Our retail, commercial, religious, medical, entertainment, educational, 
persuits are centered in east and west Bremerton and somtimes Silverdale. We never have 
occasion to go to Bainbridge, Kingston, Poulsbo unless we have an out of town visitor and we 
our doing the tourist thing. Which isnt often. What this division does is negate my interests in 
vote as a citizen of Bremerton. Additionally as a Hispanic I feel doubly negated. Bremerton 
has a non White non Hispanic population of 26 percent. Bainbridge Island makes up the 
largest population in LD 23 has a non White non Hispanic of 7 percent. The minority residents 
are not congregated in one area. We are all over the city. By dividing Bremerton into 3 parts 
the 26 percent of non White non Hispanic has been divided into 3 districts. I dont think this 
was purposely done to diminish the voting power of the 26 percent minority, but its the 
practical effect of it. Bring justice to Bremerton. No other city on the Kitsap Penninsula has 
been treated in this same manner. We have a reputation of being very heavily blue collar. I 
ask the commission to look very carefully into consolidating Bremerton into one district.  

6/30/11 Dave Peterson   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 5     I am most interested in the shared community interest and natural boundaries. Not the 
incumbents. Keep Kitsap Co. from being divided up. Since 1981 Bremerton has been divided 
up into all sorts of places. First, with CD.  I would like to keep Pierce and Kitsap Co. together in 
the 6th CD. It shares a community of interest as someone mentioned the military families. 
Speaking to two LD the 23rd and 26th. Two LDs require 274,000 people. Kitsap has 245,000, 
so we need to pick up 30,000 more people in order to make two districts. I would suggest 
keeping the Pierce portion from this side of the bridge. Its a natural boundary. If you needed 
more you could go into Mason and Belfair area. They have more interests with us then Grays 
Harbor, Thurston Co., or even Shelton. Whatever is existing now in the 23rd plus add the 
remainder of Minnet, east Bremerton then extend the 23rd through Silverdale until you get 
the numbers needed. What you have left is the existing 26th that hasnt been taken away. 
Keep the Pierce Co. on this side of the Narrows. Extend the 35th in Kitsap and you would 
become close and maybe have to go into Mason. This would reflect a community of interest. 
We have never from Kitsap Co. elected anyone to legislative office. The 35th has never had 
anyone represent them in 30 years. 

6/30/11 Adam C. Brockus, 
PE, Councilman 

City of Bremerton Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 6     I am representing my own thoughts. My thoughts are very similar to Dave Peterson and two 
speakers before that. We would like to be not as divided. I would recommend that the 35th 
line move to the west closer to the Kitsap, Mason Co. border. 35th is dominated by Mason 
Co. Those that represent, represent them well. In the last 10 years, the two bases of Puget 
Sound Naval Ship yard and Banger have united and are presently in two districts both 
Congressionally and Legislatively and I think with the combining of those two they should be 
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in the same district and represented by one person.  

6/30/11 Greg Wheeler City of Bremerton Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 7     I am speaking as a private citizen of Bremerton, life long. I believe our community including 
the city of Bremerton as enjoyed strong, effective, representation in WA DC. We have a 
representative who understands military, civil service and veteran presence within our 
boundaries and the surrounding region and knows how to provide for its constituents. As a 
result of that we enjoy a strong and stable military packed economy that takes care of its 
veterans and that we do not take for granted. With the military presence, we have developed 
a community of shared interests. The way our CD boundary is currently drawn enabled voices 
of shared interests to deliver a consistent message. That is the most important part of this, a 
consistent message from a community of shared interests. I believe the outcome has been 
successful and what we are looking for. I dont want our voice diluted in any redistricting we 
do. The voice of our military, fellow workers, shipyard workers,and especially our veterans. I 
ask you to consider that and any redistricting we do, magnify these voices.   

6/30/11 James 
Sommerhouser 

state committee 23rd 
dem. Planning 
commissioner for 
Kitsap. Candidate for 
Seantor 

Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 8     I would associate my remarks with Dave Peterson also. I have one item in my background that 
gives me perspective. For 6 years I was an international president of the union. That union 
represented federal workers from the shipyards and others here in Kitsap. Lobbying on behalf 
of them before the congress was unique. I think the community of interests of workers and 
retirees deserves a consistent representation that understands the unique features here. We 
are somewhat  protected by federal employment but we are also driven by federal 
employment. Moving teh 23rd down apears appropriate. Dividing Bremerton at the worst 
between the 23rd and 26th has merit. I'm not sure how we are ever going to get Bremerton 
in one district. 

6/30/11 Jo Burr   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 9     It’s a good idea to consolidate Bremerton as much as you can. I am the president of the Kitsap 
Co. democratic Women and I find that when we go canvassing, trying to find the border lines 
is tricky. That to me is an indication that things arent how they should be. I am a strong 
supporter in the idea of us continuing to have two CDs representing Kitsap Co. I do believe 
that the 1st should also be part of Kitsap Co.  I dont have a strong feeling about where the 
line should be. I do think it helps Kitsap to have both CDs represented here. I also feel that its 
important that you dont majorly redraw all CDs, and LDs. There is a history involved with the 
representatives of those districts. In the 6th CD the current incumbent has been instrumental 
in maintaining the health of the shipyard and military establishment. Thats a key to Kitsap Co, 
and the state. The state gains alot from whats happening here. That person right now is in a 
key position within congress and it would be a mistake for us not to keep that connection. My 
feeling on the other side of this.  I am a strong enviromentalist. People from the 1st CD tend 
to represent that view point as well. Kitsap Co. with all the water way, we need to continue to 
have that strength in the congress and legislature. I hate to lose a CD for Kitsap Co. but I look 
at the 35th and its so spread out. It would be nice for it to be more contained so it gets fair 
representation.  

6/30/11 John Milem   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 10     My recommendation be that Kitsap Co. be united within a single CD which would also include 
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Calallam, Jefferson, Peninsulas, and Tacoma. and enough addition population in Pierce Co. to 
make a full district. Mason would go into a district with Grays Harbor, Thurston and the SW 
part of Pierce Co. As far as LDs, my recommendation will please alot of people here today. 
Move the 23rd district south to include the full cities of Bainbridge Island, Poulsbo, and 
Bremerton in a single district. If you do that, it will contain a much more conveinient district 
for the people up in Port Townsend and Port Angeles. Kitsap county would continue to be in 
the 35th district also. But Kitsap would be providing a majority of the population. These 4 
counties Calallam, Jefferson, Mason and Kitsap are within a few hundred of having the 
population needed to form 3 districts. Its fairly easy to do. Slide 23rd down to pick up the rest 
of Bremerton and make slight ajustments to equalize the population. 

6/30/11 Matt Ryan   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 11     I want to point out why we should have plenty of districts in Kitsap Co. You get more votes for 
ferries. I would suggest that when you are deciding on districts you consider Bainbridge Island 
as being more associated with Seattle because they have a Seattle phone number and alot of 
them drive across the water. This would help people in Bremerton because it pushes 22,000 
down into the 23rd district. When it comes to CD, I would like to see all our military in the 
same district. 

6/30/11 Ed Wolfe   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 12     I am here to support Norm Dicks in basically keeping everything the way it is in Kitsap and 
Pierce Co. I was a co founder of Boys and Girls Club on Navel Avenue. We serve 100 kids a day 
now. It works in our community. As past president of Naval Association, we went back to DC 
and met members of congress. The business kept coming back here. Norm knows the district 
here. He has continued to bring back business. I am her on my own. I lived here for 12 years. I 
suggest keeping things the way they are. It works for this economy and the veterans. 

6/30/11 Walt Washington, 
Auditor 

County, Kitsap Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 13     Follow the lines, so when it comes to elections we don’t  have the difficulty deciding where 
they are. I think natural boundaries and also using streets. Its important that you stick to 
those natural boundaries instead of splitting things in half. It makes it very difficult for GIS and 
elections  to make those precints equal. If theres a street keep it on the street. if theres a lake 
or a river, try not to split a house from the farm land. Its difficult from the elections point of 
view. Q: If we split a precint, what is the process of letting the voters know, or if an area 
becomes part of another precinct.  A;: We publish a letter, put it in the paper, and usually a 
follow up phone call.  Its pretty simple process. Q: On the natural boundary issue, you 
mentioned splitting the lake. A: usually there is a natural boundary. With streams they 
change, they might dry up, or change direction. So you are moving someones LD that’s the 
part I'm worried about. The Minnet Bridge is a natural boundary that wont change. People 
talked about the 23rd and movign that line. If your going to consider that change, I'd like you 
to make sure there is a strong natural boundary where we can make the change and it doesnt 
effect how we do business in the elections process. Its a very difficult thing when things start 
to move from this Census to the next with redistricting 

6/30/11 Richard May   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 14     Up in my region we have LD boundaries that go right through the city. Its not good for the 
community. We got people one side of the street represented by 3 democrats and on the 
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other side represented by 3 republicans. That map I borrowed from Mr. Milem. This map will 
solve all of our problems that everyone has talked about for a long time. Which is not having 
district lines right through cities. There is three distict boundaries there. Lynden and Mount 
Vernon which is currently taking top of 39th. Bellingham, Ferndale, and Blain in one I5 
corridor district. The part of the 10th that needs to expand would take a majority of the 40th, 
so you got an Anacortes based district. Those three districts are perfectly balanced, 137,000 
each. There are campaignable, travelable, cohesive. They keep the communities together. 
Most incumbents wouldnt be outdistricted with just a few exceptions. I think it would undue 
a great wrong what was done before. Put some consideration into those 3 boundaries. 

6/30/11 Adam C. Brockus, 
PE, Councilman 

City of Bremerton Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 15     I promised that I would mention that are commissioner would liked to have been here. We 
didn’t talk about congressional district 10 and where it might go. This is my personal thing. I 
think it should go between boundary 1 and 2 maybe extend to north king county. Not where 
previous speakers said between 8 and 9. 

6/30/11 Dave Peterson   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 16     You have to site the 10th then everything else gets moved around here. Could you explain 
how you come to a decision which goes first or does everyone just submit something. Slade 
Gorton: It may have to go exactly opposite the way you said. We cant use Brittish Columbia or 
Oregon. Generally speaking you work from the edges inward. Under those circumstances the 
10th would be last or fairly last. If you look at that map, all 9 are too large, Somewhere in 
there you find space for the 10th. 

6/30/11 John Milem   Bremerton Bremerton   Testimony 17     The 5 metropolitan counties of Puget Sound, Snohomish, King, Pierce, Thurston and Kitsap 
have slightly less than 60 percent population of the state. A smaller share then in 1970. The 
other 34 counties have over 40 percent of the population. The 5 counties have 6 members of 
congress, the rest of the state only has 3. It is clear that the 10th needs to go outside of the 
Metropolitan Puget Sound. 150,000 people from Central Washington need to be put into a 
western WA district. There are really three choices, the 2, 3, and 8th districts. If you go east of 
the mountains to pick up population your putting the population into a Metropolitan 
dominated district because the 3rd district 2/3 of the population is in Clark Co. and thats 
Metropolitan portland. If you bring them across and put them in the 8th thats dominated by 
Metropolitan Puget Sound. If you go along the Canadian border, you end up with the largest, 
most different, most rural district in the state. That district would be the second in 
agricultural value. That would be a district not dominated by Metropolitan.  In my opinion 
there is only one place to put it and thats along the Canadian border. 

6/30/11 Whitney-Rose 
Levis 

    Bremerton   Webcast 1     I grew up in Sequim and Port Angeles in Clallam County. I now live in Parkland in Clallam 
County. I have been disappointed that it is the same U.S. House of Representative election in 
these areas. I think that the districts should have close geographic areas in order for the 
representative to represent more cohesively. 

7/1/11 Lembhard Howell   Seattle     Letter       Letter from Lembhard Howell 

7/5/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Letter       Click to view proposed map 

7/8/11 John Milem   Vancouver Moses   Letter       Click to view proposed map 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0037.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0052.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0047.pdf
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Lake 

7/8/11 Jamie Perry City of Kent Kent     Letter       Click to view document 

7/11/11 Anita Latch   Tacoma     E-Form       65 

7/11/11 Larry J. Killion   Pierce 
County 

    Email       Click to view email: Tacoma Forum 7-11-11 

7/11/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham Tacoma   Letter       39 

7/11/11   OneAmerica Seattle Tacoma   Letter       Click to view Unity Map handout 

7/11/11 Robert Hill   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 1     I have four proposals the first 3 are interelated and the fourth is independent. First to include 
all 70 precincts of Tacoma in the new, fresh, clean 10th. To minimize any stench or stinkness. 
The second choice is to have no Tacoma precincts in the 6th  CD. Its easier to draw me away 
from Norm Dicks then try to convince him to not run again, or to run for districts other than 
the 6th.  Its legally possible. Apparently there is going to be an eastward to westward 
construction. Theoretically you dont have to put the 10th where this new growth is. You 
could start in the upper corner or this corner. If you are able to follow my second choice then 
that would mean 37,000 would have to be lost in the 6th since Tacomas population is 150,000 
with 100,000 voters. You would have to take from other places in the state. This map shows 
that NE Tacoma is not in the 6th district. A third preference is to have no Tacoma district 3 
precints in the 6th district or have them all in the 10th. Most of the 3rd district goes from 6th 
and Orchard, down to 56th and Orchard, cuts over to I5, and follows I5 to Market Street, up 
to 6th and Market. fourth concept is to have five, two member districts. Position A and B. 
Two things mentioned on the overhead is to have minimization of geographic and 
municipalities not divided. Another way to encourage competition. Because of the 
apportionment act of 1911 stuck the size of congress at 435 with the population being now 
308 million and it was 98 million in 1911. If congress were to triple we would have 1305 
members of congress.to have the concept of top 2 general election and top 4 primary it 
means if you were to have 5 districts you are adhearing to those principles that were outlined 
on the overhead. You could at some point in the future go to a top 3 or 4. If congress in the 
next year or 10 years increase the size of congress, you would have these larger districts and 
take more winners at a time. You will have minorities represented with less than 50 percent 
of the vote and you would maximize representation. 

7/11/11 Steven Cook 29th LD PCO, District 
Leader 

Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 2     My big concern is we have gerrymandered things to get enough people into a group and we 
havent gotten a group that is consistent in their view points as far as what the CD have. I think 
consolidated some of the areas in Western WA to be more compact instead of little fingers 
going in and out of places would be more beneficial in the future for the CD. As far as LD. 
Being in the 29th, I am sitting in an area where we have to add people, but the people north 
and west of us have to add people as well. The most convenient way to do this is take a little 
off the top and to the west and move the 29th district to the east and the south. That way we 
have moved into an area where they have an overrage of people at this time. 

7/11/11 Liesl Santkuy Latino Action Group Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 3     I am here to urge the commission to draw a LD in Pierce Co. that includes a majority people of 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0013.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0065.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0066.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0039.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0040.pdf
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color and a CD that includes majority people of color. One in four WA residents and One in 
three Pierce Co. residents is a person of color. Our elected representative should reflect the 
diversity of our state and county. This will increase voter turnout and civic participation. 
Communities will feel their vote can make an impact. This will help residents and 
represenatives be held genuinely accountable to the needs and issues of their community. I 
urge you to improve civic engagement and under represented communities by creating a LD 
and a CD in King Co. that is a majority of population of color. We want to know or vote and 
voice counts. We want you to help engage our communities. We want you to look at the 
characteristics of our community and ehnicity and race are one of those characteristics that 
are very important. 

7/11/11 Nick VanPutten   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 4     I come from a military family. I think it is important in the CD redistricting process to keep 
military interests together. Tacoma and Pierce Co. have significant active duty and Veterans 
population as well as Kitsap and the Olympic Peninsulas. It should be the commissions priority 
to keep those together.  

7/11/11 Tom Hilyard Tacoma Black 
Collective  

Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 5     I agree with the points made by the representative made by the Latino Action Group. I am 
here on behalf of the Tacoma, Pierce Co Black Collective. We are a significant population in 
the state of WA. I urge you to take on the impact of our vote on redrawing new political lines 
in WA. I have two suggestions I want to leave with you. The redraft lines of the 27th and 29th 
LDs in Pierce Co. and the other is a redraft lines of 10th CD in South King Co. 

7/11/11 Randy Lewis   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 6     I am the Government Relations Cordinator for the City of Tacoma on behalf of the City Cousel 
tonight. Currently Tacoma is represented by 3 LDs 27,28,29. We understand a city the size of 
Tacoma is going to get split up, but we would like for you to do it in a way that the pieces of 
Tacoma  are significant enough to make represenation by the elected official worthwhile. We 
had a situation 20 years ago where a district that doesnt have alot in common with Tacoma, 
the 26th, was drug just a tiny way across the district it had outstanding representation by one 
of the commissioners here, but it took me alot of convincing sometimes to get him to agree 
that Tacoma needs this, because we were a small part of the district. Its hard for an official 
when they have just a handful of precincts and a non congress part of the community. Keep 
enough of Tacoma intact in a district that is a worthwhile meaningful LD.  

7/11/11 Marianne Lincoln School Board, Bethel Spanaway Tacoma   Testimony 7   2 I am south of Pierce Co. in Elk Plain. In the process of doing our county redistricting I was 
surprised when they drew a Counsel district of Graham, Frederickson, Elk Plain, and 
Spanaway all together and was surprised by the remarks that we got because it was district 
that was a district of mostly Bethel School District and kept it together. The community and 
particularly the business community was very excited about that. The 2nd LD is the largest 
and needs to be sliced off into pieces. As you do that look toward the Bethel School District in 
tact. Although Spanaway, Frederickson, Graham and South Hill have tried to incorporate, 
none have been sucessful. The only city we have is Roy within the Bethel School District. Our 
government is the school district, so keeping that in tact will be really nice. I know the 
feedback on the county one went that way.  
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7/11/11 Marco Garcia   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 8     Please create a CD in South King Co. It makes sense and not to do so would be undermining 

minority, and immigrant communities that reside in South King Co. Having worked with a 
group of young individuals canvassing the area and surveying the economic needs. It seems 
like they are really unrepresented. Creating this CD will allow for this community to have a 
voice. It would be undermining values and needs not to do so. Immigrant communities are 
sometimes put on the back burner. It would bring an immigrant voice to congress.  

7/11/11 Doug Richards   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 9   26 I did run for office in 2010. I have lived in the 26th district for over 30 years. Through that 
time I have watched it be split into several districts, 35th, 23rd, and 26th. I believe that the 
community interest portion of redistricting would say that we would want more of South 
Kitsap Co brought together. The community itself works, lives, the school district itself around 
Port Orchard, the west side of the Highway 16 which is currently in the 35th, has no 
congruency with the 35th, representers are currently in Mason Co. The businesses of the 35 
are in Mason Co, Belfair. While the citizens do most of their shopping and day to day life in 
the 26th. Another thing to consider is Port Orchard, it has grown alot and I am proud of that 
city. It extended to McCormick Woods, those citizens are currently being represented in the 
35th also. It makes sense to bring city of Port Orchard into the 26th. We need to bring about 
3400 people into our area. Mr. Huff has to go across the bridge to represent his district years 
ago. They found it amiable to bring the district up to the bridge. As we try to squeeze people 
into that district there will be the temptation to go back across the bridge. The Kitsap 
Peninsula is a unique and diverse community. Unique to itself touched by a bridge, touched 
by ferrys to get to the Puget Sound. Going across the bridge does not do any justice to the 
community and its representation.  

7/11/11 Ken Miller   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 10 6   Id like you to consider the importance of keeping the boundaries of the 6th on both sides of 
the Narrows Bridge. The  purpose is to protect the community of interest driven by the naval 
installations to the NW and Ft Lewis McCord to the south. Among them they create a military 
community made up of active duty men and women,  dependents, veterans, and civilian 
contractors represent a substantial part of the population. Its clearly a community of shared 
experience, needs and services. To maintain the cohesion on both sides of the bridge is 
important to the people who serve and those of us who are their neighbors. 

7/11/11 John Milem   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 11     The City of Tacoma is unified in this plan as a single district with some neighboring areas 
University Place, Midland,Gig Harbor and Key Peninsulas. Along with Kitsap Calallum, and 
Jefferson Counties. The SW part of the county would be in a district with Thurston, Mason, 
Grays Harbor. The puyallup area in a district would run up to Seattle. The largest city in that 
district would be Kent.  The eastern part of the county would be in a district with SW WA. Its 
unfortunate to split Pierce Co this many ways. The State Constitution says the number of 
couties that should be split, should be as small a number as possible. There are three counties 
in this state that have to be split. If they are split judiciously, no other counties need to be 
split. With repsect to the LDs, the counties of Kitsap, Mason, Jefferson, and Callalam have 
almost exactly the correct population for 3 LD. That does mean that Gig Harbor and some of 
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the Key peninsulas have to find another district home. My suggestion is  half the Peninsula 
and half the west side of Tacoma, so that the legislatures are equally committed to the two 
sides of the Narrows Bridge. There would be one district which would be entirely within the 
city of Tacoma. NE would be in a district with Puyallup, Fife, Milton, and Edgewood. For 
popultion reasons a little bit in the far south would have to be in a district with Lakewood and 
Dupont. I would also like to point out that Current LDs, there are quite a few Pierce Co. cities 
that are split. Auburn, Edgewood, Fife, Lakewood, Milton, Pacific, Puyallup, Sumner, Tacoma, 
University Place, and Wilkenson are all divided presently. The State Constitution says the 
number of divided municipalities should be as small as possible. In the plans that I proposed 
tonight the only city is Tacoma with a split municipality.  

7/11/11 Kess Smith   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 12     I am here as a business owner advocating that we keep like communities together. I own a 
yacht detailing business which opperates in Bremerton, Gig Harbor and Tacoma. These areas 
show an inthusiasm for activities and share similar economic interests. I strongly believe they 
are best represented together. 

7/11/11 Christian Lopez-
Moreno 

OneAmerica Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 13     I am here on behalf of One American and its members. I beg the committee to consider re 
routing the new 10th congression lines in a manner that better relects the growing presents 
and power of communities of color, immigrant and refugee communities in Washington state. 
A member based organization and the largest immigrant advocacy organization in the state 
One Americas mission is to advance the fundamental priciples of democracy and justice 
through building power in immigrant  communities in callaboration with key allies. Our 
members are active across Washington state including Mount Vernon, Tacoma, Walla Walla, 
Tri Cities, Yakima, White Center, Burien, Bellingham, Kent, and Vancouver. Our members are 
monitoring the redistricting process closely. Since redrawing the lines across the state will 
have a deep impact on the representation immigrant and refugee communities at different 
levels of goverment across WA state. The demographics of WA state continues to change. 
redistricting process must account for these shifts in population. 1 in 4 people in Washington 
are people of color about 1 in 8 are immigrants. In fact without the growth in WA states 
immigrant population and communities of color the state most likely would not have recieved 
the 10th congressional seat. With this statement I just want to clarify how important it is for 
us, for me as an immigrant to have representation that is the same color of my skin and speak 
Spanish. 

7/11/11 Ron Canzler   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 14 6   I live in east Tacoma. We are in the 6th CD. People in Tacoma have campaigned and worked 
to elect or legislature and we would like to keep him in Tacoma. We have worked for years to 
get the representation that we want. 

7/11/11 Art Wang APACE Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 15   27 I would like to be in support of the same concept that have been discussed previously by the 
Latino Action Group, Black Collective, and One America in terms of representing a majority of 
persons of color. Its been 122 years since the first slide was put up talking about 1889. that is 
61 election cycles. I didnt go through and count up the congressional elections and how many 
elections there have been since 1889. Lets assume 61 cycles and lets say an average of 5 
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congressional seats per year here. Thats 300 election cycles. In that time, there has been one 
person of color elected in congress. None in Pierce or King Co. That is a serious problem, 
especially when you have 35 percent person of color in King Co., 30 percent in Pierce Co, 27 
percent statewide. I think there is a proposal for a credible majority persons of color district. 
Frankly when I heard about it, I was concerned about it because what usually happens with 
these is you end up concentrating one particular party. That is not good for that one party. In 
this case I think that is done in such a way with a credible alternative. and does take into 
account where people live and  how districts can be compatible and competitive. I think the 
situation is different from the LD point of view. My priority here would be for the Yakima 
area. I think it is shameful we have not had districts which enable the sizeable Latino 
population adequate representation. 

7/11/11 Roxy Giddings   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 16   29 I live in greater, unincorporated Parkland. Parkland is South of Tacoma city limits, North of 
Spanaway, Midland is to the east, Joint Base Lewis McChord is to the west and Lakewood is 
west of that. We have to get a few more people in the parkland area if we are going to stay in 
the same district. We are in the 29th and Spanaway is in the 2nd. I am asking you, please do 
not split Parkland. I have been in many districts. We havent moved in 40 years. We have been 
in districts that go to Ocean Shores and districts that go to the ocean at Lapush. We have lots 
in common with lots of people. We went north once to Seatac. My request is that we have 
nothing in common with Lakewood. We would like to go east or south if we are going to add 
onto Parkland. Tacoma School District is at the city boundary. We are in Franklin Pierce School 
District. We dont want to be in Tacoma if we can help it. I was a precinct committee officer 
and very strange things happened 10 years ago when it came to precincts. Im hoping we will 
have good solid precincts. Keep Parkland in one piece. 

7/11/11 Matt Hamilton   Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 17     My remarks would be with South Pierce Co. the 2nd LD. When I read that the 2nd LD would 
have to lose 27,000 people. I thought wow, that’s a lot of people. But I like puzzles. I chair a 
land use committee out there, so I know the stats. I know school districts so I thought I would 
break it along the school district lines. When you live in unincorporated areas, school districts 
are huge. I really did my best to keep school districts together. I put my thoughts on paper. I 
will give it to Mrs. Bunning. Right now the Carbonato???56 15?? school district is split right 
down the middle. It shouldnt be like that. The only way to get to Carbonato is to go up the 
31st back into the 2nd. Thats silly.  Put all of Carbonato into the 31st where it belongs. If you 
are going to put Carbonato into the 31st then you have got to put White River into the 
31st.When the kids graduate from Carbonato in 8 and 9th grade they go to White River. On 
the other side there is North Thurston School District. Its called lacey area. Full of young 
military families. I often thought the young military families should be with the old military 
families. Its right along the I5 corridor. I believe they should all be together, Dupont and 
Lakewood. Its very difficult to get there, you have to go through Yelm or I5. I believe that 
Spanaway should be kept as a whole, but in doing so I've taken a piece of Bethel schools and 
put it into the 29th. The 29th has to grow considerably. I gave the Spanaway lake area, it has 
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8 or 9 precincts. I added it to the 29th. The crossbase highway will be a natural divider. My 
real concern is. I had the unique position to live in the 2nd LD and the 8th CD, both those 
districts are the most under represented districts in WA. When you live in a unincorporated 
area and an unrepresented area, its upsetting. Our access to federal and state funding is non 
existent. We learned that during the stimulus. None of it went to rural areas. This great, 
wonderful college would never be built in an unincorporated area. It will always be built in a 
Municipality. Pierce Co. has 350,000 people. and they live in unincorporated area. They only 
get a small representation through city counsel. I believe its 1 in 20 Washingtonians live in 
unincorporated Pierce Co. That needs to be brought up and talked about. The 2nd, 5th, and 
44th all have one thing is common.  They are both rural and fast growing. Our schools are 
buldging at the seams. 700-800 in our elementary schools, where Tacoma might have 320 and 
Seattle might have 280. We cant build our schools fast enough. The urban districts are 
shrinking in size. The Puget Sound Basin is shrinking and the people are getting pushed to the 
outsides. Thats not fair, they are getting more representation and the rural districts are being 
under represented. The 2nd district has 21, 000 unbuilt lots. If we did get a housing recovery 
in the next 10 years, we are going to be way beyond that number again. If we have the 
chance to make the 2nd district smaller than normal,that would be a good thing.  I  know you 
have to go by population, but keep in mind the vast growing will occur is the 31st LD and 2nd 
CD. I would like a college in an unincorporated area. 

7/11/11 Jo Matsumoto APACE Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 18     Unfortunately racism is not dead. There are many statistics that show dispairities between 
people of color and white people in terms of life expectancy, infantmortality rates. We need 
representation in elected officials that understand complexity of how those problems came 
to be and how difficult they are to address in this complicated society. I ask you to support a 
10th CD that is majority people of color. Hopefully we will have a new congress person that 
has lived our reality and is able to represent us and address the issues that need adressing. 

7/11/11 Cherry Cayabyab United for Fair 
Representation 

Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 19     We have come together through this 2011 redistricting process to advocate for the creation 
of congressional, legislative, and county counsel districts that include a majority people of 
color so that are community is fairy represented in the halls of government. Tom Hilyard who 
previously testified passed out our unity maps. One side is our proposed LD in Tacoma which 
is purple which includes a majority people of color at 53 percent. On the other side is and 
updated unity map of our proposed CD in South King Co. shaded brown. This updated unity 
map includes parts of Auburn and the Muckleshoot Native Reservation which was a request 
that native vote made at the Auburn hearing they also include, parts of New Castle and East 
Renton Highlands. As you have heard many times from diverse groups and our allies, we urge 
you to draw the lines based on our unity maps so that our communities will feel that our 
votes make a difference. Empower to civicly engage the demographic process. We request 
that our community voting power is not diluted so we have the opportunity to be fairly 
represented and to have elected leadership that is accountable to our communities. It should 
also be noted that we submitted a letter to the members of the commission requesting an 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 107 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
additional forum in South Seattle. Despite south Seattles diversity, 98118 being the most 
diverse zip code in the country. There was no public forum is south Seattle for the 
communities of color to have a voice in the redistricting process. We understand a decision 
will be made about our request tomorrow at your meeting in Spokane and look forward to 
hearing back from you quickly. 

7/11/11 Ron Suslick 29th LD PCO Tacoma Tacoma   Testimony 20     If the 6th CD is over populated which has been stated tonight I believe it would be 
appropriate to extend current boundaries of the 6th into Kitsap County. I would like to see 
that labeled the 10th CD. You would have approximately the same population. You would 
have Joint Base Lewis McCord plus Puget Sound Naval Shipyard as far as military in the 10th 
CD. After hearing some of the speakers tonight, I believe deeply that if you are a legal citizen 
of USA you should do your job as a citizen and vote regardless of what district you live in. 

7/11/11 Cathy Cochrane     Tacoma   Webcast 1     Hi Gen, Thanks for giving me the logon info. Looks like our Twitter link is broken? It didn't 
work when I tried it a minute ago... 

7/11/11 Carol Cain     Tacoma   Webcast 2     Are there maps posted on the website that have preliminary new lines on them, so we can 
comment? 

7/11/11 Carol Cain     Tacoma   Webcast 3     Thanks for clarifying! 
7/11/11 Carol Cain     Tacoma   Webcast 4     My comments reference the 8th, 9th and 6th congressional districts.  The north ends of the 

8th and 9th are quite different economically, socially and geographically from the southern 
ends.  I would strongly suggest pushing both the 8th and the 9th south, creating a  10th 
district that takes the northern part of those districts and pushing out east. The 6th is 
geographically huge and the Tacoma eastern section has nothing in common with the 
Olympia Peninsual.  Pushing the 6th to the west would fix this.  Pierce County would be then 
split far less having all but Gig Harbor, Key Peninsula in only 2 congressional districts.  Thanks 
for the online opportunity to comment! 

7/11/11 Michele Brennan     Tacoma   Webcast 5     I am  concerned on how the current 8th dist will be cut tp 
7/11/11 Stacy Emerson     Tacoma   Webcast 6     I agree with Roxy Giddings 100%. Parkland should NOT be split. In addition to the LD split, 

Parkland is about to be split as per the County redistricting. Please make Parkland fall in ONE 
LD. Thank you - :-) 

7/11/11 Carol Cain     Tacoma   Webcast 7     Regarding the 26th District:  it really has not much in common with NW Tacoma.  The Gig 
Harbor/Key Pensinsula area are very much unique and should be kept in one district.  The 
Tacoma area around Brown's Point has more in common with the 30th District than any of 
the other Tacoma districts. 

7/11/11 Stacy Emerson     Tacoma   Webcast 8     My community, Midland, in unincorporated Pierce County, was founded my Ezra and Oliver 
Meeker in 1855. It has been split between the 25th and 29th LDâ€™s (at McKinley Ave.) for 
years. This Midland community would like to be in ONE LD, if possible the 25th. 

7/11/11 Stacy Emerson     Tacoma   Webcast 9     Note to moderator - your facebook page is at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-
State-Redistricting-Commission/208806205820061 

7/12/11 Ruth and Dale 
Ryan 

  Spokane Spokane   Letter       44 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0044.pdf
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7/12/11 Vicky M. Dalton, 

CPA , 
Auditor/President 

County, Spokane/ 
WSACA 

unknown Spokane   Letter       42 

7/12/11 Vicky M. Dalton, 
CPA , 
Auditor/President 

County, Spokane/ 
WSACA 

unknown Spokane   Letter       43 

7/12/11 SueLani Madsen   Spokane   Spokane Testimony 1     I just noticed one thing on your agenda.  You went through the different outreach and I 
noticed that there was no outreach in Russian and that educators in Spokane County tell me 
that’s the largest English as a second language population in Spokane County.  So I just 
noticed that they were absent from the list 

7/12/11 Susan Wilmoth   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 1     I reside at 6109 S Deerborn Rd. Which is in Spokane South Hill rural area just on the other side 
of city limits. I'm in the 9th district the people on the other side of my street are in the 6th 
district. Which is interesting because I look in front of my house across the street and I see a 
big residential area and behind us is a mountain with no population. As you look at 
redistricting, take a close look at our hills, mountains, and roads. Keep the neighborhoods 
together. 

7/12/11 SueLani Madsen   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 2     I live in Edwall, WA in Lincoln County. I wanted to speak about keeping another kind of 
neighborhood together. Lincoln County is one of 3 counties in the state whose population 
peeked in 1910 and it was downhill after that. We have been flat since 1980 and started to 
pick up just a little as people were retiring to summer homes on Lake Roosevelt. Essentially 
we have a problem of depopulation. We have an infrastructure that is both overbuilt and 
deteriorating so we have the challenge of communities that are losing population. It is very 
difficult for the communities of the dry land Palouse wheat country which share this 
characteristic, if we are split, I know my friends in Adams county, I talked to one this morning. 
It is a problem for Adams County to be in 2 different CD. In 2001 the maps came out and 
Lincoln County was shown as being in the 7th LD or the 9th LD or split. We do not want to be 
split. It’s just too hard for the small low density counties to deal with that. We would be fine 
with either the 7th or the 9ths. We are equally conservative with both districts. It’s not a 
matter of politics. We share lake Roosevelt water issues with the 7th LD. We share large scale 
Commercial dry land agriculture and some of these shrinking community challenges with the 
9th LD district. So we could be in either. Again we don’t want to be used to balance by just 
divvying us up on little lines. It’s not going to work very well. One of the things that I would 
like to emphasize with redistricting is just what the speaker before me did, is to take a look at 
the transportation corridors that link pieces of the state. I am on the empire health 
foundation board and when that entity was formed, there was a study made of what the 
service area was for the health care out of Spokane. And it really defined it as being in that 
ring of Whitman, Adams, Lincoln, Ferry Stevens, and Pend Oreille. There is a connection 
there; there are other connections that make sense. There is Highway 12 that goes from 
Walla Walla to Asotin. There are the corridors in the Tri Cities area. Those transportation 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0042.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0043.pdf
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connections are important because districts that have to take in all of this large scale empty 
area, those can be really hard for a legislator to effectively serve when they can’t drive from 
one end to the other in less than 4 hours. Taking a look at where those transportation links 
actually are besides the mountains and the rivers which are certainly a part of it. But what are 
those are those natural links for shopping, social and economic ties and please use those as 
you make your connections. If you do decide you want to create a majority minority district 
the dry land Palouse certainly qualifies as a minority, we’re less that 1.5% of the state 
population.  

7/12/11 Michele 
Beckmann 

  Spokane Spokane   Testimony 3     I live in rural Whitman Co. I am concerned as the 9th district boarders Oregon, Idaho, and 
then goes west towards Pasco. The amout that our representatives need to travel both during 
campaigns and keeping contact. A lot of Whitman Co. does not have public transportation.  
There is a bus that goes form Pullman to Moscoe, ID but it doesnt service Tiko, Oaksdale, 
Fairfield, some of those small rural communities. Some of the people may not have vehicles 
as well. Keep those in mind that not all of us are in dense populated areas.  

7/12/11 Curt Fackler   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 4     I live in N. Spokane. I am a small business owner. There is no law that passed about the "C" 
shaped 6th district. It should stay that way. A lot of business people live in suburban Spokane. 
That’s both north and south. The city of Spokane is expanding its boundaries out into the 
West Plains, where the airport is. same with Airway Heights. As the current boundary is 
drawn it would split Airway Heights. We would like to make sure it all stays in one district. The 
"C" shape is important, common interests, growth, same issues, small business owners and 
we wanted to be represented by individuals that think the same way. 

7/12/11 Vicky M. Dalton, 
CPA , 
Auditor/President 

County, Spokane/ 
WSACA 

Spokane Spokane   Testimony 5     Thank you for setting a timeline that makes it possible for citizens to comment and also gives 
time for interested parties to review drafts. Auditors reviewing for any issues. We use 
Municiple boundaries as  primary in deciding precinct boundaries, School Districts second, 
third priority is Fire Districts. We have provided you with 2 maps. The first one is Orphan 
precincts that resulted when the Municiple boundaries werent used to set LD boundaries. 
Spokane ended up having 2 little areas orphaned into the 4th LD. Rather than just the 3rd and 
the 6th that most people know for Spokane, parts ended up in the 4th. In one precinct we 
ended up with one registered voter. Maintaining that persons secrecey of that individuals 
vote became a very important and time consuming duty of my office. One of the definitions 
to use for precinct boundaries is called physical features. In one case we have an area that 
bumps against the 6th and 9th LD and it uses a Powerline that runs 4 miles that burned in a 
major fire. There might be some poles left, but its very hard to find that line. There was a 
subdivision that was built on it as well. Huge parts of that area have been leveled and there is 
no recognizable physical feature. Those two lines make up the southern line of the 4th LD.  

7/12/11 Vicky M. Dalton, 
CPA , 
Auditor/President 

County, Spokane/ 
WSACA 

Spokane Spokane   Testimony 6     Dean Foster: The previous speaker mentioned that Spokane is expanding toward the airport. I 
don’t know if that is an annexation or not. Do you know the timeline on that? 

7/12/11 Vicky M. Dalton, County, Spokane/ Spokane Spokane   Testimony 7     The annexation becomes effective January 1,2012. We can provide that information to the 
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CPA , 
Auditor/President 

WSACA technical staff. 

7/12/11 John Charleston, 
District Leader 

4C, PCO 4004 Spokane Spokane   Testimony 8     The 4th district needs to loose about 4000 in population. We have an interesting mix on the 
east side of the 3rd district. That is where the north-south hwy is going through. Precincts 
that are in the 4th are more urban. Those precincts are 4100, 4101, 4014,4400, and 4405. My 
suggestion is those move to the 3rd. that would provide 5700 population. Those areas are 
more urban verses rural. We have a real differece in the way Spokane City and Spokane Valley 
operate. The issues are different. The area will become more commercial that will help the 
city of Spokane. Certainly different then Spokane Valley. The old phelps field right on the 
tower is says "airport". We could see that being part of Spokane.  

7/12/11 Jay Franz   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 9   6 When I first moved into my house 35 years ago it was part of the 3rd district. Its in the city 
limits just barely. I want to emphasize on common interests.keep urban voters who have 
different issues from rural voters. The 7th and 9th districts are within a stones throw of my 
home. I dont want to end up in a rural district when I live in Spokane, 2 miles from 
downtown. I dont think I need to worry about this because the 3rd district needs to increase 
by a significant amount. An easy general plan would be move the excess from the 4th and the 
6th into the 3rd. Because of the annexation out to the west including the airport. Include 
Airway Height to get additional people into the urban districts. Take it out of the 7th. Those 
are the numbers for the three urban districts in Spokane. 7th and 9th need to expand into 
other rural areas probably to the west. We all know Spokane is a Republican county just like 
the rest of Eastern WA. All you need to do is look at who is in office and who the county votes 
for in state wide elections in general. There is a sizeable minority of democrats in this county 
by far the largest concentration of democrats in eastern WA. In the interests of that group 
having some representation to draw three districts in urban Spokane and they would all be 
Republican dominated. I maintain the way it is the 4th district is strongly Republican, 
democrats dont even run anymore. The 3rd is strongly democratic, and the 6th leans 
republican but is more of a toss up district. Keep in mind a sizeable minority of democrats in 
this county.  

7/12/11 John Christina, 
State 
Committeeman 

Spokane County 
Republican Party 

Spokane Spokane   Testimony 10   6 I would like to talk about natural boundaries. Hwy 2 is almost a perfect natural boundary, 
right between the 4th and the 6th. I would like that to remain the same. The 3rd LD needs to 
pick up about 16,000 or more people and the 6th is going to lose about 4000. If you take a 
look at the 3rd the northern boundary is Francis Avenue. The southern boundary is roughly 
17th avenue and Rockwood Blvd. I would propose that we take a look at making that 
southern boundary 29th avenue. Its already being used for the School District boundaries. 
Also if you take a look at the difference in style of the houses it makes a pretty nice boundary. 

7/12/11 Josh Kerns   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 11   6 I would like to echo the last speaker about Francis Avenue and 29th being the boundary for 
the 3rd. Those are major roads and are already being used for School Districts. I would like a 
carve out, if the boundary is moved to the 29th. Between Division and Brown I would like to 
see representative Kevin Parker kept in the district. He lives north of that boundary, he does a 
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great job. There are some precincts in the 4th district that are more urban and will get more 
urban as the corridor is completed. it would give the 3rd a more defined boundary and not 
have the odd shapes we currently have in Spokane. 

7/12/11 Jeff Olsen   Medical Lake Spokane   Testimony 12     I live in Medical lake in the 9th district. On the front page of what I handed out, I have done 
redistricting in Eastern WA. I am opposed to long diagonal districts. I want move Sultan and 
Garfield Co. out of the 9th. They are on the Oregon border and it makes a long drive. I would 
like to see Sultan, Garfield, Columbia and Walla Walla, moved out of the 5th and into the 4th 
CD. The 5th will be northern eastern and the 4th will be southern eastern. I would to see 
Benton Co. moved out of the 16th and into the 13th. Oakanogan Co be put into the 7th not 
split. I also included my proposal for dividing the 3rd and the 6th. The "C' shape has been 
critisized for a long time. I propose using county Commissioner lines. Move the 6th out of the 
2nd County commissioner district and have the 3rd moved out of the 1st county 
commissioner district. It would help the county auditors. The 3rd county commission district 
is going to lose 7000 and the 2nd and 3rd are going to gain 3500 each. The 1st county 
commission district only has one senator, no reps. The 2nd has one senator and one rep. The 
3rd has one senator and four reps. No equality there. 

7/12/11 Morgan Oyler   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 13     I live in precint 3127. I did run for office in the 3rd district. I have a good idea what it looks like 
and what the feel is. Francis Avenue is the northern border for most of the district, but when 
you get to the NW part of town it drops down to NW blvd and cuts across making an "L" 
shape. Where I live there is an elementary school in the 3rd district on the border and a half 
mile up still on the border is Shaddle Park High School which is in the 6th district. I would like 
to see that part of Spokane become part of the 3rd. Its all part of the same neighborhood. We 
share city counsel district, school district, grocery stores, drive the same way, and have alot of 
the same concerns. I would ask you to extend it straight across to Francis Avenue. 

7/12/11 Ruth Ryan   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 14     I live South of Spokane on Paradise Prarie. My comments are in regards to 6th and 9th. I live 
in the 9th. Paradise Prairie steches from Spokane city limits to Spangle. This is a proposal 
incase we have to give up some of the 9th into the 6th. Precints 9000, 9019, 9001,9003, 9006, 
and the north half of 9005 would be the right population to help with balancing if the 6th has 
to move to the south.. The southern part of 9005 is large farming fields. It does not fit into the 
north, however it will disconnect Paradise prarie. Changing the schoo district lines and thats 
why the second map has current school district lines. Make sure the map overlays match. 
Make sure all the population in the precincts really belong. 

7/12/11 Matthew 
Peterson 

  Spokane Spokane   Testimony 15   7 The city of Airway Heights will be taking on Jan 1, 2012 property in the 6th LD. The city of 
Spokane will be annexing to the West. The city of Airway Heights and Spokane will share a 
common border. That is where the similarities end. The city of Airway Heights was split in the 
last redistricting down HWY 2 between the 6th and 9th LD. The city of Airway Heights is 
within the Cheney School District and has more in common with the communities to the 
west. As the former mayor I can provide detail if you have questions. The demographics, 
boundaries. With that annexations we will be taking on 1500 new residents. The city of 
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spokane will take the airport district and undeveloped areas to the east of Airway Heights. 
Dean Foster: So the annexation is a done deal? MATTHEW: Correct. January 1. We gave a 2 
year window as we worked through some agreements with the county. No changes in the 
school district but significant changes in the fire district that needed to be accounted for. Also 
to give the two cities time before the annexation. 

7/12/11 John Milem   Spokane Spokane   Testimony 16     Im offering tonight a proposal for the 5th CD. This is the only district that is constructed 
entirely within a district and doesn’t take population form any other district. The first map 
you have is Eastern WA. Redistricting is about reconfiguring the districts to reflect changes in 
the population. The focus of politics is to minimize the effects of those changes. The result of 
that is districts that are 54:35?attinuated??. You end up with strange mixes of urban and rural 
populations. In pasco we heard from people that felt tact on to another district that they 
didnt feel apart of. Our legislature dont relate to us so we call Benton Co. legislature. The 
solution is to create an urban district in the tri cities. When you do that there will be 
substantial changes. It would combine Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield, Sultan, and Whitman 
Co. and a quarter of Spokane Co. that is presently in the 9th district. If we are going to honor 
the distinction between urban and rural we have got to realize that rural districts will be 
bigger. In the plan I offered, the city of Spokane is only in the 3rd and 6th district. Most of the 
older cities are in a process of decline. That means that a time will come that Spokane will not 
have much more then a single LD. This moves the 3rd south to the city limits. The 6th retains 
its "C" shapes, but it no longer has both parts of North and  South Spokane. No part of 
Spokane will be in the 4th. The 4th district will be limited to city of Spokane, Millwood, Liberty 
Lake and the Valley School Districts except for the part that is is Spokane.  It would run south 
to Elder Rd. 

7/13/11 John Milem   Vancouver Walla 
Walla 

  Letter       Click to view document "Fairness between the Parties" 

7/13/11 John Milem   Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Letter       Click to view document "Zero deviation" 

7/13/11 John Milem   Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Letter       Click to view proposed map 

7/13/11 Karin Martin, 
Auditor 

County, Walla Walla Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Testimony 1     Our main request is that you stick with our precint boundaries, and School district 
boundaries. It looks like we will be split. Leave us as a whole 1 LD. Leave school districts alone.  

7/13/11 Aviel Ruiz OneAmerica Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Testimony 2     The counties that are on the map that are dark red are increased in the Latino population. 
How do you ensure the the process for minorities. Trying to create a district for minorites to 
have a fair shot and someone representing them. In Walla Walla and at the State level.  
POWELL: We have heard what One America have said. Several people representing minorties. 
We appreciate the input and work you have put into proposing district boundaries. We are in 
the listening stage. We try to accommodate people the best we can. AVIEL: In Walla Walla our 
Latino population has increased. We want the Committee to ensure that minorites are 
equally represented. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0048.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0055.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0056.pdf
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7/13/11 Vince Stroops   Walla Walla Walla 

Walla 
  Testimony 3     I live in rural Sultan Co. Having lived in Sultan Co. since 1972, I experienced a splitting of LD in 

the 90's. Half was in 16 and the other in 9. It made it difficult for folks to organize campaigns 
and activities. Our folks ask that you maintain our county in one LD. 

7/13/11 Paul Didelius   Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Testimony 4     The 4th and 5th CD need to shrink. Some of the state LDs need to grow.  One of two things 
needs to happen to the new 10th CD. The new one needs to be located east of the cascades 
or one of the western districts is going to have to reach to a degree east of the cascades. 
What is the driver of the new CD. The darkest red is King, Pierce Co. Is that likely where the 
new district will be located in Puget Sound? Tim Ceis: The commission has the authority to 
place that district anywhere it wants. So we can take the existing map and move boundaries 
around and put it in between or completely rewrite it. If you look at where population has 
grown that would give you an idea at where a district might go. Tonight we cant tell you with 
any certainty where we will land. Slade Gorton: Eastern Wa has 2 CD's after this is over it will 
have 2 and a quarter. 150,000 more people in Eastern Wa.  It will push one of the districts to 
the west. There will be one congressman that will represent both sides of the state when we 
are done.  

7/13/11 Paul Didelius   Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Testimony 5     The cascades become very fuzzy in the gorge. From a cultural stand point, I think that would 
be the easiest place for it to shift. Reorganizing the 4th and 5th to North South divide instead 
of the current East , West divide. I don’t mean to disrespect. I think this process should be 
colorblind. I would challenge anyone who is requesting a culuturally based district that its 
hurtful to all the Washingtonians and if a district would be better served on the basis of 
electing culturally sympathetic legislators. I think demographics can achieve that. This is the 
USA, we have a lot of great people and ideas. I believe in the idea that good ideas are 
colorblind. I can be well served by an asian or mexican ancestry and plenty of white folks have 
done a good job in representing minorites.  

7/13/11 John Milem   Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Testimony 6     It is my understanding that the first commission meeting that was held January 18, 2011 the 
population standard for redistricting would be zero deviation. I got wind of this before the 
January 28th meeting and spoke to the commission in opposition to zero deviation. Months 
later I was told that I was wasting my time becaues the plans were not zero deviation. I would 
like to point out that the commission gave no public notice regarding the decision. I can only 
conclude that this decision was made in the 26 minute executive session that was held. Surely 
this rises 32:48????compliance with commission on where the meetings 32:52???? Now the 
commission is inviting the public to submit plans. I am not aware that any notice has been 
given that all plans that dont provide zero deviation are wastes of times. The way this is being 
handled is not consistent with this being an open process which the public can have 
meaningful participation. I have spoken many times about the facination of zero deviation. 
The census is not accurate enough to the degree of exactness in district populations. Some 
people are counted who are inferred to exist. have substituted the results as of April 1, 2010 
for several municipalities for federal census. I recongnize that under the constitution the 
commission can not do this. The point is the census is not the highest quality data. The rubber 
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doesnt meet the road until January 2013. It is in that month that the census reflections  will 
first impact the government of the state. By that time we will be more than a quarter of the 
way to the next census. Suppose we had two plans  zero deviation plan and a sensible plan. I 
dont believe it would be possible to determine which is the zero deviation plan. The only way 
would be to look at the contorted boundaries, One cant tell because the population changes 
between the census. What can justify the division of counties, municipalities, and 
neighborhoods which are necessary to satisfy zero deviation. This is a relevent topic in Walla 
Walla. Walla Walla Co. is at risk of being split between CDs to satisfy zero deviation. It is not 
necessary to split any county except to satisfy zero deviation.It is my understanding that your 
choice to split counties is based upon a belief that  the US supreme courts adopted as nearly 
equal as practicable. I believe when the state adopted that it was signaling an intent to 
comply with the standards set by the  supreme court. It has been suggested to me that the 
words in our constitution mean something different then the supreme court means. What 
satisfies suptreme court regarding population equality? The court allows a congressional 
range of 1 percent and a legislative range of 10 percent. in some cases the state has been 
impressed and allowed the redistricting commission greater range then their rules of thumb I 
mentioned. On the other hand it is the case that the court does require zero deviation for 
plans that do not satisfy a legitimate state purpose. The overall range would not be a safe 
harbor for a plan where all minority districts were at the over populated end of the allowable 
range and all majority parties were at the underpopulated allowable range. For such a plan, 
zero deviation would be required. Does the commission intend to draw districts for purposes  
which do not satisfy the supreme courts legitimate states purpose test? The commission 
apparent commitment to zero deviation suggest that is what the commission intends to do. I 
encourage the commission to rethink its decision. Place zero deviation on the agenda for a 
meeting. Get public input on it. Make a commitment to use only legitimate state purposes in 
drawing LDs and CDs until you do, I will continue to challenge your facination with the shiny 
but worthless bottle of zero deviation. 

7/13/11 Aviel Ruiz   Walla Walla Walla 
Walla 

  Testimony 7     I just want to clarify the previous statement that I said about being aware of racial lines. It is 
not my point or the organizations I represent to say that we are looking to have a 
representative of a particular race. The lines should ensure that those under represented 
(minorities of any kind) are able to choose who represents them. They could be White, 
Hispanic, Asian. Recently in Sunnyside the Supreme Court had to over rule redistictricting 
policies because they did not ensure the latino population to elect someone of their particular 
needs, not their race, but who they wanted to see represent them. We are not looking for a 
particular race, but we should have a new process that allows minorities to choose 
represenatives that manifest their beliefs. We live in the USA and we have diversity. I  belive 
there is cultural difference and different priorities. Immigration. A representative may or may 
not believe regardless of race.  A represenatvie that stands for our beliefs all across the state.  

7/13/11 Paul Didelius   Walla Walla Walla   Testimony 8     I failed to get feedback from you all in the nature of my comment on colorblindness on the 
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Walla evaluation of districts. Tim Ceis: I would also like to comment on Mr Ruiz public comment.  

Your comments are all weighed equally as we go through our deliberations on how to draw 
boundaries. As far as color blindness and objectivity, that’s true. However there is a federal 
law called the Voting Rights Act that lays out criteria under which this commission must 
consider race and ethnic issues in drawing boundaries . If that law does apply then we will 
have to consider it.  

7/13/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton Walla 
Walla 

  Webcast 1     People tell me that when it comes to 37th district the redistricting commission does every 
other district then what is left over becomes the 37th.  This is unacceptable. This commission 
should follow the law and keep cities and communties of interest intact.  No one in the 
northern part of the 37th cares what happens in downtown Renton, and no one in Renton 
carea about the Madison Valley area. Having  3 cities, 3 school systems, 2 library sytems, in 
one LD creates to many communities that have to complete for time and attention. 

7/13/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton Walla 
Walla 

  Webcast 2     There is little doubt that this commission would not cut Mercer Island in half or or graft it on 
on  Seattle District, since it would not do so to that area it SHOULD NOT DO IT TO RENTON 

7/13/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton Walla 
Walla 

  Webcast 3     Please note racial gerrymandering has been found violate the US consitution and if it is done 
in this state A LAW SUIT WILL BE MOST LIKELY BE FILED WHICH WILL TAKE years to be 
resolved. 

7/14/11 Curt Morris, Chair Port of Quincy Quincy Moses 
Lake 

  Letter       46 

7/14/11 Thomas Fancher   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Letter       49 

7/14/11 Thomas Fancher   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Letter       50 

7/14/11 Burton Dickerson, 
Superintendent 

Quincy School District Quincy Moses 
Lake 

  Letter     13 Click to view letter from Quincy School District 

7/14/11 Ed Field, 
Executive 
Director 

Washington Cattle 
Feeders Association 

Quincy Moses 
Lake 

  Letter     13 Click to view letter from Washington Cattle Feeders Association 

7/14/11 Jim Hemberry, 
Mayor 

City of Quincy Quincy Moses 
Lake 

  Letter     13 Click to view letter from City of Quincy 

7/14/11 Lisa Karstetter, 
Community 
Relations 

Yahoo! Quincy Quincy Moses 
Lake 

  Letter     13 Click to view letter from Yahoo! Quincy 

7/14/11 Residents of 
Quincy 

Residents of Quincy Quincy Moses 
Lake 

  Letter     13 Click to view letters from 11 Quincy Residents 

7/14/11 Obie DJ O'Brien, 
Commissioner 

County, Kittitas  Ellensburg Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 1     Kittitas County Commissioner, 3rd District. I appreciate you being here in that I am painfully 
aware of how much effort it is taking you to do this 16 times before tonight. When I was the 
Mayor of Ellensburg, we were doing a lot of public hearings, so much so that we won an 
award for public participation and that’s how much we went overboard and you guys are at 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0046.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0049.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0050.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0084.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0085.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0083.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0086.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0087.pdf
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least at that level so I want to thank you for doing this. 

7/14/11 Obie DJ O'Brien, 
Commissioner 

County, Kittitas  Ellensburg Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 2     What I want to get to tonight is that I am from Kittitas and Kittitas is very aware of the 
Cascade dividing line.  That the Cascade Mountains are there for a reason in that we are not 
them. Kittitas County does not want to be a part of the Western Washington districts and so 
as long as the mountains are there, we are really comfortable with that divide line. Some of 
the comments that were made, I have viewed a lot of the former meetings on webcasts, in 
the Bellevue meeting, some people were responding  that lived on one side of Puget Sound 
didn’t like representatives from the other side of Puget Sound because getting across the 
water is a problem.  People did not want to leave a meeting to catch a ferry. On occasion, 
Snoqualmie Pass gets snow, enough to shut it down for days at a time, some of you may be 
aware. So for us to be associated with King County, would be a problem, that cross 
connection would be an issue. But, in this world of technology, I am not sure that that is as 
much as an issue than the fact that we are different. 

7/14/11 Obie DJ O'Brien, 
Commissioner 

County, Kittitas  Ellensburg Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 3      Kittitas County has a history of agriculture and we are very involved in renewable energy. We 
have a lot of wind farms. You may have seen the big spinners on the hill as you come through. 
Sometimes we like to have them turned off, they make a little too much wind in the valley but 
the fans are there for a reason. We are scheduled to have one of the largest solar farms built 
up in the upper Teanaway called the Teanaway Solar Reserve. That is coming online as soon 
as some of the other environmental stuff clears the way. So, we also have the Innovative 
Partnership Zone, the IPZ, set up by the Governor which is all about renewable energy and 
how to use that. So a lot of what we do is very specific to Eastern Washington. I myself, I live 
in the city and I was the mayor, but I have cattle on the back half of my property, so we are 
different. So when we start looking at creating the 10th Congressional District I would very 
much kind of prefer to keep the two sides of the State separate because we have different 
issues and we are far more linked up with Eastern Washington. Prior to going to work for the 
County, I worked for Central Washington University for 16 years and we have a partnership 
with this college with Big Bend and there is a lot going on between East and West but we are 
different and we would like to keep it that way. I guess the biggest difference is in Western 
WA you think water is for playing in, you have boat races and such. In Eastern Washington, 
we have the Mark Twain way of saying whiskey is for drinking and water is for fighting over. 
So we have the serious issue of making sure that we have enough water for farming, 
development, and industry. You may be aware that Kittitas County is renowned for fighting 
with the Department of Ecology because they slapped a moratorium on and said you can’t 
build anymore wells. So, there will be no more house building, there will be no more 
development, there will be no more cabin building. I don’t care if you owned that land for 40 
years and want to retire there; you don’t get to use it. That thinking came out of Olympia and 
not out of Eastern Washington so we want to make sure that the people that represent us are 
aware of what Eastern Washington is and what it is all about. 

7/14/11 Obie DJ O'Brien, County, Kittitas  Ellensburg Moses   Testimony 4     So when we talk about the Legislative Districts, the idea of rotating the boundaries around a 
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Commissioner Lake little bit in Eastern WA. Kittitas County has got 6500 more people than the County just shy of 

us, pretty easy, we’ll give them back Wenas and a little extra, that’s okay. In Western 
Washington you guys on that side of the Mountains have a lot of other problems of how to 
sort it out. Where to put the 10th congressional district, my rather of shallow thinking is to 
follow the ridge of the mountains come through Pierce County, King County and come all the 
way down, put the 10th district there. Those people have a lot of similar interests and needs 
and things. So have the rules say that those people have a lot of common needs and interests, 
that’s great, kind of keep all of those interests over there.   I have a lot more stuff but I’ll cut it 
off there. Any questions? Tim Ceis : We do have an issue that we have to deal with which is 
that there are 150,000 people in Eastern WA that need to be in a district that they will share 
with a district that  will be crossing that boundary somewhere. So tell us, where do you think 
that crossing should happen if it doesn’t happen a long I-90? Answer: If you think of a counter 
clock rotation and you shift the Eastern Washington around and you take the people from 
Spokane where the heavier counties are. Shift them down and then push off into the lower 
part; put your representation down at the bottom end. I could show you the map but you 
know better than I do.  The idea of bring it down and across the bottom where the Columbia 
River is and kind of aligns those counties. But that idea of shifting this around, then the 
people with like interests are a little more contiguous. Tim Ceis: Our only challenge with that 
is that our friends in Central Washington said the same thing with Vancouver. That they didn’t 
have a lot in common. Answer: I am quite sure. The one thing I am sure of is in watching all of 
the testimony is the common thought is do whatever you want with them but do leave us 
alone. But the idea of simply shifting things around is that you aren’t making big movements 
and that was the only one that I had. Good luck with that and if you need a place to hide out, 
you can come to my place. 

7/14/11 Dani Bolyard   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 5     Thank you for joining us here in Grant County. My name is Dani Bolyard, I am a resident here 
in Grant County. I am in the 13th District now and moving to the 12th District so I am talking 
about both of those. First of all, on the Congressional side, Grant County has been entirely 
enclosed in the Fourth for a long time and that has benefited us well. Grant County is, of 
course as was said about Kittitas, is very agriculturally based. The one thing that ties us the 
most has been the irrigation system that stretches from Grand Coulee in the North all the way 
to the bottom of our county. The issues surrounding that tie us. It’s a broad county but those 
issues are the same from the North to the South. For that issue alone, Grant County has 
appreciated being united in the 4th. That being said, we are divided in the Legislative districts. 
The word that I hear from every angle in Grant County is that we would like to be in one 
Legislative District. Part of that reason is for, and we see this in other places in the state, is we 
see those slivers of counties that end up being a part of a different district don’t have the 
strength of representation. We tend to get forgotten, are harder to reach, all those things 
that we hear, and that is pretty much the case up in the 12th. Having lived in the 13th and 
had great representation, moving up to the 12th is going to be an interesting adventure for 
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me. I am hoping, that if we remain divided, that we can convince a little better involvement 
from the northern part. Part of the reason that happens is that the northern part is more 
agricultural than other parts in Grant County.  It’s more remote it is a little sliver along a string 
of lakes. It is further out, harder to reach, more strung-out I guess is the way you can say it, 
there is a lot of land in between neighbors. We’d love to see that all together again because 
of the irrigation system. The people in the northern part of the county where Grand Coulee 
Dam is located, have great influence over what happens to the rest of us at the lower end and 
I know we’d like to see that divided as much as possible. One of the plans that many of us 
have talked about and will be submitting to you, is an idea to do a clockwise rotation on the 
legislative districts. So, for example, on the bottom of the 3th, giving Yakima back Moxee and 
Selah putting that back into Yakima County and their legislative districts and then rotating 
them clockwise so that all of those boundaries switch around and the majority of the 
population ends up down south around the Tri-Cities, which needs to be divided, so that they 
have more room to spread out. So, that’s a plan that several of us are talking about and you 
will have a chance to see and we are hoping you look at that.  

7/14/11 Julia Hodson   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 6     I just want to say that Grant County staying mostly as it is with the things that we have in 
common. We are agricultural but I know that there might be a chance that Ephrata would 
move and I would really hate to see that. I have also seen some of the ideas on that clockwise 
plan, and I really liked it. I was going to try to explain that to you but I know other people 
understand that better than I do. But when I looked at it I thought, ‘yeah, take a little bit of 
this and little bit of that’, it would do what you need it to do for the amounts that go into 
each district and it would also keep most of Grant county together and I actually even saw 
that we could add part of our northern and still make the clockwise rotation work and we 
would even get to unite some of our Northern. Anyway, that’s all I have and I just wanted to 
be here and have the experience of talking with you. 

7/14/11 Linda Bishop   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 7     I live in Moses Lake and have lived in Grant County most of my life. Thank you for coming to 
Moses Lake, I appreciate this. I have a concern and that concern is our County seat which is in 
Ephrata and I hope that is something that will be taken into consideration. You would like the 
county seat of Ephrata to remain in the 13th District?) Answer: Yes. 

7/14/11 Jon Smith   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 8     I have lived in Moses Lake for over 50 years and I’d like, other than the rotation counter 
clockwise, is the only thing I’ve seen and spoken with people about. That’s idea that’s being 
kicked around and that sure makes sense to simple minds like mine but something I would 
like the Commissioners to keep in mind is that Grant County is largely an Ag. based economy 
with ethnically mixed towns throughout. The idea of trying to redraw lines based partly on 
race is not a unifying thought at all to me. It would only separate what has taken generations 
to achieve. I would not like to see the county’s representation diluted any more than it is 
now. We have county wide projects and organizations that need to have unified 
representation reserved. We have unique needs problems and goals that need a cohesive 
approach to deal with. By further dividing how Grant County is represented, we would lose 
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that cohesion. Keeping in mind the greater goals of Grant County in mind should be a very 
important criteria in an redistricting plan. I know that’s sort of what was spoken about in the 
pamphlet/folder but I would sure like to see you guys keep that in mind. Rural areas have 
conservative rural values that keep us all tied together and I would like to see that preserved 
rather than be influenced by west side ideas of how we should live over here and how we 
conduct ourselves here. We live here because we don’t want to live like they do over there. 
Tom Huff: did you say clockwise or counter clockwise? Answer: Clockwise. Yeah, keep me 
away from the West side.  

7/14/11 Pat Boss   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 9     I’ve got a lot of convoluted comments and I also want to say that I am here on behalf of a 
number of other entities. From the City of Quincy, the Port of Quincy, Yahoo!, the Quincy 
School District, etc. I appreciate, and the Port of Quincy appreciates, that you have a difficult 
task and I’m sure you get a lot of different opinions. But, with regard to Quincy and I don’t 
know how much you know about Quincy, we have companies like Dell Computers, Microsoft, 
Intuit, a number of major companies that are building in Quincy right now and building huge 
facilities there. Quincy, because it is on the corner of the county, it sort of gets a lot of benefit 
from both Wenatchee and Moses Lake. Being close to Wenatchee is a good thing and we like 
Wenatchee but because of the way the county is set up and we have a lot of entities like our 
Grant County PUD, our Grant County Development Council, the Media Market and Economic 
Development Council, the Newspapers, the Hospitals, the fire districts, we’re in a 
transportation funding area, the Big Bend Community College service area, Quincy Valley 
Irrigation District, all are within the 13th District. So, if Quincy were moved over to the 12th 
District, we would be in a different legislative district but all of the entities that we link to are 
Grant County related entities and it would be a very awkward situation for Quincy to be in the 
12th District despite the fact that Wenatchee is a great town and we love Wenatchee. But it 
would be very difficult from a process stand point to all of a sudden going to Wenatchee 
legislators and trying to convey issues that are related to Grant County entities, like all of 
these that I have just mentioned. The other thing that I need to mention too is that the City of 
Quincy, even though it is in the very corner of Grant County, the Port District of Quincy is 
covering about half the County; so, I’ll give you a really weird example, if all of a sudden you 
decide to put Quincy into the 12th district, the Port District goes all the way to Moses Lake, so 
you could have a situation where part of the Quincy Port District is in with the 12th District 
but the other half is in the 13th District. So, to summarize my comments, because of the 
institutional connections, because of the history of Quincy, because it is a very old Port 
District going back to the very late 50s, it’s connected to the county seat, the public utility 
district, the economic development council, and it just would be a very awkward and very 
bureaucratic nightmare situation if we had to be linked into the 12th district. Not to mention 
the fact that the data center industry and all these high tech companies that are coming into 
Quincy are also related to the fiber optics that Quincy has which is also connected to the PUD, 
which is a Grant County entity. So, the fiber optics and the hydro power come from Grant 
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County and then if we were in the 12th District, we would be in a district that’s not related to 
all that. Hopefully I am not confusing you too much but I think you get the gist of what I am 
saying. And then, the other thing too is that I just wanted to say just to close that the Port of 
Quincy is appreciating that you are committing to a November deadline to hopefully get all 
this resolved and finalize this process. Tim Ceis: The Port District Boundary, is it fully 
contained within Grant County? Answer: Yes it is. It covers all the way from the Columbia 
River all the way out to almost Dodson Road, which is right near Moses Lake. It’s huge. It was 
the first port district in the county and it covers about a third of the county. It’s a very large 
geographic area. It covers places like George, Washington and comes almost all the way into 
Moses Lake. And so it would be a very bizarre situation if all of a sudden we had part of our 
port is in one district and the other part is in another district. Not to mention, not that we 
don’t work with Wenatchee, we do, but they don’t have an economic development council up 
there. We pay the Grant County Economic Development Council a membership fee we work 
with them with the Department of Commerce and so the whole structure sort of comes up 
through the Grant County level so to split us off would be a very bizarre situation. I’m not sure 
how we would handle our issues having to be split off in two districts; it just wouldn’t make a 
lot of sense. And this is a lot of history and a lot of intuitional issues that have built up over 
the years. Like I said, the Quincy Port District started back in the late 50s so it’s been totally 
connected to the rest of Grant County, for lack of a better word, and the Grant County 
machine. My question is for the staff. Do we have Grant County overlays on our mapping 
ability? Ans. We don’t have map coordinates from the Port, no.  Slade Gorton: Why don’t you 
send the staff the boundaries of the Port?) 

7/14/11 Pat Boss   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 10     The Public Ports Association has a really good map and I can send that to you. I also have tons 
of packets here [of the entity letters]. 

7/14/11 John Milem   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 11     Sitting here tonight reminds me of the comments that were made by the Representative from 
the City of Tacoma. What he said was don’t cut little bits off but if you have to divide us, make 
it a significant division so that we’re really invested on both sides. My sense, in the way things 
lie and considering the limitations and the constitution, that Grant County is going to have to 
be divided. But I do think it will be a significant division and they’ll learn to live with it just like 
Port Districts in other parts of the State that are divided simply because of the populations. 
And, Grant County has gotten to that point. Grant County is one of the most popular counties 
in Eastern Washington. I am going to switch gears here. Some constitution provisions that 
apply to how you draw the lines. One of the provisions is that you will encourage electorate 
competition and the other is that you are not to purposely favor one political party over 
another. Complying with that is made complicated by the fact that the Republican Party has a 
very significant advantage in this state in redistricting and legislative elections. The reason the 
Republican Party has that advantage is, for whatever reason, the Democrats have 
consolidated themselves in the City of Seattle and the immediately surrounding area so that 
the Republicans are far more advantageously spread in the state than the Democrats are. To 
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give you some examples of how that works, in 2004 we had an election in this state in which 
the decision was made by 123 votes. In the end, the Republican candidate lost but the 
Republican candidate carried 30 of the 49 legislative districts. The Democratic candidate 
carried 19. We’ve had 21 competitive, that is 21 competitive state wide races in the period of 
2004 to 2010. My recollection is that Republicans won 5 of those and the fewest number of 
districts that were won by any Republican that won the state, was 31 districts. There are a 
couple of Democrats who won the whole state who only won 21 districts so we saw that 11 
district advantage in that race for Governor and we see a ten base advantage, or it is an 11 
district advantage when the Republicans win and when Democrats win, there is about a 10 
district advantage on the Republican side. Within the framework of what the constitution 
requires you to do, not dividing counties or municipalities unnecessarily, there is not really 
anything you can do about this. I’ve heard people talk about drawing ribbon districts across 
the state along latitudes which would virtually wipe out representation for Eastern 
Washington. It would be totally unconstitutional under our state constitution but short of 
that, I don’t think that you can disperse that mass of Democratic voters in Seattle sufficiently 
to make any redistricting really fair between parties, take away that advantage that the 
distribution of voters gives to the Republicans. The solution to that is to carefully comply with 
the other Constitutional provision that I mentioned which is to encourage electoral 
competition to the extent that you maximize the number of competitive districts and that 
tends to pull that Republican advantage away. All you have to do then is just run the best 
candidates you can and I think that we’ll get to a place where the legislature does really 
reflect, better than it does now, the preference of the people with respect to which party is in 
control of the legislature.  I think that the goal should be that when the voters move in the 
direction of a party sufficiently, they are showing a majority of the votes for that party for 
control of the legislature then that party should actually get control of the legislature. At the 
present time that is not the case. And I’m not sure you can make it the case. At the present 
time voters are equally divided, I think you are going to have a Republican legislature, so I 
would just encourage you to put a big emphasis on competitive districts.  

7/14/11 Thomas Fancher   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 12     I use to be a resident in western Wa for 15 years, I worked at Boeing. I retired. I have been in 
Eastern WA for over 10 years. It is interesting we need to have a state where we do not 
consider the politcal parties in dividing these districts but consider these districts be divided 
according to population. I have submitted a letter to Geneivieve O'Sullivan for consideration 
giving possible criteria for evaluating the various plans. I am familiar with analysis of data. I 
worked over 35 years in the Aerospace industry in computer programming and software 
quality assurance work. We should consider that if political considerations  members of the 
population are a real concern to them they have the choice to move where ever they want so 
their votes are what they want. They can distribute the voting by moving after you put the 
boundaries in place. They wont be changed for 10 years. So you put the lines and everyone 
moves where they want. Thats one of the aspects of liberty. People have the right to make 
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those decisions. I dont think the commission should tell people where to live because it will 
be the peoples decisions to make those changes. People might move from the city to the 
country because they prefer a rural area. 

7/14/11 Dave Webber   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 13     I am from Quincy and have small businesses there as well. We are sociologically and 
agriculturally closer to the 13th district then the 12th. Our connection is with Grant Co. We 
appreciate the effort of our legislators. We have established personal relationship with our 
legislators who I believe would represent us in our area on a more educated basis. Leave 
Quincy in the 13th district. People from Quincy were not aware of the meeting tonight, I'm 
sure there would have been more people from Quincy if we would have got the word out. Its 
our responsibility as well.  

7/14/11 Mary Gilmore   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 14     We raise horses, cattle, and kids in Grant Co. and have been sucessful. This is a new process 
for me. I'm here to get educated. I teach a constitution studies class here in Moses Lake. We 
postponed class tonight because we thought we could learn more here. This has been an eye 
opener for me. Id like to clarify a little. The hightech industries that have joined Quincy have 
not brough population with them. The people with them commute and most of them stay on 
the west side. I have met no one in Quincy that is from high tech industries. I have met local 
young people that are the night watchmen security and thats it. There is a sub division in 
Quincy that has several nice homes that have stood empty since Microsoft moved in 
aniticipating growth. When I first heard of that I thought has no one spoken to their wives? 
Their wives are not going to leave the west side and come to Quincy. Those homes still are 
empty and its been many years. It was interesting to hear comments on voting distribution 
between the east and west side of the state. I am not a member of the republican party. I am 
not representing them. People on the eastside of the state vote the way we do because of the 
way we think. Very different from the west side. In my classes that I teach we have removed 
all of the labels. What I have found in all of the parties; We are not educated on our 
constitution. We removed the label and come to class as American citizens. Its been 
wonderful discussion. No party politics. I dont think that would be something to spend alot of 
time with. People are going to vote based on what they learned and how they think. One 
thing I did catch wind of was the possibility of a Hispanic district in the Yakima area. On the 
eastside we have worked so hard to blender communities. To welcome people who want to 
be Americans. Please dont redistrict because of ethnicity. That would be a huge step back.   

7/14/11 Maria Chavez   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 15     I would like you to consider demographics and that there are majority minority counties. It is 
important for leadership. This is history. We are changing into a more diverse state and that 
needs to be considered when you have people that are elected not representing the 
community.  

7/14/11 John Milem   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 16     I've classified all the districts into three groups. 22 that are the most likely to vote republican 
and 22 that are most likely to vote democratic. The others are just in the middle. I've already 
spoken to the advantage the republicans have. Its further complicated by the 22 districts that 
have population for 23. and the 22 most democratic states have a population for 21. You find 
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the same thing with Legislature. The republican legislature represent more people. to correct 
that you need to take one district away from the democrats and give it to the republicans. 
Not only do the republicans have a big advantage already, but in order to equalize population 
your going to have to make an additional switch of that kind. 

7/14/11 John Smith   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 17     This pamphlet you give out to us refers to criteria to be considered about redistricting 
boundaries. "establish boundaries that do not favor or discriminate against an incumbent, 
candidate, or political party. I don’t understand how 21 districts that are mainly democrats 
that have a larger population are under represented. Doeant make sense to me. Criteria right 
here says political parties are not suppose to be part of the criteria. Either it is or it isnt. Its 
either part of the debate or it isnt. 

7/14/11 Peggy Bates   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 18     I came to learn about the process and not speak, but I have one big concern that  I am feeling. 
Please do not redistrict based on race. How do you do it based on one race and not another? 
We are American citizens. I feel strongly that we should not throw race into this issue. 

7/14/11 Beth Yorbro   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 19     I am from rural Moses Lake. If I'm not mistaken it hasn’t been more than 40 years since 
people in the southern states were hauled into supreme courts for segregating people like 
that. That would be segregation.  I don’t think we ought to go that direction. 

7/14/11 Thomas Fancher   Moses Lake Moses 
Lake 

  Testimony 20     Hearing this and it is a concern to me also. Former Governor of the state Colorado Richard 
Lam gave a speech in Washington DC in 2004 following the presentation by a book regarding 
the ethnicity and immigration problems in California. Governor Lams speech is available on 
the internet. It was title "How to Destroy America" if my memory is correct. It was about a 5 
minute speech. It is interesting. He went down point by point the problems of ethnicity 
causing division. He then wrote a book called "Two Wands One Nation", as in magic wands. It 
is a small book. It also discusses the problems that are involved with multiple ethnicities, 
multiculturism and how divisive it is. This is one country, under one constitution. Reading 
those books would be a great help in considering any questions regarding how these 
boundaries are drawn.  

7/15/11 Obie DJ O'Brien, 
Commissioner 
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http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0069.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0070.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0071.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0072.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0022.pdf
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Director Business Service 

7/27/11 Jon Nehring, 
Mayor 

City of Marysville Marysville     Letter       Click to view document 

7/27/11 Kamran Mukhtar   Auburn     Letter       Click to view document 

7/30/11 Patrick Boss Port of Quincy Quincy     Email       Click to view email: Follow-up regarding recent meeting in Moses Lake 

7/31/11   United for Fair 
Representation 

Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view letters from 91 people from United for Fair Representation 

8/3/11 Mineko Prestes         Email       Click to view email: Do not redistrict Bob Hasegawa out of the 11th Legislative District! 

8/3/11 Rabbi Jay 
Heyman D.D. 

  Seattle     Email       Click to view email: citizen comment 

8/3/11 Joan McGilton, 
Mayor 

City of Burien Burien     Letter       Click to view document 

8/5/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     E-Form       75 

8/6/11 John C. Ruth   Bellingham     Email       Click to view email: Watershed-bioregional perspective 

8/7/11 Anonymous    unknown     E-Form       77 

8/8/11 David Anderson   Seattle     Email       Click to view email: Minority-Majority Districts 

8/8/11 Karen Olsen   unknown     Email       Click to view email: Why congressional districts lines don't coincide with local jurisdictions 

8/9/11 Nadine Shiroma   Kirkland     E-Form       82 

8/9/11 Theresa 
Zimmerman 

  Renton     E-Form       81 

8/9/11 John   unknown     Email       Click to view email: 11th District Seat 

8/9/11 Kip Tokuda   Seattle     Email       Click to view email: New 10th Congressional District 

8/9/11 Peter Holmes Seattle City Attorney Seattle So Seattle   Letter       Click to view Statement of Seattle City Attorney Peter Holmes 

8/9/11 Ada Williams 
Prince 

OneAmerica Seattle So Seattle   Letter       Click to view written testimony from Ada Williams Prince 

8/9/11 David Anderson   Seattle     Letter       Click to view maps from David Anderson 

8/9/11 David Ortiz AFT Washington   So Seattle   Letter       Click to view David Ortiz's written testimony 

8/9/11 Diane Zahn UFCW 21 Seattle So Seattle   Letter       Click to view written testimony from Diane Zahn 

8/9/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

United for Fair 
Representation 

  So Seattle   Letter       Click to view handout from George Cheung 

8/9/11 Jim Burrows   Burien So Seattle   Letter       Click to view handout from Jim Burrows 

8/9/11 John-Paul 
Chaisson-
Cardenas 

Latino Community 
Fund 

Federal Way So Seattle   Letter       Click to view written testimony from John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas 

8/9/11 Tracy Lai Asian Pacific American 
Labor Alliance 

  So Seattle   Letter       Click to view written testimony from Tracy Lai 

8/9/11   United for Fair   So Seattle   Letter       Click to view handout from United for Fair Reprsentation 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0018.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0017.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0138.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0067.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0073.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0074.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0019.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0075.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0076.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0077.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0078.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0079.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0082.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0081.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0080.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0083.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0054.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0092.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0094.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0095.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0097.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0091.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0089.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0093.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0096.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0090.pdf
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Representation 

8/9/11       So Seattle   Letter       Click to view article in the Renton Reporter "Boeing looking beyond just Renton to 
assemble new 737 with new engine"  

8/9/11   Seattle Coalition for a 
Healthy Workforce 

  Seattle   Letter       Click to view document: Paid Sick Days: What We Can Expect 

8/9/11 James Arema     So Seattle   Testimony 1     I am from Bellevue 12662 NE 10th place. I participated for a long time in the 41st LD.  I am 
currently in the 48th. I support majority minority CD. The 11th and 37th LD are currently 
majority minority districts and they work. Each district has minority representation, but the 
minority majority are well represented as well. Each district has had and do have Caucasian 
representation. The people that are afraid they are going to be dictated to by those that are 
unempowered are wrong. It’s just a matter of fairness of those that don’t have the proper 
voice do get the opportunity to have it. I would also ask that when you look at Bellevue, if you 
find it necessary to divide it that it be east, west and not north south as historically been 
done.  When I go shopping or to the library, Post Office, or general socializing, I have never 
run across any of my representatives from the LD’s. When people of Mercer Island or Medina 
other late community testify that they feel a bond to Bellevue, I think they are referring to 
west Bellevue and not east Bellevue. I really think it should be east, west. Keep my 
community of interest together instead of dividing it. Thank you very much. 

8/9/11 Martha Koester     So Seattle   Testimony 2     I am the chair of the 11th district democrats. I live in the top half area of unincorporated King 
County. I am here to specifically ask that the 11th and 37th districts continue to be divided as 
they are now along the north, south line rather than the east, west line. The reason for this is 
that the very heavy minority representation in both south Seattle and extended to areas 
further south into south king county need as much representation as we can get. The way it is 
now we have 6 legislatures that are attune to the interests in Beacon Hill, South Seattle, and 
South King County areas. If it were to be divided east west to put all of us into one district and 
then the suburban areas in another district the number could go down to three. I request we 
continue with of course some adjustments around the borders that will be inevitably 
necessary to keep things the way they are. 

8/9/11 Adina Katz     So Seattle   Testimony 3     I am a 16 year old resident of king county. I am here today on behalf of One America and its 
members and the residents of King County. I urge the committee to consider redrawing the 
new 10th CD in a way that better reflects the growing presents and power of communities of 
color and immigrant and refugee communities in WA State. One America is the largest 
immigrant advocacy organization in the state.  Its mission is to advance the fundamental 
principles of democracy and justice through building power in immigrant communities. As the 
granddaughter of immigrants who fled not to persecution in WWII to come to this country. I 
have seen through my grandparents’ journey and through my parents journey the strength 
and vitality immigrants bring to the melting pot we call America. 1 in 4 Washington residents 
and 1 in 3 Pierce County residents is a person of color. In South King counties school districts 
more than 100 languages are spoken. The demographics of WA State have changed a lot. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0098.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0098.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0052.pdf
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Census 2010 data shows that the percentages of minorities have exploded in the suburbs 
south of Seattle city limits and in areas like Kent, Renton, SeaTac, and Tukwila, minorities 
comprise the majority of the population. The redistricting process must account for these 
changes in fact without these changes in Washington states immigrant populations and 
communities of color, the state wouldn’t likely have received the 10th congressional seat. The 
voting rights act of 1965 requires that you give consideration to race to help insure that the 
redistricting plans do not dilute minority voting strength. By redrawing distsrict lines to 
include immigrants and refugees you can increase representation for communities of color. It 
is difficult to get communities of color to vote because they do not feel their concerns are 
priorities. Creating a majority people of color CD will increase civic engagement because the 
community will feel their voice is being heard and that they can hold their elected officials 
accountable to their needs. Communities of color and immigrants and refugees face 
disproportionate obstacles to achieving economical and physical health. It is critical that 
critical that communities of color, immigrants and refugees have a representative from 
Washington State that has issues of importance to those communities at the top of their 
agenda in WA DC. Our founding fathers believed that having separate parties encouraged 
healthy debate that was necessary for success. The same can be said for having different 
representation in DC. Adding a representative to argue for the concerns and beliefs of the 
immigrant community and those of color will foster debate and will increase the number of 
points of views that are voiced in DC. It will also insure that the demands and the needs of the 
people are actually being addressed in WA. I urge the redistricting committee to support 
majority people of color CD in south king county as it creates a new 10th CD. Thank you. 

8/9/11 J. Glenn Evans     So Seattle   Testimony 4     I live on first Hill. I think the 11th district has a lot of color and ethnic groups and they deserve 
a position to be represented. I see a lot of color in this room. I’d like to see some color up 
there and I’d also like to see some color on the head table or else an independent 
representing the other people who may have not been voting because they don’t necessarily 
like democrats and republicans. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Oscar Eason, Jr. NAACP   So Seattle   Testimony 5     I am a NAACP president for the state of Alaska Oregon and Washington the area conference.  
I am also chair of commission of African American affair s for the state of WA. I am here to 
urge the commission to draw three county council districts in king county using the Unity Map 
that has been presented here before. Also to encourage the council to use the map related to 
three majority people of color king county council districts. That is very important. Like the 
young lady before me, by doing this you would encourage people of color to participate in 
this political system more frequently and more effectively. I believe the statistics given were 1 
out of every 3 persons living as a resident in King County is a person of color. With this kind of 
demography I think it draws a bond the political system to have those people represent more 
in sync and soundly in the political system. The only way you are going to do that is be able to 
have those people fully realize they are represented by someone who truly and genuinely 
cares about their concerns. With this in mind I think the counsel of the commission can take 
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this opportunity in drawing these threes majority minority county districts. That will go a long 
ways. To require the people who represent them to represent their concerns and carry their 
issues forward. And these people can participate in the system in a vigorous more effective 
way. I thank you so much for allowing me to talk to you. Thank You. 

8/9/11 Yemane 
Gebremicael 

    So Seattle   Testimony 6     This is my second time to testify. I feel proud as an American. I am an African immigrant. I 
have lived in this country for 17 years. I have seen a lot of Africans being thoroughly feeling 
Americans. They fought in the war in Afghanistan and Iraq. They are serving in various parts 
and bleeding for this country. We are not asking for handouts. We are not asking for favors. 
We are asking for the proper recognition so that we can become responsible members of this 
nation. We want to feel included. If we feel included we will be more productive and more 
responsible. It behooves everyone to think our neighbors would be better neighbors if they 
feel included. I would like to urge the main stream to not feel this is going to be encroaching 
on their rights. This is going to actually encourage their participations. We are going to be 
Productive members of this society but have to be included. We need to have our voices 
heard, and where we are in bigger numbers. We need to be recognized. Thank You. 

8/9/11 David Valiant     So Seattle   Testimony 7     Good Evening Commissioners, I am with pierce county elections. As someone who has had to 
implement redistricting at the county level in the past and is gearing up to do so again, I 
wanted to take a few minutes to talk about census bureau geography. Some features the 
counties would like to see avoided in drawing the new lines would be small water ways that 
may seasonal creeks that may not have names. I have seen those used as LD boundaries. 
Unnamed roads are not reliable features sometimes they are not even permanent roads. 
They might only be gravel or dirt roads. Sometimes unnamed roads or parking lots or 
driveways or they could even go thorough apartment complexes or mobile home parks. And 
effectively cut that park in half even though it may be addressed as a single address on the 
road. Unnamed roads also sometimes cut through parcels of land. Lastly, logging roads and 
forest service roads are not good political boundaries. Again, I have seen those used as 
legislative and congressional boundaries. One other issue we would like to discuss is the old 
school district boundaries that are still in the census bureau data. All of the census bureau 
school districts lines were realigned two years ago. The formers lines still exist in their data 
but will disappear if we do not use them or retain them as current district boundaries where 
they are being currently retained even though the school line has shifted. Pierce County as 
well as other counties in the state would like state boundaries that we can interpret, 
implement, accurately understand and explain to our voters. Thank You. 

8/9/11 Jim Burrows   Burien So Seattle   Testimony 8     I have tossed pieces of paper to the Commission. The top shows the current census tracks of 
LD’s . I have evaluated from those the quality. It turns out to be 1%. I have a measure of 
compactness and it violates 24 almost 25 percent other words districts are on the wrong side 
of equal lines.  Just for fun, I took the current census blocks and tried to make those two 
numbers as small as possible. It turns out they are counterdictory .in other words if you get 
real equality you can have horrible non compactness like they did down in Texas in 2004. Let 
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me just toss this out as a possibility that you can think about and maybe 10 years from now 
we can really get into this. Commissioner Foster: Did you speak to us in Seattle? Burrows: Yes, 
but it was about CD, this is about LD. 

8/9/11 David Ortiz AFT Washington   So Seattle   Testimony 9     Good evening Commissioners. I am affiliated with American federation of teachers (AFT). I am 
here to urge the commission to one, draw a new 10th CD in King County that includes a 
majority of people of color. And two to have 3 LD in King county that are a majority of people 
of color. 1 in 4 WA residents and 1 in 3 king county residents is a person of color. Our elected 
representatives should reflect the diversity of our state and our county. WA population grew 
from roughly 6 million to 6.7 million since 2000, the reason for our state gaining a new CD. 
That increase of 700,000 people is almost entirely due to growth of communities of color. In 
short our state is gaining a more powerful political voice in congress. Thanks to the growth of 
the population of people of color. Simple justice dictates. Therefore requires us to think about 
a new CD be one in which people of color are in the majority. A new 10th CD and 3 LD in king 
county that are a majority of people of color will increase voter turnout, civic participation, 
and engage us in the voting process. A new 10th CD and 3 LD in King County with that a 
majority of people of color will encourage elected officials to be held accountable for the first 
needs of their community. We urge you to improve civic engagement and voter participation 
in underrepresented communities by creating a majority people of color CD and 3 LD in King 
county. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

8/9/11 David Anderson   Seattle So Seattle   Testimony 10     Good evening Commissioners. I have had the privilege or the honor to live in 6 of the 9 
current CDs in the state of WA. I currently reside in Olympia, WA. I am a passionate 
independent or nonpartisan. I want to thank you for the opportunity to speak here tonight in 
this fresh air open doors room, not smoked filled and close doors. I think this is a part of what 
is great about WA State is the tradition of populism, the right to not have to register with the 
state what political party you are in, the open primaries,  we were  early to adopt the 
women’s right to vote in this state. You as a committee have an enormous power to what is 
the future of populism in the state of WA. Since the last time we were redistricted as a state 
populism has been somewhat under attack. The political parties you represent supposedly 
here tonight have been suing the state of WA over trying to close the open primary. The 
legislature cancelled the presidential primary and the parties have been suing to get rid of the 
open primaries. And also the fact that you partisans have been appointed to district a state it 
seems to me kind of like hiring the fox to design the hen house. I have to admit; it kind of 
scares me that partisans are designing the state. 1.4 million Voters, 40 percent of the voters 
don’t want to affiliate with any kind of political party at all. I took it upon myself and used the 
resources the commission has provided to design what is called the nonpartisan map. How 
can we meet the objectives that the legislative put towards you to make sure the map is fair 
and  Doesn’t favor any incumbent, any political party, any group, anybody at all. I think the 
best way to do it would be to put the 10th CD in Okanogan in the NW corner of the state that 
affords the most power for all voters in the state of WA, by requiring the most radical 
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redistricting of the entire state. Everybody should benefit from the new 10th district. If we 
put the 10th district in the North corner, you can easily numerically back number or put the 
first district in the peninsula. By recognizing our states has four natural channels, the 
peninsula, from I5 to the Puget Sound, from I5 to the cascade mountains, and then eastern 
WA that’s four fairly easy districts, or channels where you can put a contiguous line and 
district in the state of WA. I think that it’s incumbent that we really work to keep, that you 
look at all voters equally. Don’t profile them or the party or where they live. Don’t profile 
them for any kind of community they associate with. Treat all voters equally. That is the only 
way we get equality in our society. I encourage you to focus on voters, utilize the four 
channels. Number our districts numerically. They are named after numbers/ why not use 
them in a rational way. Do a rational districting and name them rationally and don’t protect 
incumbents. If you have the addresses of where they live, throw them away. please. Don’t 
use them. Using incumbents’ addresses to district only undermines our democracy. There is a 
German concept” gestalt”, the idea the sum is more than its part. If you can think of our state 
as a whole, don’t try to divide it, try to unite our state. There are a lot of powers that are 
trying to separate people right now. Right now when our stock market is falling and London is 
burning I think we need to focus on uniting our state as a whole instead of continuing to 
divide it. Thank you for this time and this resource. 

8/9/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle So Seattle   Testimony 11     Good evening, I am executive director of the Win Win Network; part of our mission is to 
increase civic participation in underrepresented communities. That’s why we are thrilled to 
support the work of United for Fair Representation. This coalition made up of a broad range 
of leaders and organizations serving communities of colors has worked tirelessly to educate 
our communities about this important process. From Vancouver to Spokane, from Yakima to 
Tacoma, and now here is SE Seattle. We have attended hearings and spoken out on the 
importance of fair representation for our communities. Tonight you are witnessing the 
diversity of our community here in SE Seattle, in fact this building, The New Holly Gathering 
Hall is in the heart of 98118 zip code which according to the census is the most diverse zip 
code in the nation. With a tremendous change in our states demographics, where 1 in four 
Washingtonians identify themselves as a person of color it is an important turning point in our 
states history. Tonight I want to talk about the proposed Unity Map and the establishment of 
the 10th CD here in SE Seattle stretching to South King County. I strongly urge you to adopt 
these lines for the following reasons. First, the history of people of color, Before the passage 
of the fair housing act in 1968 people of color were not to buy or rent housing north of 
Madison Street. These lines still represent an important dividing line that should be 
respected. Number two, respecting political boundaries, unlike the current Congressional 
district boundaries the 10th congressional that we have proposed respects the following 
cities completely. Renton, Kent, Tukwila, and SeaTac which are all majority people of color, 
Des Moines, New Castle and Federal Way. Number three, fairness. Given that 1 out of 4 
Washingtonians is a person of color it seems only fair and proportional to have 1 CD be made 
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up of majority people of color. This is not necessarily about electing a person of color; this is 
about accountability and fairness. Finally, encouraging civic participation, as a son of 
immigrants from Hong Kong, I did not grow up thinking about the importance of voting. 
Creating a majority people of color CD will be a critical step in insuring that voters in this 
community feel that their votes matter. For these reasons, I strongly encourage you to adopt 
our Unity Maps, both Congressional and state legislative. 

8/9/11 Ada Williams 
Prince 

OneAmerica Seattle So Seattle   Testimony 12     Hi, I have been in front of you before. I am with One America, I am the policy director. I put in 
front of you a couple of power point slides. I have a power point presentation, but we will do 
it the old fashion way. On behalf of one America who you have heard a little about, I think. I 
am here to urge the committee to consider redrawing district lines to better reflect the 
growing presence and power of communities of color and immigrant and refugees 
communities in WA State. We believe that the United for Fair Representation Unity Maps, 
which George just showed you. We believe this accomplishes that goal. Our members are 
across the state and include immigrants and allies from multiple communities, including 
African, Latino, Asian and many other ethnicities many of whom are here today. We have 
participated at nearly every public hearing held by the commission. I think you have noticed 
that. The reason is because we recognize that redrawing these district lines will have a 
profound impact on immigrant and refugee communities at different levels of government 
across Washington State. What are members and allies all-share in spite of where they come 
from or where they were born is a desire to participate fully in our democracy and have their 
interests represented. I think you have also heard in these 19 commission hearings that the 
demographics of WA State continue to change and that the redistricting process must 
account for these shifts in population. We all benefit when our communities can elect leaders 
who fully understand, respond to, and represent the issues, important to the health and 
wellbeing of those communities. A majority people of color district will allow our 
communities who share a tremendous amount in common as people of color to elect 
someone who prioritizes these issues first and foremost on their agenda .on that note, this is 
why I have these slides. To highlight a couple issues on health, wealth, and education that 
demonstrate clearing that unifying our communities through the unity map would give a 
voice to urgent community and family needs.  I am not going to go through all of them, but 
just to say South Seattle and South King County communities face similar challenges that in 
fact the unity maps would give a voice to urgent community family needs in wealth, health 
and educational achievement gaps. The suburbs are now home to more people living in 
poverty then the central cities.  Approximately 72,000 people live in poverty in Seattle and 
Bellevue whereas 97,000 people living in poverty in the rest of the county. There are health 
disparities in common, people that live in South Seattle and South King County bares a 
disproportionate burden of poor health and socio economic deprivations. I have a slide also 
looking at in terms of health disparities the low birth weight rate are highest in the south I 
think you can see from this slide that the Department of Health in King County actually listed 
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where these counties are and breaks them out at the rate per  100 live births. You can see 
there is a definitely disparity there. Finally, looking at education Seattle has a distinct 
geography gap that needs to be filled. For example just looking at Seattle’s 7th grade math 
scores from 2000-2009 you can see that NE schools state average and SE schools. There is a 
huge difference between those three lines; the largest gap is between NE schools and SE 
schools. All of this is to say that the reality is with major issues impacting our communities like 
high rates of diabetes, low birth weight rate, lack of maternal health, closing the achievement 
gap and radically improving the outcome for all kids. Those living in South Seattle have more 
in common with those living in Kent or Federal Way then Lake Washington or North Seattle 
making this a viable community of interests.  Redrawing the map means that these 
communities will have the power to influence whether or not elected officials feel obligated 
to respond to the communities needs and take action. This is the key, to take action to reduce 
health disparity, support educational equity and deal with other issues that are relevant to 
our community. Our organization has fought to convince our members and immigrants and 
refugee voters that their votes count. Because the maps have not been drawn in a way that 
will allow votes of people of color and immigrants to be kept together and garner enough 
weight.  So this unity map and the majority of people of color districts begin the path to 
changing all of this. It is what we need in this state. It is what establishing true democracy 
requires. I’ll be sitting right over there if you have any questions, just let me know. Thank you. 

8/9/11 John-Paul 
Chaisson-
Cardenas 

Latino Community 
Fund 

Federal Way So Seattle   Testimony 13     Good evening, thank you for having me.  I am from Federal way on behalf of the Latino 
community fund. An organization that collects dollars from Latinos across our state and then 
re puts it back into community organization across the state. It’s a small foundation. We 
decided to support the Unity map also. We have done so because we have for a long time as 
investors in our Latino community have seen the resources allocated to Latino community 
and all communities of color have been diminished and disappearing and this isn’t a contest 
of a state which is ranked 5th from the bottom when it comes to closing the ratio on 
education achievement gap, 5th from the bottom. The same state that has seen all of its 
growth in the PK 12 system actually being youth of color. I’ll be providing you with a list, but 
while white youth have been reduced in the last 10 years by about 12 percent. For example 
Latinos have grown 72 percent across the state which means that not only the demographic 
changes that you haves seen since 2000 census effect the 2010 census have changed the 
demographics in the state. This pattern will continue to grow through out. It is due time that 
these youth who have grown into the system also have a voice in representation in a state 
that has disproportionality in Every single well-being indicator from child welfare to juvenile 
justice to wealth with white folks, families have 19 times the wealth that Latinos have in the 
united states or 20 times the wealth that African American families have in the united states. 
It is that single disproportionality which does not seem to get better, and has not gotten 
better by the current representation in the system leads us to believe we need to have a 
voice in the legislature. At least be able to select representatives and political leaders who 
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look like this instead of this. 

8/9/11 Fe Lopez, 
President 

Latina Latino Bar 
Assoc of Wa 

Seattle So Seattle   Testimony 14     hello, I live in west Seattle. I am the president of the Latina Latino bar association of WA. I am 
here to urge the commission to draw Washington’s congressional and legislative districts 
according the unity maps proposed by United for Fair Representation coalition. The 
communities in these proposed districts are communities of interest because we have similar 
social economic conditions. Because of institutional racism communities of color 
disproportionately lack access to resources around education, health care, jobs, 
transportation, civic participation and more. Today I will be focusing my comments to 
redistricting efforts in Eastern Washington. I was born in Moses Lake; I went to 13 different 
schools all around Eastern Washington by the time I was in 6h grade. We finally settled in 
Grandview Washington in Yakima County. I am the child of farm workers. My brother just 
graduated from Grandview high school in Yakima County this past June, and I have a sister 
that just graduated at YVCC, Yakima valley community College. I have a sister who is a nurse 
at Sunnyside hospital again in Yakima County. My stepdad is a farm work. I wanted to give 
you a little background. I consider eastern washing ton still my home. With the new census 
we now have minority majority counties in Yakima and that majority is now Latino 
specifically. Yet we have no Latinos in elected position. They have tried and they have failed. 
We have as you know judges are elected. There are no judges of color in Yakima County. And 
there are no Latina or Latino judges in eastern Washington period. There have been gang and 
housing ordinances that affect communities of interest that put people of color Latinos and 
immigrants through racial profiling. In the late 90’s Prosser which is located In Benton county 
which borders Yakima County was bussing out problem kids to Wishram, those problem kids 
just happen to be Latinos but they were trying to segregate that area. With some of these 
things in mind, I would like to close by pointing out some of the benefits of people of color 
majority districts. Those are increase civic engagement and participation of underrepresented 
communities. Elected representation that genuinely is accountable to its constituents, elected 
representation that reflects the diversity of that community. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Tina Gallegos     So Seattle   Testimony 15     Good evening. I am a resident of the 7th CD and the 34th LD. I live in West Seattle. I have 
given testimony before the commission before at North Seattle, but I am going to talk to you 
again tonight and just supplement a little about what I talked about the first time I had the 
opportunity to speak before you. I am a lawyer and with the interest of full disclosure I have 
been working with United for Fair Representation coalition on the development of their maps 
which is being proposed to the commission for consideration during this redistricting process. 
First of all I would like to thank the commission again for the difficult and thankless job that 
you have been entrusted. I am happy to see that unlike other redistricting episodes I have 
experienced in my life the commissioners here will take input from the public in the state. 
And none of you to my knowledge have sought refuge from your fellow commissioners at a 
Holiday in in Astoria, Oregon or Moscow Idaho. It is cumbering to see that the commission 
has been so open and accommodating to the desires of the community to have its voice 
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heard on this issue violent importance to our democracy.  I would especially like to thank the 
commission for agreeing to have this meeting here in South Seattle and scheduling it for that 
purpose. The job that you have been entrusted is to insure the vitality of our democracy by 
providing us with a structure for the legislative branch of our government this is by no means 
a small task and by no means mundane. The efforts of this commission defend the 
fundamental concept of our democracy. The principle described by the supreme court in 
decision in  ………..vs Simms 1964 is described as one person one vote. Although the 
commission is assisted today by computers that can interpret and manipulate data and you’re 
guided of course by the requirements set forth in section 43 of the WA state constitution and 
title 44 of the revised code of WA it is still not exact science, I’m sure you are all pretty aware 
of that. There are obviously many different ways and plans that can fulfill those guidelines 
that have been set forth in the law and there is no perfect solution to draw these districts. 
The other side of the coin is the that some people will be put in a more advantaged position 
of course as a result of your efforts some people will be put in a more disadvantaged position. 
It is important for the commission and the public to recognize the redistricting process has 
been used in this country history for various purposes unfortunately in this country the 
redistricting process has historically been used to prevent meaningful participation of certain 
racial minority groups in the political process. In many states in the south and south west 
those in control of the redistricting process would draw district lines through certain 
communities in effort to divide voting strength of minority voters. Now this commission has 
already heard the testimony of luminaries in redistricting laws such as professor wak Enabula, 
of Seattle university school of law about the background operation of the voters right act of 
1965 which was a landmark legislation enacted by congress to counteract reprehensible 
practices of voter suppression. every 10 years several state across the country have legal 
challenges are mounted under the voting rights act in order to prevent the dilution of 
minority voting strength and to insure the one person, one vote principle. Currently there are 
22 states in active litigations federal courts relating to redistricting plans in 14 states Alabama, 
Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Louisiana, Maine, Minnesota, Mississippi, new York, north 
Carolina, Oregon, Texas and Virginia. In many of these law suits contain causes of actions that 
site the voting rights act. The redistricting commission in WA State was created precisely to 
avoid our state enduring protracted and expensive litigation every 10 years. As a result of 
redistricting plans that violate state and federal law. During this time of …….1:01………..state 
budgets it is incumbent on this state to try to avoid any situation that would result in costly 
litigation. The cost of litigation is not the only cost that the citizens of our state would have to 
bare. As you have heard during many of the testimonies given before the commission the 
demographic composition of this state has been changing. The demographic changed during 
the last 10 years was dramatic. Perhaps the political system of WA state has never had to face 
the implications f such a diverse population in the past because there has never been as 
numerous or obvious concentration of nonwhite population in this state. For that reason the 
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work of the commission is vital and historic. You have the power to make an important choice 
for the legacy of our state. You can either choose to follow the cynical examples of states 
whose practices led to federal intervention via the voting rights act or you can apply the 
lessons learned from those past conflicts and do everything in your power to draw districts 
that offer minority communities meaningful participation in the political process. There are 
some who argue that drawing districts using race as a factor favors one party.   I would submit 
that historically both parties have been perpetrators of minorities suppression through 
redistricting efforts.  There are some who argue that factoring race is discriminatory and 
violates WA law.  I would argue that minority groups or communities of interest as defined by 
RCW 44.05.090 subsection 2A and the law allows protection of their interest. Finally there are 
some that say we are color blind to society. I would submit to you the testimony that you 
have heard about the disparities and social economic indicators between racial groups in this 
state and in this county. Even if we as individuals think that we are colorblind.in the 
aggregate. The statistics show that race matters despite our best intentions. The unity map 
proposed and that will be submitted by united for fair representation. It is a map that 
conforms the requirements of both federal and state law it is a proposal that shows WA State 
is a leader in promoting at just pluralistic society.it is a proposal that will be cost effective, 
preventing both the expense and stain of litigation. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

8/9/11 Alberto Yaque     So Seattle   Testimony 16     Good evening. I live in Renton. I am a nursing assistant and I work in a critical care unit in 
Bellevue hospital. In addition I want to add that I am a new US citizen. I am very happy and 
very excited to exercise my new rights, the right to vote. As we know the census indicated 
that we have grown in population.  As a Latino we don’t want our community to be 
represented just as a number. We want to be included as a society and want more 
participation. We want to be recognized by our contribution and rewarded with opportunities 
and better treatments. I am here today on behalf of my Latino community. I have seen that 
no matter how hard we work, how skill in society for our job in this economy not only for this 
state but our whole country. Our community is still living with some of the lowest wages and 
doing very dangerous jobs. And furthermore they are living every day in constant fear of 
being replaced at any moment. Redistricting could be very difficult to understand, but it 
becomes easy when I can imagine that someone in my community is running to be my 
representative, someone who understands my necessities or our necessities and who 
understands our diversity. We want someone who will speak up for us in the congress and 
fight for us. I need a district that is run by love that embrace our effort, embrace our love. 
And recognize our work, Not only for our community but for the state, for the country and 
our communities. I just want to say thank you for coming today to listen to our concerns, my 
priorities. In conclusion I want to tell you I am an immigrant, I am a tax payer, and I am a new 
US citizen. I am willing to vote this coming elections and I want to be……1:11:27… 

8/9/11 Libby Carr     So Seattle   Testimony 17     I happen to be a white person who holds progressive values and I’m delighted to see so many 
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people of color who live in the districts in question here especially when we are talking about 
the LD. I think that it’s very important that we maintain as many people of color in the state 
Legislature as possible because I think there are many districts already well represented in 
other parts of the state that don’t seem to get people of color elected. So I think whenever 
we have got an opportunity to elect people of color we should do that. I think that is the case 
here in terms of redistricting these LDs. Overall I am very concerned as a citizen in this 
country that more and more power seems to be going to corporate interests and to corporate 
money. Unfortunately this seems to fall along racial lines and that has got to stop. The voices 
of all of us in this country have to be heard or this country is really going to go down the tubes 
and none of us want to see that. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Pastor RJ Rivers     So Seattle   Testimony 18     Pastor RJ Rivers – I am not Pastor Manaway. I want to speak on behalf of Pastor Manaway. I 
am from greater Skyway community church, this is my neighbor Andy. It is important for us as 
a community to understand that just on my block alone my neighbors across the street from 
me are Hispanic. Latino and on the other side of me they are Japanese, on the other side of 
me they are Chinese. The next house on the corner from me is from Thailand. This has 
allowed us to be one true community. I came here tonight not because I didn’t have 
something else to do, not because I didn’t have somewhere else to go. I came here because 
of the fact that the people I represent, you don’t see in this room. That is the young 
minorities that are out there. Who have learned not to trust what they see because of what 
they see in the outcome. So unless we take the opportunity of this commission to make some 
difference in the hearts of the community of the choices that they make. Even as a pastor, it 
is important for me when I lay down at night, to make sure that I have made correct decisions 
that affect my community and my parish. We don’t have a church building; it is a community 
church so we have no walls. It allows us to be in the community where there are maybe 10 
different dialects. So when I can’t reach those people that I need to talk to, I can call my 
neighbor. When I can’t reach the Asian community, I can call my neighbor. The opportunity 
the only difference in what you see in this room and what you see up there, you just don’t see 
none of us up there. That’s the difference. We still have immigrants up in the skyway area. 
That are displaced that are lost in the position to where they have trust. The next group of 
voters that will come through, that will vote. We will make sure that they vote, but we have 
to gain their trust. Voting is just about trusting. Our community folks have known that the 
lives that we have let them know how they died and been changed to the history just to get 
us to vote. It is our job to make sure they do vote, but it is your job to give them the 
opportunity to be able to have that position out here that same position up there.  

8/9/11 James Lee     So Seattle   Testimony 19     Hello, good evening. This is my first time at one of these public forums. I am really actually 
inspired and impressed by the substance that’s been brought up tonight. I am thankful for 
your guy’s commitment for hearing the voices of the public. I am representing myself. I am a 
current senior at University of WA. I just want to say that I think it’s really vital and important 
that you guys genuinely listen and take in to consideration the voices that are being put in 
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tonight. the people that you are hearing right now, I think you can tell by the commitment 
and the background work that they have done, that they are committed to being engaged in 
the community. I think that you guys have a really unique opportunity to send a message not 
only to this community but to the entire state that you are aware of people of color in this 
state and that the impact that they provide to this state. I just like what the last man said, I 
think that if you do use this opportunity to show that people of color in this state are going to 
make an impact into future and are going to carry the shape and form of this state leading 
forward. Policies and image of this state is really, I don’t want to say it’s on your shoulders, 
because that’s a lot to burden, but I just want to say it’s on the shoulders of all of us to 
communicate what we want and the things that we need. And the type of state we want to 
represent and how we want to represent ourselves. Thank you for your time. 

8/9/11 Elena Perez     So Seattle   Testimony 20     Thank you very much for extending the road show one more event. I appreciate the fact that 
you heard people’s feedback during this process and you responded to that.  That is much 
appreciated, not just by me, but looks like a lot of other people. I work with united food and 
commercial workers local 21. I will be reading into the record a statement on behalf of the 
local and our 38,000 members in the state of WA. Dear members of the redistricting 
commission, UFCW 21 urges the commission to draw WA congressional and legislative 
districts according to the unity maps proposed by the united for fair representation coalition. 
Which include the creation of the new 10th CD in south king county and LDs in king, pierce, 
and Yakima counties that are made up of a majority of people of color. UFCW 21 is the largest 
public sector union in WA, with over 38, 000 members across Washington state working in 
grocery store, retail, healthcare, food processing, and other industry jobs. Many of our 
members are immigrants and people of color. Our union includes members from Latino, 
African American, Asian, Russian and many more ethnic communities. Our workplaces truly 
represent the changing demographics of WA State. Our mission as a union is to fight for 
economic, political and social justice in our work places and in our communities. In order to 
achieve this justice we continually strive to insure that our members have a voice and a seat 
at the table. Achieving this justice requires that our members have fair representation not 
only in their work place and at the bargaining table, but also in the state house and congress. 
We know that when our members feel like they truly have a voice in the democratic process 
they are eager to become civically engaged. However, to often the major issues and needs in 
their communities are not adequately represented. A majority people of color district in 
South King County will best allow our members in the area to have their voice heard in 
congress. We urge you to accept the united for fair representation s unity maps and begin the 
process of establishing true democracy for all the communities in WA State. Sincerely Diane 
Zahn, Secretary Treasure. Thank you very much. 

8/9/11 Michael Woo     So Seattle   Testimony 21     Commissioners, I am currently the director of a community based organization here in south 
Seattle called Got Green. We are working to insure that the voices of the low income 
communities, particularly communities of color are heard in this whole green conversation to 
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insure that no communities are left behind. I am here to support the unity map. You come to 
hold a meeting in this community and I think that what you have heard tonight is no surprise 
to you. This is what a minority majority looks like. We’re active, we’re engaged, we’re civic 
minded and we’re looking to fully participate in the political process. This redistricting gives 
our communities and the voices of low income peoples of color in particular an opportunity 
to be heard on a much larger scale. We have the good fortune to be represented by 
legislators in both the 37th and the 11th district that reflect the interest of our community 
well. Not to say that they are legislators of color, because they not all are. They have many 
progressive views and what we are looking for is for you to not ignore the fact that this 
community or these communities that are the minority majority and certainly will be in this 
country in the future. Please enact a redistricting plan that includes and does not exclude 
their voice. Thank you. 

8/9/11 David Asher     So Seattle   Testimony 22     Thank you madam chair, members of the commission. I am a member of the Kirkland city 
council, but I am here this evening speaking as an individual. I appreciate the situation where 
everything starts to run together after a while, so I’ll be brief. The issues put forth by united 
for fair representation coalition make good points that their seems to be a viable community 
of interest for those propel  of color in king county sufficient to warrant the establishment of 
a CD that takes this into account in a meaningful way. A minority majority district if you will, 
whether it’s the new 10th district or not. I would ask that you develop an approach that 
responds to the issues raised by the coalition and seriously incorporate that approach in a 
horse trading that will have to occur before this is all over. On the LD level, my analysis shows 
that their sufficient density in the 41, and 48 LDs environments to realize this approach as 
well as the proposal offered by the unity maps. You have flexibility. You have a legitimate 
need. I recommend you take bold action to move forward in your deliberations this cycle. 
Thank you for your service and this unenviable task. Thanks. 

8/9/11 Frank Irigon     So Seattle   Testimony 23     Good evening. I am a resident to the city of New Castle. There is an irony in your slogan “Your 
voice, your vote”, when it truly does not apply to communities of color. When their voting 
strength is dissipated by the way congressional and LDs are drawn. Here is an opportunity for 
you to correct this unlawful situation. Also we have a strong voice in the state legislature, 
state representative bob os….. It is important to keep his district intact. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Joanna Cullen   Seattle So Seattle   Testimony 24     Good evening. Certainly I believe that if a racial or cultural group lives in a compact area that 
community should be kept together and not diluted. However, I believe that Gerrymandering 
in some cases in order to make a community of color or community of interest can be very 
problematic. I am testifying as a citizen currently living in the 37th LD. I have lived in the 43rd. 
I did not move, the lines moved.  The current configuration has not resulted in more minority 
representation as in the 43rd and the 37th there was more total minority representation prior 
to 1990 then there is now. Is the meantime the neighborhoods in the central district and 
Beacon Hill have been divided further with potential due to harm to those that it is designed 
to help. It makes it more difficult for residents to come together to advocate for their schools, 
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their pedestrian needs, their transportation needs, issues of public safety and other area 
needs. The only schools that closed were in the 37th district while the 43rd district 
representatives bragged that no schools in their districts closed.  They have a compact 
district. This situation can also be applied to the proposal to split Seattle to create a majority 
minority CD. This seems designed to insure that all the various ethnic minority groups will 
compete against each other and with those of your European Caucasian decent, rather than 
join together for all of the good and all the same area. Representative Phyllis Kenny has done 
a great job of representing her district without any gerrymandering of the special space. By 
purposely concentrating all minorities into non compact CD you may hurt their ability and 
their neighbors’ ability to influence policies related to the areas where they live. You heard 
the neighborhoods where they live. If you believe a certain threshold of population numbers 
are necessary for election you heard their chances of being elected in a number of different 
districts and not limited to just one. I live in the central district in one of the oldest continuous 
residential areas of Seattle and was asked to be considered a citizen of Seattle. To be drawn 
into the one Congressional district that you determine is Seattle. Please do not toss anyone 
out of Seattle. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Hamdi Mohamed     So Seattle   Testimony 25     I am currently a student at the University of Washington. I am a volunteer in the community. I 
am currently helping One America launch their Africans vote campaign. We are trying to get 
as many Africans to vote as possible this year, and what I have noticed is many immigrants, 
refugees, and people of color in the CDs feel disconnected from the house. Many of them feel 
like their votes don’t count and their concerns and issues are not prioritized. I think creating a 
majority people of color CD will help increase civic engagement and the community will feel 
like their voices are being heard. As an immigrant and a young voter and a student, it is 
important for my voice to be heard and the voices of my peers. Thank you for your time. 

8/9/11 Aileen T. Sison     So Seattle   Testimony 26     good evening commissioners. I am a 30 year old Filipino American woman living in White 
Center. It is one of the most culturally diverse areas in the area. I will make this short and 
sweet. Please acknowledge that we do need a more accurate and proportionate 
representation in the area. To crack a joke, white center I would really think it should be 
called “off white center” due to its 60 plus languages in the area. Thank you. Have a good 
night. 

8/9/11 Robert Kangas     So Seattle   Testimony 27     I live in Beacon Hill and I voted in the 11th LD. I am a proud member of the 11th LD 
democrats. I love my representation by legislators, but I have a small request. The 11th LD is a 
pretty long and “L” shaped district, making it very difficult for some of us Beacon Hillers to 
actually participate. We do have some common interest between, Beacon Hill, Renton, 
SeaTac and all of that. I would say that there are certain portions of our district in the 37th 
that probably have more common interests then let’s say Beacon Hill and Renton. There are 
parts of the 37th that would probably be better suited in the 11th. All that being said, I do 
have some neighbors who really don’t participate all that much in daily politics because it is 
so hard for them to get to meetings for instance. And to actually make their voices heard. I 
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know your job is hard and you’re going to have a lot to do in these coming months, just 
wanted to add another voice to the mix. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Yasmin 
Christopher 

    So Seattle   Testimony 28     First of all I’d like to say thank you for letting me speak today. I just want to talk a little about 
diversifying our political spectrum. I am an immigrant from Bangladesh, aspiring legal 
professional and a proud member of one America. Right now our state is comprised of a good 
majority that includes immigrants, refugees, and communities of color. Keeping our LDs as 
they are separated now negates the right and ability to elect officials with common interests 
and effectively organize our collective voice into a powerful force on the local and federal 
level getting us each further away from a truly representative of democracy. Please really 
look around. Our population base is already diverse. Our communities are only bound by 
jurisdictions that prevent us from grouping politically, leaving us no power base to elect a true 
political voice.  Such a voice will ultimately push our state forward. We have a chance to 
widen the avenues of communication between minority and majority communities allowing 
each to strengthen, form a relationship of mutual respect and understanding. It is essential at 
this point in WA states history that this states immigrants and communities of color be 
allowed to redraw lines, currently dictating their priorities and preventing hard working folks 
from electing representative s that are a chosen reflection in the hopes that we have invested 
here. All people deserve a voice in their government. Thank you very much. 

8/9/11 Emijah Smith     So Seattle   Testimony 29     Thank you for having this meeting. I don’t have a prepared speech or anything like that. But I 
have had the honor and privilege to get a lot of history from what other people have shared 
in their testimony. I am a native from Seattle. I am a traditional African American. What that 
means is I am not a refugee, I am not an immigrant, and my parents are not immigrants nor 
refugees. We are decedents of enslaved Africans that have come to this country. Through 
that history there has been a lot of blood and sweat and tears and a lot of lives. When you 
think about the history of the 1965 voting rights act, This opportunity, for me, to sit here, I 
feel is a privilege to even have this conversation because I understand my history and the 
opportunity to vote and participate in this democracy of our society. What I would like to see 
is that fairness and thoughtfulness is taken when you think about redistricting the lines. I live 
in the 37th district and I believe we have great representation at this point even though living 
in the 37th district, living in the 98118 zip code is so diverse. I would also like to see a minority 
majority, I don’t even care for those words, but I would like to see that happen, because I 
believe that is the process now and that was the history and the intent of this process. I just 
want to see that happen because for me, when I think about the history is to do the right 
thing. To split it and split the community as it has been done historically to dilute the vote and 
dilute the representation of the community is just wrong. I am here to speak from that 
aspect. Thank you for your time. 

8/9/11 Leno Rose-Avila     So Seattle   Testimony 30     My country tis of thee. America of thee I sing. You know lots of people are always trying to 
educate me about the Constitution. But what they forget about the Constitution that it was 
an incomplete document. That it never addressed properly the voting rights of blacks. It never 
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addressed the voting rights of women, and if Latino’s or Mexicans had been closer to the East 
they would have been excluded just the way blacks were. I think that our constitution has 
given us a challenge that we have not yet met today. If you would look at the way you 
constituted as a committee, there are no people of color of the voting members. There are no 
women. We need more women in the state legislature; we need more people of color. Not 
just because they are women or people of color, they need to be there. You know I kept 
hoping that when you made your opening address by the executive director one of the facts 
that you left out that’s really important for us as citizens is to talk about why do we have this 
Congressional seat? Who were the people who compromised the new population growth? 
Because it has been same across the country all those new congressional districts even in the 
deep south have been because of people of color. We need to address so that people know 
because at one time our immigrants came from the Nordic lands and we should have 
recognized it then. But now the composition of our country is changing. I think what we have 
to do is, we have to look at the way we encourage people to participate in democracy and the 
way you do that is by giving them a chance so they have people that look like them, act like 
them, live like them, have the same kind of aspirations, that they have a chance of being 
elected. In this America, in this state, we have to open that up because it is not going to turn 
back. You’re not going to have a reverse in the population. We are going to continue growing 
the way they are. All of us ought to embrace it. It doesn’t mean all of us are going to agree. A 
woman came up and said we are going to argue amongst ourselves, people of color. Well 
even in my own household we have those arguments, and those you have those with your 
spouse or your children. The thing is, we want to have that argument about who is going to 
be our congressman, who is going to be our legislator and should it be a man of color or a 
woman of color?  Those are the kinds of discussions we want to have. Across this country you 
will see people who are changing laws to suppress voters. Just the way they did in the south 
before we got the civil rights act. Now what you can do by creating good districts within the 
state legislature and good congressional districts you are going to say I believe in American, I 
believe in one vote for one person and we ought to have everyone participating. We want to 
participate. We want to encourage our communities to make America the best by giving 
everybody the chance to vote and a reason to vote. 

8/9/11 Sumeer Singla     So Seattle   Testimony 31     Good evening members of the commission my name is Sumere Singla I am here on behalf of 
Seattle city attorney Peter Holmes. I’m forwarding his statement for Mr. Holmes; 
unfortunately he couldn’t be here tonight. He is celebrating his anniversary, so I’m speaking 
on his behalf. My name is Pete Holmes and I am a long time Seattle resident currently I serve 
as city attorney for the city of Seattle. I am asking the commission to create a majority 
minority district that incumbeces this region. My wife Anna and I have lived in the Rainier 
Valley area for over 25 years. We have raised our two children here. We have developed long 
standing friendships and helped shape this community. In those 25 years we have seen many 
changes in our community. We have seen it develop into a vibrant neighborhood with great 
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parks and schools we have seen new and exciting businesses grown and flourish. The latest 
census data only confirms what we have witnessed over the last 10 years, demographics in 
our neighborhoods have changed for the better. We are more diverse and vibrant then we 
have ever been. In fact, I am proud to live in the most diverse zip code in the country it is only 
fitting a great and diverse with as many ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds as this area 
becomes the first minority majority district in Washington. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton So Seattle   Testimony 32     I have been to a couple of these hearings before, so you’re probably sick of seeing me and 
hearing me. Welcome to the 37th LD. There are many things in the 37th that do not make 
sense. Given the guidelines for this commission district got its shape. someone suggested it’s 
a question of default. Everything that was not put in other districts was thrown into the 37th. 
Others have suggested It is an intentional design so that there is electoral competition and 
create a daunting barrier to public participation. Since the district lines do not match those of 
any city, school system, library, county council district or congressional district. People are 
atomized and are confused who to complain to. While this mystery will not be solved the 
facts on the ground speaks for themselves. This district is missing almost 10,000 people. Its 
major employer Boeing has no effective representation in the state legislature. This is going 
to repeat events in 1946. Another reason my group has a reason to doubt this commission 
will follow the law. This public forum which is in the 37th which has one of the most highest 
concentration of orthodox Jews in this state was scheduled on one of the most important 
Jewish fast days also, in the proposed majority CD we see a cynical attempt to use the toxic 
issue of race to create a district in this state for a congressman from Ohio. After all there has 
been the example of the MLK school site, where race was used as a shield and a sword in a 
transaction that transformed what could have been the crowned jewel of the Madison Valley 
area into a source of light. I have   photographs to give you. Please remember in 1946 when 
the city of Renton practically shut down, because Boeing shut it down. I have articles for each 
of you from the Renton Reporter; I will give them to the executive director, on what is going 
to happen when they move the 737 production to South Carolina. Please note that I 
represent the republican fat cats in the 37th district. 

8/9/11 Asha Mahamad      So Seattle   Testimony 33     Thank you for being here. I am here tonight as a mom of four proud Washingtonians. I came 
to this country 18 years ago as a refugee. I became a citizen about 10 years ago. Since I have 
been in this country I have been a public servant for 18 years. I serve the poor, the homeless, 
the women that are battered. Leadership it’s to say what’s true and right. I think I came to 
this country because I read the constitution.  I came to this country because it believes life, 
liberty, and pursuit of happiness. I came to this country because as a woman I was equal to a 
man and I could work. I came to this country because I had the freedom of speech. I came to 
this country because it is the greatest country on the face of the earth. I came to this country 
because it was able to overcome enslavement, it was able to overcome women’s rights. 
America is a young country. But yet we came through a lot to the democracy that we have 
today. I am a progressive and I unapologetic about it. I am an American and I am not 
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apologetic about it. I think it is a great disgrace that in the 21st century we are still bound by 
race and still trying to talk our way out of this. I teach my kids that this is the greatest country 
to be. That race doesn’t matter because Dr. King died for it. We marched for it. But yet today 
for that battle to still be on is a disgrace. I am not going to sit here to advocate to say 
somebody like me has to represent me, but I am here to advocate that somebody that 
believes life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness is the American way to be. Equality of that 
process. That is what I am here to promote. That is what I believe. Tonight I hear the 
argument, but honestly who we are missing here are the working poor. We have lot of gate 
keepers; we have a lot of organizations. But the mother that works two jobs to put food on 
the table is not here. The father that is driving a cab is not here. The one that doesn’t speak 
English tonight is not here. We have a lot of special interest. That is status quo. We elected 
the first African American president because we wanted change. Change has to be the 
process, process has to change and be inclusive to everyone, everyone. Not because 
somebody has the mike and are the loudest in the room. 

8/9/11 Marvin Rosete     So Seattle   Testimony 34     Hi good evening, Thank you. Sorry for my dramatic entrance from the rear. This all goes on 
TVW, so I would like to thank all the staff as well. Speaking of thank you, I would like to thank 
all of you. I was working myself with King county redistricting. I understand the very hard job 
that it is. Also, I want to thank you for coming to this part of town. A few blocks away is the 
11th district. So again, thank you for coming and listening to all of our neighbors. You 
probably remember me from May when you came and testified at Renton Technical College 
this year. I am the vice chair for the 11th district. It is a pleasure to see all of you. I am here to 
testify on the 11th district boundaries and how they may look in respect with the population 
changes. You already heard from my chair Martha Kester and another one of 11th district 
members Rob Kangus on where they would like to go. Looking at the realities of population I 
understand that we will be losing parts of the 11th district. As one of those who would be 
able to look at the new maps. I am here to testify on how if we are unable to keep our 
boundaries how we would probably prefer and how those boundaries might look into the 
future. As mentioned before I testified the preference would be to keep all the 11th district 
together as we are now as we would have to expand, but  in those realities we know those 
neighbors in the 37th and 34th also have to do similar growth. So that means the 11th 
districts only choice is to move south and east into auburn, and maple valley. With that, there 
are other options that we would want to consider, for example, skyway being part of the 11th 
district as a future annexation to Renton. That would be because we’re looking at a unified 
Renton that would like to be part of one Legislative district. For example Renton is currently 
in four different legislative districts. It would be nice to keep it all in one district as much as 
possible. Second, would be we are right now in three district CD, 7th, 8th, and 9th, although it 
would be wonderful to have as much representation as possible. Given the majority of the 
cities that are there are smaller cities they would like singular representation. With my 
experience in working and talking with elected officials in the small cities such as Tukwila, in 
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Renton, in Burien and possibly Normandy Park, again we are looking at keeping it in the 7th. 
Specifically the 7th congressional and the 9th congressional. There are very few that are part 
of the 8th congressional. Even then, such representation from the Renton area would be very 
miniscule. It would be more efficient for the elected officials there and our future elected 
officials there to know they are going to one area. Again, reiterating on the uniting of Renton, 
one very special piece for me is that as a former resident here that use to live in Beacon Hill. If 
we were to lose population, I understand that Beacon Hill would probably be the first 
neighborhood lost if it were to be cut away from the 11th. If that were the case, my choice if 
we were to lose Beacon Hill would be to have Beacon Hill placed in the 37th district again as a 
former resident, I use to live right next to the Renton libraries near La Roza, which is less than 
a mile up the street. I feel that affinity with the politics here that are with the 37th that are 
along the lines with sewer park neighborhoods, with the international district. The same goes 
for the issues of transit and the people who are represented as again majority of who are 
here in this neighborhood are also people of color. I’m going along with One Americas theme 
tonight that would seem the most sense. There was talk about Beacon Hill possibly going to 
the 34th. Knowing those neighborhoods up there, there is a different disconnect once you 
start crossing the water going west of I5. So, again, with that, I want to say thank you for 
listening to me again. I’d like to thank the communications staff; I’m still awaiting my kit to 
bring all the maps to you on how this might look. I know that these maps that I would possibly 
present would be reflective of also how our neighbors would like to have a future, both 11th 
and 37th district. Thank you. 

8/9/11 Karen Maniraho     So Seattle   Testimony 35     I wasn’t originally signed up. I wanted to hopefully end this hearing on a hopeful note. One 
thing that I think that you guys are seeing is that the dynamic power of how we discuss issues 
in our state is changing. Part of that has been that youth have been coming to these forums 
telling you what they think. My name is Karen, I am a student at UW, and I work with one 
America. What I seen is that it hasn’t been that we are only asking for representation, but 
that our physical presence has been growing and expanding. That’s been represented in the 
census. Our presence means nothing if our voices aren’t heard. I think that one thing that I 
hope is being translated with these public forums is that there is ability for youth to, we’re 
not sitting back, not hearing what issues we are facing, but we are aware of an opportunity 
like this to come out and speak. Tell you we want our realities to change. One thing that we 
have known in our communities is that, we have been restricted. Not because we don’t have 
an elected official but also because we don’t have tools to articulate what we want, part of 
that is in a district, part of that is just within our communities of being able to organize way 
more than most groups need to and do that strategically. You have seen how this state has 
grown and how its demographics have diversified. As we expand what we want you to see is 
that our presence is physically growing but it is also kind of a metaphor in challenging the 
power structures that have oppressed us. The best way that I can think about it is if there is a 
line and our presence is growing, growing, growing, and hopefully it’s going to break that line 
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to a point. The breaking point is going to be a moment for you to realize, why is it that not 
only are they asking for their voices to be heard, but what forces cost those voices not to be 
heard in the first place. Hopefully by doing that we can poke some holes in the way people 
think about representation. So at this time I wanted to not only say that with our proposed 
unity map, we are hoping to gain an ally in this state and to hopefully unify with this state in 
some way because we live and work here too. By having these 19 forums, you have taken 
steps to not only speak and have our voices heard to literally create a space where our voices 
can be heard. That is very hopeful. I urge you not to only listen to our voices but also reflect 
on what forces our voices to be silenced and why only a marginalized few had to speak. The 
proposition of the 10th district as a district representing people of color isn’t about taking 
away privileges from districts around the state. It is about proving that we need to equalize 
the playing field that has put people of color on the bench. 

8/9/11 Tyrone Brown     So Seattle   Testimony 36     Thank you for this opportunity to speak here today. My name is Tyrone Brown, I am a Seattle 
native, born and raised. I actually heard about this forum last week via Facebook. I didn’t 
necessarily plan to attend, but I recognized it is my civic duty as well as voting to come out 
and speak.  I tried to just jot down a few notes based on a lot of the dialogue that I heard 
today and the little bit that I know about you as commissioners. I just wanted to first of all, 
put my support behind the Unity Map. I think there are things about it that speak to some of 
my concerns as a citizen. As I mentioned I live in Seattle, but what I recognized over the last 
few years is that many of my family and friends have been pushed further out into the south 
end, whether it’s Auburn. My mom lives in Auburn now. Kent, I have friends live there. My 
aunt and cousins live in Renton. In looking at what this map proposes, I have personal reasons 
for wanting them to make sure they are represented. The other thing too that I was thinking 
as I was sitting back there. South Seattle, South King County really represents change. It 
doesn’t represent stability that we might associate for one with North Seattle or other parts I 
think that change is a good thing. It is something we should embrace……silence…..where our 
state is going. It also represents where our country is going. That is just the reality of it. I think 
the proposal of the unity map really reflects the opportunity you have as a commission and 
the others who will be making this decision about redistricting, to really embrace that and get 
past their fears or misconceptions or misunderstanding about the people, whether they are 
immigrants or other people of color. It’s just a great opportunity. The final thing that I wanted 
to speak to is, along the same lines.  Hopefully this won’t sound too abstract. There is also this 
negative perception in relation to the south end. Whether it is around public safety, the fact 
that yes there are a lot of problems that certain communities are facing. I think that in the 
mist of that there is a lot of hope, a lot of innovation, a lot of progressive things that are 
happening. People need a signal that says what is happening there is positive. What is 
happening there is going to grow. What is happening there is going to make our city, our 
state, our country stronger and better? They say a lot of times, perception is everything. I 
think in this case, that is true. I want to lend my support to the Unity Map and thank you for 
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the time and energy you put into being in this commission. 

8/9/11 Libby Carr     So Seattle   Testimony 37     I did speak before. It’s been very interesting hearing everyone talk tonight. I very much 
appreciate the work of the counsel. Even though I think a lot of the conversation tonight has 
been around the lines of increasing minority majority, whatever that means, in the state 
legislature. I think many people of color or more people of color need to be represented in 
that body. I support that in terms of the questions of redistricting. What I really want to say in 
addition to that, it’s kind of like a matrix of these forces over laying each other. So much of 
politics in this country comes down to money these days. We look at what’s going on today in 
Wisconsin. This is a huge historic day in the state of Wisconsin. I think it will have implications 
across this country especially in the back drop of what’s just happened in congress and how 
disgusted we are. I think in terms of the population with our congressional representation. It 
boils down to money corporate interest, buying politicians, all over the place. That will 
continue until we get publically funded campaigns in this country. We have got to change our 
mindset about being able to have publically funded campaigns where you cannot have this 
huge amount of money buying politicians because of the amount of advertising that they can 
buy on television, or on the radio. Until we really understand that across all races in this 
country it’s not going to change. Maybe we will have a few more minorities in the legislative 
body, but I’m talking big picture here. We have got to understand how money influences 
politicians being bought and as long as we allow that to continue to happen we will not have 
representational government. So my call is to wake up. Thank you. 

8/10/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 
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no"east side" representation on the redristricting committee? 

9/2/11           Letter       Click to view document: Gerrymander Mania 

9/13/11 Van Anderson   Packwood   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

8     I have been studying the historic maps of legislative districts available from the Secretary of 
State's office and have noticed an anomaly that I believe should be considered when moving 
forward, which is that the Coulee Dam area does not seem to ever have been unified in a 
single legislative district.  This area can simply" -- "be simply defined by the boundaries of the 
Grand Coulee Dam School District and the K-through-8. Nespelem School District, whose high 
schoolers go to Grand Coulee Dam's Lake Roosevelt High School, which spans four counties:  
Okanagan, Douglas, Grant, and Lincoln Counties.  The very small city of Coulee Dam itself is in 
all but the Lincoln County.  As you move forward, this community is quite small.  This 
community is quite small with approximately 5500 people, but I believe its integrity should be 
respected in moving forward. 

9/13/11 Arianne Garden 
Vazquez 

      Olympia Online - As 
Read 

12     Delighted that real people's voices are taken into consideration.  Commissioners not just 
about drawing maps but community futures.  The fact that three out of four commissioners 
recognize the need for majority- minority congressional districts speaks to me the fact that 
democracy works, people's voices can be listened to, and the policies that address real needs 
and disparities in the community of color today. 

9/13/11 Barney Larson   Spokane     SM   5 3 Spokane needs someone who will represent its urban needs in Congress.  The Spokane urban 
area now has over 600K in population. Our congresswomen  focuses on her rural up bringing 
and has little of our urban needs.  We live next to Idaho. Idaho put a railroad refueling depot 
over  our only source of drinking water and it has leaked. Our rural focused congresswomen 
could have care less.  We need balance. Please help and look at us. Thank you. 

9/13/11 C. W. Crider, 
Executive Officer 

Skagit/Island Counties 
Builders Association 

Burlington     SM   2 10 First, I would like to thank the Redistricting Commission for their hard work.  This is not an 
easy task.  In looking at the Congressional proposals, they all look good but I am very 
concerned with changing the Second District area of coverage.  Former Senator Gorton 
suggests that the new 10th District encompass the area and continue over the mountains.  
Quite frankly, that doesn't make a lot of sense since Eastern Washington has different issues 
than Western Washington because of climate, etc.  Another concern is that with the inception 
of this new district in this area, we stand to lose our standing on some of the committees 
such as Armed Services Committee, etc.  I like the proposals that leaves Representative Norm 
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Dicks and Representative Rick Larsen's districts pretty much in tact.  Both of the gentlemen 
have well represented the military community that makes up a huge amount of the economy 
in the Puget Sound area.  Leaving those areas the way they are would be very beneficial to 
the continuance of military presence, and support in Western Washington.  I like the area 
around Olympia being the 10th District because it just makes sense to have that are be the 
new district.  Again, thank you all for your hard work.  I know it isn't easy.   

9/13/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford     SM     9 The slides in the Foster plan do not show the extreme east side of the state and that plan 
appears as both Foster's and the person above him, so we are missing one plan.  In General 
the plans for Spokane County are all examples of extreme gerrymandering.  Not at all happy 
with that. Not at all happy with Foster's CD map either. 

9/13/11 Tom Hilyard Tacoma Black 
Collective  

Tacoma   Olympia Testimony 1     I have been a part of a coalition of people-of-color communities, and it is my privilege to 
speak from that perspective and to speak from the perspective of the Tacoma-Pierce County 
black elective. Let me begin by saying we're proud that we have educated and encouraged 
our communities of interest to be involved in the 2011 redistricting process.  Over 500 Unity 
Map supporters have attended the various meetings, and 150 have testified.  And we've been 
at nearly every redistricting forum around the state. We have turned out our diverse numbers 
and members of our communities who care deeply about our democracy and want to make 
sure they are not sidelined by the often inaccessible political processes that have in the past 
ignored those communities. And it is exciting to hear the issue of communities of interest as a 
part of the narrative of the Commission in a number of the presentations of commissioners 
for the redistricting alternatives that will be discussed over the next 30, 45 days, and we 
expect to be a part of that discourse. The hundreds of testimonies given make the case for 
how communities of color in Yakima, Pierce County, and south King Counties share civic 
disenfranchisement and neglect in common.  These issues can be seen in questions of health, 
wealth, and education and are clearly demonstrated as a mutual interest of the communities 
of color and are very apparent in the gaping disparities when areas are compared one to 
another. With major issues impacting our communities like closing the educational 
achievement gap, addressing low birth rates, lack of maternal health, and high rates of 
diabetes, those especially living in south Seattle have more in common with those living in 
Kent or Federal Way than in north Seattle.  These communities should be given the 
opportunity to influence whether or not elected officials feel obligated to respond to the 
communities' needs and take action to reduce health, wealth, and educational disparities. We 
are committed to continue working with the commissioners and the legislature to make sure 
that this redistricting process does not simply become the same political process that 
regularly sidelines communities of color and communities in need from accessing services, 
participating in democracy, and ensuring that all of our communities move forward together. 
Thank you. 

9/13/11 Oscar Eason, Jr. NAACP     Olympia Testimony 2     Thank you very much, Commissioners.  My name is Oscar Eason, Jr., and I am president of the 
Alaska-Oregon-Washington State Area Conference of the National Association for the 
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Advancement of Colored People, the NAACP, and also chairman of the Washington State 
Commission on African American Affairs. And this is my second time coming before you, and 
I'm very encouraged this morning. The last time I appeared before you, I was encouraged by 
what I've heard.  And, of course, you -- if you'll remember, what I was supporting is the Unity 
Map, of which I think by now you're all familiar with because several people spoke on it. I 
think statistically about 25 percent of everybody in the state of Washington being a person of 
color is a contrast to what I think most of us who came to Washington in the earlier days -- 
when I came to Washington; we had less than 1 percent African-American.  So that, in fact, 
would be, I think, a benchmark from what -- from where I base my statement. I think Martin 
Luther King, Jr., said at the time in the 1950s when he was speaking about voting – he said 
blacks in the South are prohibited from voting; blacks in the North have no reason to vote.  
And, of course, what we are witnessing today and what we – I think what's being signified by 
this majority-minority district, I think, is exemplary of what we have been striving for a long 
time here in the state of Washington.  We now, if, in fact, this is come to fruition, we will have 
a minority-majority district. And in that regards, I think what we're entitled to is, in fact, a 
person of color being representative of that particular district. Now, if you look at the maps, I 
think there were at least two of these maps that signified -- that did show the majority-
minority district in the south King area or in the King area.  That's good. But if you look at the 
Unity Map, you'll see that the configuration is basically similar.  But we are encouraged by 
that and hope that goes through in the congressional district and hope that will be the 
benchmark from where you at least start to make a – or establish a minority-majority district 
in the state of Washington. Thank you very much.  The light's come on, and I feel like I should 
congratulate you for your hard work. And we really want to thank you for, you know, being at 
the very forefront and being aware of the concerns of the people of color in the state of 
Washington. Thank you so very much. 

9/13/11 Reverend Aaron 
Williams 

Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church 

Seattle   Olympia Testimony 3     Hi, my name is Aaron Williams. I serve as the senior pastor of Mount Zion Baptist Church, 
which is located in the 37th District. Okay.  First of all, I just want to thank you for the 
tremendous amount of work that each of you have done.  I know that you have taken a lot of 
the comments into consideration in how you have laid out the map for redistricting. Also, I 
notice as I looked at the map in terms of the first majority-minority district, it was basically 
identified in terms of Hispanics.  And -- but I think it's important that when you talk about 
minority- majority, you must also underline that with African- Americans, with East Africans, 
with Ethiopians, with all people of color.  I know that probably the Hispanic population is on 
the rise, but I think that we should also acknowledge African-Americans and other peoples of 
color within that district, as well. We see that some of the Commission's proposed maps do 
take into account the growth of communities of color.  And we are cautiously optimistic that 
this is a good starting point for the Commission to work with our communities in the process. 
I am optimistic.  I really appreciate all of the work that you've done, putting much thought 
into it. But we will continue to shepherd the proposal through this process as it moves toward 
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the completion on January 1st. Thank you. 

9/13/11 Reverend Robert 
Manaway 

Tabernacle Baptist 
Church 

Seattle   Olympia Testimony 4     Good morning.  Thank you so much for allowing me this opportunity to greet the 
Commission.  And my name is Robert L. Manaway, Sr. I am a resident of the City of Des 
Moines for 22 years.  I have been the senior pastor of the Tabernacle Missionary Baptist 
Church in the city of Seattle for 28 years, and I'm currently the president of the North Pacific 
Baptist Convention, which deals with overseeing the responsibility of approximately 28 
congregations from the Seattle area, Spokane, Yakima, Vancouver areas of our state.  So 
that's a very large constituent that we -- that we represent in that -- in that capacity. I am 
pleased for what I have heard today from the commissioners and especially the emphasis of 
the majority-minority.  It is so important for me and our communities and those who I 
represent that clear information communicated about the Commissions' adherence to or at 
least the invite and attention given to those minority populations are communicated as such. 
I came today with a completely different point of view, not being present at many of the 
Commission meetings.  And today hearing for myself and seeing the proposed maps gives me 
great hope.  My encouragement today with all the hard work that you've done is a clear 
follow-through.  I'd very much like to see the continuation, especially as we get to the final 
drafts of the redistricting, that those clearly represent what we have stated today in principal. 
Also, I would like to just say one word about how -- the perceived representation of our 
redistricting.  For those of us who are minorities, there are very few things that are perceived 
for us, that are real for us.  And I would like for the Commission to really understand that the 
health, the wellness, the poverty, all those issues for minorities, are very real.  And we would 
like to really have representation from that standpoint. I agree with everything that's been 
said by those who spoke before me.  My only hope for this commission is that there is a 
sincere follow-through as we go toward the drafting of that final draft and even more 
determination of clearly communicating what this commission is actually doing as it 
communicates back to those communities, especially the majority-minority communities. 
Thank you so much for this opportunity. 

9/13/11 Ada Williams 
Prince 

OneAmerica   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 5      Hi.  I've been with you a couple times now, and so, glad to see you again.  And I'm here on 
behalf of One America. Oh, wait.  Sorry.  I just forgot to introduce myself.  I'm Ada Williams 
Prince, and I'm here on behalf of One America and its members. And I think you know now 
that One America is a member-based organization and the largest immigrant advocacy 
organization in the state.  And our mission is to advance the fundamental principles of 
democracy and justice through building power in immigrant communities in collaboration 
with key allies. Our members are across the state and include immigrants and allies from 
multiple communities, including African, Latino, Asian, and many other ethnicities.  And what 
our members all share – what our members and allies all share, in spite of where they come 
from or where they were born, is this deep desire to participate in our democracy and to have 
their interests represented. We're proud that we have turned out real members of real 
communities across the state to speak about their priorities and how they can truly be 
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involved in shaping our communities and our democracies.  We turned out hundreds of 
people throughout the process at nearly every state -- every single redistricting hearing.  And 
these are people who care deeply about our democracy and want to make sure that they are 
not sidelined by an arcane political process that ignores them. Repeatedly our organization 
and its members have shared the importance of creating a Unity Map provided to the 
Commission by the United for Fair Representation coalition. And I just want to say thank you 
to those commissioners who have listened to the voice of the people and for all of your hard 
work, particularly Commissioners Ceis and Huff, who -- for recognizing the communities of 
interest, who have been historically underrepresented in the political process.  Some of the 
maps reflected what we have said is essential and reflect the shifts in demographics. The 
reality is that with major issues impacting our communities such as high rates of diabetes, low 
birth-weight rates, and lack of maternal health, closing the educational achievement gap, and 
other things, these communities should be given the power to influence whether or not 
elected officials feel obligated to respond to the communities' needs and take action. So 
we're cautiously optimistic that the plans recognize these communities of interest and that 
this will survive a vote in the legislature this fall. We'll be watching closely so that our 
communities won't be used as a bargaining ship during negotiations.  And we're committed to 
working with all of you on that. So thank you very much. 

9/13/11 Cherry Cayabyab United for Fair 
Representation 

    Olympia Testimony 6     Hello my name is Cherry Cayabayab and I represent the United for Fair Representation 
coalition, a coalition of community leaders and organizations across the state serving 
communities of color that have come together through this 2011 redistricting process. We 
are proud that we have educated and encouraged our communities of interest to be involved 
in the 2011 redistricting process.  We're excited that 500 Unity Map supporters have 
attended and 150 have testified at nearly every single redistricting forum around the state.  
We have turned out diverse members of our communities who care deeply about our 
democracy and want to make sure that we're not sidelined by an often inaccessible political 
process that often ignores them. We appreciate the difficult work of the commissioners and 
staff, who are giving their time and expertise to such an important process and have been 
present for these hearings around the state. We see that most of the commissioners' 
proposed maps do take into account the growth of communities of color in Washington state 
over the last decade that was concentrated primarily in King, Pierce, and Yakima Counties.  
We appreciate and would like to thank in particular the three commissioners that have 
proposed Washington state's first-ever majority-minority congressional district.  And thank 
you for listening to the voices of communities of color and Unity Map supporters who have 
come out to these redistricting forums and who have also submitted online public comment. 
We are cautiously optimistic that this is a good starting point for the Commission to work 
with our communities in this process.  We will continue to shepherd our proposal through 
this process as it moves forward to completion on January 1st. We're committed to continue 
working with the commissioners and the legislature to make sure that this redistricting 
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process does not simply become the same political process that regularly sidelines 
communities of color and communities in need from accessing services, participating in 
democracy, and ensuring that all of our communities move forward together. Thank you. 

9/13/11 Yemane 
Gebremicael 

East African Coalition     Olympia Testimony 7     Thank you very much.  My name is Yemane Gebremicael. This is my third time to come and 
testify before this commission.  And I want to say that I was a proud American.  I am a proud 
American.  I came to this country 18 years ago from Ethiopian.  Today I feel still more proud 
because of what I've heard today. I, myself, and the people who I represent, the East African 
community, organizations, and people, we believe that you have taken our voices seriously.  
We believe it still continue.  We believe that this will be properly instituted in everything that 
this state is going to do in this legislature and everything that's -- in making sure that people 
are included in the democracy of this country are included in everything that we do. Thank 
you very much. 

9/13/11 Marianne Lincoln School Board, Bethel Spanaway   Olympia Testimony 9     My name is Marianne Lincoln, I am not testifying as a Bethel School Board member, but I am.  
I'm just going to say that a thought came to me as I'm listening to all these people talk about 
the majority-minority district. There's a lot of them, and they seem to be very well organized.  
I also tend to lean toward the liberal side or the progressives, and so I favor a lot of what they 
believe in. But I also feel that when you put all the horses in the corral, the cows have the 
field to themselves. And I don't believe it's a good idea to take a lot of minority people, put 
them in one district, and dilute every other district around them that may otherwise have 
more progressives. And I think that I want to remind them not to shoot themselves in the foot 
doing that because I think a large quantity of them tend to lean a certain direction.  And I just 
think if it's too majority-minority, they hurt a lot of the rest of us that also maybe lean in their 
favor and would definitely vote for a minority representative to represent us. And I just felt 
very strongly compelled to say those words based on some of the maps that I saw that seem 
to give them what they want and hurt a lot of areas around them. I'm from the 2nd 
Legislative District.  And I know one way or the other we're going to be carved up one side 
and down the other and put somewhere else.  And not looking forward to any of this. But 
thank you. 

9/13/11 Zach Smith, 
TCDCC  

      Olympia Testimony 10     Hi.  My name is Zach Smith, I just wanted to make a point that I think that constituencies are 
better served when the representative doesn't have to look over their shoulder a lot and say, 
"Hey, how are the voters going to judge me on this issue when I take a vote or other?"  In 
other words, when we have districts that are solid with one constituency, we have better 
representation rather than so-called swing districts, where the populations are split or the 
districts are split between one viewpoint on issues and another. And I just think our 
government would work of better if we have elected officials that didn't always have to look 
over their shoulders. That's it. 

9/13/11 Wallace Webster 
II 

Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church 

Seattle   Olympia Testimony 11      Thank you.  My name is Wallace, And I also want to thank this commission for your insights 
into the need for the majority-minority district.  We have been a -- the people of color in this 
state, which I have been a part of for probably 49, almost 49 years, we have not had a foot to 
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shoot in our time here. And I know Commissioner Gorton knows what happens when people 
feel like they are not part of a system. I'm sure he understands Syria, I'm sure he understands 
the people of Egypt, and he understands the people of Libya and what -- how they felt about 
their government because of a lack of the ability to participate. And what you are doing here 
today is providing hope for people who have been left out, people who have not had the 
opportunity to have the vote, to participate in the government of this state.  And I want to 
encourage you to do what you're doing -- continue doing what you're doing simply because 
when you have hope, you have aspiration.  And when you have hope, you believe.  And when 
you believe, you participate. And that's what this -- that's what this state needs, is not people 
who are feeling left out and feel that they have no ability to influence our government but 
who feel that they can participate and encourage our government to do the right thing for all 
people of this state. And so I want to congratulate you for your insight, congratulate you for 
your sensitivity to the needs of this state and the citizens of this state. And please let the final 
map reflect what we have heard here today. Thank you very much. 

9/13/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 1     Hello, I heard a statement that the maps will be on the website by 2pm? They were very hard 
to see via live stream.  Then we can submit testimony via email? 

9/13/11 Van Anderson   Packwood   Olympia Webcast 2     I have been studying the historic maps of legislative districts available from the Secretary of 
State's office, and have noticed an anomaly that I believe should be considered when moving 
forward, which is that the Coulee Dam area does not seem to ever have ever been unified in a 
single legislative district. This area can be simply defined by the boundaries of the Grand 
Coulee Dam school district, and the K-8 Nespelem school district (whose high schoolers go to 
Grand Coulee Dam's Lake Roosevelt High School) which spans four counties: Okanagan, 
Douglass, Grant, and Lincoln counties - the very small city of Coulee Dam itself is in all but 
Lincoln county. As we move forward, This community is quite small  

9/13/11 Van Anderson   Packwood   Olympia Webcast 3     continued: This community is quite small, ~5500 people, but I believe its integrity should be 
respected moving forward. 

9/13/11 Arianne Garden 
Vazquez 

      Olympia Webcast 4     Delighted that real peopl's voices were taken into consideration Commissioners not just 
about drawing maps, but community's futures. The fact that 3 out of 4 Commissioners 
recognized the need for majority-minority Congressional District speaks to the fact that 
democracy works, peopl's voices can be listended to and that policies that address the real 
needs and disparities in communities of color today. 

9/13/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 5     Can you clarify the rest of the process? the 4 commissioners will now try to come to a 
consensus on 1 plan by nov 1? and what level or amount of changes can the legislature make 
to that final map? thank you for all the hard work 

9/13/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 6     I'm not opposed to the idea of the majority-minority district, but I notice its creation results in 
the surrounding districts looking less compact and sensible. Is there anyway to resolve this? 
Furthermore, many minorities would presumably be immigrants who are not yet voters, and 
I'm guessing the proposed districts would still have a majority of their voters be white. Is 
there any reason to think this district would actually elect a minority? 
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9/13/11 Bryan Myrick       Olympia Webcast 7     1) Bryan Myrick, representing NW Daily Marker. General question for the Commission: Now 

that we have seen the proposed maps, what is the Commissionâ€™s schedule to negotiate 
down to two final maps? 

9/13/11 John Fannin Daily Sun News Sunnyside   Olympia Webcast 8     With the focus on transportation corridors in at least one of the plans, does this mean we will 
have greater access to passenger rail in central washington? Currently the only rail access to 
Seattle is a six-hour trip via Pasco to Portland to Seattle. 

9/13/11 Bryan Myrick       Olympia Webcast 9     2) Bryan Myrick, representing NW Daily Marker. Question for Commissioner Ceis: After so 
much testimony during the public forum phase from advocates for a majority-minority district 
in South Seattle, will the Commission continue a dialogue with minority communities to 
address concerns that some of the maps presented today might be interpreted as an effort to 
â€œcrackâ€ � minori             
construction of safer Democratic districts? 

9/13/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 10     Nansen Malin, from twitter (@Nansen) and NW Daily Marker. I also live in Pacific County.  
Question: The Democrat commissioners want to take Pacific County out of the 3rd 
Congressional District.  Please comment as to the reasons. 

9/13/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 11     Hello, are you accepting my question? 
9/13/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 12     thank you 
9/13/11 Andrew 

Villeneuve 
      Olympia Webcast 13     Andrew Villeneuve, representing NPI. Will the commission strive to prevent cities from being 

split in the final maps? It seems most or all of these preliminary proposals do a better job of 
keeping cities together than the current boundaries. 

9/13/11 Mike Faulk Yakima Herald Yakima   Olympia Webcast 14     Mike Faulk of the Yakima Herald-Republic. Question for the three commissioners who have 
proposed majority minority districts: A key element of the argument in favor of majority 
minority districts is the idea of protecting minority interests from racially polarized voting. 
Were your proposals for majority minority districts in central Washington swayed by the 
perception of racially polarized voting in these areas? 

9/13/11 Eli Sanders The Stranger Seattle   Olympia Webcast 15     Any of you want to offer a theory as to why the two Republicans on the commission appear 
more interested in a majority minority Congressional District than the two Democrats? 

9/13/11           SM   5 3 Commissioner Gorton: I believe that dividing Spokane is just silly.  However, Spokane and the 
Tri-Cities do have a common interest unique in Eastern Washington, along with Pullman. (And 
even Moses Lake as it becomes higher tech.)  Putting all of Spokane in the 5th, along with 
Pullman [of course], the Tri-Cities, and then Moses Lake if needed for population count.  

9/13/11           SM   5 6 Commissioner Ceis: I believe that Spokane and the Tri-Cities should be put together with 
Pullman.  (I live in Spokane and have a business in Kennewick.)  Perhaps Pend Oreille and 
Stevens County could be thrown in, but tying together Spokane, Pullman, Walla Walla, and 
WSU, Tri-Cities makes the most sense to me. 

9/13/11           SM   5 3 Commissioner Foster: I live in Spokane and have a business in Kennewick, and I believe that 
Spokane, Pullman, and WSU-Tri-Cities should be in the same district as a sort of "Eastern 
Washington knowledge zone," and Moses Lake could fit (or not), too. Pend Oreille and 
Steven's County could be thrown into the 5th for population reasons, but the 4th should be 
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the "ag zone" and the 5th should be the "high tech" zone. 

9/13/11 Rich Soborowicz   Covington     SM   8   Commissioner Gorton: I like this plan the best becuase it is keeping with the current districts.  
I live in the 8th and the other plans include to much area in the East.  That is not keeping us 
folks together. 

9/13/11 Heather Hansen   Olympia     SM   3 22 Commissioner Gorton: This is by far the most coherent plan.  It keeps similar geographic areas 
together.  The other three proposals all try to merge eastern and western in one district 
Washington.  In that scenario, one side or the other is guaranteed to fell disenfranchised. 

9/13/11           SM   5 3 I live in Spokane and have a business in Kennewick, and I think that Spokane, Pullman, and 
the Tri-Cities should be joined in one community of interest. (And, in deference to Whitman, 
of course, Walla Walla would be in that "Brainy Triangle" as well as Spokane and WSU-
TriCities.)  (I live near GU.) 

9/13/11 Ryan Grant   Medical Lake     SM   5 7 Commissioner Gorton: This plan absolutely decimates the third legislative district.  Combining 
Downtown Spokane and the West Plains is just silly. 

9/13/11 Julian Hale   Elk     SM   5 7 Commissioner Gorton: Is the point of this plan to see just how much disruption you can cause 
in eastern Washington?!? Keep rural districts rural, and urban/suburban districts 
urban/suburban!  The people in rural areas have different interests than the people in urban 
or even suburban areas, and will be screwed by this proposal. 

9/13/11 Nicholas   Seattle     SM   7 46 Commissioner Gorton: This is an abomination of gerrymandering, along with all other four 
maps. I can't believe the eighth was extended along I-90 into Eastern Washington. How in the 
world does that propagate 'communities of interest'? Skiers going to Snoqualmie Pass? 
Truckers going on to Spokane? What's the point of the ridiculous amount of city splitting and 
why is the Eastside split so many needless ways? It's blatent gerrymandering and I don't take 
from Republicans or Democrats. Lura Powell should reject this map, unless city splits are 
minimized, while keeping the relative small amount of county splits. In addition, the eighth 
should not be extended out into Eastern Washington. I know it's either the third or the 
eighth, but honestly, the third should just take all of Skamania, Klickitat, and the rural parts of 
Yakima county. I won't even try to explain why you've taken it upon yourself to create a 
minority-majority district, the involves splitting both Seattle and Eastside communities of 
interest. Sure, in due time, Washington will probably end up getting a majority-minority 
district, but the one you have created is splitting larger communities of interest, to get one 
that only has limited support.  In conclusion, I have drawn considerably more fair maps, with 
districts that keep communities of interest together, while still minimizing city and county 
splits. These districts are not gerrymandered with A) a purpose to preserve incumbents and B) 
to unfairly better Republicans (in your case) or Democrats (in the other commissioner's 
cases). I expect more from commissioners that will be deciding how Washington will be 
represented in the Capital. The slim faith I've been holding onto that here in Washington we 
can put the 'other' Washington's political petiness will be dashed if this anathema of a 
congressional redistricting plan is accepted.  Thanks for your time to 

9/13/11 Bob Northrup   Lacey     SM   9 22 Commissioner Ceis: I like your plan. I don't like Lacey being separated from Olympia, and I do 
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not like Olympia being combined with Vancouver. 

9/13/11 Erik Heino   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Ceis: I have to say I like your plan. You add the new 10th where it really needs 
to be around Olympia, while leaving other CDs as intact as can be given the new district and 
the shift in population. The 8th is a good place to bridge the mountains with the I-90 
connection, and makes for a more uniform district for Dave Reichert while also making the 
districts to the west more coherent. I particularly like that Kitsap County is no longer divided. 
On a personal note, my CD and LD remain unchanged, so of course I like that.  Unfortunately, 
you'll have to compromise with at least one of the Republicans to get to a final plan. I suspect 
that Slade Gorton's plan is going to get the most traction, because it produces fairly compact 
districts. But his plan has some bizarre changes in the first and second CDs--I don't think 
there's any overlap between the two versions of CD 1 (putting me in Rick Larsen's district). I 
can't see how it's possible to compromise Gorton's vision with any of the other plans. I like his 
renumbering idea though.  Tom Ruff commits egregious acts of gerrymandering in the 7th 
and its neighboring districts, but if you can hold the line there he's probably got more to 
compromise with to end up with something closer to your take. But if I had my way I'd take 
your plan with Gorton's renumbering. I played around with an online redistricting app so I 
know how hard this is even without the political pressures. Good work. 

9/13/11 Joanne Glasgow   Renton     SM   8 47 Commissioner Gorton: Cannot get the maps to download! 
9/13/11 Catherine Foster   Olympia     SM   3 22 Commissioner Foster: This is the plan that makes sense.   (BTW, I am NOT related to Dean 

Foster.) 
9/13/11 Anonymous         SM   8 41 Commissioner Huff: Good points: Olympic peninsula is mostly together.  The former strange 

cross puget sound district #1 has moved all on one side.  South west district no longer 
includes any parts of Thurston county  Voters in north foothills disctrict will appreciate not 
having Bellingham or Everett in their district, The old district 2 appeared to have been 
designed intentionally to disenfranchise rural voters.  This fixes that.  Bad points:  Ellensburg 
is in same district as Bellevue.  Ellensburg residents won't be amused.  They have little in 
common with eastside.  Districts other than district 3 which follows the columbia river should 
not span the cascades as there is little contact between areas on opposite sides of the 
mountains.  Kirkland is in same district as seattle.  (might be ok, but strange to have a cross 
lake district)  Seattle which had the least growth of all districts gets two congressional reps.  
Should be all in one district.  This is unjustifiable.  District 10 should not split Auburn.  Put all 
Auburn into the sounth puget sound district (#10) and put Renton highlands and Newcastle 
into same district as Bellevue. 

9/13/11 Bethany A Heath Providence Sacred 
Heart Medical Center 

Spokane     SM   5 6 Commissioner Ceis: This is amazingly well drafted--very happy with it! 

9/14/11 Lembhard Howell   Seattle     Letter       Letter from Lembhard Howell 

9/14/11 Bill Harrington   Graham     SM   8 2 Keep most of the 2nd LD in Pierce. Bi-county conformation makes it hard to organize.  Put the 
10th in Olympia - Thurston County. 8th CD is too crazy to meaningfully comment upon.  Send 
a message to County Auditors - small numbers of voters needed for precincts. 1,500 is a sad 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0036.pdf
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joke and defeats any meaningful organizing at gressroots level. 

9/14/11 Brent Wolters   Ferndale     SM   2 42 I'd like to commend the commission for the hard work that they've put into this.  In my 
opinion, the big question is...   What to do with the roughly 150,000 residents of Eastern WA 
that will need to be connected with a mostly Western WA district.   I believe that the plan 
offered by Gorton provides the best solution.  The three counties of Okanagan, Douglas & 
Chelan provide the right number of people.  And it will be easy for voters in those three 
counties to adapt because none of these counties will be divided.  While these three counties 
are very different from Whatcom & Skagit Co., they do have a lot in common.  All are strong 
in Agriculture and all have a growing Hispanic population.  In fact, Skagit County has the 
largest Hispanic population per capita in Western Washington.  As a father of three Spanish 
speaking American children, with a small but growing farm in Western Washington this is very 
important to me.  While the mountains do create a beautiful divide.  The east & west counties 
are easily connected by Highway 20 or Highway 2.  Thank you. 

9/14/11 Jim Duncan         SM   6 26 can't read the presentation by Ceis/Foster - don't have powerpoint and open office says it is 
corrupt.  Whether I agree with the content or not (mixed bag), the pdf presentations for 
gorton and huff are usable.   

9/14/11 Marshall 
Hampton 

  Tacoma     SM       The PDF maps are horrible to read. Can't you do a better job of defining the districts on these 
maps? 

9/14/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 I just wanted to let you know I appreciate your leadership, outreach, and projection of even-
handedness.  Redistricting is important and doing the process in an open environment with 
good information easily available on the Internet is a wonderful quality.  State legislative 
maps were fairly clear with the thick red lines, but I'm having trouble reading the 
Congressional maps with dark blue boundary lines compared to black county lines.  Consider 
making boundary lines red on those as well.  Thanks again to you and the committee and 
looking forward to the evolving conversation. 

9/14/11 Obie DJ O'Brien, 
Commissioner 

County, Kittitas Ellensburg     SM   4 13 Chair ,  I applaud the creativity to find a workable solution to the need to redistribute 
population equitably submitted by Senator Gordon. Putting the new district on the north of 
the state takes into the account the concerns voiced in Eastern Washington. I work in Kittitas 
County and we are very concerned about having any of our voices heard if we are assimilated 
into the 8th district. There is nothing of note that is similar between western Washington and 
eastern Washington. The only connection is Interstate 90 and it's more federal. What can I do 
to communicate my support for this concept? 

9/14/11 Sandor Toth University of 
Washington 

Seattle     SM   8 5 Dear Chair,  The redistricting process does not have to be a political one. Given the criteria 
about compactness and population representation and minority representation, as dictated 
by the Supreme Court, a straightforward mathematical solution can be found using integer 
programming. I am an assistant professor at the University of Washington working on 
combinatorial optimization problems similar to the redistricting problem. In addition, one of 
my colleagues at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (Prof. Hayri Onal) has already 
solved the redistricting problem for the state of Illinois. Here is the report: 
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http://igpa.uillinois.edu/system/files/Rethinking-Redistricting-IGPA-Report_0.pdf . See page 
17.  If your commission is serious about a neutral redistricting process, you should allow 
mathematics to be in the driver's seat and not be influenced by the wants of people who have 
the time to fill out this form. My contact information is below. Feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions. 

9/14/11 William Good   Washougal     SM   3 15 Keep the 947 precinct with it's natural constituency, not the 15th.  Recently I tried to 
persuade our senators and representative to support my position on schools.  Basically they 
told me they didn't need my vote and could care less about my concerns. For the same 
reason I would like the 947th to stay in the 3rd district however it is reconfigured 

9/14/11     Olalla     SM   6 26 I live in Olalla. I would love it if Norm the war monger Dicks no longer represented me, not 
that he ever has. 

9/14/11           SM       No recommendations, rather a comment.  I was able to watch most of the public hearings 
online and would like to provide a "thank you" to the Chair of the Commission.  Lura Powell 
did a wonderful job in her role, and her efforts are very much appreciated in this public 
process! 

9/14/11           SM   8 41 I feel that Bellevue should be kept intact as a city in a congressional district,  It is an urban, 
>40% non US born professionall city,  if it is split with part going with So King Co and  Nor or 
East King Co,  it gets diluted and ends up being mixed with a rural working class areas.  The 
41st can be a swing district,  generally with elected officials from mercer Island, occasionally 
bellevue/renton. I do not feel I have similiar interests to folks from  So King County/Tacoma 
area, 

9/14/11 Anonymous         SM       Commissioner Foster: Good points:  Seattle is all in one district  No cross puget sound discticts 
like old district 1  Vancouver and Olympia are not in the same district anymore.  Snoqualmie / 
Skykomish valleys are not split across two districts anymore  Having a north seattle suburbs 
district makes some sense as these areas have a lot in common, but it would make more 
sense to put Mukleteo and Everett in same district with Lynnwood, and put Issaquah, 
Samamish and maybe Redmond with Bellevue.   Bad points:  Cascades district is very 
awkward.  Auburn and Wanatchee are in the same district and have nothing in common.  
Tacoma area is split across two districts.  Federal way should be with Tacoma, not with 
Bellevue. 

9/14/11 Jim Duncan          SM       Commissioner Ceis: This appears to be the most awkward of the four congressional maps.  
About the only good points are that Seattle is not divided and Olympia is not in the Vancouver 
district anymore.  Problems.  Tacoma is split three ways. I could understand splittling a county 
but splitting a city into more than two discticts?  That's just inexcusable.  Cross cascade 
district is awkward.  Putting skykomish valley in that district is alright .. the upper parts will 
appreciate not being with king county, but Auburn does not have anything in common with 
the rest this district.  Bellevue is divided in half.  A north seattle suburbs area makes sense for 
a district, but that district should not include areas that have little in common with those 
communities. Lynnwood district should include Everett and if necessary Snohomish or 
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Marysville..  Make Bellevue, Newcastle, Samamish, Issaquah and Renton one district along 
with the parts of the cascade district that are west of the cascade mountains.  Put Federal 
way with Tacoma and if possible Auburn too. 

9/14/11           SM   6 26 Commissioner Foster: Hi,  this is my preferred start for a plan.  I live in the 6th district and this 
seems to group people together for the west puget sound area much better than currently.  I 
would prefer to remove the Tacoma, fircrest, University Place, etc and add Vashon, Island 
County and San Juan County because we all are so very dependent on the ferry system.   

9/14/11 Anonymous         SM   8 41 Commissioner Gorton: Good points ...  Olympia not in Vancouver district anymore  Bad points  
Seattle is divided into two districts.  The old Seattle district was the lowest growth district in 
the state; doesn't make sense to give it two districts.  Worse, Bellevue, which is the fastest 
growing and most prosperous part of the state is put in the the same district as South Seattle 
and Burien (with are frankly the cesspools of the state).  Bellevue residents will not be 
amused.  Keep Seattle together in one district.  And keep bellevue, Issaquah, newcastle and 
renton together.   To fix these suggest that Lynnwood move from district 7 to district 2.  Put 
Redmond into district 1.  And move South seattle and areas south of seattle and west of I-5 
into district 7  North cascades district is also awkward.  Okanagan and San Juan islands don't 
have much in common and don't belong together.  Can the islands go into district 2? And 
maybe snoqualmie valley go into 10? 

9/14/11           SM   8 48 This by far the worst congressional plan among the four presented. Specifically, the 8th 
Congressional District crosses the Cascades and and is shaped in the foothills on the wet side 
of the Cascades in a shape that smacks of blatant gerrymandering. As result, the shape of the 
9th Congressional District is also a "gerrymander" on it's north side. If this commission is 
going to engage in such tactics, we might as well not even have a commission and return your 
responsibilities to elected officials. They probably wouldn't do any worse than this. 

9/14/11 Matthew   Camas     SM   3 18 I love this Legislative plan. Right now I live in the 18th and with this plan I would still live in the 
18th. So I would recommed apporoval of this plan. Thank you. 

9/14/11 Justin   Tacoma     SM   6 27 Commissioner Gorton: Way to gerrymander spokane and the puget sound Mr. Gordon.  
Spokane looks nothing like it used to and you even flipped the actually physical districts of the 
6th and 3rd.  O and I enjoy the way you oddly cut up Tacoma and a tip of Pierce county to fit 
into the 30th LD.  Its a clear gerrymander! Pathetic and it sucks! 

9/14/11           SM   5 6 Commissioner Gorton: With all due respect, the carving up of Spokane for state legislative 
district purposes makes no sense whatsoever from a natural geography perspective.  The 
proposed 6th district (in which I would remain) looks like it's trying to swallow the proposed 
4th district.  Massive fail. 

9/14/11 Bruce Ryan   Bellevue     SM   8 48 Commissioner Huff: I *HATE* Commissioner Huff's plan -- it disenfranchises the people of 
Bellevue by putting us in a district with others who do not share our concerns and who 
outnumber us. Bellevue is a rapidly growing, rapidly urbanizing, diverse community -- we 
have about as much with Cle Elum, Ellensburg, and Wenatchee as we do with Mars. It is 
ridiculous to group us with those communities instead of the Eastside Seattle communities 
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with which we share common issues. The 8th district is already a mess, but Commissioner 
Huff's plan is gerrymandering at its WORST from a Bellevue perspective. I'm fine with any of 
the three other plans (I slightly prefer Senator Gorton's), but if Commissioner Huff wants 
Dave Reichert and the 8th District to represent rural Washingtonians then leave Bellevue (and 
this voter) out of those plans. I would like a district where my candidate has to justify his re-
election, not be guaranteed another term because of his district map. 

9/14/11 Bruce Ryan   Bellevue     SM   8 48 Commissioner Gorton: I *HATE* Commissioner Huff's plan -- it disenfranchises the people of 
Bellevue by putting us in a district with others who do not share our concerns and who 
outnumber us. Bellevue is a rapidly growing, rapidly urbanizing, diverse community -- we 
have about as much with Cle Elum, Ellensburg, and Wenatchee as we do with Mars. It is 
ridiculous to group us with those communities instead of the Eastside Seattle communities 
with which we share common issues. The 8th district is already a mess, but Commissioner 
Huff's plan is gerrymandering at its WORST from a Bellevue perspective. I'm fine with any of 
the three other plans (I slightly prefer Senator Gorton's), but if Commissioner Huff wants 
Dave Reichert and the 8th District to represent rural Washingtonians then leave Bellevue (and 
this voter) out of those plans. I would like a district where my candidate has to justify his re-
election, not be guaranteed another term because of his district map. 

9/14/11 Bruce Ryan   Bellevue     SM   8 48 Commissioner Ceis: I *HATE* Commissioner Huff's plan -- it disenfranchises the people of 
Bellevue by putting us in a district with others who do not share our concerns and who 
outnumber us. Bellevue is a rapidly growing, rapidly urbanizing, diverse community -- we 
have about as much with Cle Elum, Ellensburg, and Wenatchee as we do with Mars. It is 
ridiculous to group us with those communities instead of the Eastside Seattle communities 
with which we share common issues. The 8th district is already a mess, but Commissioner 
Huff's plan is gerrymandering at its WORST from a Bellevue perspective. I'm fine with any of 
the three other plans (I slightly prefer Senator Gorton's), but if Commissioner Huff wants 
Dave Reichert and the 8th District to represent rural Washingtonians then leave Bellevue (and 
this voter) out of those plans. I would like a district where my candidate has to justify his re-
election, not be guaranteed another term because of his district map. 

9/14/11 Bruce Ryan   Bellevue     SM   8 48 Commissioner Foster: I *HATE* Commissioner Huff's plan -- it disenfranchises the people of 
Bellevue by putting us in a district with others who do not share our concerns and who 
outnumber us. Bellevue is a rapidly growing, rapidly urbanizing, diverse community -- we 
have about as much with Cle Elum, Ellensburg, and Wenatchee as we do with Mars. It is 
ridiculous to group us with those communities instead of the Eastside Seattle communities 
with which we share common issues. The 8th district is already a mess, but Commissioner 
Huff's plan is gerrymandering at its WORST from a Bellevue perspective. I'm fine with any of 
the three other plans (I slightly prefer Senator Gorton's), but if Commissioner Huff wants 
Dave Reichert and the 8th District to represent rural Washingtonians then leave Bellevue (and 
this voter) out of those plans. I would like a district where my candidate has to justify his re-
election, not be guaranteed another term because of his district map. 
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9/14/11 Robert L. 

Ransom, Retired 
Mayor 

City of Shoreline Shoreline     SM   1 32 Commissioner Gorton: The Cities of Shoreline, Kenmore, Lake Forest Park,Bothel, and 
Kirkland have much in common. Gordon did recommend them in one legislative district, but it 
appears that he included them with Seattle for that congressional district.I strongly 
recommend that Shoreline be included with other small cities and NOT with Seattle. 

9/14/11 William Good   Washougal     SM   3 15 Commissioner Gorton: Keep the 947 precinct out of the 15th district and keep it in the 3rd 
Congressional district 

9/14/11 Robert L. 
Ransom, Retired 
Mayor 

City of Shoreline Shoreline     SM   1 32 Commissioner Ceis: It appears that they are dividing up the City of Shoreline into part 
Congressional District 7 and Part Congressional District (1). The issue is dividing up the City of 
Shoreline into different districts. 

9/14/11 William Good   Washougal     SM   3 15 Commissioner Ceis: Keep the 947th precinct out of the 15th legislative district and keep it in 
the 3rd Congressional district. 

9/14/11 William Good   Washougal     SM   3 15 Commissioner Foster: Keep the 947th precinct out of the 15th legislative district and keep it 
in the 3rd Congressional district. 

9/14/11 William Good   Washougal     SM   3 15 Commissioner Huff: Keep the 947th precinct out of the 15th legislative district and keep it in 
the 3rd Congressional district. 

9/14/11 Robert L. 
Ransom, Retired 
Mayor 

City of Shoreline Shoreline     SM   1 32 Commissioner Foster: The City of Shoreline is combined with eastside small cities is wise. Do 
NOT combine it with Seattle as others suggest 

9/14/11 Robert L. 
Ransom, Retired 
Mayor 

City of Shoreline Shoreline     SM   1 32 Commissioner Huff: It is good to keep Shoreline with other small cities for Legislatiive 
districts, and not combine it with Seattle. 

9/14/11 Robert L. 
Ransom, Retired 
Mayor 

City of Shoreline Shoreline     SM   1 32 Commissioner Huff: I disagree with including Shoreline with the northern half of Seattle in the 
7th Congressional district. Seattle should be kept together in one congressional district, and 
the small Cities should be kept together in a different Congressional District. 

9/14/11 Kurt F. Hanke, 
President 

Turbocraft, Inc. Everett     SM   2 38 Commissioner Gorton: Rather than throw the 38th under the bus, I would like you to consider 
the following compromise:  With good candidates we are only losing by 500 to 2000 votes - 
500 in a good republican favoring year,  2000 in a democrat favoring year.  Please add some 
Republican precincts to the 38th - in addition to what we already have - that will give us a net 
gain of at least 500 Republican votes.  That is not asking a lot.  I do not want to lose Marysville 
- that would guarantee that we will never win in this district.  Thanks for your consideration 

9/14/11 Keith Tyler   Federal Way     SM   9 30 Commissioner Gorton: Both Cmr. Gorton and Cmr. Huff's plans do the same, very odd things 
to the 30th district, which is primarily made up of Federal Way: 1. They redraw LD30 to cross 
over the King-Pierce border. 2. They remove two whole cities from LD30 (Algona and Pacific) 
that have been in the district for decades -- while *adding* cities that have never been part of 
the district. A very very strange methodology at work there.   I hesitate to add that both Cmrs. 
Gorton and Huff's plans redraw LD30 to include the entirety of the city of Milton (while 
inexplicably eliminating Algona and Pacific), and that LD30 currently has a recently elected 
legislator who lives in and was formerly mayor of Milton -- and incidentially, who shares a 
political party affiliation with Cmrs. Gorton and Huff. 
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9/14/11 Keith Tyler   Federal Way     SM   9 30 Commissioner Huff: Both Cmr. Gorton and Cmr. Huff's plans do the same, very odd things to 

the 30th district, which is primarily made up of Federal Way: 1. They redraw LD30 to cross 
over the King-Pierce border. 2. They remove two whole cities from LD30 (Algona and Pacific) 
that have been in the district for decades -- while *adding* cities that have never been part of 
the district. A very very strange methodology at work there.   I hesitate to add that both Cmrs. 
Gorton and Huff's plans redraw LD30 to include the entirety of the city of Milton (while 
inexplicably eliminating Algona and Pacific), and that LD30 currently has a recently elected 
legislator who lives in and was formerly mayor of Milton -- and incidentially, who shares a 
political party affiliation with Cmrs. Gorton and Huff. 

9/14/11           SM   6 24 Commissioner Foster: I am not sure if you are a republican or democrat (I vote about 80% 
republican) but your congressional redistricting plan is by far the best for my area.I have no 
idea whether it favors democrats or republicans nor do I know of which party you are a 
member. I grew up in Aberdeen, worked and lived in Bremerton/Port Orchard for 30 years 
and retired to Montesano so I have lived 1/2 my life in both Kitsap and Grays Harbor counties. 
There are very few common ties between the two areas vs the common bonds between 
Olympia and BOTH Grays Harbor and Pacific counties; whereas Kitsap has more ties to the 
Tacoma area. If I had to change anything In your plan the only thing would be to put Shelton 
in with Olympia and Sequim in with Kitsap. Thanks and I hope your plan prevails. 

9/14/11 Kurt F. Hanke, 
President 

Turbocraft, Inc. Everett     SM   2 38 Commissioner Huff: I would like you to consider a possibility for the 38th that you may not 
have considered, and that is that  we are not that far from being competitive:  The 38th has 
been losing by about 500 votes with good candidates and in a good Republican year. We have 
lost by 1500 to 2000 votes with good candidates in a bad Republican year.  If you can give me 
a net gain of at least 500-1000 Republican voters via redistricting we can consistently win in 
this district.  This is not a huge change.  We need to keep Marysville and add more Republican 
precincts from the 39th and 44th.  This will not hurt the 39th since it is very Republican, and 
the 44th can afford to give up one or two  Republican precincts without hurting them either. 
We cannot afford to lose any Marysville precincts  or we will be doomed to become a very 
democrat LD!  If the 38th wins and unseats the two democrat incumbents, we will have 
gotten rid of a lobbyist  for the tribes (McCoy) and a lobbyist for the unions (Sells) that 
currently operate as our representatives.  That will go a long way toward helping Snohomish 
county pick up more wins for Republicans.  Snohomish County is a bellweather county - 
whichever way it goes is the way the state goes.  Also, your plan to remove South Everett 
from the 38th will eliminate me as chair, but that is not  my primary concern.  Thanks for you 
consideration   

9/14/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 Commissioner Huff: At the boundary of 8th, 16th, and 9th in the Tri-Cities I am impressed by 
the idea to put much of the Tri-Cities in one district (the 8th) and realize it won't all fit.  But 
then spilling two small pieces into two separate districts doesn't make sense--particularly the 
9th. Spill the remainder of the Tri-Cities in one or the other, but not both...such as the Foster 
or Ceis plan.  And I thank the Commission for their important work.  These kinds of plans 
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impact communities tremendously and affect senses of community.  The Tri-Cities with two 
districts is important. 

9/14/11 Gordon Glasgow   Renton     SM   8 47 Commissioner Huff: his plan for the 47th Legislative District makes absolutely no sense to me. 
It runs from I-5 to Maple Valley Highway and out to Black Diamond but excludes most of Kent 
and Auburn, even most of the East Hill of Kent.  Please explain to me how the unincorporated 
area east of I-5 between the Kent and Auburn city limits has more in common with the core of 
the 47th than do the East Hill of Kent and downtown Auburn. 

9/14/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 Commissioner Gorton: I'm the least impressed with this plan in regards to the Tri-Cities.  I 
completely understand the Tri-Cities spans more than two districts, but separating bits into 
what appears to be four districts (8, 16, 9, & 15) doesn't make sense to me.  I think the Foster 
or Ceis plan make more sense for the Tri-Cities.  Consider elements from those. 

9/14/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 Commissioner Ceis: I think this plan makes the most sense for the Tri-Cities.  Divide it up into 
two districts--not three or four as other plans.  Dividing up into 8th and 9th appears to 
achieve compactness more than the other plans as well as maintain areas of community and 
senses of identity with respect to geography.  And I thank the Commission for their important 
work.  These kinds of plans impact communities tremendously and affect senses of 
community.  The Tri-Cities with two districts is important. 

9/14/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 Commissioner Foster: This plan doesn't make sense to me from a Tri-Cities perspective with 
the 8th and 9th.  Is the 8th entirely inside the 9th?   Thanks for the Commissions work on this 
important issue. 

9/14/11 Obie DJ O'Brien, 
Commissioner 

County, Kittitas Ellensburg     SM   4 13 Commissioner Gorton: I applaud your creativity to find a workable solution to the need to 
redistribute population equitably. Putting the new district on the north of the state takes into 
the account the concerns voiced in Eastern Washington. I work in Kittitas County and we are 
very concerned about having any of our voices heard if we are assimilated into the 8th 
district. There is nothing of note that is similar between western Washington and eastern 
Washington. The only connection is Interstate 90 and it's more federal. What can I do to 
communicate my support for your concept? 

9/14/11 Robert LaMacchia   Issaquah     SM   8 5 Commissioner Huff: Please keep all of the City of Issaquah in the same new district, and not 
split it between districts.  Communities of interest are an important redistricting 
consideration, as well as compactness and using existing governmental entity boundaries for 
the districts. 

9/14/11 Robert LaMacchia   Issaquah     SM   8 5 Commissioner Gorton: Please keep all of the City of Issaquah in the same new district, and 
not split it between districts.  Communities of interest are an important redistricting 
consideration, as well as compactness and using existing governmental entity boundaries for 
the districts. 

9/14/11 Dave 
Montgomery 

  Tenino     SM   3 20 Commissioner Gorton: I like that Thurston County is in one congressional district now but 
having Bellingham and Wenatchee makes no sense to me. These are two completely 
population bases. 

9/14/11           SM   7 34 Commissioner Gorton: Looks good. Well done! Closely observes Commission goals. 
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9/14/11           SM   7 34 Commissioner Huff: I have concerns about the border between the 11th and 37th LDs in 

order to respect city/unincorporated boundaries. 
9/14/11           SM   7 34 Commissioner Huff: I am excited by the possibilities of this plan, although I think it may still 

need some minor improvements to be fair politically. 
9/14/11 Michael Lilliquist         SM     40 Commissioner Huff: I offer these comments from the perspective of a resident of Whatcom 

County and frequent visitor to Skagit County, and therefore confine them to the issue of the 
boundary between the 40th and 42nd Legislative districts.  The Huff boundaries are terrible.  
They are examples of the sort of nonsensical bureaucratic actions that fails to understand the 
people on the ground.  The plan grabs a small chunk of rural Whatcom County and lumps it 
with San Juan and Skagit, while all other rural Whatcom residents remain in 42nd.  These 
residents will become the forgotten corner.  The Gorton and Foster plans make more sense, 
by putting the huge rural areas in eastern Whatcom County together with other similar rural 
residents of eastern Skagit (or Skagit and Snohomish) counties.  These areas are all heavily 
forested, rather than coastal or river farming plains; they have similar economies, population 
densities, and infrastructure interests.  People with similar government service concerns 
should be together.  Similarly, grouping the western portions of the Counties together makes 
sense, since these represent similar areas of mixed development: a larger city or two, many 
smaller cities, along with some rural and lowland farming.  The western portions already 
function as a community, with much in common economically and in terms of government 
services and programs. 

9/14/11 Annie Lohman Lohman Farms Bow     SM   2 40 Commissioner Gorton: I am a farmer in Edison, currently 40th legislative and 2nd 
congressional districts.  I am intrigued by the congressional proposal but strenuously object to 
the legislative proposal.  Why bother to vote!  I am frustrated that Skagit County agriculture 
will be carved up into 3 districts- still.  But we will be lumped with urban Whatcom- 
Bellingham/Western Washington University and the far left leaning San Juans.  Why can't you 
put San Juan Co. with Island County and make all of Skagit 39th.  There are some strongly held 
historical differences in land use between Skagit and Whatcom and San Juan that will not be 
relieved or allowed voicing in your scenario.  I realize there is a desire for balance but where's 
the balance when thinking about custom & culture and local dynamics.  I feel so frustrated 
within my own county- the bulk of which would be in the 39th! 

9/14/11 Michael Lilliquist         SM     42 Commissioner Ceis: I offer these comments from the perspective of a resident of Whatcom 
County and frequent visitor to Skagit County, and therefore confine them to the issue of the 
boundary between the 39th, 40th and 42nd Legislative districts.  In general I would say that 
the The Ceis and Foster legislative district plans make the most sense, People with similar 
economies and government service concerns should be together.  Put simply, the western 
and far eastern portions of Whatcom and Skagit counties have too little in common.  The 
42nd, as it is now, lumps the wrong things together.  Grouping the western portions of the 
Counties together makes sense, since these represent similar areas of mixed development: a 
larger city or two, many smaller cities, along with some rural and lowland farming.  These 
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areas function as an integrated economic unit, with a great deal of commerce and commuting 
from urban areas to nearby rural areas.  Similarly, regions of common or similar interest are 
created by putting the huge, low-density rural areas in eastern Whatcom County together 
with other rural residents of eastern Skagit (or Skagit and Snohomish) counties.  These areas, 
which would be in the new 39th district, are all heavily forested, rather than coastal or river 
farming plains; they have similar economies and interests.  I realize that the 40th and 42nd 
are too populous and must be reduced.  Western Whatcom is a natural unit, and it makes 
sense to separate the western half from the far distance eastern half.  It also makes sense to 
split Bellingham in the 42nd, to make the numbers right. 

9/14/11 Michael Lilliquist         SM     42 Commissioner Foster: I offer these comments from the perspective of a resident of Whatcom 
County and frequent visitor to Skagit County, and therefore confine them to the issue of the 
boundary between the 39th, 40th and 42nd Legislative districts.  In general I would say that 
the The Ceis and Foster legislative district plans make the most sense, People with similar 
economies and government service concerns should be together.  Put simply, the western 
and far eastern portions of Whatcom and Skagit counties have too little in common.  The 
42nd, as it is now, lumps the wrong things together.  Grouping the western portions of the 
Counties together makes sense, since these represent similar areas of mixed development: a 
larger city or two, many smaller cities, along with some rural and lowland farming.  These 
areas function as an integrated economic unit, with a great deal of commerce and commuting 
from urban areas to nearby rural areas.  Similarly, regions of common or similar interest are 
created by putting the huge, low-density rural areas in eastern Whatcom County together 
with other rural residents of eastern Skagit (or Skagit and Snohomish) counties.  These areas, 
which would be in the new 39th district, are all heavily forested, rather than coastal or river 
farming plains; they have similar economies and interests.  I realize that the 40th and 42nd 
are too populous and must be reduced.  Western Whatcom is a natural unit, and it makes 
sense to separate the western half from the far distance eastern half.  It also makes sense to 
split Bellingham in the 42nd, to make the numbers right. 

9/14/11 Michael Lilliquist         SM   2   Commissioner Gorton: I offer these comments from the perspective of a resident of Whatcom 
County and frequent visitor to Skagit County, and therefore confine my comments on 
proposed Congressional districts for this portion of the state.  The Gorton plan is the worst of 
the four plans by far.  It would create a new 10th district that lumps together regions far 
separated from each other, on both sides of the Cascades.  The cities of Omak (inland cattle 
range country) and Anacortes (on salt water) have very different economies and needs in 
terms of government services and programs.  It will be difficult for any elected official to 
serve both constituencies well and equally.  Heck, it will be difficult just to get around to visit 
the constituents!  Just as importantly, little Omak (pop. under 5,000) will have little electoral 
voice compared to Anacortes (pop. 15,000), let alone compared to Bellingham (pop. 85,000) 
or Burlington/Mt. Venon (pop. 40,000).  Put simply, the Gorton plan would effectively 
disenfranchise the entire eastern half of proposed new Congressional district 10.  This is 
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unacceptable. 

9/14/11 Michael Lilliquist         SM   2   Commissioner Ceis: I offer these comments from the perspective of a resident of Whatcom 
County and frequent visitor to all around this portion of our state, and therefore direct my 
comments on proposed Congressional districts for this region.  In general, the Ceis and Foster 
plans make the best suggestion for the area currently served by the 2nd Congressional 
district, since they are very similar.  However, the Ceis plan has an odd and unacceptable 
"poison pill" feature concerning Lake Stevens.  For no clear reason, this Snohomish County 
community is broken away from its neighbors and instead lumped together with far-distant 
Wenatchee (Chelan County) and Cle Elum (Kittitas County).  These areas are not only far 
removed from each other geographically, but they also have quite different local economies 
and interests in government services and programs.  A far better solution would be to include 
Lake Stevens (pop. 28,000) in the 2nd, and move Mukilteo (pop. 20,000) into the 1st or 7th 
District if need be.  Although Mukilteo is closely associated with Everett, it is also very well 
tied to the other communities adjacent to the south.  Mukilteo has far more in common with 
Edmonds or Bothell, than Lake Stevens has in common with Wenatchee.  Do not harm the 
residents of Lake Stevens with this bad boundary idea.  Please respect natural constituencies 
of the area.  This is not about party affiliation, but affiliation created by closer economic and 
geographic ties.  Reject the Ceis plan, in favor of the Foster plan. 

9/14/11 Michael Lilliquist         SM   2   Commissioner Foster: I offer these comments from the perspective of a resident of Whatcom 
County and frequent visitor to all around this portion of our state, and therefore direct my 
comments on proposed Congressional districts for this region.  In general, the Ceis and Foster 
plans make the best suggestion for the area currently served by the 2nd Congressional 
district, since they are very similar.  In my comments on the Ceis plan, I criticized that plans 
treatment of Lake Stevens and therefor recommended the Foster plan instead.  However, the 
Foster plan is not without its faults, too.  IN the Ceis plan, poor Lake Stevens was removed 
from its natural neighbors and lumped with far distance and quite different communities to 
the east.  Int he Foster plan, it is poor Arlington and Marysville that suffer this fate.  Arlington 
I can almost understand, but Marysville is clearly a functional satellite of Everett and should 
be kept together in the 2nd Congressional District.  I understand that their are population 
numbers to consider, and that the areas to the east "need" more people in those districts.  I 
hate to throw Arlington under the bus, but... However, the Ceis plan has an odd and 
unacceptable "poison pill" feature concerning Lake Stevens.  For no clear reason, this 
Snohomish County community is broken away from its neighbors and instead lumped 
together with far-distant Wenatchee (Chelan County) and Cle Elum (Kittitas County).  These 
areas are not only far removed from each other geographically, but they also have quite 
different local economies and interests in government services and programs.  A far better 
solution would be to include Lake Stevens (pop. 28,000) in the 2nd, and move Mukilteo (pop. 
20,000) into the 1st or 7th District if need be.  Although Mukilteo is closely associated with 
Everett, it is also very well tied to the other communities adjacent to the south.  Mukilteo has 
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far more in common with Edmonds or Bothell, than Lake Stevens has in common with 
Wenatchee.  Do not harm the residents of Lake Stevens with this bad boundary idea.  Please 
respect natural constituencies of the area.  This is not about party affiliation, but affiliation 
created by closer economic and geographic ties.  Reject the Ceis plan, in favor of the Foster 
plan. 

9/14/11 Michael Lilliquist         SM   2   Commissioner Huff: I offer these comments from the perspective of a resident of Whatcom 
County and frequent visitor to all around this portion of our state, and therefore direct my 
comments on proposed Congressional districts for this region.  The Huff plan is a difficult one 
to wrap one's brain around, since it's proposal for the new 1st and 2nd Congressional districts 
is the most different from the current 2nd district.  Whereas most plans combine Whatcom 
and Skagit counties together, since they are already comfortably connected economically as 
well as geographically, the Huff plan would create a "vertical" dividing line down through both 
counties.  On the one hand, this is a pretty natural decision, in as much as the western, 
coastal halves of those counties is quite distinct from the inland, eastern halves in terms of 
economy and interests in government services and programs.  However, the dividing line 
proposed by Huff does not follow this natural divide between constituencies.  Rather, it 
divides down the middle of of communities using I-5 as the divider.  As anyone who lives in 
this area can tell you, both sides of the highway work together, and people travel up and 
down and exist left and right every day.  The one side is not different from the other.  They 
are two halves of a whole.  Dividing them in this way breaks up natural constituencies of 
common interests.  It's a bad idea.  In addition, from a political perspective, this east/west 
division along I-5 also creates a Democrat-leaning 2nd District and Republican-leaning 1st 
District, making two "safe" seats and smacks of partisan politics even if that was never Mr. 
Huff's intention.  It's "safe" districts like these that promote polarized and partisan elected 
representatives, who then fail to operate in a bi-partisan and statesmanlike quality once they 
get to Washington DC.  Such political polarization is poisonous to our democracy, and the 
seeds for this evil should not be sewn here in the Congressional redistricting process. 

9/14/11 Terry McNabb Aquatechnex Bellingham     SM   2 40 Commissioner Gorton: I really like the look of both this Plan and the Rep Huff Plan.  The 
minority district is a good idea. Thanks for your hard work. 

9/14/11 Sylvester Cann IV   Seattle     SM   1 46 Commissioner Foster: Adding parts of Kenmore and Lake Forest Park will completely change 
the character of the 46th district. If it's possible to keep it all in Seattle, that would be 
excellent. Commissioner Gorton was able to do it. I understand extending it north and adding 
part of Shoreline/Lake Forest Park, but bringing in Kenmore seems like a big change. Thank 
you. 

9/14/11           SM   2 44 Commissioner Gorton: I have reviewed all plans by all Commissioners, but am commented on 
all here, as I feel that both plans Commissioner Gorton are the most appropriate.  
Congressionally, Gorton's plan is most appropriate, as it ensures compact districts.  A couple 
of the other plans hint of gerrymandering with impossible boundaries.  For example, Ceis' 
plan puts Lake Stevens in District 8, the same district that Cle Elum and Wenatchee would be 
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in yet, its neighbor to the south, Snohomish, somehow is included in another district.  This 
make absolutely no sense!  Snohomish AND Lake Stevens should be in the same district.  
Gorton's plan recognizes the urban/suburban areas of Snohomish County, by placing them 
into a single District 2 (renamed to 7).  This is a very good plan, because it takes in the I-5/405 
and SR 9 communities - Everett and its suburbs, as well as the communities north of Bellevue.  
I also VERY MUCH appreciate Gorton's efforts in creating a more rural district to the north of 
Everett, to ensure these communities have representation in Congress.  On a legislative 
perspective, I think Gorton's plan is most appropriate of the four as well.  It moves Mill Creek 
into the same district as Bothell, something LONG overdue to ensure these two communities 
of interest are aligned.  It also moves more of Marysville into the 44th, and in the process, 
puts it into 2, rather than 4 currently.  And to make my points clear, I am a Democrat, so I 
think it says something for someone to support a plan of a Republican.  I feel that Gorton's 
plans are least partisan, create compact districts, and ensure seats that are more swing or 
competitive, guaranteeing fresh voices and perspectives both in Olympia and Congress.  I 
hope both of Gorton's plans are the ones accepted! 

9/14/11           SM   1 48 Commissioner Huff: This plan is not at all acceptable.  You can not lump part of the Eastside in 
with Seattle!  We have completely different transportation issues as well as they are different 
cities in needs and attitudes.  Horrible plan. 

9/14/11           SM   1 48 Commissioner Foster: Mason County should not be split.  It is mostly rural except Shelton and 
it does not have the same issues as Tacoma, etc.  Leave Mason County undivided.  Bad plan.  I 
live in Kirkland now but will be retiring in Mason. 

9/14/11           SM   1 48 Commissioner Ceis: I think this is the best division of the Districts.  It, for the most part, keeps 
the cities together that would most likely have the same issues, compared to the other plans. 

9/14/11           SM   1 48 Commissioner Huff: This plan does not make sense at all.  On of the guidelines was to keep 
the lines as straight and compact as possible.  These districts are so squiggly and the areas 
have nothing in common it makes me think that this is voter gerrymandering.  Bad plan. 

9/14/11           SM   1 48 Commissioner Ceis: This is THE BEST Leg. plan of all.  It adheres to the guidelines, keeping the 
districts compact and the lines as straight as possible, as well as keeping communities and 
cities together that would most likely have the same issues.  Well done! 

9/15/11 Gerald Steel Gerald Steel PE Olympia     SM   3 22 My concern lies with the Steamboat Peninsula (west side of Thurston County).  I prefer this 
Peninsula be included with the Peninsula's to the west as in Leg. 22 (proposed by Gorton and 
Huff) and in Cong. 9 as proposed by Gorton or Cong. 10 as proposed by Ceis.  I oppose the 
being in Cong 10 proposed by Foster or Cong. 6 proposed by Huff or being in Leg. 35 as 
proposed by Ceis and Foster.  This Peninsula identifies with the Peninsulas to the west and 
with the urban area of Olympia and would like its representatives to represent all of these 
areas.  Thank you for forwarding this comment to the Commissioners. 

9/15/11 Jason Austin, 
Student 

  Bellingham     SM   2 40 A South Sound district would be the most fair place to put the new 10th.  South Sound is 
culturaly and politically unique compared to other areas of western washington and have 
different needs to be represented in congress.  Also, keep Everet in the same district as 
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Bellingham and Mt. Vernon.  Perhaps the rural, conservative populations of Snohomish, 
Skagit, and Whatcom county would be better served in a district with parts of eastern 
washington.  The commission needs to take into consideration the considerable ideological 
differences between those close to the I-5 corrador and those closer to the cascades. 

9/15/11 John Hammerly The Glarus Group Newcastle     SM   8 41 I am concerned that some of the plans position what is an up and coming technology centric 
suburb, Newcastle, into areas that are not part of the East Side high tech corridor.  We put 
our new technology company into an area with good schools (Issaquah) and reasonably 
priced upscale housing to attract employees, Newcastle.  Lumping this area into low-tech and 
industrial areas in the South End and South Seattle is a bad idea because there is little in 
common with those areas.  As more of the technology companies appear in on the East Side, 
Newcastle will find itself an obvious target because housing is closer and so is access to the 
airport.  It should be part of the same footprint as Issaquah and Bellevue. 

9/15/11 Roger Crew   Mercer 
Island 

    SM   8 41 Can you please provide the respective lists of precincts (or census blocks if precincts are being 
subdivided) for each district under the various plans.  This would be a much faster download 
and would also help in places where it's hard to see the details on the various maps. 

9/15/11 Sarajane 
Siegfriedt  

King County 
Democrats 

Seattle     SM   7 46 Every time I try to comment on Commr Ceis' CD map, I get Survey Monkey. Has this link been 
hijacked?  My comment on that map is that the 10th, centered on Olympia, should not extend 
into King County. It can better be adjusted to include Yelm, a "suburb" of Olympia. Including 
parts of King County means that the new Congressperson must be invited to, endorsed by and 
campaign at King County meetings. It's very awkward and unnecessary. 

9/15/11 Brian Travis   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Foster: This is my favorite plan....I plan on running for legislature in 2012 and I 
would like this district the best...The people of Bothell, Woodinville and Mountlake Terrace 
have the most in common economically, socially, and socially and would make a good 
distruict together... 

9/15/11 Harvey Means GOP Tumwater     SM   3 22 Commissioner Huff: om, love your plan the most. Great job. I live in Thurston and this keeps 
the balance to somewhat a swing county. I was a little skeptical of the "minority" 
congressional district at first, but after looking at the maps I think its a great idea and 
representative of the voting population in that area. It keeps rural and urban impact areas 
from clashing so much (as in urban citizens making decisions that affect rural agricultural 
areas). 

9/15/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford     SM   5 9 Commissioner Huff: As a lifetime resident of Spokane County and Valleyford I find this 
proposal for legislative districts in my area a strained exercise in mapping out for the good of 
the party not the communities.  This map and commissioner Gordon's as well chop my school 
district and my fire district into two or three different LD's for party expediency and totally 
ignore other political sub division boundaries which was to have been an explicit goal of the 
redistricting plan.  This plan is not acceptable. 

9/15/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford     SM   5 9 Commissioner Gorton: As a lifetime resident of Spokane County and Valleyford I find this 
proposal for legislative districts in my area a strained exercise in mapping out for the good of 
the party not the communities.  This map and commissioner Huff's as well chop my school 
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district and my fire district into two or three different LD's for party expediency and totally 
ignore other political sub division boundaries which was to have been an explicit goal of the 
redistricting plan.  This plan is not acceptable. 

9/15/11 Sarajane 
Siegfriedt  

King County 
Democrats 

Seattle     SM   7 46 Commissioner Ceis: I appreciate two commissioners who paid attention to the ease of north-
south travel in King County near I-5 by making both the 32nd and the 46th more vertical, 
rather than stretching them to be horizontally. The latter probably doubles the driving time to 
meetings.  I appreciate this map's ending the 30-year gerrymandering of the 11th and the 
37th. The residents and elected officials of Renton were most clear on the point of 
consolidating the 11th into two LDs instead of five. This should be respected. This is the best 
version of redrawing the 11th and 37th.   Rather than take 1,500 from the middle of North 
Seattle, the 43rd should take one or two blocks on the other side of Madison St., certainly 
preserving a community of interest, Madison Valley. the neighborhoods east of Green Lake, 
Roosevelt, Mapleleaf and Northgate, are one community of interest as they adjust to 
becoming transit stops on the Light Rail. 

9/15/11           SM   2 39 Commissioner Ceis: I do not like this plan, AT ALL.  Please keep the 8th out of Snohomish 
County.  We have NOTHING to do with Eastern Washington. 

9/15/11           SM   1 1 Commissioner Huff: This is a good plan.  I like the concept of District 2, kind of like a ferry or 
islands concept, anchored by the port cities of Bellingham and Everett.  Additionally, I like 
where District 1 is, which will help give a voice to communities not along Interstate 5, rather 
SR 9, Hwy 2, and SR 203.  I am happy to see the creation of District 10 as a 
"majority/minority" district, also giving a rarely-represented part of the state a voice.  Pulling 
in Klickitat into District 3 is good as well, as this is a community that borders the Columbia, 
like the other counties in that District.  Overall, I like this plan-- District 1 and District 10 will 
get a voice in Congress. 

9/15/11           SM   2 40 Commissioner Gorton: No. no. NO!  Congressman Larsen is OUR Congressman.  We have a 
relationship with him.  You shouldn't be splitting us up like this.  Your first priority should be 
to do no harm.  Well, taking our Congressman away does harm us.  Start with the districts the 
way they are and make small adjustments, not this wholesale slaughter. 

9/16/11 Sarajane 
Siegfriedt  

King County 
Democrats 

Seattle     SM   7 46 Commissioner Huff: I like your end to the 30-year gerrymandering of the 11th and 37th. You 
did the right thing by them.   However, as I testified, it's much easier to travel N-S in north 
Seattle, yet you stretched the 32nd and 46th boundaries east-west instead. The distance from 
the east end of the 32nd to Richmond Beach are untenable anytime there is traffic--which will 
be anytime once they start tolling the 530 bridge. Please go with someone else's plan for the 
32nd and 46th. Actually, Shoreline is a community of interest with North Seattle, not with 
Kirkland, in terms of human services, traffic, Aurora, transit, etc.   Rather than a "bubble" in 
the middle of the 46th (adding to the north of the 43rd), It makes more sense to me to add 
1,500 people to the 43rd by adopting the other side of Madison St., since Madison Valley is a 
community of interest. 

9/16/11 Jonathan   Gig Harbor     SM   6 26 Commissioner Ceis,  I live on the Key Peninsula in the 26th Legislative District. I was 
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Schlaudraff concerned about your proposal because it would put the KP in the 35th LD. I have lived on the 

KP my whole life and I know that our interests are in Gig Harbor. Even my house on the KP has 
a Gig Harbor address. Our students go to the Peninsula High School, our families go to church 
in Gig Harbor, we shop at Costco in north Gig Harbor, when we are sick or injured, we use the 
hospital by Canterwood. Even our county concerns are in that direction. If at all possible, 
please consider a plan that includes the KP in the 26th LD with Gig Harbor.  Thank you very 
much for your time and consideration!  Jonathan Schlaudraff  Student at the UWT 

9/16/11 Jonathan 
Schlaudraff 

  Gig Harbor     SM   6 26 Commissioner Foster,  I live on the Key Peninsula in the 26th Legislative District. I was 
concerned about your proposal because it would put the KP in the 35th LD. I have lived on the 
KP my whole life and I know that our interests are in Gig Harbor. Even my house on the KP has 
a Gig Harbor address. Our students go to the Peninsula High School, our families go to church 
in Gig Harbor, we shop at Costco in north Gig Harbor, when we are sick or injured, we use the 
hospital by Canterwood. Even our county concerns are in that direction. If at all possible, 
please consider a plan that includes the KP in the 26th LD with Gig Harbor.  Thank you very 
much for your time and consideration!  Jonathan Schlaudraff  Student at the UWT 

9/16/11 Richard 
Champion 

  Federal Way     SM   9 30 Commissioner Ceis: It seems that yours and Foster's redistricting plans have not rectified the 
current situation where not all of the surrounding communities in Kelso school district and 
Kelso zip codes - namely Ostrander and Rose Valley - are not lumped together with the LD 
representing Kelso and Longview - currently the 19th LD. These represent very small 
populations and would, thus, require little adjustment to allow the people in these areas, 
including my parents, to vote for legislators that actually represent the communities to which 
they belong. 

9/16/11 Richard 
Champion 

  Federal Way     SM   9 30 Commissioner Foster: It seems that yours and Ceis' redistricting plans have not rectified the 
current situation where not all of the surrounding communities in Kelso school district and 
Kelso zip codes - namely Ostrander and Rose Valley - are not lumped together with the LD 
representing Kelso and Longview - currently the 19th LD. These represent very small 
populations and would, thus, require little adjustment to allow the people in these areas, 
including my parents, to vote for legislators that actually represent the communities to which 
they belong. 

9/16/11 Erik Fretheim   Bellevue     SM   8 41 Commissioner Gorton: Mercer Island should be a part of a Seattle district, such as the 37th 
rather than being attached to the 41st with which it has little in common. 

9/16/11 Erik Fretheim   Bellevue     SM   8 41 Commissioner Ceis: Mercer Island should be a part of a Seattle district, such as the 37th 
rather than being attached to the 41st with which it has little in common. 

9/16/11 Erik Fretheim   Bellevue     SM   8 41 Commissioner Foster: Mercer Island should be a part of a Seattle district, such as the 37th 
rather than being attached to the 41st with which it has little in common. 

9/16/11 Erik Fretheim   Bellevue     SM   8 41 Commissioner Huff: Mercer Island should be a part of a Seattle district, such as the 37th 
rather than being attached to the 41st with which it has little in common. 

9/16/11 Ken Oplinger Bellingham/Whatcom 
Chamber of 

Bellingham     SM   2 42 Commissioner Huff: Carving Whatcom County as proposed by Mr. Huff would place our 
population center, Bellingham, into a separate Congressional District.  This will mean the 
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Commerce & Industry major border crossings between the US and Canada will not be represented by the 

community that receives the majority of the benefit from those crossings, and place it into a 
District that has little to no concern about border crossings.  I would urge the committee to 
look at Congressional Districts that ensure Bellingham is represented by the same 
Congressperson who represents the four border crossings in Whatcom County. 

9/17/11   OneAmerica Seattle     Letter       Click to view document 

9/18/11 Susan Marsh 
Kaftanski, DVM 

House Call Veterinary 
Service 

Everett     SM   2 38 Commissioner Gorton: I will be selfish.  As past Chairperson of the 38th District (Republican),  
I wish to vote in the best interest of the 38th District.  Mr. Ceis's plan is the best.  I realized 
that you are looking at the overall view of all 49 districts.  We have tried to fight the good 
fight here.  I think our district would be best served by Mr. Ceis's plan.  We have come very 
close in several legislative races--expanding south will not even put us in the ballpark.  We 
have campaigned for candidates in nearby districts when things looked too gloomy in our 
own district.  No one wants to spend time, money (loss of income as well as expenses), and 
heart on being a sacrificial lamb.  Allow us to look with hope upon our efforts.  Thank you,  
Respectfully,  Susan Kaftanski + (currently PCO Evt 25, previously District Chair, 38th 
Legislative District) 

9/18/11 Susan Marsh 
Kaftanski, DVM 

House Call Veterinary 
Service 

Everett     SM   2 38 Commissioner Huff: I am the immediate past chairperson of the 38th District Republicans.  
Your plan would irreparable harm our District as far as Republican Candidates are concerned.  
Well, at least for the next 10 years.  I know that you have 49 districts to consider in the best 
interests of all Republicans, but we have been within "shooting distance" in several legislative 
races.  You would be consigning us to the heart of darkness with your plan.  For the sake of 
our district, Mr. Ceis's plan appears to be the best plan.  It is very difficult to find candidates 
when they realize that months of effort, loss of income, and family challenges are expended 
only to be a sacrificial lamb.  Please have our district take in north and east, not south and 
waterfront.  Thank you,  Respectfully submitted,  Susan Kaftanski +  (past chairperson, 38th 
Legislative District, currently PCO EVT 25)> 

9/18/11 Jeff Olsen   Medical Lake     SM   5 9 Commissioner Foster: This is to let you know that when the Redistricting Committee comes 
back to Spokane County, I will be using the 6th District Rule.  Which is that the plan the most 
favors Democrat the most in the 6th, and the plan that favors Republicans are throw out.  You 
edge out time  Tim Ceis, because of the precincts north of the City of Spokane, that you places 
in the 6th.  FYI Tom Huff edge out slade Gorden.  You can please pass this message on! 

9/18/11 Jeff Olsen   Medical Lake     SM   5 9 Commissioner Huff: At the next Redistricting Committee Meeting in Spokane, I will be using 
the 6th District Rule.  Which is this, that the plan that favors the Republicans the most in the 
6th, and the plane that favors the Democrats the most, will be thorwn out.  This means as is, 
that Gorden and Cies plans are thorwn out.  I also think that you and Gorden should stand 
united against any plans that will District Out any one in a attempt rewrite the election of 
2010, like Michael Baumgarter out of his district.  If you stand together it is impossisble for 
any of Ceis and Foster plans to be pass.  You can please pass this information on! 

9/18/11 Luanne Van   Lynden     SM   2 42 Commissioner Gorton: Senator Gordon's legislative district plan makes sense for Whatcom 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0025.pdf
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Werven County. It disrupts our county the least and keeps Whatcom County as intact as possible. Of 

all 4 legislative plans this is by far the best. The parameters and priorities set out at beginning 
of process were followed and this legislative map should be adopted. 

9/18/11 Luanne Van 
Werven 

  Lynden     SM   2 42 Commissioner Gorton: Senator Gordon's congressional map does not follow the guidelines as 
set forth at the beginning of the redistricting process. This congressional map has the new 
10th district encompassing both the west and east side of the Cascade Mountain range. 
Should not mountain ranges be considered a natural barrier when considering congressional 
boundaries? How can a congressional representative effectively serve his/her district during 
winter months? This plan should NOT be adopted by the Commission. 

9/18/11           SM   5 9 Commissioner Gorton: I think this is the best on. Not only is the Puget Sound set right but 
more importantly, the Spokane area is set perfectly. Please use this one!! 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 Commissioner Ceis: Of the four legislative redistricting plans presented on September 13, I 
liked yours the best.  Here’s why:  I live in North Bend.  Your new 5th District recognizes the 
community of interest that includes North Bend, Snoqualmie, Carnation, Duvall, Maple Valley 
and Black Diamond and does as good a job as the other three plans in resolving the legislative 
boundaries for the suburban parts of Redmond, Issaquah and Kent.  I was born in Yakima and 
raised in Moses Lake.  Your plan for Districts 8, 9, 13, 14 and 15 does a good job in recognizing 
communities of interest, but also recognizes the majority Hispanic populations of Districts 9 
and 15.  District 13, while large, is woven together by Interstate 90 and keeps the old 13th 
District largely intact.  District 8 is a good District for the representation of the interests of 
urban Kennewick and Richland.  District 9 does a great job in joining together the Hispanic 
communities in south Grant County, Othello, western Franklin County and Pasco.  District 15 
does likewise for the Lower Yakima Valley, the city of Union Gap and the eastern portions of 
the city of Yakima.  While new District 14 wanders a bit to include enough people to comprise 
a balanced district, it still is a good compromise in representing the interests of non-Hispanic 
Yakima and Columbia River communities from Goldendale to Stevenson.  I would suggest the 
following improvements:  • Move Grandview into District 15 to maintain continuity of Lower 
Yakima Valley Hispanic communities.  • Move Royal City into District 9 to maintain continuity 
of south Grant County Hispanic communities.  To accommodate the above here are suggested 
adjustments:  • Tieton, Gleed and Naches may have to be moved to the 13th District to 
accommodate the Royal City addition to the 9th.  However, you have already included all of 
Highways 12 and 410 west of Naches in the 13th, so this may not be quite as aberrant as it 
might otherwise seem.  There are, indeed, people living up Highway 410, such as those in the 
Nile District and Cliffdell, and their interests are similar to those of Tieton, Gleed and Naches.  
• Some of north Yakima now in the 15th may have to be moved into the 14th to 
accommodate the addition of Grandview to the 15th and the loss of Naches, Gleed, and 
Tieton to the 13th.  Even without these changes, your Legislative plan is very good.  I applaud 
you and hope at least two of the other three Commissioners come around to see it your way. 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North     SM   8 5 Commissioner Ceis: I live in North Bend.  The most significant feature of your Congressional 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 173 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
Bonneville redistricting plan is the inclusion of both sides of the Cascades in one Congressional District, 

the new 8th.  I am perfectly fine with this.  Given the need to account for the fact that Eastern 
Washington needs more than two Congressional Districts, there is logic in including the I-90 
and SR2 communities straddling the Cascades in one Congressional District.  I feel the 
economies and socio-political features of North Bend and other east King and Snohomish 
County communities have a lot in common with the North Central Washington communities, 
such as Ellensburg and Wenatchee.  Comparing your Congressional Plan with the other three 
Commissioners', I find yours the best overall. While perhaps a bit more gerrymandered than 
Commissioner Foster's, it includes some important features of the old Congressional Districts.  
It is certainly less gerrymandered than the other two Commissioners' proposed CDs.  With 
regard to the "minority" district, I feel that this district isn't truly a minority district.  For one, 
its combined "minorities" population is just a fraction over 50%.  Also, I believe that trying to 
put several different minorities into one district could lead to "tribalism" rather than a unity 
of purpose.  This would play into the hands of those who don't value minority representation.  
I would rather look to the future and put together districts that have a significant population 
of ONE minority.  For instance, your new 4th Congressional District includes a high percentage 
of Latino/Latina residents.  While not the majority, it is still useful to aggregate this minority 
in one Congressional District so that these people may continue to grow their political power.  
After the next census, it is conceivable that one could draw a new majority Hispanic 
Congressional District in South Central Washington. 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 Commissioner Gorton:   Your Congressional Plan is imaginative and includes some good 
features.  However, what does Okanogan County have in common with San Juan County 
(other than a few aging hippies)?  I don't think a cross-Cascades district along the northern 
tier counties works.  There is a necessity to cross the Cascades, however, and I believe the 
other three Commissioners have a more viable concept in making the cross-Cascades District 
the 8th, where there is much more commonality of interests between the East King and 
Shohomish County communities and those of Chelan and Kittitas Counties.  Of the other 
three plans, I like that of Commissioner Ceis the best.  As a North Bend resident, I support his 
version of a new cross-Cascades 8th CD.  Thank you. 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 Commissioner Gorton: Thank you for all your hard work on the Redistricting Commission.  
Respectfully, here are my comments regarding your proposed Legislative Redistricting Plan:  
With regard to my current residence in North Bend, your new 5th District does a pretty good 
job in recognizing the community of interest that includes North Bend, Snoqualmie and 
Maple Valley.  However, it would probably be good to include Carnation and Duvall.  It’s OK to 
include Issaquah.  Overall, you have made good compromises with your 5th Legislative 
District plan.  I was born in Yakima and raised in Moses Lake and have an interest in how your 
redistricting plan affects this area as well.  I really do applaud your efforts to create Hispanic 
majority districts.  I grew up in a mixed Hispanic-Anglo neighborhood in Moses Lake and the 
neighborhood my mother retired to in Yakima was about half and half.  I always thought it a 
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mystery that one didn’t see any Hispanic faces in the Legislature reflecting their numbers in 
south central Washington.  I have to say that the new 15th is a bit strangely shaped.  I believe 
you could make it an even stronger Hispanic district by including all of the lower Yakima 
Valley in the 15th.  It is difficult to make out from the maps, but it looks like you excluded 
everything south of the Yakima River from the 15th.  I would include communities like 
Wapato (52% Hispanic) and Toppenish (62% Hispanic) in the new 15th.  You also have an 
opportunity to make an additional majority Hispanic District in south Grant, west Adams and 
Franklin Counties. This District is also an improvement by placing all of Pasco in one district.  
Please see the table below for a listing of the census tracts that might be included in what 
would be a 56% majority Hispanic District.  Proposed Majority Hispanic Legislative District 
(Grant, Adams, Franklin and Benton Counties)    County Census Tract    Total population 
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) % Hispanic  Grant   Census Tract 105   2963   1215 41%  Grant   
Census Tract 106   6848   5097 74%  Grant   Census Tract 107   2755   1015 37%  Grant   
Census Tract 109.0   1306   323 25%  Grant   Census Tract 113    3938   2434 62%  Grant   
Census Tract 114.01   1845   995 54%  Grant   Census Tract 114.02  13025 10466 80%  Adams   
Census Tract 9503   6934   5063 73%  Adams   Census Tract 9504   2856   1973 69%  Adams   
Census Tract 9505   4753   3749 79%  Franklin   Census Tract 201   9654   8470 88%  Franklin   
Census Tract 202   6021   4852 81%  Franklin   Census Tract 203   5727   4308 75%  Franklin   
Census Tract 204   9393   7288 78%  Franklin   Census Tract 205.01  4668   678 15%  Franklin   
Census Tract 205.02  8403   2610 31%  Franklin   Census Tract 206.01  7412   2155 29%  
Franklin   Census Tract 206.03  3907   1345 34%  Franklin   Census Tract 206.05  6786   1990 
29%  Franklin   Census Tract 206.06  6484   1860 29%  Franklin   Census Tract 208   8296   4069 
49%  Benton   Census Tract 118   6546   3054 47%  Benton   Census Tract 119   5808   1454 
25%  Benton   Census Tract 120   5 0 0%    Totals    136333 76463     % Hispanic 56% 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 Commissioner Foster,  Your Congressional Redistricting Plan has much to offer.  It is, perhaps, 
the most logical of all four plans; i.e. it is the least gerrymandered.  However, I think 
Commissioner Ceis' plan is a bit more acceptable, given the importance of district histories 
and preserving a bit of continuity.  With regard to my own area, I think that a cross-Cascades 
district including east King, Snohomish and Pierce Counties with Chelan and Kittitas Counties 
is the best compromise.  There is a certain unity to this district as well, woven together as it is 
by SR2, I-90 and SR18.  As a North Bend resident, I feel there is much that we have in common 
with communities like Cle Elum, Kittitas, Cashmere and Leavenworth.  Thank you for your 
service to the State. 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 Commissioner Foster,  I appreciate your work on the Redistricting Commission.  I would like 
to offer some comments regarding your Legislative Redistricting Plan.  With regard to my 
current residence in North Bend, your new 5th District does a pretty good job in recognizing 
the community of interest that includes North Bend, Snoqualmie, Carnation, Duvall and 
Maple Valley.  Overall, you have made good compromises with your 5th Legislative District 
plan.  I was born in Yakima and raised in Moses Lake and have an interest in how your 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 175 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
redistricting plan affects this area as well.  I was a bit disappointed that you didn’t recognize 
the importance of majority Hispanic Districts.  You and the other Commissioners have a 
wonderful opportunity to right a festering wrong in our state body politic.  Growing up in my 
mixed Hispanic-Anglo neighborhood in the 1960s and 1970s, I could see the Hispanic 
population swelling throughout Grant County and nearby central Washington counties.  As an 
adult, now living in W. Washington, it has always grated upon me that my old Hispanic 
neighbors in Moses Lake and throughout central Washington have been represented by a 
continuing string of Anglo men and women.  I believe it is imperative to render 
representational justice to the majority population of much of central Washington.  By 
redrawing the lines to create Hispanic districts, Hispanic leadership will have the scope to 
develop not only in this district, but throughout other areas of the state where Hispanics form 
a significant, if not majority, segment of the community.  This is an issue of not only 
representation but of pride and self determination.  Hispanic districts can only help the 
growth and development of our Hispanic citizenry.  The Hispanic voice must be heard in the 
Legislature, a voice we need to hear.  The Lower Yakima Valley and the east side of Yakima 
provide one opportunity for a majority Hispanic District with a 65% Hispanic population.  Here 
are the 2010 census tracts comprising this district:  Proposed Majority Hispanic Legislative 
District No. 1 (Yakima County)     County Census Tract Total population Hispanic or Latino (of 
any race) %Hispanic   Yakima   Census Tract 1    3,095   1,601 52%   Yakima   Census Tract 2    
5,553   3,895 70%   Yakima   Census Tract 6    6,953   5,326 77%   Yakima   Census Tract 7    
7,072   3,275 46%   Yakima   Census Tract 12.01    3,928   1,945 50%   Yakima   Census Tract 
12.02    6,318   3,569 56%   Yakima   Census Tract 13    2,731   1,192 44%   Yakima   Census 
Tract 14    3,444   1,680 49%   Yakima   Census Tract 15.01    6,991   5,318 76%   Yakima   
Census Tract 15.02    2,804   2,161 77%   Yakima   Census Tract 17.02    6,023   2,281 38%   
Yakima   Census Tract 18    7,140   4,146 58%   Yakima   Census Tract 19.01    3,834   3,278 85%   
Yakima   Census Tract 19.02    6,417   4,972 77%   Yakima   Census Tract 20.01    8,401   7,373 
88%   Yakima   Census Tract 20.02    8,600   6,556 76%   Yakima   Census Tract 21.01    1,950   
1,006 52%   Yakima   Census Tract 21.02    7,578   5,659 75%   Yakima   Census Tract 22    7,745   
3,441 44%   Yakima   Census Tract 27.01    3,440   2,925 85%   Yakima   Census Tract 9400.01 
6,409   2,696 42%   Yakima   Census Tract 9400.02 4,430   1,911 43%   Yakima   Census Tract 
9400.04 6,777   5,100 75%   Yakima   Census Tract 9400.05 4,695   3,595 77%   Yakima   Census 
Tract 9400.06 4,839   4,072 84%     Totals 137,167   88,973     % Hispanic 65%   The other 
Hispanic majority district (56%) could be formed out of a compact area of south Grant 
County, western Adams County, Franklin County and a portion of Benton County.  Here are 
those census tracts.  Proposed Majority Hispanic Legislative District No. 2 (Grant, Adams, 
Franklin and Benton Counties)    County Census Tract Total population Hispanic or Latino (of 
any race) % Hispanic  Grant   Census Tract 105    2963    1215 41%  Grant   Census Tract 106    
6848    5097 74%  Grant   Census Tract 107    2755    1015 37%  Grant   Census Tract 109.01 
1306    323 25%  Grant   Census Tract 113    3938    2434 62%  Grant   Census Tract 114.01 
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1845    995 54%  Grant   Census Tract 114.02 13025   10466 80%  Adams   Census Tract 9503    
6934    5063 73%  Adams   Census Tract 9504    2856    1973 69%  Adams   Census Tract 9505    
4753    3749 79%  Franklin   Census Tract 201    9654    8470 88%  Franklin   Census Tract 202    
6021    4852 81%  Franklin   Census Tract 203    5727    4308 75%  Franklin   Census Tract 204    
9393    7288 78%  Franklin   Census Tract 205.01 4668    678 15%  Franklin   Census Tract 
205.02 8403    2610 31%  Franklin   Census Tract 206.01 7412    2155 29%  Franklin   Census 
Tract 206.03 3907    1345 34%  Franklin   Census Tract 206.05 6786    1990 29%  Franklin   
Census Tract 206.06 6484    1860 29%  Franklin   Census Tract 208    8296    4069 49%  Benton   
Census Tract 118    6546    3054 47%  Benton   Census Tract 119    5808    1454 25%  Benton   
Census Tract 120    5 0 0%    Totals    136333   76463     % Hispanic 56%   Please seriously 
consider redrawing your Legislative Redistricting Plan.  I know it’s difficult to balance 
communities of interest, geographical integrity, transportation links and other socio-
economic areas of influence with the needs of minority communities.  However, it can be 
done and not just for south central Washington but for all of the eastern half of the state.  
I’ve already done it and know that you and the other Commissioners can, too.  Thank you. 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 Commissioner Huff,  Your Congressional Redistricting Plan has some good features.  In 
particular, I agree that the new cross-Cascades district should be along the I-90 corridor.  
However, your new cross-Cascades Congressional District seems to be, if you will excuse the 
term, gerrymandered.  I live in North Bend.  The eastern portions of King County; including 
the rural communities of North Bend, Snoqualmie, Carnation and Duvall; are far better suited 
for a cross-Cascades district than are downtown Bellevue, Medina and Clyde Hill.  I believe 
this is generally true of the eastern portion of Snohomish County and, perhaps, the eastern 
portion of Pierce County.  Our communities have a lot in common with the North Central 
Washington foothills communities such as Cle Elum and Leavenworth.  I believe you could put 
together a cross-Cascades district centered on the I-90 and SR2 corridors that would make a 
lot of sense from a socio-politico and community of interest point of view.  With regard to 
proposed District 10, it also has the shape of an unhealthy octopus.  I realize you are trying to 
create a majority minorities district.  However, I think majority single minority districts would 
be a better idea.  They were also what was in mind when the Voting Rights Act was passed.  
Your proposed 4th Congressional District is 36% Hispanic, which comprises the core of a 
future majority Hispanic CD.  Please consider these points.  Thank you. 

9/18/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 Commissioner Huff: Overall, your Legislative Redistricting Plan kind of hurts my eyes.  There 
are just an awful lot of jigsaw puzzle pieces.  Whatcom, Skagit and Clark Counties are divided 
in some very interesting ways.  However, I will confine my specific remarks to the two areas 
of the state that most concern me:  East King County, where I live, and South Central 
Washington where I was born and grew up.  With regard to my current residence in North 
Bend, your new 5th District does a pretty good job in recognizing the community of interest 
that includes North Bend, Snoqualmie, Carnation and Maple Valley.  However, it would 
probably be good to include Duvall.  Overall, your plan is about as good as any considering 
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that the 5th is really the leftovers of the rest of King County.  With regard to south central 
Washington, I am very concerned with our under-represented Hispanic population.  I was a 
bit disappointed that you didn’t recognize the importance of majority Hispanic Districts, 
particularly since when you were one of the Commissioners who proposed a majority 
minority Congressional District for the Puget Sound region.  Growing up in my mixed Hispanic-
Anglo Moses Lake neighborhood in the 1960s and 1970s, I could see the Hispanic population 
swelling throughout Grant County and nearby central Washington counties.  As an adult, now 
living in W. Washington, it has always grated upon me that my old Hispanic neighbors in 
Moses Lake and throughout central Washington have been represented by a continuing string 
of Anglo men and women.  I believe it is imperative to render representational justice to the 
majority population of much of central Washington.  By redrawing the lines to create Hispanic 
districts, Hispanic leadership will have the scope to develop not only in this district, but 
throughout other areas of the state where Hispanics form a significant, if not majority, 
segment of the community.  This is an issue of not only representation but of pride and self 
determination.  Hispanic districts can only help the growth and development of our Hispanic 
citizenry.  The Lower Yakima Valley and the east side of Yakima provide one opportunity for a 
majority Hispanic District with a 65% Hispanic population.  This district should include the 
cities of Grandview, Mabton, Sunnyside, Granger, Toppenish, Union Gap and those parts of 
east Yakima that are most heavily Hispanic.  Incidentally, you will incur the wrath of Terrace 
Heights with your plan to continue to include that community in the 13th LD.  As long as I can 
remember, they have complained about their exclusion from a Yakima area LD.  You also have 
an opportunity to make an additional majority Hispanic District (56%) in south Grant, west 
Adams and Franklin Counties. This District is also an improvement over your proposal by 
placing all of Pasco in one district.  Pasco is very much a Hispanic city.  It should not be 
included with Walla Walla, an Anglo city.  Other cities that should be included in this district 
include Warden, Royal City, Mattawa, Beverly, Othello, Mesa, Eltopia, and Connell.  The two 
Hispanic Districts I have proposed above are compact and contiguous areas that share 
common economic and other socio-political characteristics.  These new districts are 
characterized throughout by irrigated agriculture; especially wine, fruit and row crops.  They 
make sense.  Please reconsider your proposal, which scatters the Hispanic population of 
south central Washington into six different legislative districts.  I appreciate your dedication 
to the job of Redistricting Commissioner and look forward to the consensus proposal.  Thank 
you. 

9/18/11 Adam Isackson    Gig Harbor     SM   6 26   
9/18/11 Adam Isackson    Gig Harbor     SM   6 26 Commissioner Foster: Keep the Key Penninsula inside the 26th district. All of Pierce County 

west of the narrows should remain in the same district 
9/19/11 Pramila Jayapal, 

Executive 
Director 

OneAmerica Seattle     Letter       Click to view document 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0043.pdf


 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 178 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
9/19/11 Wylin Tjoelker   Sumas     SM   2 42 I very much like Commissioner Gorton's legislative plan because it keeps the farmland and 

mountain people together instead of subjugating them to the will of the big city people who 
do not understand them at all and regularly legislate against their interests.  It also keeps the 
close knit Scandinavian and Dutch community in Whatcom county together. I very much like 
Commissioner Huff's Congressional plan for the same reasons  Wylin Tjoelker  Whatcom 
County Republican PCO Precinct #133 

9/19/11           SM   3 20 Commissioner Gorton: It appears that district 2 does not meet contiguity guidelines, as per 
RCW 44.05.090 (2)(b). The proposed district contains two lobes that are separated by the 
Nisqually River, and are not connect by ferry, highway, bridge, or tunnel. Although they are 
not separated by water, it also seems likely that district 24 around Elma and Oakville, and 
district 15 at Grandview would also be challengeable as having areas that are separated by 
geographical boundaries that prevent transportation within a district. 

9/19/11           SM   3 20 Commissioner Ceis: I have several concerns regarding contiguity under RCW 44.05.090 (2)(b). 
The first is in district 39, whether there exists a "geographical boundary that prevents 
transportation" between the northern part of the proposed district, and the area around US 
Hwy 2. District 20 in Cowlitz County; district 13 in Yakima County; and district 35 in Thurston 
County all appear to be vulnerable to court challenge under the same. 

9/19/11           SM   3 20 Commissioner Foster: I have concerns about the proposed legislative maps, under RCW 
44.05.090 (2)(b). Specifically, district 39 appears to have a "geographical boundary prevents 
transportation" between the northern part of the district, and the area around US Hwy 2. 
Likewise, district 2 around Carbonado; district 20 in Cowlitz County; and district 7 in east 
Spokane County all seem vulnerable to court challenge under the same criterion. 

9/19/11           SM   3 20 Commissioner Huff: I have several concerns regarding RCW 44.05.090 (2)(b) in the proposed 
legislative map. The first and most egregious lies in district 39, which contains as many as five 
distinct areas that are "separated by geographical boundaries that prevent transportation 
within the district". Likewise, district 2 contains four isolated areas, one if which is separated 
from the rest of the district by the Nisqually River, without a ferry, bridge, tunnel, or highway. 
Districts 19, 35, 15, 16, and 13 all contain similar, though less egregious violations of the 
contiguity provisions of Washington state redistricting law. It is actually somewhat staggering 
how few of the provisions of RCW 44.05.090 (2) Commissioner Huff appears to have tried to 
accomplish with this draft legislative plan. 

9/19/11           SM   2 40 Commissioner Gorton: Linking coastal interests of San Juan, Skagit, and Whatcom Counties to 
more rural non-coastal counties does a great disservice to the coastal counties by diluting 
their interests before a Representative. Reject this plan. 

9/19/11 Wylin Tjoelker   Sumas     SM   2 42 Commissioner Huff: I very much like Commissioner Huff's Congressional plan because it keeps 
the farmland and mountain people together instead of subjugating them to the will of the big 
city people who do not understand them at all and regularly legislate against their interests.  
Republican Wylin Tjoelker  PCO #133 

9/19/11 Wylin Tjoelker   Sumas     SM   2 42 Commissioner Gorton: I very much like Commissioner Gorton's legislative plan because it 
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keeps the farmland and mountain people together instead of subjugating them to the will of 
the big city people who do not understand them at all and regularly legislate against their 
interests.  It keeps the close knit Scandinavian and Dutch community in Whatcom county 
together.  Wylin Tjoelker  Whatcom County Republican PCO Precinct #133 

9/19/11           SM   8 25 Commissioner Gorton: Get me out of the 8th District.  We're tired of having no 
representation from a Congressman that only thinks and cares about King County.  I live just 
east of Meridian on South Hill. 

9/19/11           SM   8 25 Commissioner Ceis: Get me out of the 8th District.  We're tired of having no representation 
from a Congressman that only thinks and cares about King County.  I live just east of Meridian 
on South Hill. 

9/20/11 Anonymous   Ferndale     SM   2 42 For Congressional District, please choose either Ceis's or Foster's maps.  They seem to be the 
most fair for people represented in the communities.  I would not place myself having similar 
interests as those in the central, mountainist part of the state. 

9/20/11           SM   8 25 Commissioner Huff: Get me out of the 8th District.  We're tired of having no representation 
from a Congressman that only thinks and cares about King County.  I live just east of Meridian 
on South Hill. 

9/20/11           SM   8 25 Commissioner Foster: This is the only plan I find acceptable at it gets me out of the 8th 
District. We're tired of having no representation from a Congressman that only thinks and 
cares about King County and would be happy to be in the new 10th.  I live just east of 
Meridian and 132nd St on South Hill. 

9/20/11 Leonard D 
Englund 

  Auburn     SM   9 30 Commissioner Gorton: Please consider moving the eastern boundary of the proposed 30th 
legislative district along the Proposed Annexation Area (PAA) boundary of Federal Way. When 
the PAA is annexed into Federal Way, the city will continue to be completely in the 30th 
District. Your proposal will split Federal Way into two different Districts. Also, as 30th District 
Republican Chairman, it appears that your map moves me from the 30th District into the 47th 
District. Thank you for your consideration of this change. 

9/20/11 Leonard D 
Englund 

  Auburn     SM   9 30 Commissioner Huff: Please consider moving the eastern boundary of the proposed 30th 
legislative district along the Proposed Annexation Area (PAA) boundary of Federal Way. When 
the PAA is annexed into Federal Way, the city will continue to be completely in the 30th 
District. Your proposal will split Federal Way into two different Districts. Also, as 30th District 
Republican Chairman, your proposal map moves me from the 30th District into the 47th 
District. Thank you for your consideration of this change. 

9/20/11           SM   8 2 Commissioner Ceis: I like this version and feel orting is more closely suited for the 25th 
district. 

9/20/11     Lake Stevens     SM   2 44 Commissioner Gorton: The Everett Herald did a good Op-Ed piece on September 20th about 
the identify of urban versus rural Snohomish County, indicating that overall, the 
Commissioners are on the right track in aligning urban with urban, rural with rural (see: 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20110920/OPINION01/709209962), with 2 exceptions.  In 
half of the plans, depending on which one you are looking at, the Cities of Marysville and Lake 
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Stevens are being what I feel is adequately aligned with their urban neighbors; in the other 
half, however, these cities, which will only continue to grow more urban, are being placed in 
the same Congressional District with the small towns, say of central Washington.  This, I feel, 
just as the Everett Herald, is the wrong path, so that is why I am commenting here.  Marysville 
and Lake Stevens should be either in the same district as Everett, or at least in the same 
district as the other Everett suburbs, such as Mill Creek-- speaking of "communities of 
interest", Marysville and Lake Stevens do not share ANY interest with the rural parts of 
eastern Snohomish County, or any other rural parts to the east or south, for that matter.  No 
disrespect to those communities, as great as they are!  However, keeping in mind how urban 
Marysville and Lake Stevens are needs to be a focus in keeping them in the correct 
Congressional district.  Perhaps of ANY cities in the region, Marysville and Lake Stevens have 
changed the most.  Yes, at one point both were much more of a rural nature.  But today, 
Marysville is the 2nd most populous city, Lake Stevens the 5th, in Snohomish County.  Please 
take that into consideration with your plans.  Thank you for listening! 

9/20/11     Lake Stevens     SM   2 44 Commissioner Foster: The Everett Herald did a good Op-Ed piece on September 20th about 
the identify of urban versus rural Snohomish County, indicating that overall, the 
Commissioners are on the right track in aligning urban with urban, rural with rural (see: 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20110920/OPINION01/709209962), with 2 exceptions.  In 
half of the plans, depending on which one you are looking at, the Cities of Marysville and Lake 
Stevens are being what I feel is adequately aligned with their urban neighbors; in the other 
half, however, these cities, which will only continue to grow more urban, are being placed in 
the same Congressional District with the small towns, say of central Washington.  This, I feel, 
just as the Everett Herald, is the wrong path, so that is why I am commenting here.  Marysville 
and Lake Stevens should be either in the same district as Everett, or at least in the same 
district as the other Everett suburbs, such as Mill Creek-- speaking of "communities of 
interest", Marysville and Lake Stevens do not share ANY interest with the rural parts of 
eastern Snohomish County, or any other rural parts to the east or south, for that matter.  No 
disrespect to those communities, as great as they are!  However, keeping in mind how urban 
Marysville and Lake Stevens are needs to be a focus in keeping them in the correct 
Congressional district.  Perhaps of ANY cities in the region, Marysville and Lake Stevens have 
changed the most.  Yes, at one point both were much more of a rural nature.  But today, 
Marysville is the 2nd most populous city, Lake Stevens the 5th, in Snohomish County.  Please 
take that into consideration with your plans.  Thank you for listening! 

9/20/11           SM   8   Commissioner Ceis: I live in urban King County - Auburn - District 8 under the Tim Ceis Plan.  
Please do NOT put me in a district with both Ellensburg and Wenatchee.  The needs of a 
largely rural area in eastern Washington are drastically different from the needs of a largely 
urbanized area of western Washington.  As a voter, I would advocate to allocate money and 
services to the Greater Seattle and Greater Tacoma areas - the places that my family works, 
shops, dines, and meets with friends and family.  I have never been to Ellensburg and have 
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only visited Wenatchee once in my life.  I would imagine that a resident of Wenatchee or 
Ellensburg feels the same way, that urbanized King and Pierce Counties are foreign entities to 
them and that they have more in common with, say, Yakima or Walla Walla.  I do not care 
what the democratic/republican split of my district is.  It is irrelevent to me.  What matters 
more are what issues my representative will stand up for.  Big agriculture or big 
manufacturing (jobs east of the cascades or jobs west of the cascades)?  Urban crime or rural 
poverty?  The needs of sparsely populated rural school districts or crowded growing urban 
school districts?  While political affiliation plays a big role in politics, so do non-partisan issues 
like these.  Thank you. 

9/21/11 Kurt F. Hanke, 
President 

Turbocraft, Inc. Everett     SM   2 38 Commissioner Gorton:   I am the Republican Chair of the 38th Legislative district.  I would sure 
appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and discuss the plan for the district.  Many 
people write off the 38th as a very blue district,  but in recent past races, good candidates in 
good years have only  lost by 500 - 600 votes.  (Erv Hoglund vs. McCoy for example)  All we 
need is differential of plus 1000 Republican votes in order to be  a lot more competitive.  If we 
lose Marysville, that is pretty much out the window - and there is no need for that.  My 
contact information is below.  Best regards  Kurt Hanke  38gopchair@comcast.net  425-348-
9637 

9/21/11 Kurt F. Hanke, 
President 

Turbocraft, Inc. Everett     SM   2 38 Commissioner Huff: I am the Republican Chair of the 38th Legislative district.  I would sure 
appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and discuss the plan for the district.  Many 
people write off the 38th as a very blue district,  but in recent past races, good candidates in 
good years have only  lost by 500 - 600 votes.  (Erv Hoglund vs. McCoy for example)  All we 
need is differential of plus 1000 Republican votes in order to be  a lot more competitive.  If we 
lose Marysville, that is pretty much out the window - and there is no need for that.  My 
contact information is below.  Best regards  Kurt Hanke  38gopchair@comcast.net  425-348-
9637 

9/21/11 Donald Smith   Bellevue     SM   8 41 Commissioner Huff: In the Huff plan, the 8th CD has a very odd shape. The plan segregates 
Bellevue from most of its similar neighbors. Bellevue doesn't belong with the rest of the 
communities in the new 8th CD under the Huff plan. 

9/21/11     Lakewood     SM   6 28 Commissioner Huff: I would say Mr. Huff has a plan that makes a lot of sense. The 6th CD (like 
the 1st) should not span across the Puget Sound. Districts that cross the big body of water 
reek of a gerrymander. The only suggestion I have is to keep the Pierce County and Gig 
Harbor area that resides on the same side of the water of the 6th in the proposed plan, 
because it resides on the same side of the Puget Sound. 

9/21/11 Ed Mohs   Marysville     SM   2 38 To the commission:  Please keep the 38 Legislative District in tact, but add new precincts 
(Marysville) to the 38th.  Thank you for your work.  Ed Mohs  425-923-3188 

9/22/11 Craig Dougherty   Kent     SM   9 33 Commissioner Gorton: This plan needs to be fixed.  The 11th runs into Kent, dividing it into a 
3 pieces in 3 Leg districts, while Seattle is comprised of 5 Districts entirely, you take what, the 
5th largest town in Washingtion and cut it up like a pie.....the 11th needs to shrink north past 
the Kent City limits and grow to the east.  The 33rd does not need any of Burien whatsoever.  



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 182 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
Keep Kent in no more that 2 districts, and preferably, all of Kent in the 33rd..... 

9/22/11 Craig Dougherty   Kent     SM   9 33 Each Legislative District Chair should be able to recieve a fully plotted oversized printout of 
each of the 4 changes for Congressional, and Legislative proposals by all members, along with 
full size  historical 2001 plots as well. This should include all new proposed boundries specific 
to each proposal and not apporximations of lines. I am the Disctrict Chairman of the 33rd 
District.  This needs to be available ASAP. 

9/23/11 Glenn Armstrong,  
Election/Voter 
Services Specialist 

  Spokane     Email       Click to view original documents 

9/23/11           SM   4 13 Commissioner Ceis: I feel strongly that this plan would be a great grouping of the social, 
economical and values represented of the 13th District 

9/23/11 Hans Gundersen         Email       The US political system is broken – politicians and politics is getting increasingly isolated, 
insulated and controlled by special interest – not the voters.  The Commission’s various 
alternative proposals will only serve to perpetuate a failing system, not revitalize our 
democracy by putting voters in charge.   Gerrymandering to promote and enhance the 
likelihood of a predetermined outcome – whether the reelection of the incumbent or 
representation of minorities – are fundamentally antidemocratic and promotes ideological, 
uncompromising brinkmanship in Washington DC.  When incumbents are only responsive to 
their core constituency – not the general public, we end up where we now are.   Commission 
members, do the right thing to our state and our nation – scrap all four proposals and design 
even districts that incorporate all political views.  The successful candidate must then learn 
the art of compromise and pursue the best interest of a true majority – much more likely to 
gravitate towards the center than ideological extremes.  The elections will likely also be more 
competitive – and competition is good – right!  Perhaps we can reach a point where the 
elections are about voting FOR a candidate, not for the lesser of two evils.  Who knows, we 
might even generate greater public interest and increase our voter participation.  Emancipate 
the voter and let democracy work!  Is that not what the Commission is tasked to do?   
Sincerely   Hans Gundersen  Redmond 

9/23/11     Mill Creek     SM   1 44 Commissioner Gorton: Gorton's plans ensure not only that districts are compact, but also in 
most districts (the most of any of the plans) communities of interest are put in the same 
district.  I am very happy to see that Mill Creek appropriately was moved out of the 44th and 
into the same district with Bothell. This is long overdue, as these two cities have a lot of 
commonalities.  I am also happy to see more of Marysville put into the 44th (and going from 
being in 4 to just 2 districts), while keeping Tulalip with Everett. 

9/23/11 Joyce Mulliken    Moses Lake     Email       Commissioner Gorton: As a former Legislator from the 13th Legislative District, it’s important 
to keep the Columbia Basin Irrigation Project, (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Dept. of the 
Interior) and the communities served by the Project working together.  I believe Slade 
Gorton’s proposal best meets the socio-economic needs, and protection of the natural and 
water resources for the 13th Legislative District.   In addition, it is the least disruptive for the 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0097.pdf
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people in WA State in regards to keeping communities together, and geographic compactness 
and equality, particularly to his proposed Congressional Districts.  Reducing the geographic 
miles within districts would allow the people to be better served by those who are elected to 
represent them in Olympia and WA, D.C.   Lastly, creating a third Congressional District east of 
the Cascades would encourage more balance at the congressional level for people living in 
2/3 of the state’s geographic land mass – which would benefit WA citizens statewide.  I 
encourage the Commission’s consideration to adopt the September 13th proposal offered by 
Slade Gorton.  In your service,   jmulliken   Joyce Mulliken  Moses Lake, WA 

9/23/11           SM   2 38 Commissioner Gorton: I don't know how he was able to do this, but Gorton did an exceptional 
job in redistricting the Congressional districts through the new 10th as well as the minority-
majority district.  This was done in such a way that ensures the most minimal number of 
counties being split between districts, while for the most part ensuring communities of 
interest are kept together.  The other 3 plans have some pretty "odd ball" shapes, which to 
me just reeks of gerrymandering and partisan politics.  Bravo Gorton!  Your plan ensures 
competitive districts with excellent boundaries that allow for each representative to easily 
transit through such area to keep the residents and voters in each district engaged.  I was very 
pleased that you took input of the resident who attended many of the hearings (I cannot 
recall his name), who made the suggestion, based on data, that the 10th had to be outside of 
the central Puget Sound region.  I believe he recommended the 10th be generally where you 
put it, and I am very pleased that this area of the state will finally have someone to represent 
them in Congress.  Highways 2 and 20 cross this region and their somewhat rural nature 
makes these boundaries appropriate.  I reside in the (sub)urban area of Snohomish County 
and was extremely pleased when I saw the proposed CD 2 boundaries to include Everett and 
its suburbs (Mukilteo, Marysville, Lake Stevens, Mill Creek, Snohomish) and the "Eastside 
405" communities of Bothell, Kenmore, Woodinville, Kirkland, and Redmond placed into a 
single district.  Few have recognized that these are communities of interest.  State Routes 9 
and 527 connect up with I-405, and a lot of residents from the Everett suburbs commute to 
the Eastside.  This will hopefully get us a larger more united voice when it comes to 
transportation funding, for example.  Another interesting spin that I was very pleased in 
seeing was, on the same token, the "Seattle burbs of the north" (Everett, Lynnwood, 
Mountlake Terrace, etc) were aligned with Seattle.  I have said a lot, and I think this is a 
testament to just how pleased I am with Commissioner Gorton's plan.  This is the BEST of all 
four, so I would strongly encourage you to support this plan.  Also, please also consider 
renumbering the districts so it is easier to know what district is where-- genius idea!  One 
other note, I tend to consider myself an Independent who leans Democrat, just to go "on the 
record" that these are not comments from a Republican.  I think Gorton's plan is the most 
fair, creates the most competition, and the least partisan--- this is EXACTLY how the process 
needs to be! 

9/23/11 Toby Guevin OneAmerica   Seattle     SM       Thank you for your work in drafting new voting maps for our state that recognized 
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community input. I urge you to support important redistricting priorities for immigrant 
communities and communities of color in Washington State.   The decisions you make will 
have a dramatic impact on the political process in our state. The draft maps you presented 
reflected many important requests made by immigrant communities and communities of 
color during the public process.   I urge you to draw final maps that safeguard these gains and 
encourage civic participation, including the following:  - A “Majority Minority” district in South 
King County, as drawn by Commissioner Huff.   - Keep Yakima and the Tri-Cities in the same 
Congressional District.  - Keep Pasco unified, please don't split it apart.  As Commissioner Huff 
mentioned in his release of the maps, it is important for commissioners to listen to the “will 
of the people.” Thank you, again, for your work and I urge you to continue to provide us with 
the hope of fair representation.  Sincerely,  Toby Guevin  3644A Courtland Pl. S  Seattle, WA 
98144 

9/23/11 Mary Fleming          Email       I do not agree with at least 2 of the committee’s ideas for our district. I live in Walla Walla and 
would like to see the county remain with the 5th district. It’s quite interesting that the 2 
democratic committee’s members would like us to shift over to the 4th district, thereby 
attempting to shift the balance in the 5th district away from republican and more towards the 
democrats, as Walla Walla county is strongly republican. Very interesting. The majority of the 
people I talk to feel the same also, we all want to stay in the 5th district. We have great 
representation with our Congresswoman, Cathy McMorris Rodgers, and strongly agree with 
her policies. It doesn’t appear that there would be any benefit to moving us out of the 5th 
district. This appears to be just another political agenda game.   Sincerely,  Mary P Fleming 

9/23/11 Daniel Cotton    Washougal     Email       I just read an article in the Columbian  Newspaper and wanted to let you know that I feel a 
great injustice was done when east Clark county was moved into the 15th district. I do not 
believe the views of the people of east Clark County are being represented by the legislatures 
of eastern Yakima Co.  Rural Clark County has nothing in common with the agricultural east-
side of the state  Please redraw the boundaries to include all of Clark with west-side 
representation.  I would actually like to be able to see my representative at local community 
functions.  Thank you  Daniel Cotton  29403 NE Zeek Road  Washougal WA  98671 

9/23/11 Tamara   Wenatchee     Email       I am a resident of Wenatchee WA and have lived in Eastern WA all my life.  I am extremely 
distressed to read the information on the current proposals of redistricting in our State.  All 
four of the plans would pair my city with residents of Western WA.  The "Cascade curtain" 
exists for a reason and it is not political.  There is a huge disparity in economic & cultural 
factors between Eastern WA and Western WA.  The issues effecting residents in Eastern WA 
are completely different than those in Western WA, how can those issues be represented by 
one congressman?  How could someone from King County represent the people who live & 
work in Chelan or Douglas County?  Please reconsider the redistricting plans so that all 
residents of Washington State can be represented by congressmen who understand their 
needs.  Tamara 

9/23/11 T.K. Backman       Carnation     Email       Here is my feedback based on the information provided in the HeraldNet.com on Sunday, 
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Sept 18th, 2011, as shown here:  
http://heraldnet.com/article/20110918/NEWS01/709189866   While I’m sure there are 
strategic considerations at play for ensuring the best likelihood of Rep/Dem dominance in the 
proposed districts, I would urge you to keep the wants and desires of the voters in mind as 
well.   I do not favor any redistricting plan that lumps together voters from Seattle with ANY 
portion of the Eastside of King County.  At every turn in the last 40 years, I’ve found my 
interests to be completely divergent from the voting populace of Seattle proper.  Just like the 
eastern portion of Snohomish County (as mentioned in the above article), the eastern portion 
of King County does not share demographics, voting patterns, taxing preferences or any other 
key imperatives with metro Seattle.   http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cascade-County-
WA/110992995618265   As a resident of first Bellevue and now Carnation, I’ve long enjoyed 
being the 8th District, supporting both Jenifer Dunn and now Dave Reichert.  Of the plans set 
forth by the members of the commission, here are my “Grades” for these proposals:   1. 
Status Quo (2000 districts):  B+ [lumps Kingston/Lynnwood into Kirkland as District 1 instead 
of into District 8 ]  2. Slade Gorton’s new proposal:  C+ [lumps all of Bellevue into South 
Seattle/Renton instead of Eastside]  3. Time Ceis’ new proposal:  D [lumps South Bellevue into 
metro Seattle instead of D1]  4. Dean Foster’s new proposal: C- [lumps all of Bellevue into 
Renton/South Seattle f, AND splits Kirkland v. Bellevue, splits Snoqualmie Valley oddly]  5. 
Tom Huff’s new proposal: D- [puts Kirkland in with metro Seattle and divides core Eastside 
into 4 districts]   I would suggest you make Seattle proper one district  add Kingston and/or 
Vashon Island as needed.  Keep the Eastside together and include everything North of Renton 
up to Duvall/Monroe and from Mercer Island to the crest of the Cascade mountains.  This is 
BOTH the natural demographic and geographic split for King County. Another similar proposal 
would be to look for the natural boundaries that the people have already tried to affect in the 
biggest three counties in Washington.  For clear inspiration for this, look to the Cedar County 
/ Cascade County dividing lines and similar initiatives in King, Snohomish and Pierce Counties.   
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cascade_County,_Washington  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_County,_Washington  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skykomish_County,_Washington   The people of the eastern 
portions of these counties clearly want their own counties and districts apart from metro 
areas.  That sentiment remains quite strong to this day – East vs. West.  The petitioned will of 
the people was thwarted repeatedly on these matters – and while you cannot fix the county 
boundaries, you have the power redress these same grievances partially during the 
congressional redistricting process.   Sincerely,   T.K. Backman  Carnation, WA 98014 

9/23/11 Joseph Mizrahi   Seattle     SM       Dear Redistricting Commissioners,  Thank you for your work thus far on the redistricting 
maps! I urge you to support important redistricting priorities for immigrant communities and 
communities of color in Washington State.   The decisions you make will have a dramatic 
impact on the political process in our state and have the ability to help or harm our 
communities. While many people consider these just lines on a map, for those who testified 
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at hearings, these maps have real consequences. For example, there are real disparities in 
education, health and income that our communities have in common and that elected leaders 
need to address.  For this reason, I urge you to draw final maps that will encourage full 
participation of immigrant communities and communities of color, including the following:  - 
“Majority Minority” state legislative districts. I urge you to create three majority people of 
color state legislative districts in King County, one in Tacoma and at least one majority Latino 
state legislative district in Yakima  - “Majority Minority” congressional district in South King 
County, as drawn by Commissioner Huff. I believe this district—with no incumbent—presents 
the best opportunity for strong representation of immigrant communities and communities 
of color in Congress. I appreciate Commissioner Huff’s listening to our communities.  As 
Commissioner Huff mentioned in his release of the maps, it is important for commissioners to 
listen to the “will of the people.” Thank you, again, for your work and I urge you to continue 
to provide us with the hope of fair representation.  Sincerely,  Joseph Mizrahi  4807 Stone 
Way N  Seattle, WA 98103 

9/23/11 Virginia Weihs   Seattle     SM       Dear Redistricting Commissioners,  I am writing to thank you for your work thus far on the 
redistricting maps and to urge you to support important redistricting priorities for immigrant 
communities and communities of color in Washington State.  The decisions the 
commissioners make will have a dramatic impact on the political process in our state and 
have the ability to help or harm our communities. For this reason, I urge you to draw final 
maps that will encourage and allow full participation of communities of color in Washington, 
including the following:  Congressional Districts  •   I support the “Majority Minority” district 
in South King County, as drawn by Commissioner Huff. Many Unity Map supporters advocated 
for this exact district and it was truly gratifying and empowering to see this very map, the 
“Unity Map,” included in the draft plans. We believe this district—with no incumbent—
presents the best opportunity for strong representation of immigrant communities and 
communities of color in Congress.  We appreciate that Commissioner Huff listened to our 
communities.  •   Continue to keep Yakima and the Tri-cities in the same Congressional 
District. All four maps have Yakima and Tri-cities in the same Congressional District. We 
support this effort.  State Legislative Districts  •   I support the creation of “Majority Minority” 
state legislative districts. As a result, I urge you to create three majority people of color state 
legislative districts in King County, Tacoma and at least one majority people of color (by 
minority voting age citizens) state legislative district completely contained in Yakima County.  
•   Create a state legislative district in Yakima County where a majority of citizens of voting 
age are people of color. However, I believe the true measure of fair representation for this 
district is the percentage of voting age minority citizens.  •   I support a unified Pasco. All of 
the commissioners said during the release of the maps that keeping cities together is a 
priority. However, two of the four maps cut Pasco—with its large Latino and immigrant 
population—into two different districts. Cutting Pasco in half will only dilute the power of the 
large Latino and immigrants populations in the city.  As Commissioner Huff mentioned in his 
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release of the maps, it is important for commissioners to listen to the “will of the people.” I 
am excited to see better representation of immigrant communities and communities of color 
in our area and across Washington State. Thank you, again, for your work and we urge you to 
continue to provide us with the hope of fair representation.  Virginia Weihs  1754 ne 90th st  
seattle, WA 98115  512-217-0427 

9/23/11 Dick Gidner   Renton     Email     41 Dear Sirs:  I currently live in the south end of the 41st LD.  All of the four maps seem to have 
moved me into the 11th LD, which does not please me!  But much more importantly, the four 
maps either move Representative Marcie Maxwell (D-41) out of the 41st, or just leaves her 
hanging.  In all cases, the maps take away her strong support base in north Renton.  I 
recommend that the south boundary of the 41st LD be along SR 169 going into Renton, and 
then cut north on or about at Union Ave, and then west to the lake at SR 900.   I believe that it 
is very important to maintain elected State Legislators in their current districts, and maintain 
their major support areas.  Thank you for your consideration.   Dick Gidner  14825 SE 138th Pl.  
Renton, WA 98059 

9/24/11 James Flynn Seaport Renton     SM   9 11 Commissioner Gorton: I like your plan for 11th Legislative District, i think it will work best for 
voters who have most in common.  I would prefer to stay in the 9th Cong. Dist. instead of the 
new 10th. Either way, that area is heavily Democratic. 

9/24/11 James Flynn Seaport Renton     SM   9 11 Commissioner Ceis: I feel your plan for the 11th District should be with lines farther East, that 
is, all of Renton and North Kent, similar to the Gorton plan.  The LD would have more in 
common with each other and maybe we could all be in the 9th Cong. Dist. instead of being 
split into 7th, 8th and 9th Cong Dist where we don't have any political clout with.  Straighten 
the lines along Rt 900 as there are problems with that area annexing to Renton and that will 
simplify things whichever city they annex to. 

9/24/11 James Flynn Seaport Renton     SM   9 11 Commissioner Foster: I like the Cong. Dist as you have it drawn up.  I feel you plan for the 
11th LD takes the boundaries way to far to the North.  It would include much Port of Seattle 
Shipping Terminals, and Port property along the Duwamish but not any voters.  Most of the 
voters who work in the mentioned area are from West Seattle, Burien, White Center and 
Beacon Hill.  You would be much better moving the boundaries South and East where the 
major employment center is Valley Medical Center and Boeing Renton.  I think something like 
the Gorton plan is most feasible for the 11th LD.  Voters have more in common as far as 
economic equality.  Only two school districts, all but one H.S. would be in the Renton School 
District with a lot less problems historically than other districts. 

9/24/11 James Flynn Seaport Renton     SM   8 11 Commissioner Huff: I'm in the 11th LD, split in three congressional districts, having no CD 
clout so your idea of putting us in the new 10th is very good for me as a voter.  I think your 
plan for the 11th LD is very good but could be improved by moving the west boundaries 
farther east.  Tukwila and Renton have much different economic demographics.  Voters from 
Renton and North Kent work at Valley Medical Center and medical practices or Boeing 
Renton.  Voters from Tukwila tend to work at the Airport and towards the industrial jobs near 
the marine terminals. That is why I think something similar to the Gorton plan would work 
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best for the voters in the 11th LD.  Also, School District problems would be simplified since 
only one H.S. is in Kent, the rest are in the Renton School District. 

9/24/11 Jason Wyles   Wenatchee     SM   4 12 Commissioner Gorton: After reviewing the four plans, I like yours the best as it atleast 
includes Eastern Washington being represented by the new district.  It's upsetting when 
Eastern Washington lacks the representation we deserve.  Thank you for fighting for this plan 
so that Eastern Washington receives the representation that we are entitled.  Western 
Washington should not get the additional congressional seat! 

9/24/11 Jason Wyles   Wenatchee     SM   4 12 Commissioner Ceis: As a citizen of Eastern Washington, I do not like your congressional plan.  
Why should the additional district go to Western Washington?  Don't you already have 
enought representation?  If you lived in Eastern Washington you would feel like most of us 
that we are under-represented as it is.  Giving Western Washington another district would 
just make it that much worse.  Please consider this. 

9/24/11 Jason Wyles   Wenatchee     SM   4 12 Commissioner Foster: As a citizen of Eastern Washington, I do not like your congressional 
plan.  Why should the additional district go to Western Washington?  Don't you already have 
enought representation?  If you lived in Eastern Washington you would feel like most of us 
that we are under-represented as it is.  Giving Western Washington another district would 
just make it that much worse.  Please consider this. 

9/24/11 Jason Wyles   Wenatchee     SM   4 12 Commissioner Huff: As a citizen of Eastern Washington, I do not like your congressional plan.  
Why should the additional district go to Western Washington?  Don't you already have 
enought representation?  If you lived in Eastern Washington you would feel like most of us 
that we are under-represented as it is.  Giving Western Washington another district would 
just make it that much worse.  Please consider this. 

9/24/11 Larry A. Dixon   Spokane     SM   5 3 after spending several minutes TRYING to view the maps of suggested districts from the 
commissioners, I accuse the commission of making the information as difficult to view as 
POSSIBLE.  To my mind there is no reason that the maps could not near instantly appear on 
the screen other than  the commission does not want citizens to know of their handywork.  I 
suggest that you clean up your act! 

9/25/11 Charles Snell   Centralia     SM   3 20 Commissioner Gorton: As a young conservative in Centralia, I appreciate your plan to keep 
Lewis County within the 3rd Congressional District. My suggestion is to keep Lewis County in 
the 3rd Congressional District, regardless of any other plans or changes that are suggested. If 
Lewis County is taken out of the 3rd Congressional District and included in a different district, 
myself and many others here fear that our beliefs and opinions will not be properly 
represented in the United States House of Representatives. 

9/25/11 Charles Snell   Centralia     SM   3 20 Commissioner Ceis: As a young conservative in Centralia, I appreciate your plan to keep Lewis 
County within the 3rd Congressional District. My suggestion is to keep Lewis County in the 3rd 
Congressional District, regardless of any other plans or changes that are suggested. If Lewis 
County is taken out of the 3rd Congressional District and included in a different district, 
myself and many others here fear that our views and opinions will not be properly 
represented in the United States House of Representatives. 
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9/25/11 Charles Snell   Centralia     SM   3 20 Commissioner Foster: As a young conservative in Centralia, I appreciate your plan to keep 

Lewis County within the 3rd Congressional District. My suggestion is to keep Lewis County in 
the 3rd Congressional District, regardless of any other plans or changes that are suggested. If 
Lewis County is taken out of the 3rd Congressional District and included in a different district, 
myself and many others here fear that our views and opinions will not be properly 
represented in the United States House of Representatives. 

9/25/11 Charles Snell   Centralia     SM   3 20 Commissioner Huff: As a young conservative in Centralia, I appreciate your plan to keep Lewis 
County within the 3rd Congressional District. My suggestion is to keep Lewis County in the 3rd 
Congressional District, regardless of any other plans or changes that are suggested. If Lewis 
County is taken out of the 3rd Congressional District and included in a different district, 
myself and many others here fear that our views and opinions will not be properly 
represented in the United States House of Representatives. 

9/25/11 Alex Kienker   Raymond     SM   3 19 Please unify the Pacific coast in a single Congressional District. The dividing line between 
Pacific and Grays Harbor is artificial. These counties were once one. This will allow for more 
cohesive rural/coastal/forest planning and representation. In general, Watershed boundaries 
should be used where Districts divide. The Chehalis basin and cities to the north are more 
connected to the coast than cities approaching Portland to the south that are much more 
oriented to the Columbia. 

9/26/11 Mike Lytton           Email       I do not support the US District may which joins the Bellingham area with parts of the 
Okanogan.  It is just too hard to travel across this area (Friday Harbor via ferry then Hwy 2 
over the pass – not the best). 

9/26/11 Connie Rodriguez   Auburn     SM   8 31 Dear Redistricting Commissioners,  Thank you for your work in drafting new voting maps for 
our state that recognized community input. I urge you to support important redistricting 
priorities for immigrant communities and communities of color in Washington State. The 
decisions you make will have a dramatic impact on the political process in our state. The draft 
maps you presented reflected many important requests made by immigrant communities and 
communities of color during the public process. I urge you to draw final maps that safeguard 
these gains and encourage civic participation, including the following:  - A “Majority Minority” 
district in South King County, as drawn by Commissioner Huff. - Keep Yakima and the Tri-Cities 
in the same Congressional District.  - Keep Pasco unified, please don't split it apart.  As 
Commissioner Huff mentioned in his release of the maps, it is important for commissioners to 
listen to the “will of the people.” Thank you, again, for your work and I urge you to continue 
to provide us with the hope of fair representation. 

9/27/11 John Marchione, 
Mayor   

City of Redmond Redmond     Letter   1 48 Click toview letter from City of Redmond 

9/27/11         Olympia Letter       Click to view letters from 17 people in support of "Majority Minority" districts 

9/27/11 Cynthia Stang   Kirkland     Email       I think Slade Gordon’s maps are perfectly acceptable.  The fact that he has kept 20 more cities 
from being divided in districts is a great improvement.  I think he has done the best of all the 
maps. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0096.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0065.pdf
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9/27/11 Terry and 

Kathleen    Winet  
  Yakima     Email   4 13 To the Commission,  We are voters in the 13th District; we live near Terrace Heights, just east 

of Yakima. In our 15+ years  in this district; we feel unrepresented. Our legislators are not 
from here; the closest ones have been  from Kittitas County, the others from Adams County. 
How in the world are we represented by someone  from Moses Lake? There is no way to run 
a local candidate against them, because our voter base is  very small and voters in Kittitas and 
Adams Counties don't want to be represented by someone in  Yakima -- understandably! 
Please rectify this "absentee" representation. 

9/27/11 Ramona Stumpf    Lynden     SM   2 42 Commissioner Huff: I prefer Commissioner Huff's plan, and hope you will adopt it.  It seems to 
make the most sense, geographically. 

9/27/11 Jackie 
Pendergrass 

  Kirkland     SM   1 32 Commissioner Gorton: During the last redistricting, they put our neighborhood - North 
Kirkland/North Juanita in the 32nd.  We have now had 10 years without true representation 
by our state legislators and senator.  There is nothing in common between Shoreline, Lake 
Forest Park, Kenmore and Kirkland.  Please look at the other proposals and move us back into 
the 1st or into the 45th.  Both districts are a better match for our community.  Would like 
representation back. 

9/27/11           SM   1 32 Commissioner Huff: In the last redistricting, we were put into the 32nd District.  We have had 
10 years with no representation by our state legislators and senator.  The reason for this is 
there is no similarity in the cities included - Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Kenmore and North 
Kirkland.  Please look at Foster's and Ceis's proposals which put North Kirkland/North Juanita 
back in the 1st or into the 45th. 

9/27/11           SM   1 32 Commissioner Ceis: Living in North Kirkland/North Juanita, moving back into the 1st district or 
into the 45th would be the best for our community.  We have 10 years of being in the 32nd 
where we have not had representation by our state legislators and senator because we 
having nothing in common with their home communities. 

9/27/11           SM       Commissioner Foster: Living in North Kirkland/North Juanita, moving back into the 1st district 
or into the 45th would be the best for our community.  We have 10 years of being in the 32nd 
where we have not had representation by our state legislators and senator because we 
having nothing in common with their home communities. 

9/29/11 Jim Burrows   Burien     Email       Click to view email: 8 drafts compactness 

9/29/11 Denis Law, Mayor City of Renton Renton     Letter       Click to view letter from City of Renton 

9/29/11     Lakewood     SM   6 28 Commissioner Gorton: Tacoma should not be left in the 6th district. Having the 1st or 6th 
district cross a large body of water like the Puget Sound seems like gerrymandering. The rest 
of the 6th district is very different from the City of Tacoma. 

9/29/11 James P. Marrow, 
CWO2 

US Navy Oak Harbor     SM   2 10 Commisssioner Gorton:  Overall your plan looks fine.  I suggest you also consider 
Commissioner Huff's plan.  His idea of including areas about Jim Creek Naval facility in Skagit 
County as part of District 10 makes good sense since the Navy plays such a huge role in 
District 10.  This could be considered a major "Navy community of interest." 

9/29/11 James P. Marrow, 
CWO2 

US Navy Oak Harbor     SM   2 10 Commissioner Huff: Your plan of extending District 10 inland to include areas in and about the 
Jim Creek Navy facility is excellent.  With the Navy presence so important and extensive in 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0098.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0026.pdf


 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 191 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
District 10, it is an outstanding idea to include the inland Jim Creek region. 

9/29/11 Jud Morris Key Peninsula Family 
Resource Center 

Vaughn     SM   6 26 I am the Key Peninsula Family Resource Center Director (a social services agency), and 
currently the Key Peninsula Business Association Vice President (I have previously been KPBA 
President). I have a unique view because I provide services to people in need of a variety of 
social services, as well as repreesenting the interests of business. The residents of the Key 
Peninsula are very connected socially, politically, financially and economically with the 
communities of the 26th. District and I am recommending that the Key Peninsula remain in 
the 26th. District with the communities of Gig Harbor and Port Orchard (and rural west Pierce 
County. Our relationships with Mason County and the 35th. District are almost nonexistant. 
Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me if you have any questioins. 

9/29/11 Penny Gazabat Key Peninsula 
Community Services 

Lakebay     SM   6 26 We have great concerns about redistricting the 26th district and the impact it would have on 
social service agencies like ours. If this needs to happen we support Huff or Gorton's proposal 
for legislative redistricting. 

9/30/11 Glenn Armstrong,  
Election/Voter 
Services Specialist 

  Spokane     Email       Click to view document 

9/30/11 Edward Dvorak, 
PO 

  Lakebay     SM   6 26 Commissioner, We feel that we have good representation by our current districts and with 
the new plans it appears that the goal is to divide and conquer.  It also relegates the Key 
Peninsula to a minor part of any election, since the southern section of the peninsula is 
sparsely populated. This fact would not be lost on any politician and so our needs would also 
be looked as not very important. 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Gorton: Best 4th and 5th District lines, looking from an economic, 
transportation and ecological standpoint, EXCEPT for splitting Adams County. Splitting a small 
population county between two Congressional districts discourages participation and dilutes 
representation.  The only advantage of this split over Foster’s is at least this oddly located line 
does not contribute to the “panhandle vs rest of the county” problem reinforced by Foster.  I 
hope it follows school district boundaries or some other realistic community of interest. Does 
have the advantage of condensing the 5th district so it doesn’t stretch from Canada to 
Oregon, reducing the extreme physical distances to be traveled. 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Gorton: 5th not bad, although would suggest putting all of Adams in the 5th 
with the rest of the dryland Palouse country and shift all of Walla Walla County to the 4th.  
However, if the math doesn’t work out, at least Adams is all in one district. Re: the new cross 
Cascades district, the far north isn’t logical from a transportation linkage point of view, very 
difficult to serve this district well. 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Huff: You have got to be kidding - this plan splits Lincoln County in two along 
an imaginary line between the 4th and the 5th! Lincoln County is small, rural and represents a 
single community of interest. Splitting a small population county between two Congressional 
districts discourages participation and dilutes representation. There has to be a better way. 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Foster: 5th district lines not bad, although does not solve the problem of a 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0097.pdf
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divided Adams County and leaves in place the unfortunate demarcation line that reinforces a 
“panhandle vs. the county” separation. Splitting a small population county between two 
Congressional districts discourages participation and dilutes representation. 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Foster: Cmr. Foster appears to have either no understanding of eastern 
Washington or he clearly is setting up a ridiculous option as a negotiating ploy to get 
something less extreme but still gerrymandered. Creating a legislative district that stretches 
from the Spokane County line through Lincoln, Grant, Douglas (partial) and Kittitas counties 
and through the Cascades to the King County line is clearly absurd. Were these counties just 
left over after shuffling Spokane and Palouse country? The Spokane metropolitan redistricting 
also reflects little understanding of local communities of interest or geography. Were you 
trying to see how many districts you could disrupt? 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Ceis: Don’t see the point in flipping district numbers and lines around in SE 
Washington and Spokane County unless intent was just to be sure and irritate key senior 
incumbents. Should incumbents that you left untouched feel slighted? Adding a piece of 
Douglas County to the 7th Legislative District and removing pieces of Spokane County that 
have existing economic, social and environmental ties does not make sense. 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Huff: I’ll leave someone with better local knowledge to comment on the odd 
border between the 12th and 13th in Grant and Douglas counties. Otherwise appears to be 
least disruptive of existing boundaries except where explicitly necessary to accommodate 
growth patterns in metropolitan Spokane County. 

10/1/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Commissioner Gorton: In a commendable effort to avoid splitting rural counties, this plan 
redraws the 12th Legislative district  in a way that splits the four communities surrounding 
Grand Coulee Dam into three Legislative Districts strictly aligning with the three county lines. 
The present arrangement is better; could the Dam communities be pulled into the 13th 
District as a unit?  The revised lines in Spokane County don’t address the odd “C” shape of the 
6th District, merely flip it to curl around on the east instead of the west. This plan also splits 
the west plains of Spokane County from Lincoln County, ignoring numerous economic and 
cultural ties including dissecting the state’s second largest school district in terms of area 
(Reardan-Edwall).  The 3rd, 4th and 6th Districts need a lot more work. 

10/1/11 Ken Sletten   Winthrop     SM   5 12 Commissioner Gorton: With respect:  Putting Okanogan County (and for that matter Chelan & 
Douglas Counties) in a Congressional District with parts of Snohomish & KING Counties makes 
NO SENSE to me and all of the people I know in Okanogan County.  Especially having a Cong. 
Dist. span the Cascades in the far-north part of WA is bad.  Remember:  North Cascades Hwy 
is CLOSED all winter.  All of Okanogan County should ABSOLUTELY stay in the 5th Cong. Dist;  
and Chelan and Douglas should be in either the 4th or the 5th.  If a Cong. Dist. absolutely has 
to span the Cascade Crest to make the numbers work, then it would seem like the obvious 
place to do that is in the far SOUTH part of WA along the Columbia River;  where counties on 
both sides of the Cascades are tied together by that great River (and the transportation 
arteries that generally follow it).  Again with respect:  Everybody I know in Okanogan County 
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will fight being part of a Cong. Dist. with King and Snohomish Counties to the bitter end;  that 
would be an unmitigated DISASTER. 

10/3/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     Email       Click to view City of Pasco Resolution No. 3346 

10/3/11 Pola Kelley, 
Executive 
Director 

Sedro-Woolley 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Sedro-
Woolley 

    Letter       Click to view Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce letter 

10/3/11   46th LD Democrats       Letter       Click to view 46th District Democrats Resolution 

10/3/11 William I. 
Trandum 

  Vaughn     SM   6 26 My name is Bill Trandum.  I am an elected Key Peninsula Metropolitan Park District 
Commissioner.  There are just two official elected bodies that directly represent the Key 
Peninsula.  They are KeyPenParks and Fire District 16.  In every other case the Key Peninsula is 
tagged on to some other more populous area or must rely on a purely advisory Community 
Council.  During my tenure on the Park board (over three years) we have carefully and 
consistently nurtured our relationships with 26th district leaders AND THEIR STAFFS (Sen. 
Derek Kilmer, Rep. Larry Seaquist, and Rep Jan Angel).  With their assistance we have added 
nearly 1,000 acres of new park lands to our inventory mostly through arrangements with the 
State Department of Natural Resources without removing any land from the tax rolls.  We 
trust them: they trust us.  Likewise we have nurtured our relationship with the County 
Councilmen (Terry Lee and Stan Flemming) who have represented our district.  Moving our 
representation, which is thin to start with, to officials centered elsewhere with whom we 
have neither familiarity nor, more importantly, a trust relationship would do a serious 
disservice to the more than16,000 persons who populate the remote and often neglected Key 
Peninsula.  I would be happy to meet with and testify to this, my opinion, any time any place.  
Thank you 

10/3/11 A.David 
Churchman PhD 
(Cantab)   

  Puyallup     Email       Members of the Redistricting Commission:  I understand that the Puyallup City Council is 
about to send you a letter on behalf of the City of Puyallup stating their opposition to being 
placed into the 8th US Congressional District. I do not agree with that position. I have lived in 
the same location in Puyallup for over 30 years and have been represented by various 
Districts during that time while never actual moving. For a period of time, this part of Puyallup 
was previously in the 8th Congressional District and well represented by the late Ms Jennifer 
Dunne. The Puyallup Council has conveniently forgotten that fact.  Placing Puyallup in the 8th 
District is acceptable to myself and probably most Puyallup citizens. (Just not the "Democrats" 
on the Puyallup City Council and their appointed City Manager who does not even live in 
Puyallup). The concept of the members of the Puyallup Council representing my interest in 
Federal issues is absurd. They are overstepping any moral authority in that matter. Their paid 
lobbyist in Olympia has an ethical conflict of interest as he represents other municipalities 
who have the opposite position to the Puyallup Council's. Incomprehensible, but it is Puyallup 
after all. You should also recognize that the "official" City Hall request has been done by a 
council comprised of a majority of "lame ducks".  Most will be gone in the coming weeks. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0099.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0027.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0100.pdf
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Therefore, their representation of any position for local citizens is "moot" and should hold 
any "standing" in the matter. There is an adage in Puyallup. "If the council is for it, it must be 
bad for the citizens". I strongly support Puyallup being placed into the 8th District. 

10/3/11 Buddy Treadway            Email       Good day to the Commissioners,  As a resident of Benton Country and a Board Member of the 
Benton Rural Electric Association I am urging you not to redistrict Benton County into the 
16th District.  If you would like to add to our District that would be OK, but I do not want to be 
represented by Politicians from Walla Walla County.  This split that has been done by Slade 
Gordon does not make any sense.  Thank you 

10/4/11 Casey Peacock   Marysville     SM   2 38 Commissioner Gorton: All we really need to be competitive in the 38th Legislative is a net gain 
of 500 to 1000 Republican votes. We can do that by adding some Republican leaning 
precincts from the Marysville area. I'm sure it could be done without hurting the other 
neighboring districts. 

10/4/11 Casey Peacock   Marysville     SM   2 38 Commissioner Huff: All we really need to be competitive in the 38th Legislative is a net gain of 
500 to 1000 Republican votes. We can do that by adding some Republican leaning precincts 
from the Marysville area. I'm sure it could be done without hurting the other neighboring 
districts. 

10/4/11 Florence E. 
Moore    

  Deer Park     Email   5 7 Thanks for your work on the Redistricting Commission. I live in the 7th Legislative District.  I 
recommend that the 7th LD be smaller for easier communication.  Of the 4 plans, I like Mr. 
Seis' plan better than the others.   I also recommend that the 5th Congressional District be 
smaller, if possible. 

10/4/11 Phil Anderson   Quincy     SM   4 13 Commissioner Huff: Bring the northern border of 13 to the grant county borders 
10/4/11 Robert B. Murray   Spokane     SM   5 6 Dramatic redistricting is not in the best interests of the residents therein. Nibble portions of 

current districts to conform to population requirements but surely it is counterproductive to 
change whole districting so that you disaffect most everyone in the process. In the case of the 
Spokane general area, the Huff remapping comes reasonably close to least worst. 

10/4/11 Doug Roulstone   Snohomish     SM   2 44 Commissioner Ceis: This plan places Snohomish Council Member John Koster (R), who resides 
in Arlington Heights, into the 8th CD which is currently served by Rep. Dave Reichert (R).  This 
plan is clearly a partisan effort to protect Rep. Rick Larsen and to preclude John Koster from 
running in either an open district or against Rick Larsen again.  Arlington Heights should be 
placed back into the 2nd CD. 

10/4/11 Doug Roulstone   Snohomish     SM   2 44 Commissioner Foster: This plan takes John Koster and moves him from the 2nd CD to the 8th 
CD.  It is a totally partisan effort to protect Rick Larsen and take John Koster out of contention 
as he would have to run against a sitting republican congressman, Dave Reichert.  Move 
Arlington Heights back into the 2nd CD so that John Koster can run for the seat held by Rick 
Larsen. 

10/4/11 Christine Clark   Deer Park     SM   5 7 Public testimony with identifying information should not be used by the commissioners to 
redistrict the person testifying out of the current district. 

10/5/11 Pete Griffin, 
Election 

County, Whatcom Bellingham     Email       Click to view email: Whatcom leg proposals 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0101.pdf
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Supervisor 

10/5/11   City of Puyallup Puyallup     Letter       Click to view City of Puyallup letter 

10/5/11 William T Pennell 
and Saundra L Hill 

  Pasco     SM   4 16 As residents of Franklin County, we join the Pasco City Council in  requesting, in the strongest 
terms, that the Commission not split Pasco and  Franklin County in its final legislative 
redistricting recommendation. In  that regard, we prefer the proposals of Commissioners Ceis 
and Foster, and  strongly disapprove of the proposals of Commissioners Gorton and Huff. 

10/5/11 Joey Martinez   Burien     SM   9 33 Commissioner Ceis: I support your CD but not LD recommendation. I believe the Foster LD 
plan is better for my area in Burien. Thank you 

10/5/11 Joey Martinez   Burien     SM   9 33 Commissioner Foster: I support your LD plan, however I like the Cies plan better for my area 
in Burien. Thank you 

10/5/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County     Email     46 Dear Commissioners,  At our meeting tonight, the Executive Board of the 46th District 
Democrats considered and passed the attached resolution regarding our desires on how the 
46th District could change in the current Redistricting process.  Resolution Urging Retention 
of Seattle’s Northern City Limit as the Northern Boundary of the 46th Legislative District:  
Whereas, under both state law and court decisions, legislative district boundaries should be 
set utilizing both city boundaries and communities of interest; and,  Whereas there are 
significant differences between residents of Seattle and residents of the suburban 
communities north of the Seattle City line in matters of community interests, school district 
and electoral matters, and interests of representation; and,  Whereas the City line at NW, N, 
and NE 145th Street provides a distinct and readily recognizable line for both communities of 
interest, political boundaries and legislative district boundaries; and  Whereas proposed 
redistricting maps from Commissioners Ceis, Huff and Foster would break up legislative 
representation of the cities of Shoreline or Lake Forest Park, diluting a portion of their 
legislative representation within a revised 46th District dominated by North Seattle, with no 
meaningful basis for dividing portions of those communities between legislative districts; and,  
Whereas increasing the population of the 46th District can be accomplished by an adjustment 
of the District’s southern boundary, while maintaining its northern boundary as the Seattle 
City limit so as to preserve communities of interest for Shoreline and Lake Forest Park, 
including the community of interest shared through schools (e.g., school assignment) and 
major arterials;  Therefore, the 46th District Democrats, through their elected Executive 
Board, urge the Washington State Redistricting Commission and commissioners to:  a)  
Maintain the communities of interest and logical legislative-district northern boundary of the 
46th District at the Seattle’s northern city limit, 145th Street; and,  b)  Utilize arterials as 
boundaries of the 46th and maintain communities of interest regarding schools and 
community councils.  Please consider this resolution during the final process of developing 
the Legislative District maps. 

10/5/11 William T Pennell 
and Saundra L Hill   

  Pasco     Email   4 16 Dear Commissioners,  As residents of Franklin County, we join the Pasco City Council in 
requesting, in the strongest terms, that the Commission not split Pasco and Franklin County in 
its final legislative redistricting recommendation. In that regard, we prefer the proposals of 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0102.pdf
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Commissioners Ceis and Foster, and strongly disapprove of the proposals of Commissioners 
Gorton and Huff. 

10/5/11 Kelly Fleming         Email   5   Redistricting Committee   We would like to remain in the 5th Congressional District with 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers. We have had great representation with her and Walla Walla has 
benefited from having her as our congresswoman. Everyone I talk to feels this same way too. 
Please leave us in the 5th district and don’t have this end up being an agenda between the 
democrat and republican parties. It needs to come down to what’s good for the constituents 
and not the political parties. 

10/5/11 Edward C. 
Robison, 
President 

Key Peninsula 
Business Assoc 

Key 
Peninsula 

    Email     26 I strongly encourage the committee to keep the Key Peninsula portion of Pierce County in the 
26th LD  and not moving it to the 35th LD.  This is because:  The Key Peninsula is contiguous 
with the Kitsap County portion of the 26th LD The Key Peninsula has on going regular business 
relationships with the Kitsap County portion of the 26th LD and the Gig Harbor peninsula 
which will remain in the 26th LD while having only a minimal relationship with Mason County 
and the 35th LD area.  The Peninsula School District will remain entirely within the 26th LD if 
the Key Peninsula is kept in the 26th LD.  It is much easier for constituents on the Key 
Peninsula to meet with their representatives if it is kept in the 26th LD since travel to their 
offices and public forums is easier.  There is very strong public opposition (100% of everyone I 
have heard from which is over 50 people) to changing the Key Peninsula to the 35th LD.  
Please consider these concerns when developing the final district map.  Thank you. 

10/5/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton     SM   9 37 Commissioner Foster: Your legistatlive plan treats Renton as a SECOND CLASS CITY.  The guild 
lines CLEARLY STATE THAT CITIES SHOULD NOT BE SPILT among legislative districts.  All of 
Renton should be in the 11th.  RENTON IS NOT SEATTLE. 

10/5/11 Frank keeler   Washougal     SM   3 18 Commissioner Huff: I have been looking at the redistricting effort and maps and its a bit 
confusing. If I am looking at this correctly I would think that commissioner Tom  Huff 
congressional plan looks the best to me because district 3 includes most of the counties that 
boarder on the Columbia and Oregon and have similar issues concerning that area. 

10/6/11 Krist Novoselic, 
Master 

Grays River Grange       Letter       Click to view Grays River Grange #124 letter 

10/6/11 Mike Anderson, 
Mayor 

City of Sedro-Woolley Sedro-
Woolley 

    Letter       Click to view City of Sedro-Woolley letter 

10/6/11 Vern Little, 
Mayor 

City of Lake Stevens Lake Stevens     Letter       Click to view City of Lake Stevens letter 

10/6/11 Michael H. 
Kepcha 

  Washougal     Letter       Click to view letter 

10/6/11 Sarah Luthens 
Petition 

        Letter       Click to view petition signatures as of October 6, 2011 

10/6/11 Support of unity 
map, 
communities of 

        Letter       Click to view 157 emails in favor of unity map  

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0107.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0106.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0105.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0029.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0103.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0104.pdf
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interest - 157 
individuals 

10/6/11 John Miles South Tacoma 
Neighborhood Council 

Tacoma     SM   6 29 Commissioner Gorton: As the vice-chair of the South Tacoma Neighborhood Council, I'm 
concerned that you've divided South Tacoma (W of I-5, S of SR16) between two legislative 
districts.  We struggle as it is for attention from our legislators to our neighborhood's issues; 
our voice will be diluted if we are divided this way. 

10/6/11 John Miles South Tacoma 
Neighborhood Council 

Tacoma     SM   6 29 Commissioner Ceis: As the vice-chair of the South Tacoma Neighborhood Council, I'm 
concerned that you've divided South Tacoma (W of I-5, S of SR16) between two legislative 
districts.  We struggle as it is for attention from our legislators to our neighborhood's issues; 
our voice will be diluted if we are divided this way. 

10/6/11 Patrick Finney   Seattle     Email       Dear Sirs:   The State of Washington should redistrict by population density – the same 
apportionment criteria the federal government uses. That is the most fair and consistent. It 
eliminates gerrymandering by parties to secure control for themselves and the need to 
appease any special interest groups (who will eventually move away). 

10/6/11 Ginny Morse   Spokane     Email       I am very upset to learn that a major redistricting goal is to make sure that the minority have 
a majority district.  This is obviously discrimination.  Everyone has a right to vote.  But voting 
should not be skewed by any particular group.  If the United States cannot be a melting pot, it 
will be a problem spot. This tactic is nothing more than a political tactic to get votes.  It’s an 
excellent device to divide our people instead of unite them.  It is encouraging segregation.  As 
a nation, it is extremely important to be drawn together by our likeness, rather than divided 
by our differences.   Let’s say I’m an apartment owner and want to help a specific nationality 
in my town.  I know that they my not speak English well and feel that I may be helping them if 
they can live closer to each other.  So I advertise the apartments for rent only in their 
language.  I’m not saying I wouldn’t rent to anyone else, I’m simply advertising to attract that 
nationality.  We all know that I’ll get sued, fined, and could lose everything I have.  So, why 
can the State do the same thing?  Simply put, this is called discrimination at the local level, 
discrimination at the state level, and discrimination at the Federal level.   I see this “majority-
minority” district as nothing else than an apartment building for a specific nationality on a 
larger scale.  I find it very disturbing that our leaders find discrimination a tool to use for their 
political purposes. 

10/6/11 Anonymous          Email       I was disturbed to read in the paper that some people want the redistricting to create 
gerrymandered districts for discriminatory purposes.  I have seen maps back East that have 
ridiculously drawn gerrymandered districts to make "special" majority districts.  On the face 
of it, creating special districts based on race and ethnicity is discriminatory whatever way you 
look at it and I hope, if something so racist is the purpose, the Washington Superior Court was 
disallow it. 

10/6/11 Gary & Suzanne 
Nyberg   

  Mead     SM     4 Commissioner Huff: My wife and I reside at 10711 E. Moffat Rd. in Mead, WA 99021 within 
State Legislative District No. 4 currently represented by Matt Shea.  We favor the Tom Huff 
map plan where we are retained in our current District No. 4.  We are opposed to any 
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redistricting plan which places us in a new district of pre-dominately urban or highly rural 
conditions.  Our Peone Prairie environs are predominately small tract agriculture where 
current District No. 4 voters have the most commonality to us versus the other other districts.  
The other three map plans would have the net effect of alienating us from our representative. 

10/6/11 Gary & Suzanne 
Nyberg 

  Mead     Email     4 This is a supplemental comment to our previous E-Mail today.  We are also opposed to any 
final redistricting plan that fragments current Legislative District No. 3 into the outlying areas 
whereby the City of Spokane residents could dominate suburban and rural areas and their 
respective districts.  The City of Spokane and immediate urban growth areas should be kept 
compartmentalized within their own district.   The current draft plan that most risks this 
undesirable effect to us is the Slade Gorton plan. 

10/7/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view proposal from David Anderson 

10/7/11 David Anderson   Seattle     Letter       Click to view letter from David Anderson 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Gorton: I find Mr. Gorton's map for the 10th CD impractical. The stretch 
between Marblemount and Winthrop is quite empty of people and the highway is blocked 
nearly half the year due to heavy snows and mountainous terrain. 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Gorton: As it is today, the NE corner of Yakima County is attached to the 13th 
LD. The residents of East Yakima have had two problems with that. First, the Yakima Firing 
Range fills most of the NE corner, and second, even though Terrace Heights is a suburb, most 
of its residents seem to act like part of the City. Many Washington cities have enough urban 
density to make up an LD. I imagine that in a few years the City of Yakima and surrounding 
communities will cohere into one LD. That will happen sooner if the Commission rejects plans 
that slice up the city or put its densest neighboring communities into other legislative 
districts. 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Ceis: You place the NW corner of Yakima County in the 13th LD. That is a big 
improvement.   As it is today, the NE corner of Yakima County is attached to the 13th LD. The 
residents of East Yakima have had two problems with that. First, the Yakima Firing Range fills 
most of the NE corner, and second, even though Terrace Heights is a suburb, most of its 
residents seem to act like part of the City.   Many Washington cities have enough urban 
density to make up an LD. I imagine that in a few years the City of Yakima and surrounding 
communities will cohere into one LD. That will happen sooner if the Commission rejects plans 
put its densest neighboring communities into other legislative districts. 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Foster: Many Washington cities have enough population density to make up an 
LD. I hope that the City of Yakima and the most dense surrounding communities will cohere 
into one LD. That will happen sooner if the Commission rejects plans that slice up the city or 
split its densest neighboring communities into other legislative districts. When I look at the US 
Census population density map for Yakima County, I want to encircle one densely populated 
oblate area and leave all the surrounding rural territory for the 13th and 15th LDs. 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Huff: Many Washington cities have enough population to make up an LD. I 
hope that the City of Yakima and the more densely populated surrounding communities can 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0062.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0049.pdf
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be joined into one LD. I hope that Commission rejects plans that slice up the most densely 
populated region of the county into three legislative districts. You put East Yakima in one 
district, North Yakima in a second district and the City proper in a third. Yakima should not 
suffer from that kind of slicing.  If you will look at the US Census population density map of 
Yakima County you will see an oblate shape of dark dense population. I ask you to encircle 
that area. The outlying rural areas will sort into the other districts and it will not be a dramatic 
change in your map. 

10/7/11 James P. Marrow, 
CWO2 

US Navy Oak Harbor     SM   2 10 Commissioner Ceis: Expanding legislative district #10 to include the region in & about the Jim 
Creek Naval Facility (N. Snohomish County/S. Skagit County) and the Smokey Point Naval 
Support Complex (Arlington area) would bring together a naval/military  "community of 
interest" when including the Naval Air Station Whidbey Island.  I support this action in re-
drawing district #10.  (I am a  Navy Reservist Chief Warrant Officer giving only a personal 
opinion as a private citizen and NOT representing the Navy in any way.) 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Ceis: Your plan is very satisfactory given that so much population has to shift 
across the Cascades. I think it is compact and includes the economic regions and media 
markets. 

10/7/11 James P. Marrow, 
CWO2 

US Navy Oak Harbor     SM   2 10 Commissioner Foster: Expanding legislative district #10 to include the region in & about the 
Jim Creek Naval Facility (N. Snohomish County/S. Skagit County) and the Smokey Point Naval 
Support Complex (Arlington area) would bring together a naval/military  "community of 
interest" when including the Naval Air Station Whidbey Island.  I support this action in re-
drawing district #10.  (I am a  Navy Reservist Chief Warrant Officer giving only a personal 
opinion as a private citizen and NOT representing the Navy in any way.) 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Ceis: Your plan for the 4th CD is my preference of the four plans. I do not think 
that Foster's plan is quite as good because traveling east from Yakima is so much easier than 
heading over the Stuart Range or the Vantage Grade. 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Huff: Your plan improves the CD boundary for Klickitat and Skamania Co. Those 
counties share interests with the other Columbia River counties.  On the other hand, a long 
stretch of territory reaching from the Oregon border to the Canadian border is too onerous. 
Your long 4th and 5th CD shapes cover more distance and take more travel time than a 
compact figure.   From Yakima traveling north means crossing the Stuart Range or the 
Vantage Grade. Traveling east has no geographic barriers. 

10/7/11 James P. Marrow, 
CWO2 

US Navy Oak Harbor     SM   2 10 Commissioner Huff: Again, Comm. Huff's plan has much merit overall.  In drafting legislative 
districts, it does seem odd to have the 39th district spread out to include 3+ counties.  
Probably, the "communities of interest" of eastern Snohomish and Skagit Counties would 
generally be better served if the 39th was confined to only those two counties:  Reducing the 
number of overlapping jursdictions generally promotes efficient  and effective government 
services.  Why on earth is there a little "tag" of King County in the 39th? 

10/7/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Commissioner Foster: I very much like how you have mapped the 4th and 5th CD and notice 
that it involves a minimum of change given the shift of so much population into the 8th CD. 
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Letting Klickitat County cross the Cascades would be an improvement given how long the trip 
and narrow the road is over Satus pass. 

10/7/11 James P. Marrow, 
CWO2 

US Navy Oak Harbor     SM   2 10 Commissioner Gorton: In drafting legislative districts, it does seem odd to have the 39th 
district spread out to include 3+ counties.  Probably, the "communities of interest" of eastern 
Snohomish and Skagit Counties would generally be better served if the 39th was confined to 
only those two counties:  Reducing the number of overlapping jursdictions generally 
promotes efficient  and effective government services.  Why on earth is there a little "tag" of 
King County in the 39th? 

10/7/11     Lake Stevens     SM   2 44 **PLEASE** keep Snohomish and Lake Stevens in the same congressional district.  I have seen 
a couple of the plans that put Lake Stevens with cities in Central Washington, but Snohomish 
staying in the urban district.  This is absolutely absurd and needs to not be approved!  Lake 
Stevens is the 5th largest city in Snohomish County and the largest city in eastern Snohomish 
County by far!  Lake Stevens belongs either in the 1st or the 2nd with its neighbors. 

10/7/11           SM       Commissioner Ceis: I do NOT like this plan, not one bit.  It reeks of gerrymandering.  The 
whole point of redistricting is to have communities that share issues to be aligned closely.  
Additionally, districts are supposed to be compact and competetive.  This plan does not 
accomplish this one bit! 

10/7/11     Mill Creek     SM   1 44 Commissioner Gorton: Thank you for listening to the people and putting Mill Creek with our 
neighbor to the south, Bothell.  I don't have anything against the cities of the 44th, but our 
town has little to nothing in common with them.  Moving Mill Creek into the 1st to be with 
Bothell is a very good idea, so thank you for recognizing this.  Please approve this plan so this 
can become a reality! 

10/7/11 Margaret James    Marysville     SM   2 38 Commissioner Gorton: I am happy that you recognized just how crazy the current districts are 
divided up for the city of Marysville.  We are currently in 4 (rather oddly-shaped, in my 
opinion) districts.  My city requested to be put entirely into the 44th, and although this plan 
does not do this completely, putting us in only the 39th and 44th is a move in the right 
direction.  If this plan goes through, which I really hope it does, I will be moved out of the 
38th and into the 44th.  I would actually be very happy to be moved into the 44th, as I live in 
east Marysville, which I consider more closely related to the other cities in the 44th (Lake 
Stevens and Snohomish), than with Everett (the 38th).  I want to live in a more competitive 
district (the 38th is not). 

10/7/11 Marcia Stedman   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Foster: As a resident of Bothell and the current 1st LD, I request that the cities 
of Mountlake Terrace, Brier, and Bothell be included in their entirety in the new 1st LD, and 
that the areas within the potential Bothell annexation also be included in the new 1st LD, as 
well as incorporated and unincorporated Woodinville. 

10/7/11 Marcia Stedman   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Ceis: This is the best plan of the four, in my opinion.  It keeps the current 1st 
District whole, and groups the eastside suburban cities well.  I think Olympia needs to be in an 
urban corridor district, and it makes more sense there than grouped with the Olympic 
Peninsula, which should remain as its own district. 
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10/7/11 Andrea Bess   Lakewood     SM   9 28 Commissioner Huff: i like this one and it seems to offer and even split for Pierce and King 

Counties. they don't seem to have dropped all of one political affiliation in one district. I think 
there will be diverse opinions allowing better discussion and input from both sides. 

10/9/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham   Olympia Letter       Click to view document: Please keep Graham together 

10/10/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham     Email       My name is Matt Hamilton and I live in Graham Washington. I would like to comment on the 
various maps at my Congressional District level and Legislative level. Right now I am in favor 
of the Gorton Map at the Congressional level and at the Legislative level I prefer a modified 
Foster/Gorton map. I was seeking a map or a combination of maps that keeps Graham 
together. When I testify on Tuesday I will bring maps of the Graham Community plan with 
me. So you may know exactly where the Pierce County Council has established the 
Community of Graham.   Under the Growth Management Act of 1995 unincorporated 
communities were given a voice by establishing community plans.Pierce county spent a half 
million dollars and citizens such as myself worked 4 years to craft a community plan for 
Graham. Back in 1995 we had barely 8,000 people in fact by the year 2000 we barely had 
12,000. But builders building on what is called "Old Dog Develepments" that is to say 
developments recorded prior to the enactment of the Growth Management Act of 1995 they 
could build outside the growth management line. And build they did, a little history of our 
location. Because we are 4 blocks outside the Growth Management Line we could never 
become a city or even a town, the bar is simply set too high. Our population as of the 2010 
Census is at 35,000 people. This is why the 2nd Legislative District had 26,400 people beyond 
the average. We are the most under-represented people per person in Washington State.   
Our new Graham Kapowsin High School is at beyond the Capacity at 1,900 students and we 
need a new one. Our local School District has purchased 100 acres of land at 70th and 224th 
to build a new High School. I chaired the commission to change the zoning of that land so that 
a new high school could be built. That means when both High Schools are full we will have 2 
4A Schools just 40 blocks apart. Can any other part of Washington State claim such growth? 
Children regardless of the economy will still have children and we must plan for this growth.  
Future growth will occur in Graham. We have 6,000 Un-built lots ,with cities in Pierce County 
reluctant to accept the infill growth required of them by the Growth Management Act, 
massive growth will occur once again in Graham. We have become the pressure relief vavle 
for Pierce County. With all this growth in people should the representation follow? Do the 
unincorporated people of Graham have the same access to Federal and State funding and 
grants? What bothers me the most is Graham does not appear on any of your maps. Yet 
towns as small as 120 do, why is that?  At the Pierce County Council level we were divided 
East and West. It was not a good situation instead of getting 2 County Council persons we got 
a half each. In this cycle great care was taken to make sure the community of Graham was not 
divided either North, South, East or West. Please respect the good people of Graham and 
keep us united in one Congressional District and one Legislative District. 

10/10/11 Edward C. Key Peninsula Key     Letter       Click to view Key Peninsula Business Association letter 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0061.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0108.pdf
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Robison, 
President 

Business Assoc Peninsula 

10/10/11 Kim Wyman, 
Auditor 

County, Thurston Thurston 
County 

    Letter       Click to view Thurston County Auditor's Office letter 

10/10/11 Marilyn 
Strickland, Mayor 

City of Tacoma Tacoma   Olympia Letter       Click to view City of Tacoma letter 

10/10/11 Nadine Shiroma 
James Arima 

  Kirkland and 
Bellevue 

    Letter       Click to view letter regarding 48th, 11th and 37th Legislative Districts 

10/10/11 Greg Anglemyer, 
President 

Key Peninsula 
Metropolitan Park 
District 

Lakebay     Letter       Click to view Key Peninsula Metropolitan Park District 

10/10/11 Mary Johnson-
Hall, Elections 
Supervisor 

County, Pierce Pierce 
County 

    Letter       Click to view Pierce County Auditor's Office review 

10/10/11 Christine Clark   Deer Park     SM   5 7 Commissioner Foster: Renumbering geographic areas with different LD numbers will be 
disruptive as there are legislators and organizations who will drastically be affected by the 
legalities of changing the district identification.  I recall the chatter and upset for the past 20 
years when the 5th LD was moved from Spokane to Seattle. Organizations whose names 
inlcude the specific LD name will need to take documents and funds to different geographical 
areas and to serve different residents.  An environmental impact action such as this would be 
considered significantly disruptive to the people.  I have lived in Eastern Washington State for 
over 40 years.  Repecting accomodation of geographical barriers to enhanced communication 
by residents is essential to harmonious government. 

10/10/11 Nancy Leathers   Pullman     SM   5 9 Commissioner Foster: I do not like this plan. I live in Whitman County and wish to remain in 
the 9th Legislative District. 

10/10/11 Nancy Leathers   Pullman     SM   5 9 Commissioner Huff: I like this plan because Whitman County would remain in Legislative 
District 9. 

10/10/11 Anne Holm   Olympia     Email   3 22 Please ensure that the new redistricting plan separates Thurston County from Clark and Lewis 
Counties.  Thurston County is an urban area whose citizens quite often differ in their thinking 
from the two rural counties with which we are now associated.  Many of us have been hoping 
for such a separation for a long time now...please don't let this opportunity slip by.  Thank 
you. 

10/10/11 Hanahn Korman         Email       We object to any redistricting plan that eliminates the 11th District.  It is our position that any 
redistricting that eliminates the 11th District is a violation of the people’s trust.  The people 
are entitled to legislators that represent their interests; and the interests of the people of the 
11th district are quite distinct from those of adjacent districts.  Thus, their interests will be 
subordinated to the majorities that currently exist in those districts. 

10/10/11 Kurt Peppard         Email       Greetings Commission Members,  I greatly appreciate the hard work you are doing on behalf 
of the State of Washington. I sincerely pray that your efforts are directed towards creating 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0109.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0057.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0111.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0113.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0110.pdf
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Legislative and Congressional Districts that serve the interests of the people, and not the 
interests of politicians and political parties.  I say this in earnest, and as a proud member and 
appointed officer of the 30th LD Democrats.  My favorite plans are focused on those that will 
best represent the interests of South King County on a whole - though I sincerely care about 
the entire state, My family has lived throughout the state since the 1870s.  Regarding the 
Congressional District Plans:  I would prefer the plan drawn up by Mr. Tom Huff, who was 
appointed by the State House Republican Conference. In Mr. Huff's plan he creates a South 
King County Tenth Congressional District (CD). This is a plan that has been advocated by many 
within that proposed CD. It creates a CD that is composed of a wide range of ethnic and 
national origins - a majority of minorities as it has been phrased by others. This is a preferred 
plan in many ways.  The most important reason that this is the best plan (on the basis of the 
proposed Tenth CD alone) is that it allows peoples of various backgrounds and cultures the 
opportunity to come together as a single people. This is a very important factor in achieving 
the universal understanding that differences are superficial - that we have more in common 
than we perceive in any given moment.  Such a plan requires that hatred and distrust for 
those whom are different are eliminated from our thought processes. Yes, this aspect 
requires time and patience, but, it does afford us such an opportunity. Imagine if we can 
spread those concepts of eliminating hatred and the associated violence throughout the 
nation starting from right here in Washington State. What a great thing that would be. And it 
could all very well start from the Tenth CD as proposed by Mr. Huff.  Another intesting aspect 
of Mr. Huff's plan regards Eastern/Central Washington. A cursory view of all the plans 
suggests that each plan will have to have a CD that crosses the Cascade Range. While, 
population-wise, the plan of Mr. Huff minimizes the geographical separations, yet, it also 
brings together the cultural similiarites. This is regarding Mr. Huff's proposal for the Eighth 
CD.  In my view, all of the other proposals don't take into account cultural differences and 
similarities to the range the Mr. Huff's plan seems to accomodate.   Based upon having lived 
in this state and having worked throughout this state for my 52-years, I could continue on. 
But, I will leave my points regarding the Congressional District boundaries as I've stated. Mr. 
Huff has the most representative CD plan on the table.  Regarding the proposed Legislative 
District boundaries, the proposal of Mr. Tim Ceis (appointed by the Senate Democratic 
Caucus) is, in my view, the best plan. I will focus my thoughts strictly on the 30th LD, in which 
I reside.  Both of the plan put forth by the Republican appointees to the commission extends 
the 30th LD south into Pierce County. while the two plans put forth by the Democratic 
appointees places the southern boundary of the 30th LD at the King/Pierce County line. To 
draw the southern boundary at the King/Pierce County line is preferable, and I believe follows 
the redistricting guidelines of attempting to keep LDs within a single county whenever 
possible.  Where the two Democratic appointees differ is first seen in the northern 
boundaries of the proposed 30th LD. Whereas Mr. Ceis' plan maintains the present northern 
border of S 272nd/S. 277 St., The plan of Mr. Foster takes a chunk out of this northern 
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boundary by extending southward into some of unincoporated King County. Many who live 
within this section Mr. Foster's proposed 33rd LD identify more with Federal Way than they 
do Des Moines, Kent and Auburn. This has historically been true.  Thus, the plan of Mr Ceis 
maintains (and extends eastward) the present boundary of the 30th LD, while returning one 
of the Des Moines precincts properly back to the 33rd LD. (The remaining Des Moines 
precinct more naturally associates with Federal Way, although it remains within the city of 
Des Moines.)  As stated above, my preferences for the new 10th CD would be in line with the 
plan proposed by Mr. Huff, while my preferences for the 30th LD would be in line with the 
plan proposed by Mr. Ceis.  Again, I would like to thank all of the commission members for 
their hard work and dedication to the great State of Washington. 

10/10/11 John Seidl   Graham     Email       To:  All parties of the redistricting committee.   After viewing the proposed, initial plans for 
2012, it is my opinion that :  confusion or favoritism, is the order of the day.  Keeping intact a 
community  is a primary goal of the commission. Economics interests, geographical 
considerations and natural boundaries, are  also major benchmarks.  The Slade Gordon plan  
goes against  most of the criteria.  The Foster plan keeps the 2nd LD much more intact, given 
the rules and how they MUST BE  applied. This plan gives consideration to community, as well 
as, suburban/urban VS.  rural. The rural residents, of south and eastern Pierce co. will not be 
happy with any LESS representation than they possess today.  Please adopt the Foster Plan.. 
KEEP RURAL – RURAL.   WE LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS in Lakewood and other areas to the west. 
HOWEVER:  When it comes to voting  --- we choose to represent ourselves.   A Graham 
Resident 

10/10/11 Chuck West         SM       I would like to comment on the portion of the plan regarding changes to the 26th district 
represented in two of the proposals;   As far as separating the Gig Harbor and Key Peninsula is 
concerned it is a bad idea. These two communities are joined in so many ways and to divide 
them with a legislative boundary would be wrong.   These communities share a school 
district, Sheriffs precinct, utility company(s) and fall within the same county. Even the fire 
districts are talking about merger. Commercial and economic infrastructure are linked to the 
extent of a shared newspaper.  Please don't divide the KP and GH peninsulas, it just isn't a 
good idea. 

10/10/11 Kess Smith         Email       Commissioners,  I'm writing to respectfully express my concern about the map submitted by 
Mr. Huff's. As a business owner who works between Bremerton and Tacoma, I'm deeply 
concerned that separating the two cities into two different districts would greatly impact 
economic development. Both City's share a similar culture and economy in regard to 
maritime activity. With major investment by both the private and public sector to create new 
marinas, it is especially important given setbacks caused by the recession to have a leader 
who already understands the area and the keys for making existing investment successful. As 
such, I believe taking Congressman Dicks out of Tacoma, as is the case in Mr. Huff's map 
would be extremely detrimental to the areas continued growth.   Thank you for your time. 

10/10/11 Marianne Lincoln School Board, Bethel Spanaway     Email     2 Dear Redistricting Commissioners:  I am a leader in the 2nd Legislative district. I’ve been in 
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both parties. I am currently on the Bethel school board.I recognize the 2nd LD is huge and 
must be reduced. Our county failed us here. Here are my thoughts on redistricting, as one 
who follows the legislative process fairly closely.  1) I would like to see the majority of the 
Bethel school district in one legislative and congressional district. As a rural district, we need 
to have a strong base of representation, not a diluted one.  2) As a community volunteer, I 
prefer not to have the suburban, heavily populated communities divided. Most of these 
communities have state highways running through them. What do these maps ALL do? They 
divide areas using state highways, not good, bad for communities. When an area is only 
represented by a group of volunteers, it’s hard for them to lobby multiple offices representing 
the area. It usually results in being ignored or quick burnout for the volunteers, then no 
connections are established at all with the representation and they run amok with their 
leadership.  Congressional Maps  Huff: Takes too may districts across the Cascades  Gorton: 
Same problem with “over the mountains” districts, also a problem with a bizarre section of 
the 3rd CD jutted up into south Pierce County (2nd LD), essentially disenfranchising them.  
Foster: Mostly reasonable, but throwing the middle of Pierce County in with the Washington 
coast is strange and unreasonable.  Ceis: I believe this is the best of the Congressional maps, 
the CD’s are compact and contiguous.  Legislative Maps  Huff:  Spits the 2nd LD in a manner 
that one cannot drive from eat to west without going through a different district. This splits 
the community of Spanaway 4 ways, totally unacceptable.  Gorton:  Ditto the above. There 
are no Nisqually River crossing between McKenna and Elbe. There is one intersection here in 
the former 2nd LD with 4 different legislative districts at the center of a community. Awful. 
Imagine the sign waving opportunities, total eye pollution.  Foster:  The 2nd LD looks the 
same, but all the Democratic votes are stripped from it in this map. Having it turned 65% 
Republican concerns me.  Ceis:  At first I thought, what the heck do Anderson and McNeil 
Islands have in common with the 2nd LD? Then I realized this is a Hudson Bay Company map. 
The 2nd LD here is a really historic district from the formation of Washington Territory.  
Thanks for letting me comment.  In my book, it looks like CEIS wins. 

10/10/11 Nancy Leathers   Pullman     SM   5 9 Commissioner Foster: This is my favorite plan. I live in Whitman County and want to remain in 
the 5th Congressional District. Of all the plans it has the least deviation from the target 
population for all Congressional Districts. 

10/10/11 Christine Clark   Deer Park     SM   5 7 Commissioner Ceis: Renumbering geographic areas with different LD numbers will be 
disruptive as there are legislators and organizations who will drastically be affected by the 
legalities of changing the district identification.  I recall the chatter and upset for the past 20 
years when the 5th LD was moved from Spokane to Seattle. Organizations whose names 
inlcude the specific LD name will need to take documents and funds to different geographical 
areas and to serve different residents.  An environmental impact action such as this would be 
considered significantly disruptive to the people.  I have lived in Eastern Washington State for 
over 40 years.  Repecting accomodation to geographical barriers to resident interaction is 
essential to harmonious government. 
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10/10/11 Nancy Leathers   Pullman     SM   5 9 Commissioner Ceis: I do not like this plan. I live in Whitman County and want to remain in the 

5th Congressional District. This plan would put Whitman County in the 4th Congressional 
District with Yakima and the Tri-Cities. I think Whitman County has much more in common 
with Spokane which is also closer to us. 

10/10/11 Nancy Leathers   Pullman     SM   5 9 Commissioner Gorton: I like this plan because Whitman County would remain in the 9th 
Legislative District. 

10/10/11 Nancy Leathers   Pullman     SM   5 9 Commissioner Ceis: I do not like this plan. I live in Whitman County and want to remain in the 
9th Legislative District. 

10/10/11 Jeannine C 
Mitchell 

  Tacoma     Email       Dear Sirs,I am writing to ask that in the final choice you make, please keep Norm Dicks as my 
Congressman! He has done so much for Tacoma and the 6th District. We especially  need him 
during the coming years as we work to build up Tacoma and make it a thriving community.  
Thank you for your consideration and all your hard work. 

10/10/11 Marilyn Adams 
and Norris Adams 

  Clyde Hill     Email       Redistricting.wa.gov:   We have read the four suggestions for redistricting my current 
congressional  district and reviewed the maps for each proposal.  We find the one by former  
Sen. Slade Gorton the more realistic and thus, acceptable.  I agree with  his priority on 
population equity and keeping cities together. 

10/10/11 Gerald Baldwin United Airlines, Inc. Gig Harbor     SM   6 26 Commissioner Huff: This looks like an awful idea. The 6th Congressional District and Rep. 
Norm Dicks have become synonymous in my 25 years in this district. To now see the 
boundaries drift away from us with all the care and concern Congressman Dick's has brought 
to us is unthinkable. Ongoing plans, projects, and jobs would suffer grave losses in this ill-
conceived plan. 

10/11/11 Suzanne Dale 
Estey/Doug Levy 

City of 
Renton/Outcomes by 
Levy 

Renton     Email       Click to view email: West Hill PAA Map -- Follow-up to my Testimony on October 11 

10/11/11 Brenda Sorensen, 
Auditor 

County, Klickitat Klickitat 
County 

    Letter       Click to view Klickitat County Auditor's Office letter 

10/11/11 Dan Palmeri         Letter       Click to view tables 

10/11/11 Dan Palmeri         Letter       Click to view tables 

10/11/11 Jeanne 
Youngquist, 
Auditor 

County, Skagit Skagit 
County 

    Letter       Click to view letter and maps from Skagit County Auditor 

10/11/11 Joan McGilton, 
Mayor 

City of Burien Burien     Letter       Click to view City of Burien letter 

10/11/11 Kim Nguyen, 
President 

Greater Seattle 
Chapter of the 
Organization of 
Chinese Americans 

Seattle     Letter       Click to view Greater Seattle Chapter of the Organization of Chinese Americans letter 

10/11/11 Kim Nguyen, 
President 

OCA Greater Seattle Seattle     Letter       Click to view letter from OCA-Greater Seattle 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0139.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0117.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0114.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0115.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0120.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0118.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0116.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0121.pdf
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10/11/11 Vicky M. Dalton, 

CPA , 
Auditor/President 

County, Spokane/ 
WSACA 

Spokane   Olympia Letter       Click to view WA State Association of County Auditors letter 

10/11/11   APACE Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view letter from APACE 

10/11/11   OneAmerica Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view testimony on behalf of OneAmerica 

10/11/11   OneAmerica     Olympia Letter       Click to view messages from 241 OneAmerica supporters 

10/11/11   OneAmerica Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view letters from 103 OneAmerica supporters 

10/11/11   APACE Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view messages from 52 APACE members 

10/11/11   People of Color for 
Progress 

Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view 78 messages from People of Color for Progress 

10/11/11   People of Color for 
Progress 

Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to view 35 messages from People of Color for Progress 

10/11/11   United for Fair 
Representation 

Seattle   Olympia Letter       Click to veiw letters from 13 people from United for Fair Representation 

10/11/11 Jon Nehring, 
Mayor 

City of Marysville Marysville     Letter       Click to view City of Marysville letter 

10/11/11 OneAmerica - 118 
Members 

OneAmerica Seattle     Letter       Click to view letters from 118 OneAmerica supporters 

10/11/11 Ray Stephanson, 
Mayor 

City of Everett Everett     Letter       Click to view letter from City of Everett 

10/11/11 Support of Unity 
Map - 49 
Individuals 

        Letter       Click to view 49 letters in support of Unity Map 

10/11/11   City of Renton Renton     Letter       Click to view City of Renton supporting map 

10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

4     Will November 1st maps internal deadline be met? 

10/11/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     Will GIS shapefiles be published of proposals in addition to the Google kml files? 

10/11/11 Gloria Hirashima       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

16     Dear Commission members: "The City of Marysville has reviewed the redistricting 
Commission's proposals for redistricting of state legislative and congressional boundaries.  
We submit the following comments regarding those proposals: "State legislative plan."  For 
the state legislative plan.  "Marysville remains interested in consolidating our current 
legislative districts with respect to our city limits.  Ideally we would like to be unified within a 
single district.  The City is currently located in four legislative districts-38th, 44th, 10th, and 
39th.  Commissioner Ceis' and Commissioner Foster's proposals would result in Marysville 
being in either one or two districts.  In Commissioner Ceis' proposal, Marysville would be 
entirely within the 38th District.  In Commissioner Foster's proposal, Marysville would be split 
between the 38th and the 44th Districts.  Either proposal would meet our goals. "That City" -- 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0058.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0059.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0060.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0063.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0066.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0068.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0069.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0070.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0064.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0112.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0028.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0030.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0122.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0119.pdf
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"the City also submitted a proposal for redistricting that resulted in Marysville being entirely 
within the 44th Legislative District. Marysville is closely aligned on regional issues with the 
38th and the 44th Districts, so we would prefer to remain in one or both of these districts.  
They are more representative of urban areas.  Marysville is city of 60,030 residents, and as a 
result, very representative of urban issues and priorities.  The 10th and 39th Districts are 
more representative of lower density residential, rural and agricultural interests." "Regarding 
the Federal Congressional Plan.  We have also reviewed the" -- "reviewed the congressional" -
- 

10/11/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

20      Regarding "Legislative Maps:  Ceis pulls Adams County into the 13th District, Foster pulls 
Lincoln into the 13th District.  Neither of these proposals make sense.  Lincoln and Adams 
County, while they do share an important border with Grant County, are economically and 
environmentally tied to eastern Washington, the dryland Palouse and the Spokane economy 
rather than the Central Basin.  In" -- "the Central Basin.  In addition, both maps clip off a 
corner of the Adams County panhandle into a central Washington district, making it difficult 
for political organizations to stay meaningfully involved.  Small rural counties should NOT be 
split legislatively or Congressionally.  Either Huff or Gorton are preferable from that point of 
view of the Bi-County" -- "from the point of view of the Bi-County region of Lincoln and 
Adams County." And then she -- she -- okay.  I'm sorry. Okay.  And then regarding the 
congressional maps, "Foster, Huff, and Ceis all split either or both Adams and Lincoln County 
between the 4th and 5th Congressional Districts.  Gorton keeps each county intact in the 
single Congressional District.  Small population, low density rural counties are a single 
community of interest.  Dividing small population counties between two congressional 
districts discourages participation and dilutes representation. 

10/11/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

25     In my opinion a 'majority-minority' Congressional district won't accomplish the goals of its 
proponents.  Majority-minority districts work only if there's a specific 
language/racial/national-origin group that dominates the district, but that is the antithesis of 
what would occur in a Washington district . . . "In Washington, a majority-minority district 
would have a smattering of dozens of groups, none of them coming close to dominating the 
voting population.  A few percent apiece of African-Americans, Koreans, Salvadorans, 
Pakistanis, Eritreans," and so forth and so on "won't have a lot of commonality.  In fact, some 
will be actively antagonistic to others," paren, (as read) "(say Iraqis versus Iranians)," et 
cetera.  And, (as read) "In the end, by far the largest minority in such a district would be non-
Hispanic whites.  Note, however, that this argument does not apply to Legislative Districts; 
one or two Legislative Districts in Yakima and several Legislative Districts similar to the 
current 37th and 11th would make sense. 

10/11/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Online - As 
Read 

26     I would say that the larger and mid-sized Counties have the GIS departments and divisions 
able to provide the detailed geographic analyses to assist the Redistricting Commission.  It is 
the smaller counties on the peninsula and in eastern Washington that may not be able to 
provide these analyses simply because they do not have the resources necessary to do so. 
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10/11/11 Marissa Beach       Olympia Online - As 

Read 
27     I strongly support the majority-minority Congressional district proposed by Commissioner 

Huff. With no incumbent" -- oh, excuse me -- "with no incumbent.  Creating a new district 
with the opportunity for new leadership makes sense given that our state received this new 
seat thanks in large part to the growth of immigrants and communities of color. The 
Commission would be promoting civic engagement in these communities of new voters and 
providing an opportunity for these families to elect leadership that will fight to fix the 
disparities these communities of mutual interest face." 

10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

28     Comment regarding Congressional District 3:  The Pacific County economy is tied to the 
Columbia River.  NOT to Grays Harbor as stated by Democrat commissioners.  This historic 
and current transportation is also towards Vancouver/Portland along the Columbia River.  
South Pacific County would be completely isolated if moved out of Congressional District 3.  
Looking at Oregon- they may also include Clatsup County with Multnomah County in their 
redistricting." That's -- and continuation, (as read) "Members of Congress should represent 
their constituents as locally as they can get.  Why would Representative Dicks be entitled to 
Tacoma when Representative Smith lives 5 miles from downtown Tacoma?  Why would 
Representative Smith represent more King County votes while he lives in Pierce County?  
Additionally, why are the Democrat commissioners drawing extensions of districts outside 
city limits and communities of interest when they could easily be consolidated and unified 
within those communities of interest by city populations? 

10/11/11 Kelly Wright, 
Marysville 

      Olympia Testimony 1      Yes.  I'm Kelly Wright, from Marysville.  I do want to address some specific comments about 
the proposed maps for Marysville. Earlier you'd heard requests that Marysville be -- try to be 
included in one legislative district. Currently it's split among four.  And you all did your best.  
But my -- my overall plea is that Marysville not be split from the Tulalip Indian Reservation.  If 
there ever really was a case where there are two communities of common interest, that 
surely is it. Commissioner Ceis's map, I think, is the preferred option.  Marysville is in one 
district; it's in the 38th.  And most importantly, Marysville is in the district with Tulalip. 
Commissioner Foster's map divides Marysville north and south, but also transfers areas of 
Marysville currently in the 39th into the 38th and shifts areas currently in the 38th into the 
44th.  But the major drawback of this plan is that Marysville's historic downtown will be split 
in half. Commissioner Gorton's map also splits Marysville north and south and eliminates 
Marysville entirely from the 38th.  But large parts of Marysville School District and Fire District 
include the Tulalip Indian Reservation.  And really the two communities there, transportation 
and commercial interests are truly intertwined.  And there are many potential issues that 
would divide these two communities, and it really is very desirable to keep them together in 
one district for promoting domestic tranquility. Commission Huff's plan, like Commissioner 
Foster's plan, splits Marysville downtown from the rest of the city and splits most of 
Marysville from Tulalip. In the online comments, the current and past chairpersons of the 
38th Legislative District Republicans have asked that Marysville be kept with the 38th 
Legislative District and a few precincts added from the 39th and the 44th.  As an elected 
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officer of the 38th District Democrats, I would like to endorse this plan.  If you look at the 
legislative map of the population deviation, you really see that fairly small adjustment 
between the 39th would be enough to balance the difference between these two districts 
with a minimal population shift transferring people from their current districts. Some people 
have suggested that Marysville's closest community of interest is Lake Stevens.  I don't think 
that's really true.  We share much more in common with Arlington and Tulalip than Lake 
Stevens.  And I hope you'll give that your consideration. 

10/11/11 John Seidl   Graham   Olympia Testimony 2      I am a resident of the Graham area for nearly 30 years.  Grew up in Pierce County, went toall 
the schools. In reference to the legislative map provided by Tom Huff, I notice that one of the 
primary overriding rules is to keep the suburban urban areas out of the rural area, or better 
said, the rural people need to have rural representation. Quite frankly, even though we love 
the people in Lakewood/University Place, we're not the same groups of people.  We have 
limited representation at best, and if we were to adopt your map, it would, in my opinion, 
exclude us really from any kind of representation.  We love those people.  I grew up in this 
area.  But I don't have anything in common with Lakewood as a city. We live in the rural area 
for a specific reason, and we'd love to have our own representation. The 9th, however, by 
Tom Huff, I like the map a lot.  It keeps the communities together.  The 9th is reasonably 
consistent with what it is today. Legislator Foster -- rather, legislative maps by Mr. Foster -- 
and I'm only speaking about the 7th District -- it retains mostly what we already have.  I read 
through the rules and got the impression that economics, localities, cities should be 
maintained, maybe not at all costs but within certain parameters. Let's not split these groups 
up. I see in a couple of the maps where Graham is a specific city.  And my address is Graham.  
There are lines running right down Meridian splitting Graham absolutely in half.  That doesn't 
seem to follow the guidelines. So legislative district for Mr. Foster is fantastic as far as we're 
concerned.  Congressional 10 by Mr. Foster splits Pierce County.  I don't understand why 
Pierce County would be split in half and put together with the coast.  So my message would 
be to the committee in general, suburban/urban are the same basic idea; keep rural rural.  
Eatonville is a rural area even though it's a little city.  I identify with it Let us have our own 
representatives.  Don't put us together with these great big cities to the north. 

10/11/11 Carmetrus Parker Tacoma-Pierce County 
Black Elective 

Tacoma   Olympia Testimony 3     Carmetrus Parker representing Tacoma/Pierce County Black Collective.  My first name I live in 
Tacoma, Washington.  And as I stated, I represent the Tacoma/Pierce County Black Collective. 
Since the beginning of this redistricting process, you have heard unprecedented feedback 
from communities of color, and we have spoken in all parts of Washington state.  We have 
given voice to the hopes and dreams of black, Latino, Native American, Asian American, 
immigrant, and refugee communities.  We and our allies have attended forums and testified 
in support of United for Fair Representation's Unity Maps.  We have submitted petition 
signatures, e-mails, and online public comments and continue to do so as I speak. I am 
appreciative and thank you for incorporating some of our feedback as you fashioned your 
four proposals.  Today I urge you to consider the following concerns and requests as you 
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move towards finalizing Washington's 2011 redistricting map. Support of people-of-color-of-
majority congressional district in South King County as drawn by Commissioner Huff.  Many 
Unity Map supporters advocated for this specific congressional district as drawn in the Unity 
Map, and communities of color were truly appreciative that it was included in the draft plans.  
We believe this district with no incumbent presents the best opportunity for strong 
congressional representation of communities of interest in South King County; Keep Yakima 
and the Tri-Cities in the same congressional district, as all four commissioners proposed; 
Create people-of-color-majority state legislative districts, one in Tacoma-Pierce County as 
drawn by Commissioners Huff and Gorton, one in Pasco, as drawn by Commissioners Ceis and 
Foster, and three in King County; And also to create a state legislative district completely 
contained in Yakima County with the majority of voting age minority citizens.  The Unity Map 
submitted comprised 74 percent people-of-color majority in Yakima County, demonstrating 
that it is achievable that Yakima's minority voters can strongly influence the leadership they 
elect. I'm excited by the opportunities you are creating, which increase the representation of 
democracy for communities of color in Washington state.  Thank you again for your work and 
service on this critically important commission 

10/11/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle   Olympia Testimony 6     My name is George Cheung, Esteemed commissioners, good morning.  First I wanted to 
commend three of the four commissioners for establishing a majority-people-of-color 
congressional district in the draft maps.  By creating lines that enhance the voice of people of 
color, more of us will get engaged in the political process, which is vital for our democracy. 
However, you want to turn your attention to the legislative district maps, particularly in 
Yakima County.  As of the 2010 census, Yakima County is majority people of color.  Our Unity 
Maps focused on the creation of a legislative district completely within Yakima County from 
the east side of the city of Yakima, encompassing the entire lower valley. United for Fair 
Representation strongly urges the Commission to adopt this district into your final plan 
because it fills -- fulfills the intent and letter of the law mainly in the Voting Rights Act, first 
creating a majority-people-of-color district using citizen voting age population. Instead of just 
focusing on the P.L. 94 data from Census 2010, we also examined data from the American 
Community Survey on citizen voting age population. Even with this higher threshold, we were 
able to create a hypothetical majority-people-of-color district completely contained within 
Yakima County.  This is a basic requirement under Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, as 
interpreted by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Second, block voting by people of color.  
We have also completed regression analysis of a number of federal, statewide, and ballot-
initiative races and have determined that people of color vote as a block and vote differently 
than their white counterparts. Recently, two highly qualified Latinos, one an appointed 
incumbent and a retired public-school superintendent were defeated in their attempts to run 
for Yakima City Council. Additionally, a majority of voters in Yakima turned down an attempt 
to establish districts for city- council races.  The majority-people-of-color precincts voted 
heavily in favor of this charter amendment. And finally, third, history of discrimination.  In a 
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previous hearing we have presented documentation regarding a history of discrimination of 
Latinos and Native Americans in Yakima County, particularly as it relates to political 
representation.  As stated, the county is -- as currently -- under the current representation, 
the county is majority people of color; however, there is not one single county commissioner 
or state representative of color that represents this geography.  

10/11/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle   Olympia Testimony 7     For these reasons we implore the Commission to adopt the Unity Maps majority-people-of-
color legislative district in Yakima County.  We have retained legal counsel and are currently 
developing our legal strategy under Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act to support this district.  
We understand that legal action may delay final adoption of the final plan and  may require 
the state supreme court to step in. Therefore, we hope that you, the commissioners, hear our 
voices and take steps to ensure fair representation for all in Yakima County. Thank you. 
COMM. CEIS:  I'd like to ask a question. Mr. Cheung, have you supplied data backing up your 
map and other information you just asserted in your testimony to the Commission? MR. 
CHEUNG:  We provided at least the history of discrimination at the Yakima Commission 
hearing. Our recently completed regression analysis has not been submitted, but we can do 
that. COMM. CEIS:  Would you, please? And did you -- you also reference data on citizen 
voting age population.  Can you provide us that, too? MR. CHEUNG:  Yes. COMM. CEIS:  Thank 
you. 

10/11/11 Randall Lewis   Tacoma   Olympia Testimony 8     Madam Chair, members of the Commission, my name is Randall Lewis, government relations 
director for the City of Tacoma.  I have a statement that I am preparing to read into the 
record on behalf the mayor, Marilyn Strickland, who could not be here today. "Dear 
Commissioners, "The City of Tacoma previously addressed you concerning our preferences for 
adjustments to state legislative districts.  At that time we did not address congressional 
boundaries because we were confident that the few meaningful changes" -- "a few 
meaningful changes would be made in our area.  Even with the addition of a new 
congressional district complicating your work, we were certain that you would not see -- that 
we would not see any more than minor adjustments to the current districts in the Tacoma 
area. "That is why we were alarmed to discover that of the" -- "one of the four draft proposals 
for congressional districts is nothing short of a radical realignment of representation in the 
Tacoma area, and it is clear from the proposals by the other three commissioners that such 
major changes are not needed to complete your work. "Tacoma has been part of a 6th 
Congressional District for decades.  While the district has shifted territory significantly over 
that time, Tacoma has always remained its hub.  We very much want that to continue. 
"Redistricting is a difficult balance between accommodating a growing population and 
keeping traditional communities together.  We applaud Commissioner Gorton, Foster, and 
Ceis for recognizing this, and offer no preference between their proposals. Tacoma should 
remain part of the 6th Congressional District. "Sincerely, "Marilyn Strickland, mayor of the 
City of Tacoma. 

10/11/11 Akemi APACE     Olympia Testimony 9     Hi my name is Joelaine Akemi Matsumoto.  I am coming before you today to read a letter 
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Matsumoto from APACE, which is Asian Pacific American Coalition for Civic Empowerment. "Dear 

Commissioners, "APACE, Asian Pacific Islander Americans for Civic Empowerment, thanks you 
for the tremendous amount of work you commissioners have done in creating your proposed 
maps of congressional and Washington state legislative districts.  APACE, too, has worked 
with United for Fair Representation to give voice to our 260 APIA members in this 
redistricting process. "We are particularly gratified that three out of four congressional 
redistricting maps draw a majority- people-of-color congressional district in south King 
County.  The 2010 census data clearly supports the United for Fair Representation Unity Map.  
We support the majority-minority district located in south King County, as drawn by 
Commissioner Huff. "The creation of a new congressional district with no incumbent gives us 
the opportunity for strong representation that is truly accountable to the district's very 
diverse communities of interest. "We also support the congressional district maps of all four 
commissioners keeping Yakima and the Tri-Cities together in the same congressional district. 
"We further support a unified Pasco.  Two of the four maps cut Pasco into two districts.  This 
will dilute the political voices of the Latino and immigrant communities. "We feel there are 
two" -- "we feel these two new majority-people-of-color congressional districts reflect the 
changing demographics of people in Washington State and recognizes the need for better 
representation of communities of color and immigrant communities.  "We are concerned, 
however, with the proposed maps of Washington" -- "of the commissioners of Washington 
legislative districts.  We advocate for at least five majority-people-of-color legislative districts, 
three in King County, one in Tacoma, and one in Pasco." And I'm going to cut my letter short, 
and I have copies for each of you because I'm running out of time. I also want to present 500 
petition postcards supporting the Unity Map as presented by United for Fair Representation.  
So I would like to present this to you. Thank You. 

10/11/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 10     I live in Vancouver, and I am an advocate for the public interest in redistricting.  I would like to 
speak about a technical matter today. I was disappointed in the quality of the work done with 
respect to geography on the maps.  Half of the maps either did not assign all of the territory 
in the state or assigned territory to more than one district or failed to satisfy continuity. In 
order to do the evaluative work that I wanted to do on the maps, I had to resolve those 
issues, and Section 4 of the 2001 plan, which I think is identical to the 1999 -- 1991 Section 4, 
was the thing I used to resolve those issues.  That produced absurd results. So I'm really here 
today to ask you to revise Section 4 so that it makes sense. Basically what Section 4 says now 
is that in the case that is a geography problem, you don't look at anything other than -- if 
there's a choice of districts where to put that geography that's in question, you have no 
choice other than to put it into the district with the smallest population.  That produces 
absurd results. In one of the plans there were 2,000 people in a district, which were 
separated by a river.  This -- this says nothing about moving the -- moving the district the river 
is in so as to -- so as to avoid the discontiguity.  So instead those 2,000 people had to be 
moved to another district, which would then – threw two districts 4,000 people apart in 
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population, which was not all addressed in intention.  It was just a question of overlooking the 
fact that the river didn't get moved along with the rest of it.  There's nothing in Section 4 that 
allows for a sensible resolution of that kind of problem. There were some other situations 
where, for example, an area had not been assigned in one county. It was uninhabited.  The 
nearest the -- the district that it was on the boundary that had the lowest population was on 
the other side of the Sound.  So now we'd have a district, in the application of Section 4, that 
would contain an unpopulated area in a county across the Sound from the district. In another 
case there was a pre- -- a block with two people, which was on a county border.  The right 
solution would be to put it into the same county as -- or into the district that was in the same 
county.  But because the district across the county line had a smaller population, now those 
two people need to go into the district across the county line. And that's just -- you know, I 
mean, these are days of economic distress.  There are problems of election administration 
that result from such a foolishly simple-minded approach to solving these problems. So I ask 
you to amend Section 4, and I hope to provide you suggested language for doing so. Thank 
you. 

10/11/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham   Olympia Testimony 11      Yes.  My name is Matt Hamilton.   And I am in here in favor -- I'm trying to see a map -- I'm 
also from Graham, also, and -- with John Seidl.  And we're trying to keep Graham together as 
a community. So on a congressional level, I like the Gorton map because it pretty much had 
all of Graham in it.  A little bit of tweaking, that can work for the people of Graham.  And I 
wanted to keep Graham together no matter what 'cause we're a great community out there. 
We're a fast-growing community.  And we were at 9,000 people in 1995, but now we're at 
35,000 people right now.  And we are exactly four blocks outside of the Growth Management 
line, so we cannot be a city or a town because we're outside of a line.  So we're in a different 
situation.  Normally it wouldn't make any difference.  But in situations like this it does make a 
difference.  So we will always be known as a community. And I love the word "community."  
In fact, this commission loves the word "community."  Did you know on September 13th you 
guys used the word "community" 34 times, and you used the word "city" only 17 times?  So I 
said to myself, you guys love communities twice as much as you love cities.  So I thought, that 
is really cool.  So I really like that.  So I do appreciate you guys taking so much time to think 
about communities of interest. But you know this is not a Republican issue.  This is not a 
Democrat issue.  This is a community issue.  I chair the land-use commission out there, and 
we have a lot of things that are concerned.  In fact, we have a meeting tonight that I'll chair 
over that right now. So we have a lot of things that are of concern to our Graham community. 
So like I say, on the legislative level I can actually live with a Foster/Gorton plan with a little bit 
of tweaking.  There again, if we were kept together as a community, we could do rather well. 
Now, some folks don't know where Graham community plan is at.  In fact, great length was 
taken at the county council.  When we divided here two months ago, three months ago, we 
took great care to make sure all of Graham stayed in one community.  And so I actually 
brought some maps for you today along with a letter telling you exactly where the Graham 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 215 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
community is at and all the borders of that.  So a lot of people don't know that.  It comes from 
Planning and Land in Pierce County. So like I say, it's just -- we were divided east and west for 
ten years.  And, folks, if you think it's a good idea, it's not.  You don't get two county council 
persons; you get a half each.  And I really feel that you need a full county council person and a 
full state representation, with two representatives and a senator, as well as a congressman 
that actually knows your area and knows issues of that area. 

10/11/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham   Olympia Testimony 12     So I do appreciate that. One of my favorite sayings comes from J.F.K.  He says, "Life is not fair, 
but government should be." And I'm asking for that degree of fairness today for the good 
people Graham. Thank you. COMM. CEIS:  Mr. Hamilton, could you -- Graham doesn't have 
any official boundaries.  Can you give me what is considered for the planning area the 
boundaries? MR. HAMILTON:  We actually have official boundaries.  Pierce County spent a 
half a million dollars drawing up a community plan that was finalized in 2007.  And actually I 
have that right here on these maps right here. And actually I actually see the Pierce County 
mapmaker's also in the room, too.  So they would be more than happy to help you to 
establish where the boundaries are. So we cannot use major highways like 161 because that 
divides Graham right down the middle.  It's -- it's fun to do that, but the problem is you're 
dividing 17,000 and 17,000 people.  So we need to keep Graham together as a community. I 
have that right here in the maps.  And like I say, I would be more than happy -- I left my phone 
number -- to put you in touch with Planning and Land Services.  They can actually e-mail you 
the overlays so you can actually see where the plan's actually at. COMM. CEIS:  Well, if you 
have the maps, might you leave a copy of that with the Commission? MR. HAMILTON:  I have 
five cop- -- six copies right here. COMM. CEIS:  Thank you. COMM. FOSTER:  Is that -- the map 
that you're about to give us, can you say, based on your experience since that was developed, 
that that's a consensus map of the area, or . . . ? MR. HAMILTON:  Well, it was -- it was – it 
was -- folks worked four years on that starting in 2003.  It was finalized in 2007.  There is 
some little conflicts.  The folks in Elk Plain and Kapowsin feel they're not quite in the Graham 
community plan.  But, you know, it's like one of those things.  We have to define a certain 
area, and that is basically Graham Central.  In fact, a lot of the maps, the Graham Fair is not 
even in Graham anymore.  I would like to at least get Graham Fair back inside Graham. 
COMM. CEIS:  In addition, Mr. Hamilton, I -- I assume there are multiple communities within 
the Graham area. MR. HAMILTON:  Basically we have Graham and Kapowsin and Elk Plain.  
That's pretty much it. COMM. CEIS:  Those three are the three neighborhoods? MR. 
HAMILTON:  Three neighborhoods.  And Elk Plain, Elk Plain is probably kind of their own 
distinct community, and actually they kind of more affiliate more -- a little more with 
Spanaway than they would with Graham.  So maybe a little bit of conflict right there. But 
actually I think if you look at the overlay from Pierce County Planning and Land and look how 
the county council set up, you'll see that there is a definite plan right there. COMM. CEIS:  And 
are those neighborhood boundaries delineated in the map you're giving us? MR. HAMILTON:  
Yes, they are. COMM. CEIS:  All right.  Thank you. 
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10/11/11 Thad Duvall WSACA     Olympia Testimony 13     Madam Chair, members of the committee, my name is Thad Duvall. I'm the Douglas County 

auditor, but I'm here on behalf our association today.  And we'd like to coordinate our 
testimony with Mary from Pierce County. I have a general letter to read from our association, 
and then Pierce County has more specific testimony to follow up after my letter. "The 
Washington State Association of County Auditors thanks the Commission for all of their hard 
and thoughtful work to develop the Washington's new legislative and congressional 
boundaries.  We sincerely appreciate the accelerated process at which you work to provide 
these drafts as quickly as possible.  You recognize the urgency that local county auditors face 
in developing final precinct boundaries during a presidential election year. "In 2012 auditors 
at best will have less than three months to, starting in February 2012, conduct two special 
elections, draw new precinct lines based on city, county, legislative, and congressional lines, 
notify all voters and candidates of the new precinct lines, conduct candidate filing for the 
2012 election year during the second week of May. "We further appreciate that during 
hearings and presentations you listened to our comments about creating workable 
boundaries for precincting purposes. We have identified the following overarching principles 
for you to consider when debating and developing your final plans: "Follow existing 
jurisdictional boundaries, such as counties, cities, school districts, and fire districts; align 
congressional and legislative boundaries as much as possible to avoid creating areas with few 
or no voters; keep small cities together; use permanent features, such as navigable waters, as 
boundaries, and avoid impermanent features, such as nonnavigable rivers, creeks, power 
lines; please follow street center lines, and avoid using unnamed streets as boundaries; 
consider future growth and -- future growth and urban growth boundaries, as well. "During 
our review of the four proposals, some counties identified potential conflicts with the 
principles listed above.  County auditors already have or will contact you citing specific 
variations of the principles for each of the four plans. "Thank you for your consideration and 
the opportunity to provide feedback."  And this letter is signed by Vickie Dalton, who is the 
Spokane County Auditor and president of the Washington State Association of County 
Auditors. So we really would like to address our appreciation for the work that you've done 
and for the -- for the dedication that you'd like to accelerate the process and the target you 
have for moving ahead in November.  We really appreciate how quickly you're moving ahead.  
And that helps us, of course, in our administrative work in elections. 

10/11/11         Olympia Testimony 14     My name is Mary Johnson-Hall, I'd like to thank the Commission of behalf of Pierce County 
Elections for making the proposed boundaries available for review.  It was especially helpful 
for us to be able to get those electronic shapefiles to do our analysis. Pierce County Elections 
division performed a thorough analysis of all of the boundaries.  We reviewed the boundaries 
against Pierce County geography.  We overlaid cities, urban growth boundaries, a parcel layer.  
And overall the plans were very good.  My focus today and comments are strictly from an 
elections administrative standpoint, not a political or demographic perspective. But we found 
that census geography doesn't always line up exactly with the actual features in Pierce 
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County.  Some features are better to follow than others.  School districts are great.  City 
boundaries are great.  Urban growth boundaries are very helpful, as well.  But we found that 
some dirt roads, some unnamed road, some creeks, they actually don't exist in the real world 
at all as they appear in census data. We also found that there are some census tract blocks 
that go through residential neighbors and actually split parcels, some right down the middle 
of a house. So our review focused on nonvisible boundaries, boundaries that split tax parcels, 
potential for small precincts resulting from intersection of legislative and congressional 
districts as they may relate to our new county council districts and city boundaries.  And 
we've identified these for you.  We sent them to you via e-mail yesterday as well as compiled 
a little book that gives you some specific examples.  And as I mentioned, overall the plans 
were really, really well done. But as you move forward to your final plan, we hope that you 
will take these sort of issues into consideration, and we would love to be able to review your 
final plan, as well, if that was a possibility and provide feedback on that, as well. Again thanks 
for your time and your consideration. CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Thank you. I think our intent 
is to be able, once we have a final plan, to have it out for public view, not for any major 
changes, but to look for some issues, some -- like some of the ones that you mentioned, to 
see if it's possible to do something about that. MS. JOHNSON-HALL:  Yeah.  These are all very 
minor issues.  Most of them wouldn't even affect population. COMM. CEIS:  Right. MS. 
JOHNSON-HALL:  It's strictly following a river as opposed to a census geography that's a 
power line, for example. COMM. CEIS:  I found your report to be very helpful.  I just had a 
chance to skim through it.  And I'm guilty of splitting a house in two.  I realize that.  We will 
correct that. MS. JOHNSON-HALL:  Thank you. 

10/11/11 Mary Johnson-
Hall, Elections 
Supervisor 

County, Pierce Pierce 
County 

  Olympia Testimony 15      COMM. CEIS:  I don't want the family have to make those kind of choices. But if -- the ability 
of all the auditors in the 39 counties to perform that same kind of analysis, is that capability 
there? MR. DUVALL:  I think that would depend on the -- how robust their GIS department is 
or even if they have one.  So I think that would vary from county to county.  But we'll do our 
best. COMM. CEIS:  Yeah, 'cause I found it very -- they were technical changes.  At least the 
ones I saw, they wouldn't change the political dynamics of the maps at all.  They just make it 
easier for you to do your job.  So I think that's something we want to be very cognizant of as 
we move forward. So thank you for the analysis, and I would hope that we could work with 
the other auditors to at the end make sure that we have made those adjustments properly. 
MS. JOHNSON-HALL:  Thank you. COMM. FOSTER:  I think my question is along the same line.  
What I hear you saying is we shouldn't trust the census data, but I think that's what we're 
supposed to use.  And we will probably not be using the same maps next time as we did this 
time.  So there will probably be a whole new set of small errors or corrections. For our staff 
and for the other 39 counties, could you help us with some indicators of when the census 
material isn't what it should be? MS. JOHNSON-HALL:  When you're looking at the census 
layer, there are labels for what they're following.  Nick, P0001 is a nonvisible boundary, for 
example.  So it's very helpful if you could follow street center lines or administrative 
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boundaries, like school districts.  And as the GIS techs are drawing the plans, they can actually 
see the label of what feature they're following. So, you know, I know that you do this big, 
huge -- you've got the entire state.  It's a daunting job.  But if you give us an opportunity to 
look at the plans, we would certainly drill down to, you know, that detailed level and provide 
feedback.  And quite often you're talking a difference of 20 feet following another boundary. 
COMM. HUFF:  Excuse me.  You indicated that some counties may be able to do that, but 
some counties may not be able to; is that correct? MS. JOHNSON-HALL:  I would say that most 
of the larger counties -- King County, Snohomish County, Kitsap County -- would have that 
capability. COMM. HUFF:  Thank you. 

10/11/11 Ada Williams 
Prince 

OneAmerica   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 17     Hi.  Good morning, Commissioners.  I'm Ada Williams Prince So I've been before you before a 
few times. So we're old friends now. I'm here on behalf One America and its members, and 
you know that we're one of the largest immigrant rights organizations in the state.  And we 
are – our membership is comprised of multiple communities.  And what we all share and, I 
think, what we share with you, despite where we were born, is this desire to participate in 
our democracy and have our interests represented. We appreciate the work of the 
commissioners giving their time and expertise to such an important process and the fact that 
you've all been present for all these hearings, and we've been with you.  And so we'd like to 
thank you so far for steering an opening process and invite some response to community 
input.  And we're excited to see better representation of immigrant communities and 
communities of color in your proposed maps. We're proud to have had real members of real 
communities around the state to speak to their priorities.  And I have here over 400 letters 
from people across the state, which I will pass -- pass to you.  But I think you've also noticed 
that support for majority-minority districts are being reflected in the press and getting 
support, including with editorial boards like The Yakima Herald, The Columbian in Vancouver. 
So I've stated this before, but we only need to look at the statistics, which you've seen and 
you've also looked at, to make the case for how immigrant communities from different parts 
of the world and south King County and Eastern Washington share so much in common in 
terms of their disenfranchisement and neglect. We talked about three issues, health, wealth, 
and education, that clearly demonstrate the mutual interests within these communities and 
the gaping disparities compared to others. So with that I would like to say that we support the 
majority-minority district in south King County, as drawn by Commissioner Huff.  And we 
appreciate Commissioner Huff listening to our communities.  This is very empowering and 
gratifying to see this very map, the Unity Map, included in those draft plans. We want to say 
that it's important to continue to keep Yakima and the Tri-Cities in the same congressional 
district.  All four maps have Yakima and Tri-Cities in the same congressional district, and we 
support this effort. We support the creation of majority-minority state legislative districts.   

10/11/11 Ada Williams 
Prince 

OneAmerica   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 18     So as a result, we're urging you to create these three majority-people-of-color state legislative 
districts in King County, Tacoma, and at least one in -- majority Latino state legislative district 
in Yakima and support the unified Pasco. So the test comes now.  You have a great 
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opportunity to provide hope to thousands and thousands of people across Washington state.  
And we look forward to working with you to ensure that that process continues. Thank you. 

10/11/11 Doug Roulstone       Olympia Testimony 19      I want to thank you for the opportunity to speak today. I speak today in opposition to the 
Tom Ceis and Dean Foster congressional redistricting plans.  The RCW 44.05.090 paragraph 5 
states that "The commission shall exercise its power to provide fair and effective 
representation and to encourage electoral competition. The commission's plan shall not be 
drawn purposely to favor or discriminate against any political party or group." The two plans 
that I oppose have taken the homestead of John Koster, who ran for Congress as – in the 2nd 
Congressional District this last time and also in 2000, and placed him in Congressional District 
8 with Dave Reichert, who is a sitting Republican.  And it appears to me that this is a clear 
effort to take one of the top Republican contenders and move him into a district where he 
wouldn't be able to compete.  And that's certainly in opposition to paragraph 5, where it's to 
encourage electoral competition. I would propose that Arlington Heights, where John Koster 
resides, would be moved back into the 2nd Congressional District so he might compete again 
against John Koster.  Or the other two plans place him in an open-seat district, the Gorton 
plan, the 10th Congressional District, and the Huff plan in the 1st Congressional District. I 
think if we want to be bipartisan in this effort, it's unfair to take probably the best candidate 
the Republican party has to compete in a congressional race and move him into a district with 
another Republican who's already a sitting Congressman. So I thank you for that 
consideration.  Thank you.  

10/11/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 21     I was happy to be a part of the processing of being a third-party submitter of a plan. I was 
really -- when I first learned about this process, I was really interested to see if there could be 
a plan that could be submitted that would be a nonpartisan plan that would have no 
jerrymandering and just be kind of totally free of any kind of political influence and be 
something that would be – best express the marketplace of voters in Washington state and 
not be a plan that would be so determined by the political industry of Washington state. I'm 
sure you all read it.  It's called "The We Plan."  I think I sent copies to you.  I tried to make four 
different channels, geographic channels, in Washington state -- the peninsula, I-5 west, I-5 
east, and then Eastern Washington -- to be kind of a more methodical way in terms of equally 
distributing Washington state's population almost strictly by geography. And so that was my 
hope, was maybe that we would have much more of a balanced competitive districts, ones 
that aren't determined by partisanship, by protecting incumbents, or by any kind of other 
special interests. But if feels like I kind of missed a memo.  I've been on the Listserv.  But it 
feels like in the culture around redistricting there's a memo that went out that said that 
"These four commissioners shall be appointed by the political parties to jerrymander our 
state on behalf of political parties to protect incumbents and to ensure the concentration of 
racial minorities."  And I just -- I didn't get that memo.  I don't remember seeing that in our 
constitution.  But it feels like that is the culture that is subconsciously driving this entire 
effort. Most of the debate in this – surrounding redistricting has not been about how do we 
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protect the whole of Washington state, the common ground of Washington state, and the 
common sense of Washington state, but it's more about how do we protect individuated 
populations within Washington state.  And I think there's a lot of -- there's a lot been – been 
written about how societies that most -- pass policies that most benefit underprivileged – 
underprivileged classes are ones that are more integrated, not societies that are -- that have 
segregated themself and divided themself. There's enormous amount of revision going on in 
our society right now, and I think that we really need to be focused on keeping our state 
together as a unified effort.  The less you do in terms of profiling, researching, and branding 
voters into specific districts, the more powerful we will all be as voters. And I think that's 
what you really -- hopefully really focus on, is empowering Washington state voters and not 
individual districts. And, you know, just -- I want to make sure that -- you know,  

10/11/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 22     The commission's plan shall not be drawn purposely to favor or discriminate against any 
political party or group.  I feel like a lot that you have said may be slightly following the letter 
of the law, but it's certainly not following the spirit of the law.  And I really hope that this 
commission can put forward a plan that will benefit all voters in Washington state. Thank you 
for this opportunity. 

10/11/11 Doug Levy       Olympia Testimony 23     I'm here this morning on behalf of three of the cities I do work for, Renton, Puyallup, and 
Redmond.  Each of them is on the written record with you, and they've asked me to issue a -- 
testify to a couple their key issues. With respect to Renton, which is a real crossroads 
jurisdiction in terms of having several freeways running around and through the city, some 
major annexation issues that they're going to have to attend to over the next few years. On 
the congressional-district side, they very much appreciate the map that's been drawn by 
Commissioner Gorton.  They feel like that puts them in with south King County, urban south 
King County and Bellevue communities that have a lot of common interests. On the 
legislative-district side they wanted me to convey that they feel very strongly about 
continuing to be part the 41st Legislative District.  The Foster and Ceis maps do that.  The 
other two either do not at all or do only nominally.  They feel it's really important to be part 
of the 41st District.  And with respect to the 37th District, Renton feels it's very important to 
have both the city proper and some of the annexation areas in the east, the West Hill/Skyway 
area, in that 37th Legislative District. Puyallup, on the legislative-district side, has long been 
kind of a bedrock of the 25th District. They appreciate that all four of you drew maps that did 
that and continue that tradition. They would like to convey, however, that the 30th 
Legislative District has traditionally been a King County district.  It's been a Federal Way 
centered district.  Two of the maps take the 30th across the King County line.  They would ask 
that you rethink that idea of, in one of the cases, making Puyallup a part of the 30th, and in 
another case, the unincorporated areas around Puyallup a part of the 30th.  They would 
prefer that you respected that King and Pierce County boundary line. On the congressional-
district side for Puyallup, they would very much prefer to be in a 10th Congressional District 
with a lot of other communities of interest in Pierce and Thurston Counties.  They're very 
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concerned about an 8th Congressional District map that takes them either up to or across the 
mountain passes. Finally, with respect to Redmond, very much a city with a high-tech center, 
home of Microsoft.  They wanted to thank all of you.  They feel like they're a good fit for both 
48th and 45th state legislative districts.   

10/11/11 Doug Levy       Olympia Testimony 24     All of you did that. On the congressional-district side, they would much rather be in a district 
with other east King County communities of interest.  They're worried about two of the maps, 
which put them as an afterthought of the 2nd District or sprawl them and put them at the far 
western end of an 8th Congressional District.  And with respect to the 8th, I think they would 
much prefer, if you're going to look at King County -- and you may have to -- that you look at 
more rural parts of county. With that, thank you very much for your time and for this process.  
Happy to answer any questions. COMM. FOSTER:  Doug, I have a question about the 
annexation of West Hill in Renton.  Do we have all of that information?  Do you know?  
Annexations are always something that's going to happen, and – but they haven't.  And you're 
asking that we include that. But what information do we have, and what -- where is it in the 
process? MR. LEVY:  Commissioner Foster, the West Hill/Skyway annexation is -- has been 
placed on the February 2012 ballot, which is why the City feels it's an important one to 
recognize in this process. I will double-check to make sure that we've shared with the 
Commission that boundary area. COMM. FOSTER:  Thanks. COMM. CEIS:  Mr. Levy, that's -- 
that is the entire unincorporated area on the West Hill that they're proposing to annex, right, 
right up to the existing Seattle boundary? MR. LEVY:  That's correct. COMM. CEIS:  Okay. 

10/11/11 Mike Baum Key Peninsula 
Community Council 

Lakebay     SM   6 26 Commissioner Gorton: I support the Gorton and Huff plans for Legislative redistricting. The 
Ceis and Foster plans move the Key Peninsula out of the 26th District and into the 35th. The 
Key Peninsula has developed deep economic, social and political ties with the rest of the 
Kitsap Peninsula including Port Orchard and Gig Harbor. We share the same challenges. We 
share the same school district, transit and county. And we benefit from sharing 
representation. That would all change if the Key Peninsula became part of the 35th. Thank-
you for all the hard work you have done on the redistricting. Mike Baum, President, Key 
Peninsula Community Council 

10/11/11 Mike Baum Key Peninsula 
Community Council 

Lakebay     SM   6 26 Commissioner Ceis: I support the Gorton and Huff plans for Legislative redistricting. The Ceis 
and Foster plans move the Key Peninsula out of the 26th District and into the 35th. The Key 
Peninsula has developed deep economic, social and political ties with the rest of the Kitsap 
Peninsula including Port Orchard and Gig Harbor. We share the same challenges. We share 
the same school district, transit and county. And we benefit from sharing representation. That 
would all change if the Key Peninsula became part of the 35th. Thank-you for all the hard 
work you have done on the redistricting. Mike Baum, President, Key Peninsula Community 
Council 

10/11/11 Mike Baum Key Peninsula 
Community Council 

Lakebay     SM   6 26 Commissioner Foster: I support the Gorton and Huff plans for Legislative redistricting. The 
Ceis and Foster plans move the Key Peninsula out of the 26th District and into the 35th. The 
Key Peninsula has developed deep economic, social and political ties with the rest of the 
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Kitsap Peninsula including Port Orchard and Gig Harbor. We share the same challenges. We 
share the same school district, transit and county. And we benefit from sharing 
representation. That would all change if the Key Peninsula became part of the 35th. Thank-
you for all the hard work you have done on the redistricting. Mike Baum, President, Key 
Peninsula Community Council 

10/11/11 Mike Baum Key Peninsula 
Community Council 

Lakebay     SM   6 26 Commissioner Huff: I support the Gorton and Huff plans for Legislative redistricting. The Ceis 
and Foster plans move the Key Peninsula out of the 26th District and into the 35th. The Key 
Peninsula has developed deep economic, social and political ties with the rest of the Kitsap 
Peninsula including Port Orchard and Gig Harbor. We share the same challenges. We share 
the same school district, transit and county. And we benefit from sharing representation. That 
would all change if the Key Peninsula became part of the 35th. Thank-you for all the hard 
work you have done on the redistricting. Mike Baum, President, Key Peninsula Community 
Council 

10/11/11 Anonymous   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Gorton: Bothell Annexation Area – Please be sure the entire Bothell 
annexation area is preserved in the final version. See Annexation map at 
http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/Site/Content/Annexation/Map-MUGA-PAA.pdf  Bothell is very 
much integrated with Kenmore to the west and Woodinville to the east and these three 
communities share a common school district, Northshore.  Please consider including them in 
the same district in the final version. 

10/11/11 Anonymous   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Ceis: Bothell Annexation Area - One neighborhood in the Bothell annexation 
area is missing in the NW corner of the intersection of SR524 and SR527.  See Annexation 
map at http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/Site/Content/Annexation/Map-MUGA-PAA.pdf  Bothell 
is very much integrated with Kenmore to the west and Woodinville to the east and these 
three communities share a common school district, Northshore.  Please consider including 
them in the same district in the final version. 

10/11/11 Anonymous   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Foster: Bothell Annexation Area - One neighborhood in the Bothell annexation 
area is missing in the NW corner of the intersection of SR524 and SR527.  See Annexation 
map at http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/Site/Content/Annexation/Map-MUGA-PAA.pdf  Bothell 
is very much integrated with Kenmore to the west and Woodinville to the east and these 
three communities share a common school district, Northshore.  Please consider including 
them in the same district in the final version. 

10/11/11 Anonymous   Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Huff: Bothell Annexation Area - One neighborhood in the Bothell annexation 
area is missing in the NW corner of the intersection of SR524 and SR527.  See Annexation 
map at http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/Site/Content/Annexation/Map-MUGA-PAA.pdf  Bothell 
is very much integrated with Kenmore to the west and Woodinville to the east and these 
three communities share a common school district, Northshore.  Please consider including 
them in the same district in the final version. 

10/11/11           SM   2 39 Commissioner Huff: I live east of the Snohomish River between Monroe and Duvall.  Your map 
has my area in the 1st legislative district, however I would prefer to be included with either 
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the 39th with Monroe or the 45th with Duvall.  There are no east-west roads in the area and I 
would be cut off from my district if I were in the 1st. 

10/11/11           SM   2 39 Commissioner Gorton: I live to the east of the Snohomish River between Monroe and Duvall.  
Please include my area with either the 45th or the 39th.  There are no east-west roads here 
and I would not be adequately represented in the 1st. 

10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 11     Question about the timeline:  will the Nov 1 for maps internal deadline be met? 
10/11/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 12     Will GIS shapefiles be published of proposals in addition to the Google kml files? Amanda 

Taub, GISP from Douglas County GIS in East Wenatchee 
10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 13     from Nansen Malin - Seaview WA. 
10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 14     oops sorry 
10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 15     from Nansen Malin in Seaview WA. Question about the timeline: will the Nov 1 for maps 

internal deadline be met? 
10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 16     Nansen Malin, Seaview WA.  Comment re: CD 03. Pacific Co economy is tied to the Columbia 

River. NOT to Grays Harbor as stated by Dem Commissioners. This historic and current 
transportation is also toward Vancouver/Portland along the Columbia River.  South Pacific 
County would be completely isolated if moved out of CD 03. Looking at Oregon- they also 
include Clatsop County with Multnomah Co in their districting - recognizing the importance of 
the Columbia River connection. 

10/11/11 Gloria Hirashima       Olympia Webcast 17     I am submitting the following comment on behalf of the City of Marysville, WA.  A letter has 
also been submitted with signature.  Thank you for your consideration. 

10/11/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 18     Nansen Malin, Seaview WA.  Members of Congress should represent their constituents as 
locally as they can get.  Why would Rep Dicks be entitled to Tacoma when Rep Smith lives 5 
miles from downtown Tacoma?  Why would Rep Smith represent more King Co votes while 
he lives in Pierce Co?  Additionally: Why are the dem commissioners drawing extensions of 
districts outside city limits and communities of interest when they can easily be consolidated 
and unified within those communities of interest and city populations? 

10/11/11 Jon Roanhaus   Snohomish     SM   2 39 Commissioner Gorton: Thank you for considering public input.  Bellingham should be 
contained in one district.  Districts 9 and 16 for your plan should be reconfigured.  Placing 
Columbia and Garfield Counties in separated districts doesn't make sense.  Your Eastside 
proposal for Districts 41, 45 and 48 has merit.  The Pierce County districts should be reviewed 
again.  I live in Snohomish County precinct 61L430 (Shorts).  This precinct is located in the 
southwest corner of the current 39th District.  I would like to have this jurisdiction moved to 
the 44th.  I encourage the Commission to consider my Legislative District proposal, posted on 
the Third Party Maps portion of this Site under 'J Roanhaus'. 

10/11/11 Gloria Hirashima       Olympia Webcast 19     Dear Commission members: 
 
 
 
The City of Marysville has reviewed the Redistricting Commissionâ€™s proposals for 
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redistricting of state legislative and congressional boundaries.  We submit the following 
comments regarding those proposals: 
 
 
 
State Legislative Plan.  Marysville remains interested in consolidating our current legislative 
districts with respect to our city limits.  Ideally we would like to be unified within a single 
district.  The City is currently located in four legislative districts-38th, 44th, 10th and 39th. 
Commissioner Ceisâ€™ and Commissioner Fosterâ€™s proposals would result in Marysville 
being in either one or two districts.  In Commissioner Ceisâ€™ proposal, Marysville would be 
entirely within the 38th District. In Commissioner Fosterâ€™s proposal, Marysville would be 
split between the 38th and 44th Districts.  Either proposal would meet our goals. The City also 
submitted a proposal for redistricting that resulted in Marysville being entirely within the 
44th legislative district.  Marysville is closely aligned on regional issues with the 38th and 44th 
Districts, so we would prefer to remain in one or both of these districts.  They are more 
representative of urban areas.  Marysville is a city of 60,030 residents, and as a result, very 
representative of urban issues and priorities.  The 10th and 39th Districts are more 
representative of lower density residential, rural and agricultural interests.   
 
 
 
Federal Congressional Plan.  We have also reviewed the cong 

10/11/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 20     Legislative Maps: Ceis pulls Adams County into the 13th District, Foster pulls Lincoln into the 
13th District. Neither of these proposals makes sense. Lincoln and Adams County, while they 
do share an important border with Grant County, are economically and environmentally tied 
to eastern Washington, the dryland Palouse and the Spokane economy rather than the 
Central Basin. In addition, both maps clip of a corner of the Adams County panhandle into a 
central WA district, making it difficult for political organizations to stay meaningfully involved. 
Small rural counties should NOT be split legislatively or Congressionally. Either Huff or Gorton 
are preferable from the point of view of the Bi-County region of Lincoln and Adams county. 

10/11/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 21     Edwall, WA 
10/11/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 22     Edwall, WA  Congressional: Foster, Huff and Ceis all split either or both Adams and Lincoln 

County between the 4th and 5th Congressional Districts. Gorton keeps each county intact in a 
single Congressional District. Small population, low density rural counties are a single 
community of interest. Dividing small population counties between two Congressional 
districts discourages participation and dilutes representation. 

10/11/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 23     In my opinion, a "majority-minority" Congressional district won't accomplish the goals of its 
proponents.  M-M districts work if there is a specific language/racial/national-origin group 
that dominates the district, but that is the antithesis of what would occur in a WA district. 
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10/11/11 Jon Roanhaus   Snohomish     SM   2 39 Commissioner Ceis: Thank you for accepting public input.  I would like to see Bellingham 

located in one district.   Your proposals for Districts 9 and 16 are excellent (and are similar to 
mine).  The Pierce County proposals need to be re-worked.  I live in Snohomish County Shorts 
precinct 61L430, which is currently in the southwest corner of the 39th District.  I am 2.5 
miles from Snohomish and request that this jurisdiction be moved to the 44th.  I encourage 
you to review my statewide Legislative District proposal, posted in the Third Party Maps 
section of the Website under 'J Roanhaus'.  Thank you again for your consideration. 

10/11/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 24     FYI - Small, rural counties may surprise you with their GIS capability, but then they shouldn't 
be split up anyway. 

10/11/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 25     (oops, didn't mean to send so soon)  In WA, an M-M district would have a smattering of 
dozens of groups, none of them coming close to dominating the voting population.  A few 
percent apiece of African-Americans, Koreans, Salvadorans, Pakistanis, Eritreans, and on and 
on and on won't have a lot of commonality.  In fact, some will be actively antagonistic to 
others (say, Iraqis vs. Iranians, or Indians vs. Pakistanis).  In the end, by far the largest minority 
in such a district would be non-Hispanic whites.  Note, however, that this argument doesn't 
really apply to Legislative Districts; one or two Latino LDs in Yakima and several LDs similar to 
the current 37th and 11th would make sense. 

10/11/11 Jon Roanhaus   Snohomish     SM   2 39 Commissioner Foster -   Thank you for accepting public input.  Bellingham should be located 
in one district.  Aberdeen and Hoquiam should not be divided.  I like your proposals for the 
5th, 8th and 16 districts. Conversely, the 13th does not contain similar communities of 
interest.  Pierce County districts should be re-worked.  I live in Snohomish County Shorts 
Precinct 61L430.  I am 2.5 miles from Snohomish, in the southwest corner of the current 39th.  
I request that this jurisdiction be moved to the 44th District.  I encourage you to review my 
statewide Legislative District plan, posted on the Website under Third Party Plans as 'J 
Roanhaus'.  Thank you for your consideration. 

10/11/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 26     I would say that the larger and mid-sized Counties have the GIS departments and divisions 
able to provide the detailed geographic analyses to assist the Redistricting Commission. It is 
the smaller counties on the peninsula and in eastern Washington that may not be able to 
provide these analyses simply because they do not have the resources necessary to do so. 
Amanda Taub, GISP in East Wenatchee 

10/11/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 27     Hopefully when the next Census in 2020 comes, then all of the Counties and Cities in 
Washington State will have invested in GIS. Unfortunately, not all Counties and Cities have 
this tool today. 

10/11/11 Marissa Beach       Olympia Webcast 28     I strongly support the majority-minority Congressional district proposed by Commissioner 
Huff - with no incumbent. Creating a new district with the opportunity for new leadership 
makes sense given that our state received this new seat thanks in large part to the growth of 
immigrants and communities of color. The Commission would be promoting civic engagement 
in these communities of new voters and providing an opportunity for these families to elect 
leadership that will fight to fix the disparities these communities of mutual interest face. 
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10/11/11 Jon Roanhaus   Snohomish     SM   2 39 Commissioner Huff -   Thank you  for accepting public comment.  In general, I disagree with 

overall scope of your Plan.  It is more gerrymandered than the other proposals.  Specifically, 
Districts 2, 7, 12, 16, 40 and 45 are tortuously drawn.  To be positive, I do like the proposals 
for Districts 15 and 39.  Bellingham should be located in one district.  Your Pierce County 
district proposals are better than that of your counterparts.  I live in Snohomish County Shorts 
Precinct 61L430, which is located 2.5 miles from Snohomish and in the southwest corner of 
the 39th District.  I request that this jurisdiction be moved to the adjacent 44th.  I encourage 
you to review my statewide Legislative District proposal, posted on the Website under Third 
Party Maps as 'J Roanhaus'.  Thank you for your consideration.  

10/11/11 Luis Moscoso Washington State 
House of 
Representatives 

Mountlake 
Terrace 

    SM   1 1 Commissioner Foster -  Thank you for your work and proposed map for the 1st LD. A western 
section of Mountlake Terrace has been in the 21st LD since the last redistricting. You have 
corrected that by putting Mountlake Terrace "wholly" in the 1st LD. You have also added the 
city Woodinville into the 1st LD. It is important these four (4) cities; Brier, Bothell, Mountlake 
Terrace and Woodinville remain "whole" in the final outcome.   It only makes sense to have 
these four (4) cities; Bothell, Brier, Kenmore, Mountlake Terrace & Woodinville [and perhaps 
Kenmore from Commissioner Ceis' proposal] in the same suburban LD as they are close in size 
and interests. Especially compared to their neighboring cities of Kirkland, Shoreline, Edmonds 
and Lynnwood. Any one of these suburban cities is better served by being "wholly" in the 
same district with their own Legislators focusing exclusively on their concerns.  It is all the 
more important then that Mountlake Terrace is finally whole in the 1st LD.  And if Kenmore 
(from Ceis' map) is possibly added to the 1st LD there are sufficient unincorporated areas in 
the northern and eastern parts of the 1st LD that could be moved into the 44th or 39th LDs 
that would more closely mirror the interests and demographics of those precincts and keep 
the suburban cities whole.  Thank you,  Rep. Luis Moscoso 

10/11/11 Luis Moscoso Washington State 
House of 
Representatives 

Mountlake 
Terrace 

    SM   1 1 Commissioner Ceis: A western section of Mountlake Terrace has been in the 21st LD since the 
last redistricting. You have slightly expanded that section in your proposed Legislative Map of 
the 1st LD. You have also added the cities of Kenmore and Woodinville wholly into the 1st LD. 
It is only fair that Mountlake Terrace be made whole like the other four (4) cities in your 
proposal.  Kenmore is the same size as Mountlake Terrace and Woodinville is only half its size. 
It makes a lot of sense to have these five (5) cities; Bothell, Brier, Kenmore, Mountlake 
Terrace & Woodinville in the same suburban LD as they are close enough in size and interests. 
Especially compared to their neighboring cities of Kirkland, Shoreline, Edmonds and 
Lynnwood. Any one of these five suburban cities are better served by being "wholly" in the 
same district with their own Legislators focusing exclusively on their concerns.  It is then all 
the more important that you make Mountlake Terrace whole in the 1st LD.  There are 
sufficient unincorporated areas in the northern and eastern parts of the 1st LD that could be 
moved into the 44th or 39th LDs that would more closely mirror the interests and 
demographics of those precincts.  Thank you,  Rep. Luis Moscoso 

10/11/11 Juanita Young         Email       Redistricting for Tacoma,  I strongly urge the redistricting commission to keep Tacoma in the 
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Harrison     6th congressional district. Norm Dicks was elected by the constituents in Tacoma to represent 

them, and to make any changes in this area would create a negative impact. Norm’s expertise 
and knowledge with all the military bases has kept Washington strong. We need to continue 
to support job, and our military families.  Have A Great Day! 

10/11/11 Mike Baum Key Peninsula 
Community Council 

Lakebay     Email     26 I support the Gorton and Huff plans for Legislative redistricting. The Ceis and Foster plans 
move the Key Peninsula out of the 26th District and into the 35th. The Key Peninsula has 
developed deep economic, social and political ties with the rest of the Kitsap Peninsula 
including Port Orchard and Gig Harbor. We share the same challenges. We share the same 
school district, transit and county. And we benefit from sharing representation. That would 
change if the Key Peninsula became part of the 35th. Thank-you for all the hard work you 
have done on the redistricting. 

10/11/11 Walt Meade   Issaquah     Email       I am writing to recommend a non-political approach to redrawing Congressional districts 
within the state of Washington.  For several years, civility in politics has been in dramatic 
decline and seems to be close to non-existent.  I believe that 40 years of gerrymandering is a 
major contributing factor.   Leadership is about moving the country forward and that requires 
compromise.  No individual or party has all the best solutions.  The more extreme elements of 
each party seem to be in control with little or no willingness to compromise. Most of the 
people of this country are somewhere in the political center.  Congress no longer has a 
political center.  Congressional districts are drawn to maximize one political party or both 
parties holds on most Congressional districts.  This has fostered the ability of more extreme 
elements of each party to win the nominating process without much fear of losing a 
gerrymandered district. Nationally, very few districts are competitive.   Washington has an 
opportunity to set a different tone on the national front.  Take the politics out of redrawing 
Congressional districts.  Rather than odd shaped districts drawn to maximize one party or 
group over the another, Congressional districts should be drawn to be as contiguous as 
possible.  How might this be done?  Program a computer to start in one corner of the state 
and go out equally in each direction and draw a boundary line when the right population is 
generated.  Considerations that might be addressed by a pre-programmed algorithm could be 
county, town and city boundaries as well as geographical lines such as rivers and lakes.  The 
key is to take politics completely out of the equation.  Some districts will absolutely favor one 
party over the other; however, I believe that more districts would be competitive.  
Competitive districts foster better government.   I have become dismayed by the decline of 
cooperation and compromise in politics.  There are many reasons other than gerrymandering 
contributing to this; however, you have an opportunity to take one of the key factors out of 
the equation by drawing more natural Congressional districts. 

10/11/11 Sherry Krainick, 
PCO 

1st LD - Locust Bothell     SM   1 1 Dear Commissioner Foster,  Thank you for your thoughtful redistricting plan.  I would like to 
share my thoughts about keeping like communities together for representation in the 1st 
Legislative District.  Ten years ago, part of Mountlake Terrace was moved to the 21st.  We 
have the opportunity to reunite Mountlake Terrace in the new plan and keep all of Mountlake 
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Terrace with the other historical communities within the 1st LD, Brier and Bothell.  These 
cities have similar needs and concerns.  You also added Woodinville to this group and I agree 
that Woodinville fits best with these other cities.  I would encourage you to advocate for 
keeping the whole city (Mountlake Terrace, Brier, Bothell and Woodinville, including the 
proposed annexation areas for Bothell) in the 1st LD.  Economic, demographic and growth 
issues are very similar for these cities and they would be best represented together.  
Comissioner Ceis also added Kenmore to the 1st LD. Kenmore is also a like community and 
may fit well within this group of cities.  Kenmore is part of the Bothell Area Chamber of 
Commerce and part of the Northshore School District which serves the communities of 
Bothell, Kenmore and Woodinville (part of Brier as well).  Thank you for your service and for 
considering these comments.  Sincerely,  Sherry Krainick 

10/11/11 Sherry Krainick, 
PCO 

1st LD - Locust Bothell     SM   1 1 Commissioner Ceis: Thank you for your thoughtful redistricting plan.  I would like to share my 
thoughts about keeping like communities together for representation in the 1st Legislative 
District.  Ten years ago, part of Mountlake Terrace was moved to the 21st.  We have the 
opportunity to reunite Mountlake Terrace in the new plan and keep all of Mountlake Terrace 
with the other historical communities within the 1st LD, Brier and Bothell.  These cities have 
similar needs and concerns.  You also added Woodinville to this group and I agree that 
Woodinville fits best with these other cities.  I would encourage you to advocate for keeping 
the whole city (Mountlake Terrace, Brier, Bothell and Woodinville, including the proposed 
annexation areas for Bothell) in the 1st LD.  Economic, demographic and growth issues are 
very similar for these cities and they would be best represented together.  You also added 
Kenmore to the 1st LD. Kenmore is also a like community and may fit well within this group of 
cities.  Kenmore is part of the Bothell Area Chamber of Commerce and part of the Northshore 
School District which serves the communities of Bothell, Kenmore and Woodinville (part of 
Brier as well).  Thank you for your service and for considering these comments. 

10/11/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton     SM   9 37 Commissioner Foster: You legislative plan treats Renton as a second class city.  Renton is not 
Seattle.  It is impossible to get from one end of your 37th to the other for a meeting in less 
then 45 mins.  You proposal hurts the public, 

10/11/11 Mark Messinger   Olympia     SM   3 35 Commissioner Gorton: I am a resident on the Steamboat Island peninsula (also called the 
“Griffin” area). I approve of your proposal to move much of this area into the 22nd Legislative 
District. However, by using  US-101 as the boundary between the 22nd and 35th Legislative 
Districts, you have split our neighborhood in two. Please seek a boundary which places 
Summit Lake in the 22nd Legislative District, with the rest of the Griffin area. I suggest using 
WA-8, instead of US-101, to mark a portion of the boundary south of Summit Lake. The 
boundaries of the Griffin School District provide some guidance regarding the outlines of this 
community. See http://griffinneighbors.org/documents/griffin_school_district_map.pdf  
Thank you for your work on the Washington State Redistricting Commission. 

10/11/11 Mark Messinger   Olympia     SM   3 35 Commissioner Gorton: I am a resident on the Steamboat Island peninsula (also called the 
“Griffin” area). I approve of your proposal to place this area into the 9th Congressional 
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District.  Thank you for your work on the Washington State Redistricting Commission. 

10/11/11 Mark Messinger   Olympia     SM   3 35 Commissioner Ceis: I am a resident on the Steamboat Island peninsula (also called the 
“Griffin” area). I do not approve of your proposal to keep this area in the 35th Legislative 
District. Instead, I ask that you move this area into the 22nd Congressional District. While the 
proposals of Mr. Gorton and Mr. Huff split this area in two, I consider their proposals to more 
accurately reflect the relationship of this area to the rest of north Thurston County. Please 
review the boundaries of the Griffin School District as a reference point for a potential 
boundary between the 35th and 22nd Legislative Districts. See 
http://griffinneighbors.org/documents/griffin_school_district_map.pdf  Thank you for your 
work on the Washington State Redistricting Commission. 

10/11/11 Mark Messinger   Olympia     SM   3 35 Commissioner Ceis: I am a resident on the Steamboat Island peninsula (also called the 
“Griffin” area). I approve of your proposal to place this area into the 10th Congressional 
District.  Thank you for your work on the Washington State Redistricting Commission. 

10/11/11 Mark Messinger   Olympia     SM   3 35   
10/11/11 Mark Messinger   Olympia     SM   3 35 Commissioner Huff: I am a resident on the Steamboat Island peninsula (also called the 

“Griffin” area). I approve of your proposal to move much of this area into the 22nd Legislative 
District. However, by placing Summit Lake in the 35th Legislative District, you have split our 
neighborhood in two. Please seek a boundary which places Summit Lake in the 22nd 
Legislative District, with the rest of the Griffin area. I suggest using WA-8, to mark a portion of 
the boundary south of Summit Lake. The boundaries of the Griffin School District provide 
some guidance regarding the outlines of this community. See 
http://griffinneighbors.org/documents/griffin_school_district_map.pdf  Thank you for your 
work on the Washington State Redistricting Commission. 

10/11/11 Neal Traven   Seattle     SM   7 43 I don't think a majority-minority district would accomplish the goals put forth by United for 
Fair Representation.  Such districts work only where there is a significant proportion of a 
specific language/racial/national-origin group that can produce a unified voting bloc.  That is 
the antithesis of what would be produced here; a Washington m-m district would have a 
smattering of dozens of groups, none of which comes close to predominating the district 
(except, perhaps, the just-below-50% of non-Hispanic whites). 

10/11/11 Nathaniel Lawver   Tacoma     Email   6   Commissioners,  I am writing today to support the inclusion of the City of Tacoma in the 6th 
Congressional district.  For decades the representation of the 6th District in Tacoma has 
helped to shape nearly every major improvement to the city, as well as historic agreements 
with the Puyallup tribe, the clean up of the Foss Waterway and the south Puget Sound.  With 
Tacoma in the district things get done to the benefit of all our Puget Sound Region, and I hope 
it is kept that way.  Thank you. 

10/11/11 Adrienne Stuart   Seattle     Email       Dear Commissioners:  Thank you for your endeavors. This was not an enviable task, though 
the most important ones rarely are.  I’ll keep my comment brief because they are not so 
different from the hundreds of others you have received on this subject. I like Tom Huff’s 
proposal for the South King County region which has already been expounded upon in 
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previous comments. While I don't think that any Congressional district should envelope one 
quarter of the state's terrain, it seems to be a necessary evil. Therefore, I also support 
Commissioner Huff's proposal for the 10th CD as well. Further, I think that adding another 
legislative district to Yakima County makes sense, and I support keeping Pasco in one 
legislative district.  This is important because the minority communities, particularly the 
Latino/a communities, should be better represented in the legislature. Currently they are not, 
and I think that is a problem for our State.  When I look at the members of the legislature, and 
then when I travel through the 8th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and even 16th legislative districts, I 
scratch my head and wonder why the legislature isn’t more reflective of the population it 
serves? I know I’m echoing a lot of other folks here, so that’s why I am just briefly adding to 
the groundswell of support. A more thorough analysis for my positions is forthcoming.  Thank 
you again for your service. 

10/11/11 Lance McMillan         Email     26 As a resident of the Key Peninsula,  I am in favor of the redistricting plan that recommends 
the Key Peninsula remain a part of the 26th Legislative District. 

10/11/11 Michael E Lupro   Gig Harbor     Email     26 As a resident of the Key Peninsula, I am in favor of the redistricting plan that places the Key 
Peninsula in the 26th Legislative District.  There are any number of well thought out reasons 
to keep the Key Peninsula in with the Kitsap County portion of the 26th District.  Here are a 
few I've seen and agree with:   The Key Peninsula has regular business relationships with the 
Kitsap County in the 26th LD and the Gig Harbor Peninsula (which will remain in the 26th) 
while having only minimal relationships with Mason County and the 35th LD.  The Peninsula 
School District will remain entirely with in the 26th LD if the Key Peninsula is kept in the 26th 
LD.  All high school students from the Key Peninsula attend the Peninsula High School, not the 
Mason County High School.  Parents of students can focus on a more rational political agenda 
when their concerns are linked to the educational needs of their children in a SINGLE LD.  The 
Key Peninsula, like Gig Harbor and southern Kitsap County, share the transportation issues of 
the Narrows Bridge and the Washington State Ferry System.  These are important issues for 
the 26th LD but are smaller concerns in the 35th LD.  It is much easier for constituents on the 
Key Peninsula to meet with their representatives, travel to their offices, and to join in local 
public forums if it is kept in the 26th LD.  The Key Peninsula is located in Pierce County and 
joins with Gig Harbor to gain support in the 26th LD.  If changed to the 35th LD the Key 
Peninsula will be the only portion of Pierce County in the 35th LD losing the necessary base to 
voice Pierce County specific issues.  The people of the Key Peninsula have struggled to attain 
representation in the legislature and have succeeded in developing strong relationships with 
the 26th LD Legislators.  If the area is changed to the 35th LD, this work will have to restart 
with the disadvantages of lacking close relationships with the rest of the 35th LD and of being 
physically removed from it. I am a recently relocated resident of the Key Peninsula.  In my 
short three-years here I fully understand the value of leaving the Key Peninsula in the 26th 
District.   Please consider the above concerns carefully when approving the final district map.   
Please work to maintain the Key Peninsula in the 26th LD. 
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10/11/11 Dan Palmeri         Email       Dear Ms Powell,  this is my comment on the proposed congressional districts.  I cannot attend 

the meeting.  First off, I submitted a proposal that seems to not be anywhere to be found.  On 
the 4 proposed districts.  Tom Huffs Districts.  This drawing splits up many counties. You 
should not split Douglas County.  Thurston should not be split into three pieces while kitsap 
around the same size has all of its county in one district.  Dean Fosters plan is putting central 
Pierce county in the same district as the OP...what in the world do they share in common 
interests?  why is MAson and Jefferson being unnessacirally split?   Tim Cies plan.... You 
should not have pieces of Pierce and Snohomish in the same distirct. District 4 is losing some 
of the minority populations in Adams and Grant Counties.  If Grant and Adams are kept in the 
4th district there is a significant minority population.  Not a majority minority...but around 
40%.  Slate Gordon's plan...of the four proposals I am more accepting of this plan. the only 
caveat is where are you taking the residual population for the 3rd district.  What part of 
Pierce is it taking.  Another thing I do not believe in is splitting school districts and cities.  An 
issue I have in where I live is my school district is split.  In drawing districts you need to 
minimize breaking counties to as little as possible.  A measure of this is to count the number 
of splits in counties that occur above what is expected.  for example Pierce County has more 
than population than one congressional distict so the number of district covering the county 
should not exceed 2.  If 3 or more disrticts are covering the county then the surplus go to a 
count.  Similarly a county such as Walla Walla is split between distircts this should count as 1.  
The metric is to split counties as little as possible.  On the East side of the state you should 
only split one county between districts 4 and 5. and one county between districts 3 and 4.  
Because the east side of the state has more than 2 congressional districts in popukation the 
part to take should be part of the Seattle DMA. Chelan and Douglas are part of the DMA, and 
much of Kittitas airs Seattle TV stations especially the area of the I-90 corridor to Ellensburg 
and up US 97.  The county to split between CD 4 and 5 should be Walla Walla.  Part of the 
reason is to keep much of the minority population in the 4th distict.  Other candidates to split 
are Adams and Lincoln counties. Adams is a heavily minority county, Walla Walla isnt. The 
counties of Grant, Adams, Benton, Franklin, Yakima, Klickitat, and part of Walla Walla and 
Skamania County would make up the 4th district.  The 3rd district would consist of SW 
Washignton counties of Lewis and Pacific on south.  That alone doesnt make the full total.  
the extra 30,000 pop=ulation needed should be taken from Greys Harbor county.  Either the 
southern half or the coastal half.  This roughly would split the county in two.  The 
rememander of Greys Harbor, the OP, and a part of Pierce would make up the 6th district. 
The 9th district would consist of Thurston County and Pierce County.  The other option is in 
the 6th to take more of Pierce county while the remainder of Greys Harbor would be part of 
the 9th with Thurston County.  The remainder of Pierce would be used with King to create the 
7th or 8th district. If its part of the 7th it would consist of part of Tacoma with Southern King 
county In creating a heavily minority district.  The other option is for it to be part of the 8th 
district.  The district that doesnt take Pierce county would be all inclusive in King County.  The 
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2nd district would be much of its current shape of Whatcom, skagit, Island, and San Juan 
along with part of Snohomish.   the new 10th district would consist of chelan, Douglas, Kittitas 
counties and eastern parts of Snohomish and Pierce counties covering the Us 2 and I-90 
corridors.  the 1st district would cover much of its territory now of northern King and SW 
Snohomish counties.  the amont of county crossings. 

10/11/11 Dannette Bolyard   Ephrata     Email       Thank you for taking these comments. I am hoping that the statement about taking 
comments through October 11 includes comments made after the morning meeting.  I would 
like to suggest that Huff's plan for the legislative map would be the best to our liking in Grant 
County, although we'd like to keep Soap Lake and Adrian, as well as the farming area just 
north of Quincy. Dividing Quincy from its rural area -- especially when it abuts the Beasley 
Hills right there -- isolates that area from the town through which all its connections occur 
doesn't make any sense. Soap Lake and Adrian are in the center of our county and have no 
connection elsewhere except through the rest of the county; forcing them to be represented 
by a district over the mountains from them without passable roads in the winter is unrealistic. 
Grant County is very agricultural and thus, very spread out. Isolating small areas like this only 
divides us more. The other plans remove Mattawa, and thus we don't approve of them.  
Gorton's plan on the congressional side is the one we'd like to see. Ellensburg has requested 
to stay within the 4th, and we'd like to honor that. They are similar to the majority of the 4th 
district in the agricultural nature of the area, as are the Lind and Ritzville areas. The area we 
are losing -- Wenatchee and Chelan -- is much more similar to the northern region, and thus 
would seem to be a better fit there.  Thank you for all of your hard work. 

10/11/11 Anne Kroeker   Bellevue     Email       Dear Commissioners,   My name is Anne Kroeker and I live in the Enatai area of Bellevue.  I 
feel that the Eastside has once again not been considered properly.  We (Bellevue, Newcastle, 
Issaquah, Sammamish, Redmond/Woodinville, Bothell, Kirkland) are a community of 
interests, sharing similar concerns according to our geography, backgrounds and needs.  We 
are not of one culture, religion or not, ethnicity, economic or even educational likeness, but 
we do share similar work and life styles, schools, hospitals and other civic institutions and 
have similar transportion issues.  For this reason, I think we should be one congressional or 
legislative voting district.   Thank you for listening. 

10/11/11 Nic Van Putten   Tacoma     Email   6   Dear Redistricting Committee Members,  I am writing because of my concern with Tom Huff's 
congressional map.  In particular, I am troubled that the map removed Tacoma from the 6th 
District with Norm Dicks.  For the past several decades, Norm Dicks has served both Tacoma 
and the Western Sound effectively.  In issues of military bases and maritime trade, Tacoma 
has much in common with the Bremerton and the rest of the district.  I hope that the 
commission listens to the majority of Tacomas who want to remain in the 6th Congressional 
District and who feel that they have much in common with the Penninsula. 

10/12/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email: For Tim Ceis 

10/12/11 Larry Seaquist, 
Representative 

Washington State 
House of 

Gig Harbor     Email     26 Dean and Tom: My recommendation is that you keep the 26th compact:  Retain both Key 
Peninsula and downtown Bremerton in the 26th — pick up the additional numbers by moving 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0130.pdf
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Representatives the Port Orchard/Bremerton boundary a bit west of Highways 16 and 3. In my view, that is a 

much more coherent district for the voters.  I understand that there is almost no difference in 
the R/D ratios. 

10/12/11 Larry Haler Washington State 
House of 
Representatives 

Olympia     Letter     8 Click to view letter from The Honorable Larry Haler 

10/12/11 David Shehorn, 
retired 

  Vancouver     SM   3 18 Regarding Clark County redistricting:  Each of the forur proposals have good features and a 
few negative features, however the Huff LD meandering along the Columbia River for over 5 
miles in a strip no wider than an eighth of a mile is at best rediculous -- an extreme example 
of Huff-mandering that is totally absurd by carving out housing and industrial sites for the 
17th LD to the exclusion of the natural river and state border for the 49th LD. 

10/12/11 Jim McCune     Graham     SM     2   
10/12/11 Josh Cole         Email   6   To whom it may concern,  My name is Josh Cole and I am a resident in Tacoma. I have been 

following the redistricting plans closely and have concerns about Commissioner Tom Huff's 
proposal.  Norm Dicks has been the long-time representative of the 6th congressional district 
which has included much of Tacoma. While the primary purpose of the Commission to update 
Washington's Congressional map to reflect changes in population growth (and this year, to 
add a new district), the Commission does have a secondary goal; to make sure that the 
people are represented by the officials they want. Congressman Dicks' 34 year track-record 
and often absurdly high margins demonstrate clearly that both the Peninsula and the City of 
Tacoma feel very strongly that Norm Dicks should be their representative.  I could talk at 
great length about the impact on infrastructure that the Congressman has had in Tacoma in 
his 34 years. Instead, I'd prefer to focus on equality of representation. By scaling the 6th 
district back to the peninsula and eliminating Tacoma from the 6th district, this congressman 
and the next will not be confronted with the diversity of policy issues that arise when a 
district is mixed between rural and city issues. The 6th district will become primarily a rural, 
to it's detriment. Politically removing the peninsula from it's neighbor will effectively cut it off 
from the future economic development of Tacoma, Kitsap and Gig Harbor and vice versa. The 
peninsula will be less able to talk directly with the population centers about issues of key 
transportation and trade.  I encourage you to seriously consider rejecting Comissioner Huff's 
proposal in favor of others and keeping part of Tacoma in the 6th. 

10/12/11 Greg Anglemyer, 
President 

Key Peninsula 
Metropolitan Park 
District 

Lakebay     Email     26 My name is Greg Anglemyer and I am the President of Key Pen Parks on the Key Peninsula, 
Pierce County, WA. My Commissioners passed a resolution last night (unanimously) 
requesting that our Peninsula be allowed to remain in the 26th Legislative District. Many 
reasons were expressed--but they can be condensed into a simple statement: since we have 
no cities and very little county involvement in our unincorporated peninsula, it is absolutely 
vital that we be allowed to continue with the contacts/support/relationships that we have 
taken years to develop with our current legislators. Anything less could result in immediate 
and severe damage to our ability to provide necessary services to our constituents.   We are 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0031.pdf
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currently in discussions with county and state officials regarding State, DNR and county 
parkland and other issues ranging from nutrition, aging in place, rezoning, transportation, the 
development of two regional parks and summer food programs for needy youth. Moving us 
into a totally different political arena will deleteriously affect all of these initiatives. So please, 
leave us be. 

10/12/11 Richard Leeds         Email       Dear Commissioners,   My name is Richard Leeds and I live in the Enatai area of Bellevue.   I 
feel that the Eastside has not been considered properly for redistricting.   Bellevue, 
Newcastle, Issaquah, Sammamish, Redmond, Woodinville, Bothell and Kirkland are 
communities which share similar concerns and interests, according to our common 
geography and regional needs.  We are not of one culture, religion, ethnicity, economic or 
educational likeness, but we do share similar work and life styles, schools, hospitals and other 
civic institutions and have similar transportation issues.   For this reason, I think “the Eastside” 
should be one congressional or legislative voting district. 

10/12/11 Walter S. 
Corneille, Jr., J.D. 

  Tacoma     Email       I understand the redistricting comission is considering redrawing the lines so that 
Congressman Dicks will not represent the city of Tacoma. VERY BAD idea! I have lived in 
Tacoma since I moved here in 1979 to attned law school. I have raised a son in Tacoma, 
bought a house, been married and have participated in local politics and community issues. I 
KNOW the contribution Congressman Dicks has made to my community the City of Tacoma. 
He needs to stay as our Congressman and continue the great work he has done in Tacoma.   
Congressman Dicks knows the players and the issues that make  Tacoma, such a quality place 
to live. I know Tim Ceis from when I was staff to the King County Council, Dean Foster when I 
served as Senior Counicl to the Washington State Senate which, I only mention so that you 
know I have this opinion as a thoughtfull and professional citizen of Tacoma. Congressman 
Dicks needs to continue to represent Tacoma in Congress!   Thank you for considering my 
thoughts on this, please give them serious consideration! 

10/12/11 Nancy Dawson         Email       It is essential that the entire cities of Montlake Terrace, Briar and Bothell remain in the same 
Legislative District.  These surname communities have common goals and needs that can only 
be met by tying them together where their influence can be saved.  The addition of 
Woodinville would assure that the surban needs are met in the legislature. 

10/13/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email: For Dean Foster 

10/13/11 Sharon Mast Democratic National 
Committee Woman 

      Email       Ceis & Foster: The 41st, 48th, 5th, and 45th Democratic Legislative Districts are planning a 
joint meeting to learn about the November Commission proposal.  We would like to have a 
panel to discuss what these changes will mean to  our respective districts. The meeting will be 
Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at 7:00 PM, in the King County Regional Library, in Issaquah. 

10/13/11 Robin  Caldwell   Federal Way     SM   9 30 This is outrageous! As an African-American female (and I shouldn't have to even point this 
out), I am sick at the idea of how Dr. King's dream has been twisted and made into something 
he didn't say.  I don't need someone dealing with me because I'm black or because I'm in a 
'community of color', I want to be treated with respect because I deserve it and because I 
treat others with respect WHO deserve. Is this what we need; new 'VICTIMS' that will be 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0131.pdf
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pimped out for their votes?  Instead of continuing to divide everyone up, let's try bring 
everyone together as people of Washington State, as Americans!  I am sick of 
Marxist/Socialistic groups like OneAmerica, pretending to be for the 'oppressed' on the front-
end, while they push their agenda to uproot the Constitution on the back-end.  All of us who 
are here legally are AMERICANS!  Why should we reward those who are here illegally with 
'rights' and benefits they haven't earned?  I am sick of taxpayers being used like a national 
ATM machine.  I work hard and I'm falling farther and farther behind so I turn to my family 
and church not the government.  The difference is that I know that even though I know I 
might fail this time, I still have a chance to succeed next time because of where I live, my faith 
and because of our US Constitution.  Enough political correctness (a communist tool to silence 
voices of opposition) already!  Hasn't it practically destroyed this country?  Do the right thing, 
please! 

10/14/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Letter       Click to public testimony documents: Redistricting Plan Quality Index 

10/14/11 Marvin Rosete   Renton   Olympia Letter       Click to public testimony documents 

10/14/11 Dave Schmidt       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

4     Just to confirm, the 'preferred' timeline is to have the final legislative maps done by 
November 28th?  Longer for congressional? 

10/14/11 Carin Chase       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     Thank you for your work.  It appears that a slight change to the 32nd and 46th configuration 
could keep communities of interest intact.  In the interest of not breaking up communities I 
suggest that the City of shoreline stay within the 32nd Legislative District and the 46th retains 
North West portion of Seattle. 

10/14/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 1     COMM. HUFF:  Okay.  Thanks. COMM. GORTON:  Before he leaves: Give a brief explanation of 
the competitiveness of the party-parity lines. MR. MILEM:  Okay. Competitiveness is 
something that there's not agreement on in terms of the range of -- of how wide the 
competitive band is.  For Washington I think that any district that falls within 5 percent of the 
vote in the state is a competitive district.  And one of the things that I point out in support of 
that is that in some of the districts you can find -- you can find results that are 5 points -- 
more than 5 points more Republican than the state and others that are five points more 
Democratic than the state. So I -- I use a band of 5 points on either side. And -- and so I simply 
classify -- I look at the 11 K -- 11 races that we have disaggregated data for, that is, the 
election results were disaggregated by Commission staff to census blocks and -- for those 11 
races.  And then I figure for each of those races, for each district -- wait a minute.  Getting two 
mixed up. For competitiveness I simply look at the question of, in each of those races did the 
district result fall within 5 points of the state result.  If it did, I classify that as a competitive 
district.  If it fell -- it's more than 5 points more Republican than the state, then it's classified 
as Republican; 5 points more Democratic is classified as Democratic. So I have -- for each 
district that -- I have 11 of those indicators.  And some districts will -- they'll all 11 be 
Republican.  For example, say, the Yakima district would be -- all 11 would be Republican; 
Seattle district, all 11 would be Democratic.  So I -- I simply add up those totals for the 11 
races for the ten districts, and that gives me a total. Now, the -- what I do with that is I 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0072.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0071.pdf
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subtract the difference between the Republican and Democratic numbers from the 
competitive number because what that basically reflects is the fact that the competitiveness 
is skewed one direction or the other.  We've got a lot more Republican results than we have 
Democratic results.  We've talked about this before, that Republicans are more -- more 
advantageously distributed throughout the state than Democrats are. So I -- I tried to adjust 
for that in this competitive measure by reducing the -- the number of competitive districts by 
the imbalance in the noncompetitive districts.  So -- and then – then it's -- it's simply then a 
question of percentage.  But what number of competitive districts are left after that 
subtraction is made. COMM. GORTON:  Doesn't that system assume that the state as a whole 
is 50:50? 

10/14/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 2      MR. MILEM:  No.  No.  No.  It's whatever -- whatever the result was in a particular race.  If 
you've got a race that was 66:34, then the district is going to be considered competitive if the 
result in that race fell in the range of 61 to 71.  So no, it has to nothing to do with that, 
nothing to do with what the state is.  I don't have -- I don't have to get into the business of 
what the state is.  The question is:  Does this district vote like the state, or does this district 
vote significantly differently from the state? My concern about competitiveness is that when 
the voters of the state shift their preference from one party to the other, I want control of the 
legislature to shift from one party to the other.  And so the issue is, what is happening in the 
state, and how far is each district varying from that. In a noncompetitive situation, for 
example, California or Texas, the state's going to be here, and you have a lot of districts over 
here, a lot of districts over here, and very few districts here.  And obviously, to maximize 
competitiveness, you want a lot of districts here and few districts over there. Now, in 
Washington we're limited to the extent we can do that because we have such a mass of 
Democrats in the Seattle area and such a mass of Republicans in Eastern Washington.  But we 
do the best we can. Those competitiveness scores are low, and the reason they're low is 
because this whole issue of the distribution of voters in the state and the difficulty it is to 
make competitive districts as long as you have -- and comply at the same time with things like 
not splitting counties unnecessarily and not splitting cities unnecessarily and so on. Party 
parity -- some of these things are little hard for me to talk about. Party parity is matching the 
districts.  I – I take those 11 races, and I figure out what the average vote was in the state and 
what the average vote in those 11 races was in each of the 11 districts.  Then I pair the 
districts, the most Democratic district – and then for -- for Congress obviously I paired the 
Seattle district, the most Democratic district, with the Yakima district, the most Republican 
district, pair them all the way down. I drop the top third because those are – party parity in 
noncompetitive districts is not particularly interesting or helpful and will simply confuse the 
results.  So I'm only looking then -- in the case of Congress that means I'm looking at four 
pairs.  And the purpose would be to try to assure that those districts are about equal in terms 
of their difference from the state so that if -- you know, the ideal situation would be that 
those four pairs of districts would all basically be the same as the state to the extent – and the 
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same as each other. And I should -- there I'm mixing the two concepts. The same as the state 
is an issue of competitiveness.  

10/14/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 3     The same as each other is an issue of party parity. And so if the districts are matched in terms 
of the distance that they are from the state, then I view that the parties are in parity with 
respect to that particular pair of districts. Now, obviously there are always differences.  They 
don't match exactly, and -- and here again, this disparity in the distribution of voters plays a 
role in it so that typically the imbalance in the party-parity test is always falling on the 
Republican side.  And so we just do the best we can with that. We don't do a very good job of 
meeting party parity here.  There is a solution to that, but the solution is not presently 
available to us under the federal constitution, which is not to use population as the basis. 
What we've got here is we've got a situation where we have highly concentrated populations 
of Democrats in areas that are relatively sparse in children, and then we've got Republican 
areas that are families.  And, you know, Republicans' votes are worth more when you district 
on the basis of population than when you district on the basis of voters. I've always thought, 
as you may remember from 50-years-plus ago, Slade, that I believe that we should be 
redistricting on the basis of voters.  But since 1963 it's been clear we -- well, not 100 percent 
clear. I mean, Hawaii has been allowed to do it.  But that's kind of going to another subject.  
Sorry. Any more questions? COMM. HUFF:  John, one more quick question. MR. MILEM: Yeah. 
COMM. HUFF:  What you're referring to here has been for congressional districts? MR. 
MILEM:  This is for congressional districts. COMM. HUFF:  Are you working with the same 
thing for legislative districts? MR. MILEM:  Yes, but, of course, it's five times as much work. 
COMM. GORTON:  Then you've got two new maps now. MR. MILEM:  Well, and I think 
actually that that's where I'm going to put my effort.  I mean, I've gotten -- I have most of the 
work done, too, for the legislative districts.  But I -- I just can't – I can't go ahead with all four 
plans.  I think I just need to -- to process these two. Anything else? Thanks for giving me more 
than three minutes. 

10/14/11 Marvin Rosete       Olympia Testimony 6     Thank you, and good morning.  My name is Marvin Rosete.  And I live in the northwest part of 
the Renton Highlands in Renton. Before I give testimony today, I have -- I have a few maps I 
would like to give to the -- give the Commission on what I would like to do specifically on my -
- on the precincts in my legislative district. So . . . COMM. FOSTER:  So is this one set? MR. 
ROSETE:  Hold on one second.  Sorry. COMM. FOSTER: Is there -- MR. ROSETE:  There are 
more, but -- COMM. FOSTER:  -- for everybody? MR. ROSETE:  There's not enough for 
everyone, so . . . COMM. FOSTER:  Why don't I give that all to the chair, then. MR. ROSETE:  
Okay. I'll give that all to the chair.  Sorry about that.  Thank you. Again, my name is Marvin 
Rosete, and I -- for the record, too, I'm also the vice-chair for the 11th District Democrats. And 
I happen to be living on the line in Renton, which is located at 4308 on Sunset Boulevard.  This 
puts us onto the -- on the Foster and Ceis maps, this also puts us on the line putting myself 
and our neighbors here into the 41st District, where we're currently in the 11th district.  I 
know that we are currently -- we'd like to also recognize that -- we'd like to thank the 
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Commission for respecting these natural boundaries. However, where my neighborhood is 
located, we're located on a very important part of Renton where -- where it's part of a very 
distinct community of interest.  In our narrative here down in -- that I'm reading, the 
neighborhood boarders on well-know Renton landmarks to include Sunset Boulevard or – 
otherwise known as State Route 900, moving east to west to Issaquah and the Duvall Road 
and heading to Newcastle. Again, known as the Renton Highlands, the precinct is -- known as 
113223 is the very top of the Highlands and has several well-known Renton landmarks to 
include, of all things, the Highland -- Highland Starbucks and the Bank of America, which is the 
only bank within a 3-mile radius.  So we have a whole neighborhood that would be there that 
would essentially be cut in half by the current redistricting plan. This neighborhood also 
includes, which is south of the 900 -- excuse me -- Hazen High School as well as a Washington 
State Department of Licensing office, where a lot of -- a lot of neighbors, including myself, got 
to take their driver's-license test in that area.  Also means that we're also served by King 
County Metro Route 105 and Route 240, which goes -- which covers Renton Highlands 
specifically. The reasons for not going into the 41st District are pretty simple.  Again, this is a -
- this particular neighborhood is a distinct neighborhood of interest and served by -- and 
thereby active -- both active Republicans and Democrats.  So again dividing that particular -- 
this particular neighborhood would, you know, kind of cut off a lot of our own representation.  

10/14/11 Marvin Rosete       Olympia Testimony 7     The neighborhood itself again has a synergy, and so these landmarks again include the ones 
that I mentioned.  And the neighbors that are in this neighborhood specifically identify 
themselves with Renton residents, similar to those living south of 900. So representation for 
the 11th District would -- would not -- in other words, representation, or at least state 
representation, from the 41st District, those residents see that representation as part of 
Bellevue or a part of Newcastle, not part of Renton. Not that we don't love or respect some of 
the people representing 41st, we know that, for example, representative Marcie Maxwell is a 
Renton resident, represents the 41st.  But we're talking – her residence is farther south, near 
the water -- I mean, farther north, near the water, not bordering near the Newcastle area. 
And so one, for example -- another example is one of the other businesses that's there is King 
& Bunny's, which is an appliance store, which is also owned by current city -- current sitting 
city councilmember King Parker. So all of these -- all of these neighborhood interests kind of 
mesh together where, you know, I would like specifically for this particular neighborhood in 
this particular precinct to be part -- and continue to be part into the 11th District. So with 
that, I can take any questions, but I wish I had more maps. COMM. GORTON:  Which maps are 
-- have divided you? MR. ROSETE:  The maps that divided me are the Ceis and Foster maps.  
So . . . COMM. FOSTER:  Today's map? MR. ROSETE:  Pardon me? COMM. FOSTER:  Today's 
maps? MR. ROSETE:  The maps that are proposed by Commissioners Ceis and Foster.  And I 
know, like I said, further, my -- for my own party, it seems kind of, why would I want to do 
that?  It's only because -- and again I'm speaking more from the issue of the community of 
interest that's there.  We don't want to divide that particular -- that particular group. In -- in 
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what I submitted to you there's – there are also pictures that we put in.  Near the corner of 
Duvall Road and Sunset Boulevard there's also a marker there that says "Welcome to the City 
of Renton," and to divide that up we're talking about pretty much a well known -- a visual 
landmark, if you will, to – to bring that up. And so and if you follow down the Duvall Road 
going north, just about literally about five minutes or less would be the Newcastle border.  
Then we can start -- as you go father on the Duvall Road heading towards Newcastle, then 
you can see even -- then you can start seeing where the neighborhood starts changing into 
Newcastle and 41st District politics. So my -- my request, in defending my own neighborhood 
of interest here, is that a few blocks north, a few precincts -- a few precincts north would help 
to us preserve this part of this particular neighborhood.  If we break south, then that kind of 
changes our representation slightly. I see I have questions from the commissioners.  

10/14/11 Marvin Rosete       Olympia Testimony 8     CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Are there questions? COMM. FOSTER:  We'll all look at the maps. 
MR. ROSETE:  I see Senator Gorton there who's . . . CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  What we'll do is 
we'll have these duplicated and provided to all the -- MR. ROSETE:  What I can do, too, is I can 
provide this electronically to the commissioners. CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  That would be 
helpful. MR. ROSETE:  Right now I -- what I – what I've done is that -- I didn't have access to 
color copies, which I know -- I know would have been a lot helpful.  But we'll be able -- I do 
have this in Word format, which -- in color, which would be able to hopefully be more helpful. 
CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay. MR. ROSETE:  Thank you so much. 

10/14/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 9     My name is David Anderson, Thank you.  I'm a citizen here today to, I guess, make a request 
of procedure for the Commission. At the last meeting on Tuesday there were some questions 
about the -- whether or not the Commission was following the Open Meetings Act. Right 
before lunch there was a recess, and then right at 1:30, when the Commission resumed its 
meetings, the -- there was an announcement that you were agreed to make two maps and 
that you had agreed to meet at 11:30 today to create this meeting.  And so there was 
concerns that that is a violation of the Open Meetings Act, that discussion of the People's 
business is not going on before the People; it's going on behind the curtain of this 
Commission.  So -- And I -- I'm concerned that the future of this Commission is just going to be 
a series of presentations of what your maps are, what has been decided elsewhere.  And so I 
have a proposal that what you could do to solve this, is just put all your negotiations on 
television.  Don't meet anymore individually; just put all the negotiations on in one big 
meeting.  The five of you or, I guess, six of you sit down on television and just hash it out and 
get it done, put all of the -- maybe have two -- two shows on TVW, one for the legislative 
maps to finish the negotiations of these maps and then another one to just hash out the 
negotiations of what are the congressional districts going to be. Again I think it's really of 
benefit to the people of the state of Washington to watch you negotiate what the actual lines 
of our state going to be.  I have stated that there has been special interests involved in the 
districting of this state.  I think that if it's just the five you sitting around a table negotiating 
out, showing people how negotiation happens and how – how consensus is made for the 
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state of Washington, that would be a great benefit for the people the state of Washington. 
And so I hope that you can really take this proposal seriously, bring as much transparency to 
the state of Washington through this process, because in the end it's not these maps that are 
going to be the legacy of this Commission; it's the culture that these maps create.  And I think 
that is what's really important, to preserve a culture of transparency and a culture of 
independence and openmindedness in the state of Washington. Thank you for this 
opportunity. 

10/14/11 Chris       Olympia Webcast 1     When are the maps going to be posted online? 
10/14/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 2     (Edwall, WA) The live TVW broadcast is frozen. 
10/14/11 Dave       Olympia Webcast 3     me too 
10/14/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 4     Will TVW (if the recording worked but just not the webcast) make the presentations 

available? It helps to hear the Commissioners' thought process behind the plans. 
10/14/11 Dave       Olympia Webcast 5     yep it's working 
10/14/11 Dave       Olympia Webcast 6     just to confirm, the "preferred" time frame is to have final leg maps done by nov 28th? longer 

for congressional maps? 
10/14/11 Carin Chase       Olympia Webcast 7     Thank you for your work. I appears that a slight change to the 32nd and 46th configuration 

could keep communities of interest intact.  In the interest of not breaking up communities I 
suggest the City of Shoreline stay with the 32nd LD and the 46th retains the North West 
portion of Seattle. 

10/14/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 8     Can you post the shapefiles so we can get our hands on them quickly? 
10/14/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 9     It is hard to take seriously testimony using Starbucks locations as the markers for identifying a 

community of interest for redistricting when my region has to cope with splitting school 
districts, fire districts, hospital districts, library districts and potentially county boundaries. 
Please keep the big picture in mind. 

10/14/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 10     how about a cage match? 
10/14/11 Susan Wilson   Federal Way     Email       My name is Susan L. Wilson, and I wish to comment on the redistricting. I have heard how 

minorities want to include Federal Way with other areas where there are primarily minorities 
to form a minority district. I have a real problem with this. First of all we have been lectured 
on being "color blind". We are not suppose to base things on race. Now we are. Further more, 
the people pushing for  a  minority district, say it is because "minorities have special needs".   
They have said on TV that their needs are different  than those of white people. They say they 
want to represent minorities. What about the white people who live in this district like me? 
Who will represent me.? By the words of those who want a minority district, it is to represent 
minorities. This leaves the white people in these districts with NO REPRESENTATION WHAT 
SO EVER!  If i were to push for a "white district" to represent the needs of whites, because 
apparently they are different than the needs of minorities, you would surely call me a racist. 
The people that want a minority district are also racist. They want a district based on color, 
that will leave whites with no representation. This is a hate crime against white people. It 
sounds like segregation from the 50's.  I believe it is illegal to base things on race, except 
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when people of color want things based on race. This is completely unfair, and will leave 
whites out of the legislative process forever. It this is formed, I will have to form a legal 
organization to fight for the rights of ALL PEOPLE. 

10/14/11 Mary G. Wirta         Email     48 Dear Washington State Legislative Redistricting Commission,  I urge you to pick one of the 
Legislative Redistricting  Plans that leave the 48th district together instead of splitting off 
parts of the Bellevue area along West Lake Sammamish Parkway and/or the areas around 
Clyde Hill/Medina.  These have been traditionally included in the 48th LD and follow the 
natural boundaries of the East side of Lake Washington from I 90 on the South to North of 
Downtown Kirkland ; and are boardered on the East by Lake Sammamish the Samammish 
Slough and downtown Redmond.  We hold mutual concerns that include the extension of 
light rail, the rebuilding of State Highway #520 Bridge, and interconnecting Metro Bus routes;  
Bellevue College & Lake Washington Technical Institute; and the businesses of Microsoft and 
other software companies as well as the Overlake/Group Health Hospital complex and the 3 
urban areas of Bellevue, Kirkland, and  West  Redmond’s Overlake business area/downtown 
Redmond.  Splitting off or removing parts of the 48th that are within this geographically 
contiguous area places these residents in areas that do not share their needs or concerns and 
takes them out of the Bellevue area to other cities a significant distance away or even across 
portions of Lake Washington.  Thank you 

10/14/11 Jeffrey Holden         Email       Redistricting Comments.   Recommended  Tim Ceis Plan for Legislative Districts   2nd Possible  
Dean Foster   The Tim Ceis Plan for Legislative Districts is the only plan that does not cross 
County Boundaries and does not remove parts of the existing district.  It much more difficult 
to represent a district that spans more than one county as some of the other proposals do. 
This would require a legislator to meet with two sets of County Councils, and every single 
elected position. Legislative district representatives would go to different County meeting etc.   
I prefer the Tim Ceis Plan over the Dean Foster Plan because it does not remove areas from 
the district and only adds areas.  That way people do not unnecessarily change districts. 

10/14/11 Nadine Shiroma   Kirkland     SM   1 32 I support Commissioner Foster’s  48th LD, because it is consistent with published redistricting 
criteria and brings us closer to a legislative district that will engender greater civic 
participation within the Redmond/148th Ave NE community of interest.  Commissioner 
Foster’s map could be further enhanced by modifying the 48th LD’s northern boundary to 
include more of South Redmond and exclude a portion of Bridle Trails.  I also support 
Commissioner Foster’s proposed 37thth and 11th LD’s, which will allow the districts to retain 
a large proportion of their current constituents.  1. There are practical, topographic reasons 
for drawing the 11th LD with a North/South rather than an East-West orientation.  This is due 
to the geography and terrain, the orientation of major roads and arterials within the district 
and bordering it, and the natural community spaces that result from them.   • Major roads 
and arterials follow the terrain within and around the 11th LD, including I-5, Airport Way, 
Marginal Ways East and West,  and SR 509.  These major thoroughfares are oriented north-
south.  • With easy freeway and/or highway access, residents of Georgetown and South Park 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 242 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
readily travel to Rental and Tukwila.  • Residents on the eastside of the current 37th LD -- 
Rainier Beach, Madrona and Mount Baker – have little reason to travel to Georgetown and 
South Park in the current 11th LD and vice versa.  2. I also believe the 37th and 11th LD’s 
proposed by Commissioner Foster will encourage the emerging community of voters who 
reside in these districts to encourage civic participation among their children and neighbors.  
By contrast, the maps proposed by Commissioners Huff, Gorton and Ceis  would significantly 
alter the districts, give them a east-west orientations and displace one, if not two of the 
current 11th LD incumbents.   Given that minority communities are currently 
underrepresented in electoral politics; that broader, ongoing civic participation within these 
communities remains a goal of leaders in majority as well as minority communities; and that a 
stated criteria of the redistricting commission is to comply with the Voting Rights Act  to 
ensure that minorities have an equal opportunity to elect representatives of their choice, I 
support the  37th and 11th LD’s proposed by Commissioner Foster. 

10/15/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email For Slade and Tom 

10/16/11 Luanne Van 
Werven 

  Lynden     SM   2 42 The new legislative map proposed by Commissioners Huff and Gorton is right on target. By 
moving more of Bellingham into the 40th district it keeps the districts lines very similar to 
current boundaries and disrupts Whatcom County the least. It is logical and appropriate. 
Moving more Bellingham voters into the 40th LD also serves their preference of supporting 
Democrat leaders. North Bellingham and north county voters would remain represented by 
the leadership they elected by significant margins. It would be a win/win for Whatcom County 
and the two legislative districts contained within. I highly recommend passage of the 
Huff/Gorton legislative map. 

10/16/11 Luanne Van 
Werven 

  Lynden     SM   2 42 The new legislative map released by Ceis/Foster is very disruptive and unsuitable for 
Whatcom County. Dividing our county into 3 legislative districts is an untenable approach and 
should not be considered. The Ceis/Foster map redistricts a recently elected representative 
into the 39th which effectively thwarts the will of the 42nd district voters. The legislative map 
released by Gorton/Huff is the best solution for Whatcom County and the legislative districts 
contained within. 

10/16/11           SM   1 32 Please make sure that the northern part of Kirkland is NOT in the 32nd.  10 years of no 
representation is too long.  Part of your job, I thought, was to keep community in mind.  
Shoreline and Kirkland share nothing except being in the state of Washington. 

10/17/11 Randall Lewis City of Tacoma Tacoma     SM       The City of Tacoma has previously commented to the Commission concerning our preferences 
regarding legislative districts, and particularly our grave concern about small portions of 
Tacoma being carved out to somehow balance an adjacent legislative district. Of the two 
legislative proposals now before you, the Ceis-Foster plan does an excellent job of preserving 
adequate representation for the City of Tacoma and leaves logical parts of the city intact. The 
Gorton-Huff plan is quite the opposite. The map lops off a small part of the city's west end 
and places it in the 28th district, assuring these citizens will receive little if any meaningful 
legislative representation. This is a poor practice that has sadly been visited on this 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0132.pdf
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neighborhood before when the 1990 redistricting placed a tiny bit of this neighborhood in the 
26th district. Thankfully, the 2000 redistricting plan corrected this error. But the Gorton-Huff 
plan doubles down on this practice and also slices the contiguous Northeast Tacoma 
neighborhood in two between the 27th and 30th districts. There is absolutely no rational 
basis for this  action, which will again place a small number of Tacoma residents in a district 
largely comprised of citizens of another county, assuring they receive little or no legislative 
attention. The City of Tacoma strongly urges the Commission to reject the nibbling of Tacoma 
and help assure that all of our citizens have the opportunity for proper legislative 
representation. 

10/18/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email: For Slade and Tom 

10/18/11 James O'Neill   Sammamish     SM   8 5 I object to the plans that push Sammamish out of suburban King County and lump it into the 
great rural area to the east of it. Sammamish is much more like Bellevue or Kirkland than it is 
to Cle Elum or Ellensburg. This makes no sense at all to me. 

10/18/11 Greg Brown         Email       Commissioners,   Please select the Redistricting Proposal developed by Commissioners 
Gorton and Huff.  I believe that this is the best option to maintaining the balance of voters in 
the north western counties.   The Proposal from Commissioners Ceis and Foster divides 
Whatcom County while still dividing the City of Bellingham.  I don’t feel that this is fair to the 
citizens of Whatcom County. 

10/18/11 Evan         Email       I think tim ceis’s plan makes the most sense. 
10/18/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 

Chair 
37th LD Repuplicans Renton     Email     37 Please note that the we find the democrat map concerning the 37th and the 11th legislative 

districts totally unacceptable.  RENTON IS NOT SEATTLE. The law states that city's should to as 
much as possible SHOULD NOT BE DEVIDED. At the present time it is impossible for people 
that live at either end of 37th to get to meeting with out 45 min drive time both ways, a 
situation that is not correct by the democrats map.   All we are asking is that the LAW and 
Washington State Constitution be followed. The 37th should be wholly in Seattle, and 11th 
should take in all of Renton. I wonder if anyone wants to take the RESPOSNBLITY in few years 
when Boeing closes it's Renton plan because it cannot get any representation on the state 
level.  PS. if you find me an irrattant the best way to get rid of me is FOLLOW THE LAW. 

10/18/11 Glenn Bestebreur   Prosser     SM   4 8 The summary of the two plans (Foster/Ceis & Huff Gorton) does not represent “rural” Prosser 
well.  Can you please put Prosser into the 15th District.  That way Prosser will be part of the 
(Yakima) lower valley representation, in which they are more aligned with.  Thanks,  -Glenn 

10/18/11 Dan Willner Windermere Bothell     SM   1 1 Gentlemen and Madame;  I am voicing my concern to the newly revised Ceis/Foster plan and 
the new easterly appendage of the 21st district, which comes across I-5 at 164th and swoops 
down and grabs the neighborhoods of Mays Pond, Crystal Creek and the general Northcreek 
area. I believe that this plan is the more workable of the two and would like to offer my 
suggestions. I have lived in this area for over 25 years and have even coordinated the Block 
watch with the surrounding Bothell and Mill Creek area captains. Looking at your plan, it 
looks like our old district the 1st from the south is shaped to incorporate all of Bothell and all 
the planned annexation. I believe this is a good choice in keeping communities with similar 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0133.pdf
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interests together.  Groups like Mill Creek, Snohomish and Lake Stevens or Bothell, Brier and 
Mountlake Terrace. These smaller cities have a need to be represented by a voice that can 
address all their concerns, without being dominated by a larger population that is to distant. 
That is where my concern for our neighborhood comes in. I have lived with a Bothell address 
and a Mill Creek post office in the unincorporated part of Snohomish for 25 years. Our area is 
ripe for annexation in the next few years to Mill Creek or Bothell, yet your carving out will 
leave our voice with neither but of the major Puget Sound cities of Edmonds and Mukilteo. 
They hardly have the same needs as our area, where they are older established cities; we are 
in a growth phase.  You are also opening us up to breaking cities apart again in a few years.  
My personal recommendation, would to reconsider and not including Woodinville in the first 
district as it has much more to do with the Redmond, Kirkland, Eastside needs. Then picking 
our area up to the Mill Creek border and some possible western expansion to try to put 
Mountlake Terrace together, this should address some of the population issues. I am sure the 
21st could easily pick up its needed population from the Boeing area. You could also do the 
same by bringing the 44th down to the proposed Bothell annexation lines, then chopping of 
the northern border at Soper Hill and the Granite Falls highway.  Either way our areas will be 
represented by local legislators and senators that will have our best interest in mind.  I do not 
envy your job and all the outside influences pushing you, but please keep in mind the future 
annexations when carving out unincorporated areas. This will most probably be grabbed up 
very soon, especially in these times of falling revenues.  Thank you for your time.  Dan Willner 

10/19/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Email from John Milem 

10/19/11 William Anderson   Bothell     SM   1 1 I have a questionabout  and comments to provide based on the proposed legislative maps 
from the Special Meeting of OCT 14th.  QUESTION:  - When will public comment be accepted 
for the latest proposals of the speical meeting, and how will it be accepted?  COMMENT:  - 
The proposed Legislative map by Commissioners Ceis and Foster is considerably different 
from their initial proposals and made a significant change to the communities of North Creek 
(original 1st District), just south of Mill Creek.  It akwardly connected this inland community 
with the coastal communities of Edmonds/Mukilteo, and draws us away from our neighbors 
in Bothell and Mill Creek.  I strongly suggest that this inappropriately shifts our 
representatives away from our core needs/core community and would NOT be 
representation reflective of the people living in our community.  I ask that they reconsider 
this proposal and take into account how dramatically they are impacting our representation, 
and work to keep the North Creek community more aligned with the neighboring 
communities.  - If this is not the correct forum to voice this concern, I ask that you redirect me 
to the the appropriate contact.   Thanks for your time and work on this project! 

10/19/11 Dan Willner Windermere Bothell     Email       Gentlemen and Madame;  I am voicing my concern to the newly revised Ceis/Foster plan and 
the new easterly appendage of the 21st district, which comes across I-5 at 164th and swoops 
down and grabs the neighborhoods of Mays Pond, Crystal Creek and the general Northcreek 
area. I believe that this plan is the more workable of the two and would like to offer my 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0134.pdf
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suggestions.  I have lived in this area for over 25 years and have even coordinated the Block 
watch with the surrounding Bothell and Mill Creek area captains. Looking at your plan, it 
looks like our old district the 1st from the south is shaped to incorporate all of Bothell and all 
the planned annexation. I believe this is a good choice in keeping communities with similar 
interests together.  Groups like Mill Creek, Snohomish and Lake Stevens or Bothell, Brier and 
Mountlake Terrace. These smaller cities have a need to be represented by a voice that can 
address all their concerns, without being dominated by a larger population that is to distant.  
That is where my concern for our neighborhood comes in. I have lived with a Bothell address 
and a Mill Creek post office in the unincorporated part of Snohomish for 25 years. Our area is 
ripe for annexation in the next few years to Mill Creek or Bothell, yet your carving out will 
leave our voice with neither but of the major Puget Sound cities of Edmonds and Mukilteo. 
They hardly have the same needs as our area, where they are older established cities; we are 
in a growth phase.  You are also opening us up to breaking cities apart again in a few years.   
My personal recommendation, would to reconsider and not including Woodinville in the first 
district as it has much more to do with the Redmond, Kirkland, Eastside needs. Then picking 
our area up to the Mill Creek border and some possible western expansion to try to put 
Mountlake Terrace together, this should address some of the population issues. I am sure the 
21st could easily pick up its needed population from the Boeing area. You could also do the 
same by bringing the 44th down to the proposed Bothell annexation lines, then chopping of 
the northern border at Soper Hill and the Granite Falls highway.  Either way our areas will be 
represented by local legislators and senators that will have our best interest in mind.  I do not 
envy your job and all the outside influences pushing you, but please keep in mind the future 
annexations when carving out unincorporated areas. This will most probably be grabbed up 
very soon, especially in these times of falling revenues.   Thank you for your time. 

10/19/11 Michelle Scannell   Bothell     Email       Happy Autumn!  RE: OCTOBER 14th Proposals   YES to Commissioners Gorton & Huff Proposal  
Our 1st Legislative district neighbors are people who live EAST of I-5, WEST of Hwy 9, South to 
Bothell Way and North to 128th St SE best understand how we commute, shop, and 
communicate.  For over 22 years I have lived in 1st Congressional and the 1st Legislative 
district. I have voted at every election. As a block watch captain I know how important it is to 
listen to and to communicate with my neighbors in order to build a strong, supportive 
neighborhood network. I best serve my neighbors because I live in the neighborhood.  I would 
like the fact that my state legislative representative lives in my neighborhood to continue 
even after redistricting.   I dearly appreciate your time and "listening" to my recommendation 
and request.  You are welcome to contact me if you have further questions or would like 
further feedback about my neighborhood redistricting. 

10/19/11 Pam Schormann   Bothell     Email   1 1 Hi   Right now we are in the 1st Congressional and the 1st Legislative district.  Our Legislative 
district is the one I am concerned with and when you go look  at one of the maps it has us and 
Mays pond moving to  the 21st, which is Edmonds/Mukilteo centric.   Now if the line 
adjustment took us into Mill Creek, I could understand that,  but on one of the maps, we are 
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thrown in with Edmonds and Mukilteo.  These elected officials, would probably always come 
from those population  centers, and not worry about us and Mays pond and the rest on North 
Creek.   I oppose this redistricting that puts us with Edmonds/Mukilteo. 

10/19/11           SM   8 48 In the 101411/LD_handout_Huff-Gorton.pdf plan, the finger of the 41st district along the 
Bellevue shore of Lake Sammamish is laughably narrow. I hardly think a mile-wide lake counts 
as territorial cohesion. 

10/19/11 William Anderson Tambark Trails 
Neighborhood 
Association 

Bothell     SM   1 1 The Ceis/Foster proposal has moved our small corner of the larger neighborhood (Tambark 
Trails and west over to Hwy 527, and Tambark Trails and north up to 180th) from our present 
participation with the larger North Creek and North Bothell, to an attachment to the 
Mukilteo/Edmunds district.  Both options (present and proposed future) have their pros/cons, 
but what is of concern to me and my neighbors is that we will not longer be represented from 
the Bothell/North Creek neighborhoods, but by the Edmonds/Mukilteo neighborhoods – 
great folks, but disconnected from our key issues.  I’d suggest that we might be better 
represented by more regionally local folks who are more in touch with our specific concerns, 
such as growth management and the future annexation designs by Bothell and Mill Creek, or 
nationally concerning federal environmental regulations as they impact Tambark Creek.  In 
particular, the Growth Management plan for the state indicates that our neighborhood is in 
the Mill Creek growth boundaries, and if we are ever to be annexed, it will be with Mill Creek.  
Regardless of if/when an annexation occurs for us, would it not be smarter to be represented 
by folks connected to these issues?  While this is a local (state/county/city) issue, it is a small 
example of how we would be better represented by our closer neighbors immediately north 
and south of us, vice reaching for the beach.  The Gordon/Huff proposal leans more in our 
desired direction.  Please feel free to ask more questions of us. 

10/19/11 William Anderson   Bothell     SM   1 1 I'm a bit worried/confused by the web site.  It states:  "The commissioners are taking public 
comments through October 11. After that, they will be meeting to negotiate a final 
redistricting plan."  ...But, the commission had a special meeting and came up with two final 
proposals.  According to the site, you are not taking public comment on these options.  
However, from a recent reply to my query on Facebook:  "We accept public comment through 
Facebook and our website throughout the process. All comments are forwarded to the 
commissioners. Let me know if you have any other questions."  I appreciate the option to 
comment, but believe you might want to update the website to reflect that intention.  
Thanks!!!! 

10/19/11 Bill Anderson Tambark Trails 
Neighborhood 
Association  

      SM       The Ceis/Foster proposal has moved our small corner of the larger neighborhood (Tambark 
Trails and west over to Hwy 527, and Tambark Trails and north up to 180th) from our present 
participation with the larger North Creek and North Bothell, to an attachment to the 
Mukilteo/Edmunds district. Both options (present and proposed future) have their pros/cons, 
but what is of concern to me and my neighbors is that we will not longer be represented from 
the Bothell/North Creek neighborhoods, but by the Edmonds/Mukilteo neighborhoods – 
great folks, but disconnected from our key issues.  I’d suggest that we might be better 
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represented by more regionally local folks who are more in touch with our specific concerns, 
such as growth management and the future annexation designs by Bothell and Mill Creek, or 
nationally concerning federal environmental regulations as they impact Tambark Creek. In 
particular, the Growth Management plan for the state indicates that our neighborhood is in 
the Mill Creek growth boundaries, and if we are ever to be annexed, it will be with Mill Creek. 
Regardless of if/when an annexation occurs for us, would it not be smarter to be represented 
by folks connected to these issues? While this is a local (state/county/city) issue, it is a small 
example of how we would be better represented by our closer neighbors immediately north 
and south of us, vice reaching for the beach. The Gordon/Huff proposal leans more in our 
desired direction.  Please feel free to ask more questions of us. 

10/19/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 After reviewing the Demographic charts for each of the Legislative plans, I was disappointed 
to see that they focused narrowly on one language group and a 19th century concept of race. 
May I suggest some more useful demographics to indicate communities of like interest and 
perspective:  Population density - rural, urban and suburban outlooks are necessarily different  
Population age profiles - trending to retirement or many young families?  Economic base - is 
the economy of an area driven by software, agriculture, health care, mining, timber, tourism, 
government employment, military bases?  Percentage of private vs. publicly owned land - 
changes tax pressures on local governments  Within agriculture - irrigated vs/ dryland; row 
crops & tree fruit (labor intensive) vs. grains & similar large acreage crops (machinery 
intensive); animal agriculture vs. cropping  Median Home Prices and Sizes - reflection of self-
selected culture  Schools - Public vs. private school enrollment vs. home schooling  All of 
these variables can be studied and do far more to creating communities of interest and 
reflecting daily culture than superficial labels. 

10/20/11 Michelle Scannell   Bothell     SM   1 1 YES to Commissioners Gorton & Huff Proposal  Our 1st Legislative district neighbors are 
people who live EAST of I-5, WEST of Hwy 9, South to Bothell Way and North to 128th St SE 
best understand how we commute, shop, and communicate.   For over 22 years I have lived in 
1st Congressional and the 1st Legislative district. I have voted at every election. As a block 
watch captain I know how important it is to listen to and to communicate with my neighbors 
in order to build a strong, supportive neighborhood network. I best serve my neighbors 
because I live in the neighborhood.  I would like the fact that my state legislative 
representative lives in my neighborhood to continue even after redistricting.  I dearly 
appreciate your time and "listening" to my recommendation and request.  You are welcome 
to contact me if you have further questions or would like further feedback about my 
neighborhood redistricting.   Best wishes to you. 

10/20/11 Kathryn Ryan   Bothell     SM   1 1 I prefer the Gorton/Huff Proposal for the re-districting of our area in the state.  It keeps our 
representation local and connected to the neighborhoods at large while the other seems to 
take our area away from a center location and with the possibility of representation that is 
not concerned, knowledgeable or interested in the needs of our area. 

10/20/11 Jeff Bacigalupi   Bothell     SM   1 1 Please keep us in a region whose planning group is centralized around the North Creek area.  
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The Mukilteo area is too far removed to understand issues that we face in our local areas. 

10/20/11           SM   1 1 I'd suggest that we might be better represented by more regionally local  folks who are more 
in touch with our specific concerns about growth  management and the future annexation 
designs by Bothell and Mill Creek.The Gordon/Huff proposal leans in that direction. 

10/20/11 Jackie Reeves   Bothell     SM   1 1 The Gorton Huff plan alligns more with our interests in the North Creek area.  Please vote for 
this plan or one that is similar to it.  Aligning us with the Mukilteo area is not in our best 
interest. 

10/20/11 Richard 
Champion 

  Federal Way     SM   9 30 As per RCW 44.05.090 (2) (a) District lines should be drawn so as to coincide with the 
boundaries of local political subdivisions and areas recognized as communities of interest. The 
number of counties and municipalities divided among more than one district should be as 
small as possible  Therefore, I have problems with Gorton and Huff's combined LD map that 
needlessly make the 30th LD, where I reside, bridge into Pierce County. That is not the case 
currently and shouldn't be with the new maps.  Along the same lines, Ceis and Foster's US 
Congressional District maps needlessly make their South King County district go into a small 
portion of Pierce County where Rep. Adam Smith resides. There is no need to add this small 
bit of Pierce County except to protect Rep. Adam Smith. Thus, for the South King County CD, 
whatever number it ends up being, Huff's map is the best.  Furthermore, Ceis and Foster's US 
Congressional District maps needlessly have the 6th CD grab a portion of Tacoma. It is the 
mandate of the Commission to avoid breaking up municipalities, yet these do so. It may be 
because that has long being Rep. Norm Dicks constituency, but such reasoning should not 
come into play. Thus for the Tacoma CD and the Kitsap Peninsula CD, Huff's map is the best.  
Along the lines of their mandate to not break up municipalities, Ceis and Foster's combined 
LD map, needlessly breaks up the Kelso community. Outlying communities within the Kelso 
school district of Ostrander, Rose Valley and Carrolls are within the Kelso school district and 
have Kelso postal codes 
http://www.kelso.wednet.edu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=wcu8zEColjY%3d&tabid=36&mid=380 
. As such, they should be allowed to vote on state legislators that represent their 
communities. Moreover, they represent only a few hundred people, so including them in a 
final LD map would require very little adjustment by the commission. 

10/20/11 Richard 
Champion 

  Federal Way     SM   9 30 As per RCW 44.05.090 (2) (a) District lines should be drawn so as to coincide with the 
boundaries of local political subdivisions and areas recognized as communities of interest. The 
number of counties and municipalities divided among more than one district should be as 
small as possible  Therefore, I have problems with Gorton and Huff's combined LD map that 
needlessly make the 30th LD, where I reside, bridge into Pierce County. That is not the case 
currently and shouldn't be with the new maps.  Along the same lines, Ceis and Foster's US 
Congressional District maps needlessly make their South King County district go into a small 
portion of Pierce County where Rep. Adam Smith resides. There is no need to add this small 
bit of Pierce County except to protect Rep. Adam Smith. Thus, for the South King County CD, 
whatever number it ends up being, Huff's map is the best.  Furthermore, Ceis and Foster's US 
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Congressional District maps needlessly have the 6th CD grab a portion of Tacoma. It is the 
mandate of the Commission to avoid breaking up municipalities, yet these do so. It may be 
because that has long being Rep. Norm Dicks constituency, but such reasoning should not 
come into play. Thus for the Tacoma CD and the Kitsap Peninsula CD, Huff's map is the best.  
Along the lines of their mandate to not break up municipalities, Ceis and Foster's combined 
LD map, needlessly breaks up the Kelso community. Outlying communities within the Kelso 
school district of Ostrander, Rose Valley and Carrolls are within the Kelso school district and 
have Kelso postal codes 
http://www.kelso.wednet.edu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=wcu8zEColjY%3d&tabid=36&mid=380 
. As such, they should be allowed to vote on state legislators that represent their 
communities. Moreover, they represent only a few hundred people, so including them in a 
final LD map would require very little adjustment by the commission. 

10/21/11 Bonnie B. Sandahl   Alderwood 
Manor 

    SM   1 1 You have placed much of Alderwood Manor with Lynnwood.  Homes to the east of 24th AV 
West are placed in either the 21st district or the 32nd district with Lynnwood.  This is an 
incorporated area.  Why are you placing my home, 1814 201st Place S. W., Alderwood Manor, 
in the voting area with Lynnwood?  I have nothing to do with incorporated Lynnwood. 

10/22/11 Dick Libby         Email       I am glad that Dean Foster is playing a key role on your commission. He has a long record as 
an impressive public servant, with extensive knowledge about various important policy issues.  
Actually, I went to Western Wash. back in the 60’s with Dean, and we had many of the same 
Polit. Science classes—even back then he stood out as a competent and professional 
participant in the political process. He would have made an excellent Governor.  Feel free to 
forward this to him. 

10/22/11 Roger Moller   Bothell     SM   1 1 Please do not put Mill Cteek and Woodinville into the 1st LD.  Please leave the 1st LD as the 
working class district that it is now.  Thank you 

10/24/11 Monica Haug   Bothell     SM   1 1 as a resident of unincorporated North Creek, I do not want to have folks from the much more 
densely populated areas decided what happens in this neighborhood. we will be forgotten in 
the race for services. we need to be re-aligned w/ Bothell and Mill Creek as much more 
closely identifying with the needs of this area of Snohomish County. 

10/25/11 Sean Large   Bothell     SM   1 1 i live in the unincorporated snohomish county (bothell address), and i'm strongly opposed to 
the ceis/foster proposal, which carves our area out and puts it into the distant 
mukilteo/edmonds district.  the gordon/huff is much more practical, putting us in a district 
with mill creek and bothell, one of whom is likely to annex our neighborhood in the future.  
please keep our area connected to these cities, rather than an area that is separate and has 
different concerns than we do. 

10/25/11 Sean Large   Bothell     Email   1 1 i've just reviewed the redistricting proposals of oct. 14th, and i have grave concerns over the 
ceis/foster proposal.  i live in unincorporated snohomish county (bothell address), and this 
proposal puts our neighborhood in a district that is entirely disconnected from us, and is 
dominated by edmonds and mukilteo.  physically and practically, we live between bothell and 
mill creek, and will likely be annexed by one of those two cities sometime in the future.  the 
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gorton/huff proposal is much more realistic, putting us into a district that includes both of 
those cities.  please consider these issues when making your decision, and thank you for your 
time. 

10/26/11 James & Marilyn 
Stewart 

  Bothell     SM   1 44 Regarding the State Redistricting for Tambark Trails and Mays Pond.  We are opposed to the 
redistricting of putting us in the Edmonds, Mukilteo district. 

10/27/11 Craig Dougherty   Kent     Email   9 33 Sadly it is my opinion that both condensed versions have kept many of the poorest 
recommendations of all four combined and quite frankly do a great disservice to the 
Southend districts in their deliberations and how to respond.  Too much Seattle control is 
stretched too far South in the 37th by including Tukwila.  Moving Burien under the control of 
the 33rd makes this district too far afield to manage (as if the 5th does not have their own 
issues vertically !!) at the same time running the 11th like a wedge thru the middle of Kent 
and splitting it and aligning a larger portion with Renton and points north where it has little in 
common.  I am looking at both of these proposals at the same time and concentrating on the 
South end obviously (Lake Washington to the King County border with the GOOLE EARTH 
IMAGE when making observations as it defines the hard borders….) Align the 11th to include 
Tukwila and move the bottom line for the 11th back to at the very least 192nd at the furthest 
South and preferably back to the Renton City limits proper .  Give Burien back to the 34th.  
Kent is the 6th largest city in the state but is being sliced up like luncheon meat.  Seattle 
Proper is comprised of 5 or so distinct Districts, Kent has become a Dagwood sandwich….   My 
recommendations make for a horizontal approach to community districting, and removes 
much of the vertical dynamics of crossing many communities that existed previously in the 
districting maps.  Seattle needs to be completely out of the South Ends business model, the 
37th including Tukwila is outlandish in that reach when it should be in the 11th if a change is 
needed from the 33rd in which it resides now.  I have Kaiser, Upthegrove and Orwall all living 
in Des Moines, this current plan will only strengthen their base here to the point of 
monopoly. Change is inevitable here , that is a given, but IF this is the best they got for us to 
deal with after all these months I AM VERY DISAPPOINTED?  Am I the only one banging their 
head against the sidewalk here? 

10/28/11 Jim Burrows   Burien     Email       Click to view email: 2 legislative drafts 

10/28/11 Charles Rice   Bellingham     SM   2 42 Select the Unity Map as the new Tenth Congressional District.That map,which was drawn up 
by United for Fair Representation,helps to partially negate the White Supremacism-based 
gerrymandering that continues to oppress non-Whites(the racial minorities) to this day on all 
political levels (city-council,county-council,state-legislature,and United States-Congressional). 

10/30/11 R. Kirsten Watts Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. 

Lakewood     Letter       Click to view letter from Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 

10/30/11 Scott Leiter   Seattle     SM     46 I would like to see the Northern boundary of the 46th Legislative District continue to be the 
Seattle City limit at 145th, because Legislative District discussion of city level policy issues 
would get diluted if the District boundary is extended to the King County line to include Lake 
Forest Park, Kenmore, etc.  (For example, I am a Seattle resident and what interest do I have 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0123.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0048.pdf
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in the concerns of Lake Forest Park).  The irony is I am a Democrat and my desire goes against 
the two Democrat's redistricting plan and supports the two Republican's plan.  My guess is 
this has more to do with gerrymandering districts and less to do with keeping the city policy 
issues we need to discuss separate. 

10/31/11           SM   1 44 Mill Creek needs to be aligned with its neighbor to the south, Bothell.  Both of these cities will 
eventually border each other with future annexations.  The Bothell-Everett highway is the link 
that connects these two towns.  Mill Creek should no longer be included as part of the 44th.  
The 44th is more or less a Highway 9 district, which is not what Mill Creek is about.  Bothell is 
our neighbor, so please put Mill Creek into the 1st. 

10/31/11 Robert  Wainger   Redmond     SM   8 45 Dave Riechart does not represent me (District 45) and if you are going to expand his district 
eastward (more conservative) I want Union Hill to be in a more progressive district. 

11/1/11 Jon M. Dahl, OD   Mount 
Vernon 

    SM   2 39 My address has been located in a district totally unrepresentative of me, having included 
eastern whatcom, skagit and snohomish counties. Senator Gortons plan seems to work best 
by including us in with Mount Vernon, Burlingon and surrounding areas. Please consider 
making my address part of the greater Mount Vernon and Burlington area. 

11/2/11 John Pickens   Zillah     SM   4 15 I prefer the Gorton/Huff Plan.  I live in the 15th district which includes the lower Yakima 
Valley.  This plan keeps our district together geographically as well as demographically. 

11/2/11 Geoffrey Turner   Cosmopolis     SM   6 19 I do not like the proposed Ceis-Foster legislative redistricting plan.  They want to allow for the 
continued "split up" of communities of Cosmopolis, Aberdeen, Hoquiam, Ocean Shores, and 
Westport.  This does not make sense.  We have been split up long enough.  Our ocean/port 
communities need to stick together to have ONE united voice!  I have heard and read quite a 
bit during this process about "communities of interest" and how they should be placed 
together.  The Huff-Gorton plan places all of these communities into ONE district, and is in 
our best interest.  Please approve the Huff-Gorton plan, as it finally gives us ONE voice in 
Olympia! 

11/2/11 Skye Kilbury   Gig Harbor     SM   6 26 I live on the KP and am not happy with the idea to redistrict us into the 35th district. I work in 
Gig Harbor and my address says Gig Harbor. We never go to Mason county. I know my reps 
and see them at the store when I go to work or do shopping. I agree with the Park 
Commission we'd have no elected officials who live in this area . I think our relationship to the 
Gig Harbor community is closer for most people then our relationship to Mason county. Most 
people work in Gig Harbor live on the KP . Sending us to the 35th leaves us high and dry. This 
is a mistake  we need to reconsider. 

11/3/11 The Rev. Sylvia 
Haase 

  Vaughn     SM   6 26 The Key Peninsula MUST remain part of the 26th district. 

11/3/11 Genevieve Ellis   Gig Harbor     SM   8 26 I request that you keep the Key Peninsula area in the same district as Gig Harbor and Port 
Orchard as we are so interconnected politically, geographically and ecnomically. 

11/3/11           SM       I support the 13th Legislative District Map as outlined in the Gorton-Huff map. If I were to 
make any changes, I would include the Fancher Heights area above East Wenatchee in the 
13th Legislative District. To compensate, remove the last bit of Yakima County from the 13th 
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Legislative District. 

11/3/11 Todd Rosenbach         SM   6 26 The Key Peninsula should remain in the 26th Legislative District. The Ceis-Foster deliniation 
fails to address numerous shared characteritics and relationships of the communities 
impacted. In addition to political connections, these unique features include economic 
interrelationships, social service delivery, common school districts, and commmon 
transportation needs.   The Ceis-Foster Plan does not appear to take into account these 
important community characteristics. 

11/3/11 Claudia Loy   Lakebay     SM   6 26 The Key Peninsula area does not want to be moved to any other voting district.We are a part 
of Pierce County and the Peninsula school district. If you move us to The Shelton district we 
would lose both of those connections. 

11/3/11 Neal Van Der 
Voorn 

  Gig Harbor     SM     26 Despite the fact that I have voted liberal Democrat during the last 30 years, I strongly believe 
that the Key Peninsula should remain in the 26th district.  Although I don't particularly like the 
GOP state representative, Derek Kilmer and Larry Seaquist represent the Peninsula well.  
Economically, the Peninsula has strong connections to Gig Harbor and not Shelton.  I 
understand that the Democratric Party leaders have  the opinion that politically they prefer 
that the Peninsula should be part of the Shelton district, it is not in the best interest of the 
people on the Peninsula. 

11/3/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford     SM   5 9 After reviewing both of the current plans and speaking as a 16 year, former School Board 
Director, the Gordon/Huff plan does not serve southern Spokane County well at all.  It cuts 
much of the Freeman School District and Fire District 8 into pieces which is not good.  The 
other plan fits southern Spokane County needs very well and in many ways mirrors the 
district lines as they were 25 years ago. 

11/4/11 Donna L. Noski, 
Mayor 

City of West Richland West 
Richland 

    Letter       Click to view letter from City of West Richland 

11/4/11 Gloria Hirashima   Marysville     SM   2 38 The City of Marysville appreciates the work of all members of the Redistricting Commission.  
Having attended some of your meetings, as well as submitting earlier letters, we feel that are 
comments have been heard through this process.  Having reviewed the most recent maps 
from the October 14 meeting, we are very supportive of the map proposal submitted by 
Commissioners Foster and Ceis.  This proposal would place Marysville in the 38th and 44th 
Districts.  We believe this proposal would serve the citizens of Marysville, providing continuity 
in representation as well as retaining neighborhoods in a minimal number of districts.  Thank 
you very much.  Sincerely,  Gloria Hirashima, Chief Administrative Officer for the City of 
Marysville. 

11/4/11 Magnus Nilsen   Gig Harbor     SM   6 26 I want the Key Peninsula to remain in the 26th district.  Please do all you can to see that that 
happens.  Thank you! 

11/7/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham     SM   8 2 Very disapointed to see Graham WA divided between the 2nd Ld  25th Ld and the 28 thLD . It 
seems public testimony maps, emails, letters ,and pictures over months of time  matter little 
to the commission . I will once again testify to try and keep my community together.  To be 
unincorporated means to have diminished representation. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0032.pdf
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11/8/11 John Milem       Olympia Letter       Click to view document "Redistricting Plan Quality Index" 

11/8/11 John Milem       Olympia Letter       Click to view public testimony documents: The Evaluation of Redistricting Plans 

11/8/11 John Milem       Olympia Letter       Click to view public testimony documents: Redistricting Plan Section 4 

11/8/11 John Milem       Olympia Letter       Click to view public testimony documents: Proposed Congressional Districting Plans 

11/8/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham   Olympia Letter       Click to view public testimony documents 

11/8/11   Key Peninsula Park 
District Board of 
Commissioners 

Key 
Peninsula 

  Olympia Letter       Click to view public testimony documents: Resolution No. R-2011-06 

11/8/11 J. Paul 
Wagemann 

  Lakewood   Olympia Testimony 1     I'm from Lakewood, Washington, 28th District. My only comment is probably pretty short.  
First off, I just want to thank each of you for the time you're putting into this.  It's important 
to the representatives of the people that we have equal representation, and I just want to tell 
you thank you for your time.  I know how hard it is, and I know there's tough decisions to be 
made. I -- I spent 23 years in the Marine Corps, and I kind of look at everything kind of 
simplistic, a lot of crayons and coloring.  But when I look at the 28th District I'm confused, 
when most of the communities have voted to come out of Tacoma, that we've lumped a big 
bunch of Tacoma in there. And so as I look at the process of making equal representation, 
when we have to look at who's going to represent that district, whoever that is, when you 
have lots of different communities, you're diluting them, I think.  And so to me, keeping 
Tacoma as part of the 28th just doesn't make sense, and keeping the other ones that are 
more alike that wanted to be away from Tacoma when they voted themselves into cityhood 
makes more sense to me.  And so I would just encourage you to do that. Again, I appreciate 
what you're doing.  And thank you so much. 

11/8/11 Dave Kaplan   Des Moines   Olympia Testimony 2     I'm a resident of the City Des Moines, and also I'm on the Des Moines City Council. Back in '97 
the area of Woodmont and Redondo, which was in unincorporated King County, chose to 
annex into the City of Des Moines.  And they chose to go north rather than south into Federal 
Way.  In the 2002 redistrict plan, however, a couple of the precincts from that area were kept 
in the 30th Legislative District rather than being added to the 33rd District. What we would 
ask is that we keep the city whole -- the people in the Redondo area intentionally chose as a 
community of interest to be part of the City of Des Moines, not the part of City of Federal 
Way --and that the approximately 1,000 people that live in these precincts should be 
combined with the other 29,000 people that live in town so that the city is maintained as a 
whole.  We're not like Kent or Bellevue or some of the larger cities where it makes sense --
where you have to carve it up in order to balance things out.  Our city of 30,000 really should 
remain whole. So what I'm hoping is that you'll -- you'll take that into consideration when you 
make the adjustments on the legislative plans.  We would hate to go for another ten years 
before that got rectified, and it's already been 14 years since -- since the area annexed into 
the city.  And we'd like to see that the city remain whole under one set of representation. 
Thanks. 

11/8/11 Matt Hamilton   Graham   Olympia Testimony 3     I want to comment on the October 14th maps. And I do appreciate you folks.  I know you're 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0073.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0074.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0075.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0076.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0078.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0077.pdf
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volunteering your time to come up here and do this for the state of Washington folks, and I 
really do appreciate that.  You're doing a wonderful job.  And it sounds like you're going to 
have a very busy schedule coming up, so -- But you're close, but you didn't quite get it right.  
On the October 14th maps -- I -- I came here a month ago, and I asked that Graham be kept 
together. And on the Democrat side, they did a pretty good job of keeping Graham together.  
On the Republican side, we're no longer split east and west; now we're split north and south.  
So we have to work on that a little bit. So I guess, you know, Graham's been good to me. It's 
been good to my family.  It's been good to my farm.  And my farm sits directly in the center of 
the Graham Community Plan, so I have a pretty good idea of where the Graham Community 
Plan's at.  Yet my neighbor directly across the street from me, he's in Lakewood. And my 
neighbor two doors down, 400 feet away, he's also in Lakewood. Now, we've also lost three 
schools.  They too would be in Lakewood.  Lakewood is 25 miles away.  And Lakewood is the 
17th largest city in the state of Washington, and it's 60,000 people.  And I know that our rural 
voice would not have much of a voice with Lakewood being domineering right there.  So I 
would like to find some way that we could come back and get Graham back together. I've 
actually wrote another letter -- and I'll give this to Ms. Bunning, also -- to actually identify the 
approximate boundaries of where Graham is at.  Like I say, this is -- the urban-rural -- your 
own rules are that urban-rural don't belong together.  And I understand the complexity of 
that. And I would think, if you were sitting in my position and you were defending your 
community, I would applaud your actions.  And I would hope that I'm sitting in this position, 
you would applaud my actions for trying to defend my community. Thank you so much. 

11/8/11 Greg Anglemyer, 
President 

Key Peninsula 
Metropolitan Park 
District 

Lakebay   Olympia Testimony 4     Good morning.  I'm Greg Anglemyer.  I am the president of the Key Pen Parks -- Metropolitan 
Parks District on the Key Peninsula.  And thank you for having me here, and thank you for all 
the work you do.  As a fellow public servant, I certainly understand, to a much smaller degree, 
what you must go through. Our parks district is a nonpartisan group who tries very hard to 
stay out of politics.  We serve a population of about 16,000 people.  We are kind of the flip 
side, the shadow, the opposite area from the Gig Harbor peninsula. And one of the 
redistricting programs, at any rate, is showing us, instead of being part of the Gig Harbor and 
then moving into Tacoma, moving us over into the Shelton area or moving us north into 
Kitsap County.  Either one of those would move us out of Pierce County and would move us -- 
Our entire area essentially feeds from one highway that runs north and south, and then when 
it gets up to Highway 16, most of our people go into Tacoma, Gig Harbor, that area.  
Everything that we do is really located east of us.  To move us west in any way, shape, or form 
is -- number one, truly doesn't make sense, however it may look on the map. But the other 
thing is that the majority of our potential for economic viability is in tourism. Tourism, again 
we're going to be looking east.  Our current legislators that have been working with us in the 
26th District have been absolutely wonderful about doing things to try to help us along that 
way. And most of our partnering potential again occurs with people east of us. So, you know, 
again it's great to look at all the lines on the map and kind of look at the populations, but I 
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hope that you'll take a little bit of time to look at the human impact, as well, and do the best 
you can to keep us part of the 26th. Thank you.  We did pass a resolution. I've got a copy of it, 
if I could give that to you. Thank you. 

11/8/11 Bill Trandum Kitsap Peninsula     Olympia Testimony 5     I am also here representing the Key Peninsula, not so much from the parks standpoint but 
from the fact that all of our schooling, all of our transportation, medical care, recreation, et 
cetera, is all Gig Harbor-centric.  The two peninsulas are sort of like Siamese twins that are 
joined at the head.  All of our cooperative efforts are with Gig Harbor, whether it's with parks, 
with fire services, and, of course, we're in their school district. So again, like Greg Anglemyer 
said, I really hope that you will consider the commonality of interest of the folks that live on 
the Key Peninsula.  If you look at the census tract, you'll see that for our four ZIP codes, there 
are about 18,000 people.  We estimate that 16,000 of them are really on our peninsula 
because another 2,000 of them in our most densely populated ZIP code are actually Gig 
Harbor residents.  So keeping those two peninsulas together legislatively is, we believe, in the 
best interests of the folks that live out there. Thank you both -- or thank you all very much.   

11/8/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 6     I live in Vancouver, and I'm an advocate for redistricting in the public interest. I have several 
things I'm going to leave with you today.  One is a short memorandum on evaluation of 
redistricting plans, which provides explanations of the tests that I use in computing 
redistricting plan quality index.  You may remember a month ago I gave you numbers that I 
generated using that for congressional- district plans.  So this -- this memo will give the detail 
of how those formulas work. Then I also have for you today the redistricting plan quality 
index values for four legislative plans, the Democratic plan, the Republican plan, and the two 
plans that I submitted. I have the memorandum, finally, that I would like to have given you 
last time, which is basically my analysis of the -- the congressional -- the four congressional 
plans compared to the two that I submitted and focusing primarily on the issues which the 
redistricting plan quality index identifies.  And as I mentioned to you before, seven of eight of 
those items are in either our state constitution or our state law, and the eighth one is the one 
that almost all of you mention when you present your plans.  The focus of this memo is 
largely on the question of whether or not the plans comply with the constitution and 
statutory requirements. And then the fourth thing that I have for you today is my take on the 
Section 4, which you just had a long discussion of.  I -- this is kind of a first draft on my part.  
Based on what I've heard in the discussion, I believe that the issues need to be dealt with in a 
more thorough way than the discussion that I heard presented here. I think that there were 
at least three premises that underlie the present Section 4, and those -- those premises, I 
think, are very questionable.  And I think you really need to start from recognizing that 
Section 4 isn't right as it's written now, is based on some false premises, and then work from 
there.  And so I'm presenting you something that's considerably longer than Section 4.  At 
least half the length is the result of my effort to honor your commitment to zero population 
deviation.  And if we didn't -- if that were not an issue, this could all be much shorter. I do 
think it's very important for you in Section 4 to separate and deal separately with 
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unpopulated areas from populated areas.  And -- and when you're dealing with populated 
areas, you have to take into account the effect that moving any population is going to have on 
your compliance with whatever you think the applicable population standard is, and I think 
then you need to have some provision there that allows you to make compensating changes. 
One of the examples that I gave and which I had mentioned to you previously, there was an 
area that was separated by a river; it had 2300 people.   

11/8/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 7     I think the range in that particular plan, the overall range in that particular plan was two or 
three hundred.  And all of a sudden when you apply Section 4, now you've got a range of 
almost 5,000 people between the two districts that are involved in the -- in the swapped 
territory. So this -- I hope that -- I haven't had an opportunity to look at your work.  I will look 
at it and hope I have time to comment on it.  But I hope also you'll look at this and consider if 
there may be some things that -- some things that are holes that haven't adequately been 
dealt with in what you've offered. I would like to -- let's see.  Yeah. I would like to take a small 
exception to Commissioner Gorton's comment that -- on contiguity.  I agree entirely that -- 
that if two areas are in the same county, they are -- there's not a lack of contiguity simply 
because there doesn't happen to be a road between them. On the other hand, I'm 
uncomfortable with the idea stated as Commissioner Gorton stated it when he said every part 
of a county is contiguous to every other part of a county.  I don't think that Commissioner 
Gorton would want to carry that to the point where we could put Skykomish in the same 
district as Vashon Island because we have declared since they're both in King County that, 
therefore, they are contiguous.  No problem if -- if they're connected.  But if they're not, I 
don't think you want to go that far.  I think that overstates the case.  COMM. GORTON:  That's 
correct.  MR. MILEM:  Okay.  That's all I have.   

11/8/11 Jim McEntire   Port Angeles     SM   6 24 From the Chair, 24th Legislative District Republican Committee to the Washington State 
Redistricting Commission: The 24th Legislative District Republican Committee strongly 
supports the plan put forward by Commissioners Gorton and Huff and urges its adoption by 
the Commission and the Legislature.  Not only does the legislative districting plan put forward 
by these two distinguished Commissioners comply with the mandate of equal, or nearly so, 
population as it relates to the 24th Legislative District, their plan has the supreme virtue of 
turning the district into a truly competitive district for both major political parties.  Such 
competition, and the clash of ideas it generates, truly benefits the citizens of the 24th District, 
newly constructed.  Better candidates for legislative office will emerge on both sides.  
Sharpened competition of both ideas and policies will result both in a better informed 
citizenry, and in the better candidate, regardless of political party, emerging victorious in any 
given election. Equally important, legislators elected from the district will be more motivated 
to serve all their constituents’ interests, since their re-election prospects will depend more on 
their performance in office, and less due to the inherent power of incumbency. 
Commissioners Gorton and Huff have devised a plan with less geographic fragmentation, with 
more of Grays Harbor County in one district.  The part of Jefferson County moving into 
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another district will make for a more homogenous district, since its rural character will come 
emphatically to the forefront. The 24th Legislative District Republican Committee urges the 
Commission to approve the plan for the 24th District, proposed by Commissioners Gorton 
and Huff.  Most sincerely and respectfully. 

11/8/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 1     Am watching on the TVW website, sorry we won't be able to chat today. Tweeting at 
#RedistrictingWA 

11/8/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 2     Sue Lani Madsen, Edwall, WA 
11/8/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 3     Sue Lani Madsen, Edwall  Have to leave for meeting, darn it. Will the public comments stream 

be available on line later? 
11/8/11 Nadine Shiroma   Kirkland     SM   1 32 Can the minutes of the redistricting meeting be posted on the same day or within 24 hours of 

the meeting?  Also, when the special mtg was called on Oct 14, no indication was given in the 
message sent to the listserve that the the commissioners would be presenting 2 new maps -- 
one by Republican commissioners, one by Democrats; nor were the maps available for the 
public to view online during the meeting.  I would point out that 10 years ago the plan to 
consolidate from 4 to 2 maps was part of the original redistricting' timeline.  As you approach 
"crunch time," , meet more frequently, and move to final LD and CD maps, it's essential to 
post minutes immediately after a meeting and publish any proposed maps on the day of the 
meeting.   Thank you. 

11/9/11 Sally McLanahan   Moses Lake     SM   4 13 It is not fair or right to divide a community expecially when we are striving to obtain unity,  
peaceful relationships and goodwill in each community and encourage all working for the 
betterment of where we reside for the benifit of our state and country. 

11/10/11           SM     39 is the 39th district getting new reps and and new senator ? 
11/13/11 Dwayne Berg   Marysville     SM   2 44 I am a resident of the 44th District. I favor the proposed district that incorporates half of 

Marysville and leaves Mill Creek out. Marysville has ties to Snohomish and Lake Stevens, but 
no ties to Mill Creek whose interests might be more akin to Bothell, Lynnwood and Edmonds. 
Thasnk you. 

11/14/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

    Email       Click to view email: Douglas County Comments on Legislative Districts 12 & 13, Part 2 of 2 

11/14/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish     Email     39 There is no science behind this request but I would really like my house to be moved back into 
the 1st legislative district from the 39th. My area has very little in common with the 39th. 
People who live on my block are integrated into the Bothell/Woodinville area and I'd like to 
keep it that way. I submitted a physical 3rd party map that kept my area in the 1st. 

11/14/11 Elaine Phelps 34th LD WSDCC State 
Committee Woman 

Shoreline     Email     32 Click to view email: Appeal from the 32nd LD 

11/14/11 John Milem       Olympia Letter       Click to view documents "Proposed Legislative Districting Plans" 

11/14/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

2     My comment on whether the Commission should address the CD plans is that once the LD 
plans are completed it might be easier to create the Congressional Districts based on those 
lines. 

11/14/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East   Olympia Online - As 3     Douglas County is almost ready to comment on the Legislative plans for Districts 12 and 13.  

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0126.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0124.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0079.pdf
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Wenatchee Read We are anxious to see the 2 options for the Congressional plans. 

11/14/11 Brenda High   Pasco     SM   4 16 I have studied the 4 recommended legislative proposed districts and prefer #1 Ceis; #2 Foster 
& last #3 Gorton. The Huff plan is unacceptable as it changes nothing.  As an active 
Republican I would like to see Franklin County in unity without Walla Walla County.  The 
Republicans in Franklin County are not pleased with District 16 gerrymandering out our 
county dividing us up with District 9.  We prefer the representation we get with District 9 and 
see those representatives more often at our GOP meetings.  We share a lot of activities with 
Benton County, so putting District 9 closer to District 8 is the best option for us.  I know there 
are "politics" involved with your decisions, but I hope you will do what is best for Franklin 
County.  On another note - Franklin County has not had a representative living in District 16 
since Doc Hastings was elected.  That was before I moved here over 21 years ago.  ...Please 
get Franklin County OUT of DISTRICT 16!!! 

11/14/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 1     My name is John Milem.  I live in Vancouver, and I am an advocate for redistricting in the 
public interest. I have today for you the beginning of my analysis on the legislative -- on the 
legislative plans that you've offered -- that is not the four individual plans but the two plans 
offered by the pairs of commissioners -- comparing those with mine.  And basically it's the 
same song, just another verse. There are provisions in the state constitution and in the state 
redistricting statute that are intended to discipline this process.  And I would just like to 
encourage you to comply with them. Thank you. 

11/14/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 1     I'm very encouraged by the progress that has been made, and I'm looking forward to seeing 
the maps that result. 

11/14/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 2     My comment on whether the commissioners should address the CD maps is that once the LD 
maps are complete it might be easier to create Congressional Districts based on those new 
lines. 

11/14/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 3     Douglas County is almost ready to comment on the Legislative plans for Districts 12 and 13. 
We are anxious to see the 2 options for the Congressional plans. Amanda Taub, GISP 

11/14/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 4     Agreed, but once the LD maps divide the state evenly, it might be easier to maintain the 
populations equally. 

11/15/11 Elaine Phelps 34th LD WSDCC State 
Committee Woman 

Shoreline     SM   1 32 Please bide by the redistricting guidelines regarding communities of interest:  â€¢ keep all of 
the City of Shoreline within the same Legislative District., the 32nd â€¢ keep the 32nd 
Legislative District out of  Seattle, and vice versa.  There is no way to do otherwise that would 
conform to the redistricting guidelines. 

11/16/11 Patti Ensor School District, 
Davenport 

Davenport     SM   5 7 Dear Commissioners:  As a public school director for Davenport School District #207 in 
Davenport, Lincoln County (WA) I would very definitely prefer the Gorton-Huff plan which 
maintains Lincoln County within the 7th Legislative District rather than being reassigned to a 
new 13th Legislative District that would span more than 200 miles east-to-west from Reardan 
to Easton (Snoqualmie Pass, I-90) and Naches (White Pass, SR12). 

11/16/11 Amber Cervantes County, Mason Shelton     SM   6 35 On Commissioner Foster's Congressional Plan 1, we would encourage you to reconsider the 
current draft which follows US Highway 101 from the top of Mason County to the City of 
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Shelton boundary, then onto Highway 101 to the southern border of Mason County. In doing 
so, it creates many tiny islands of land, that would need to be individual precincts, between 
Highway 101 and Hood Canal and between Highway 101 and portions of the City of Shelton 
boundary, again causing small pockets requiring small, underpopulated precincts. This would 
drastically hinder future election administration. 

11/16/11 Amber Cervantes County, Mason Shelton     SM   6 35 On Commissioner Ceis' draft Plan 1, it appears that in areas the map may be following old city 
boundary lines, which do not line up with our current boundary. This would cause two small, 
unpopulated, awkward precincts that are unnecessary. Also, this plan follows US Highway 101 
on the left-hand side of the City of Shelton boundary which leaves two small, unnecessary, 
awkward precincts. This plan would hinder future election administration. 

11/18/11 Ramiro 
Valderrama 

City of Sammamish Sammamish     Email       Commissioners Powell, Gorton, Ceis, Foster, and Huff:  I  was recently elected to the 
Sammamish City Council and in reviewing the current redistricting plans I am concerned that 
despite the stated objective of the Commission on keeping cities whole  in one district  ( 
keeping "communities together in districts") -Sammamish appears broken up in various re-
districting plans.  I want to reiterate to the commission that the city of Sammamish and its 
Citizens are better served by being kept whole and together in one district. I would appreciate 
being kept abreast of the re-districting plans and how it affects our city.  If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  Best Regards,  Ramiro Valderrama  
Sammamish 

11/19/11 Debbie Kellogg         Email       Use of google maps Is a bad idea, very bad idea.  Say for example, a person is visually-
impaired but can use a computer, explain to me how use of google maps makes your 
proposals available to them?  It doesn't. I don't want to install Google maps just to view your 
plan, Adobe Acrobat is the legal standard, not google maps. On the other hand, I could just 
file a complaint with the Federal government, which I will do by forwarding this email. I have 
no idea what you were thinking. 

11/19/11           SM       Don't use Google Maps - this is not a standard method of disseminating information for 
comment nor does it meet any legal standard.  In fact, you may be out of compliance with 
Americans with Disabilities Act and therefore any other federal agency you are supposed to 
be in compliance with in redistricting.  The elderly are not going to use Google Maps, you 
have to install another program and learn how to use it, another hit on you argency, age 
discrimination.  Furthermore, the internet is not always broadband in the entire State of 
Washington, so accessibility is a problem.  This shows the arrogance and metro-centered staff 
and commission members perspective, not a state-wide perspective, and why Eastern 
Washington, people living on the furthest reaches of the Olympic Peninsula, oftentimes do 
not support this commission and others.  You should be ashamed. 

11/21/11 Debbie Kellogg         Email       Useless exercise - google maps...are you for freaking real?  My 79 year old father would never 
use google earth, and I have experience with it, but some of your files don't even load the 
districts in numerical order, why even bother?    You don't put in a street grid overlay, but you 
have nice colors all over, but that doesn't tell me anything    So, someone not used to google 
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earth is supposed to know the interface, manage to reset it if they drop into street view and 
provide meaningful feedback when they don't even know in the King-Snohomish-Pierce 
County area what streets in the urban density that there are current and proposed districts?    
You people are a joke, but you must have had fun wasting time and energy putting your little 
toys together. 

11/21/11 Cindy Ryu Washington State 
House of 
Representatives 

      Email     32 Hi, Dean:    You may already have received it, but the 32nd Legislative District Democratic 
Organization adopted a resolution at the November monthly membership meeting 
recommending that:    a. All of the City of Shoreline be kept together in the 32nd LD  b. If 
possible, Lake Forest Park also be included in the 32nd LD.      I agree with them that all of the 
City of Shoreline be kept together in the 32nd LD, especially since those east of I-5 live in 
mostly post-WWII GI housing and tend to NOT get adequate representation at local, county, 
or State levels.    Best wishes with the negotiations; in the meantime, as the only Freshman in 
this district, since I am facing a new district  increased/moved population of 50-60% new 
constituents, I am worried about my re-election prospects.  However, I also understand the 
difficult job you have. 

11/21/11 Ed & Lucy 
Stephenson 

28th LD       Email     28 Please keep the 27th and 29th Districts as Tacoma's legislative districts. The Democratic plan 
gives too much representation to Tacoma and diminishes the importance of the suburban 
cities and rural areas of the current 28th district.  We don't want to be lost in mess of 
downtown Tacoma politics.  Tacoma has little in common with Lakewood, University Place, 
Steilacoom or DuPont and much more with the fast growing areas to the south in the 2nd leg. 
District. 

11/21/11 James Mcnellis         Email       To Whom It May Concern,  I live in the 28th district which already repesents most of of the 
Military and civilian personnel who live and work around JBLM, Adding areas to the South and 
East that also have large populations that are Military connected makes sense. We do not 
need or want to be lost in the mess of Tacoma's politics or their urban problms. I live in 
unincorporated Pierce county. 

11/21/11 John Lunkes   University 
Place 

    Email       Redistricting Commission,    I have some concerns with regard to the redistricting proposals 
for the 28th Legislative District:    To further extend the district into the Tacoma City Limits 
would put the current residents at a distinct disadvantage.    I have lived in the district for 
over 20 years, during which time it has always been suburban and rural in make-up. We 
simply have not shared many of the issues and concerns of those residing in Tacoma. Our 
issues are more closely shared with those to the south and east.    I fear that those of us in the 
outlying communities would continually be overshadowed by the influence of the larger 
neighboring city.    The district has a large military community, both active and retired which 
is not found in Tacoma. It makes sense to maintain this continuity in those areas of close 
proximity to JBLM.    The areas of largest projected growth are in rural Pierce County and not 
Tacoma. It makes little sense to extend the district into an area of little or no growth only to 
have to expose it to a potential major redistricting in ten years.    I shall appreciate your 
consideration of my views. 
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11/21/11 Tom and Marilyn 

Henderson 
  Lakewood     Email       Dear Commissioners,  I've looked at the existing legislative boundary map and see that the 

28th district needs to gain population and the 2nd district needs to loose population. A logical 
solution would be to extend the 28th district down into part of the current 2nd district. That 
would also be in keeping with the largely suburban/rural and heavily military nature of the 
28th district. Further, the 27th district also needs to add population. Extending the 28th 
district up into part of the current 27th would produce a domino effect wherein the 27th 
would need to be extended as well to gain population. Please do it the easy way and let the 
math lead to the better solution. 

11/21/11 Col (ret) Duane 
and Jan Hardesty 

  Steilacoom     Email       Dear Redistricting Commission Members,  Jan and I want to provide you with input on several 
proposed redistricting plans we understand you are considering that would dramatically 
affect our 28th District.  We understand that the Democrat proposal would move expand our 
28th District further north to encompass areas currently within the 27th District as far as 
Point Defiance in order to accomplish the requirement to add 20,000 voters to the 28th 
District.  This is not a good solution.  The 27th District is primarily urban in nature and does 
not represent the interests of the more rural 28th District.  We have no interest in being 
consumed by the urban dominated politics of downtown Tacoma.       The Republican 
proposal which only adds the area north to Highway 16 and adds the more rural areas of Roy, 
Graham, McKenna and the areas surrounding Joint Base Lewis-McCord, would give the 28th 
District more of a reflection of the current Pierce County 6th County Council District and 
would keep it within that single Pierce County District as apposed other Democrat proposal 
which would spread it over several County Districts.  Our 28th District has traditional been a 
rural district which includes areas like Anderson Island, Camp Murray and Joint Base Lewis-
McCord.  As a previous Steilacoom Historical School District Board member and Board 
President, I know these areas well and understand the issues we face as a rural district.  They 
are not the same as the challenges faced by urban Tacoma!  Our current 28th District is highly 
represented by military veterans and their families who continue to add to  the geographical 
areas in the Republican proposed 28th District footprint.  This makes sense to keep that 
growing population of active, reserve and retired military families within a single district that 
includes the Joint Base Lewis-McCord-Camp Murray Complexes. The cities of Lakewood, 
Steilacoom, University Place and DuPont have much in common and little in common with the 
urban Tacoma complex.  Much of our population is tired economically and socially with the 
military complexes I just mentioned.  Our people work their; the military families live  and 
worship in our communities; and our local communities are tied directly to the Lewis-McCord 
complex via our Community Connector Programs.     Pierce County’s population growth is in 
the southern rural areas of the County not the urban Tacoma complex.  The Republican plan 
clearly recognizes this fact and proposes a solution that addresses it for the long term.  The 
growth in Pierce County is south and rural; not north and urban.     Please adopt the 
Republican Proposal for the 28th Legislative District!  Thank you for your consideration of our 
concerns and our recommendation. 
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11/21/11 Jennie 

Stephenson 
  University 

Place 
    Email       Greetings,  Thank you for all the work you have been doing for the last several months. You 

have a challenging job and your work is appreciated.  My name is Jennie Stephenson and I live 
at 4814 97th Ave W, Unit C, University Place, WA and have lived here for the last 30 years.  I 
have been closely following your proposals for redrawing my legislative district.  In summary, 
these are my thoughts:  ? The 28th District has always been mostly composed of suburban, 
some rural, not “Tacoma-urban”, small cities and communities.  ? The Democrats’ proposal 
would move a large part of the 28th into Tacoma; I oppose this. Our district has far more in 
common with smaller cities and communities than with Tacoma. Tacoma would have better 
representation if they were largely composed of the 27th and 29th legislative districts; these 
are already more urban in nature.  ? There is a significant military presence in the 28th 
District as it is drawn today. Moving a part of the 28 into the north end of Tacoma will cause 
this asset to be diluted. I do not support this. The 28th District presently shows strong support 
for our military in so many ways and we would like to keep it this way. The farther away from 
the military bases the district boundaries move, the less support there will be for our men 
and women in uniform. As former military spouse, I cannot stress this enough and I believe it 
to be true. One of the reasons we moved into the 28th District so many years ago was 
because of the strong military support in our local communities. I find this to be less apparent 
in Tacoma.  ? Expanding the 28th District south into the Roy/McKenna/2nd District area will 
ensure that the characteristics of our district remain more like they are; not “Tacoma urban”. 
Roy, McKenna and DuPont are more like Lakewood and University Place than Tacoma is.  ? 
My understanding of the role of the Redistricting Commission is to keep cities, school 
districts, similar communities, current other civic boundaries together as much as possible 
within the various kinds of districts. When considering the new boundaries for county council 
districts, stopping the north boundary of the 28th District at highway 16 would be a better fit 
to ensure similarities between legislative and county council district boundaries.  Again, thank 
you for the work you have been doing, I hope that you have a wonderful Thanksgiving 
holiday.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at my number below. 

11/21/11 Pad Finnigan   Lakewood     Email       Dear Redistricting Committee;     I understand there are two proposed plans for redistricting 
the 28th District where I live and have been a city councilman. One plan would extend the 
district north to Point Defiance, the other would extend it south toward Graham to include 
Roy and McKenna. Extending south rather than north makes a whole lot more sense for a 
number of reasons.     First, I believe the 2nd District to our south needs to give up 
population, whereas the 28th needs to gain population. That's a match too good to be true. 
Make it. If the population of the 28th continues to be somewhat stagnant, as it has in the past 
(like the 27th), and the population of the 2nd continues to be the hot growth spot in the 
county, allocating some of the 2nd population to the 28th will ensure the new 28th District 
grows at least in proportion to the rest of the state. If, however, you attach parts of the 27th 
to the 28, you'll ensure you have the same, no-growth 28th population problem in 10 years.  

11/21/11 Cody Graves         Email       Hello,     My name is Cody Graves and I am a resident of University Place in the 28th legislative 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 263 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
district. I've been looking at the proposed redistricting maps and one part of the Democrat 
plan I have concerns with: the district boundaries are set all the way up to Point Defiance and 
Ruston. As a resident of the City of University Place, I believe that cities such as UP, Lakewood 
and DuPont have both much in common and vastly different problems than the far more 
metropolitan City of Tacoma. Tacoma has, for ten years, been represented very well by two 
districts and I believe that system should be preserved as best as is possible.       My second 
problem with the map has to do with military concerns. the 28th has been known as the 
south sound's military district. Because of the location of Joint Base Lewis-McChord, many 
active duty military live in the surrounding cities. The 28th district united the major cities into 
one district. Under the Democratic plan, DuPont and Lakewood are split, thus dividing the 
major military populations into multiple districts. I would think it best that the major military 
cities continue to be unified in legislative representation while adding the necessary number 
of residents to the 28th district.       Attention to these issues would be greatly appreciated. 

11/21/11 Chris and Vicki 
Kimball 

  University 
Place 

    Email       To Whom it May Concern,     I just became aware of the redistricting situation (I know, I 
should pay more attention to what’s going on so I'd know these things sooner), and I feel the 
need to voice my opinion on the matter. My wife and I Live in University Place, and have for 
the last 22 years (can it have been that long?).  We are very concerned that it would be a 
mistake to merge our area with an area that does not reflect who we are. I’m sure you’ve 
seen all these bullet points before, so I’ll be brief.  1)  The Republican plan has the 28th 
Legislative District looking more like our 6th County Council district than the Democratic plan, 
which spreads the 28th across several council districts that have little in common. 2)  Adding 
more suburban and rural areas to the 28th District makes a better match. 3)  Since the 28th 
District already represents significant parts of the military and civilian personnel who work for 
the military, adding areas to the South and East that also have large populations that are 
military connected makes sense.     4)  Lakewood, University Place, Steilacoom or DuPont 
have little in common with urban, industrial Tacoma. 5)  The Democratic plan gives too much 
representation to Tacoma. 6)  The Republican plan will help keep the size of the population in 
the 28th more in line with the future growth of other districts. 7)  Republican plan then is 
smarter because it recognizes that the 28th needs to gain the most people and the 2nd needs 
to lose the most people of any other districts in the state. 8)  Pierce County's population 
growth is in southern Pierce County.  It make no sense to add areas of the 27th district to the 
28th. I hope you’ll take all these points in mind, and adopt the Republican plan. 

11/21/11 Nancy and Guy 
Knight 

  Lakewood     Email       We have been looking at the two redistricting plans for the 28th district and worry about the 
makeup of the two plans.  We think that the Republican plan is better.  We would like offer 
our opinion:     ? We have watched the political landscape for the last 40 years and have 
always seen a difference in the makeup.  ? The 27th and 29th districts have always been 
urban Tacoma districts (heavily populated) like those around Seattle.  The 28th district has 
always been more rural (less densely populated) going all the way back to the Lakes district  
That gives representation to both the urban and the rural population.  ? Expanding the 28th 
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into the 27th or the 29th defeats that representation balance.  ? The military population of 
Joint Base Lewis/McChord have more in common with the military people living in the 2nd 
district.  ? The number of people that need to be added to the 28th district would be achieved 
better by adding the increasing population of the military area.  Just a look at the traffic 
problem on I5 around the base and to the south shows that is an easy way to get the balance.  
? Adding the increasing population in the south to the 28th would prevent a future imbalance 
as the south increases and the north is basically stable.    ? We think that equal representation 
is served by the Republican plan.  ? We live in the 28th district now. 

11/21/11 Neil Delisanti   Lakewood     Email       Members of the Redistricting Commission    I strongly urge you not to include the present 
28th legislative district into the 27th during the redistricting process.   Lakewood and South 
Pierce county have worked for many years to develop political process and entities that 
work..and are successful. Bringing them into the City of Tacoma would have the voters here 
most likely overwhelmed and out-voted by the concentrated groups within the city..  I also 
feel it will make it difficult for a representative to be able to adequately represent both city 
dwellers and rural/suburban dwellers, as often the needs are quite diverse.. 

11/22/11 Cindy Baij   Lakewood     Email       My name is Cindy Baij, and I have been a resident of Lakewood for nearly 30 yrs.  I decided to 
make it my home while serving my country at McChord AFB. Because Lakewood was 
unincorporated, those of us who lived here felt we had no voice and we fought endlessly to 
be heard on local and state issues.   In 1996, Lakewood finally became a city, with our own 
voice speaking out for what we need. Lakewood is a small suburban city that it quite similar 
to University Place and Steilacoom, and very different from the city of Tacoma.  If the 
redistricting plan that includes taking part of the 27th District (Tacoma), and combining it with 
the 28th District (Lakewood, U.P., Steilacoom and Dupont) is implemented, we will once again 
be back to where we were 15 years ago – fighting just to be heard.  Frankly, we have been 
there and done that, and we have earned the right to speak for ourselves.  Historically, 
Tacoma has never spoken up for the suburban and rural areas surrounding it and we are still 
paying the price for many years without fair representation.  It is wrong to force us to go 
backwards. On the other hand, expanding the 28th District south into the 2nd District is much 
more sensible for two reasons.  First, the 2nd has more in common with the 28th.  We are 
both small town/rural with a lot of military personnel.  We share the same needs from our 
elected officials.   It is the more logical fit.  Second, the 2nd District needs to compress; the 
28th needs to grow.  That alone should be a sufficient reason.  But more to the point, there 
would be room for future growth (in contrast to the 27th District to our north), thereby 
making redistricting again in another 10 years, unnecessary.   It would be simpler.  Every 
minute that the state spends on this issue, costs the taxpayers money.  As lawmakers and 
stewards of our tax monies, it is your duty to be looking for ways to curb spending – not to 
make things more complicated. In closing,  please leave politics out of it, and do what is right 
for our communities. 

11/22/11 Don Russell         Email       I own shoreline property on American Lake and reside in the City of Lakewood.  I urge you to 
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extend the 28th district boundaries to the south into Roy and McKenna and include most of 
the area surrounding Joint Base Lewis-McChord and east toward Graham.  The citizens 
owning property, living and working in these areas have communal interests in common. 
These interests and concerns are significantly different than those of citizens living to the 
north in fully built out and developed Tacoma.  It makes little sense to lump these two 
disparate groups of citizens together into an expanded 28th Legislative District. Thank you for 
the opportunity to express my preference. 

11/22/11 J. Paul 
Wagemann 

  Lakewood     Email       My observation of the data indicates that Pierce County's population growth is in southern 
Pierce County.  It make no sense to me  to add areas of the 27th  district to the 28th, because 
both districts need to grow. Removing the northern portion of the 28th allows the citizens in 
Tacoma to be and remain unified. Putting some of the 2nd district into the 28th will keep 
these two districts more equalized and more representative of the citizens in those separate 
and distinct communities. Thank you for considering my thoughts. Thank you for your efforts 
to complete this valuable service for the citizens of our state.         

11/22/11 Ronald & Sheri 
Van Dusen 

  Lakewood     Email       We live in the 28th District and we understand that you are considering combining our district 
with areas in Tacoma.  We are against this idea, as those of us in the 28th district, which is 
primarily suburban and rural areas, do not share the same issues and concerns as people 
living in the city do.  We are asking that the 28th district is combined with areas south of us, 
the military, rural, and farm areas, as we share the same values and have much more in 
common with these communities. Thank you for your consideration, 

11/22/11           Letter       Click to view document: Campbell's Law 

11/22/11 J. Paul 
Wagemann 

  Lakewood   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

3     He sent a letter yesterday with comments and was wondering if it had been received.  

11/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

4     Just waiting semi-patiently for you to get to eastern Washington. Concerned eastern 
Washington will be rushed through. It will be difficult for four commissioners without 
significant on-the-ground experience in eastern Washington to make thoughtful decisions 
quickly, they will have to rely on data without adequate context for interpretation. 

11/22/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     Douglas County is also waiting for the Commission to reach eastern Washington. 

11/22/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 1     I am one of the third-party-plan presenters.  And I'm hoping to encourage a stronger look at 
maintaining a strong voice for independent voters, and -- But for starters, I would really want 
to thank you for trying to have a -- or working to have an interactive meeting like this.  I know 
it's difficult, and there's a lot of kinks in the system.  But I assume eventually we'll probably 
have holograms here and we'll be able to see everybody virtually.  But I think it's a step in the 
right direction of where technology is moving in our society, and I thank you for having this 
meeting in this format. I stumbled upon a really interesting adage in doing some of my 
research, and it's called Campbell's Law.  And I couldn't resist not sharing this with the 
Commission because I think this is very applicable to some of the deliberations this 
Commission is working. It's an adage. The law is essentially this:  "The more any" -- "any 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0044.pdf
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quantitative study" -- so -- excuse me.  (As read) "The more any quantitative social indicator is 
used for social decision-making, the more subject it will be to corrupt pressures and the more 
apt it will be to distort and corrupt the social process it is intended to monitor." This was 
created by McDonald T. Campbell, a social scientist, in 1976.  And it's -- it's an adage that has 
been applied mostly to -- so far to high-stakes academic testing for students and applied to 
people trying to segregate different communities and -- and create different tests for 
different people.  But I think it also applies to some of the dangers and pitfalls that districting 
has in the state of Washington. I think in quantum physics there's this idea that if you -- the 
moment you try to measure something, you're changing what you were trying to measure; 
you're changing the very thing that you are attempting to affect and protect.  And I think that 
is -- and some of the deliberations and some of your statements about protecting -- 
measuring specific groups or measuring specific levels of partisanship, I think that is really a 
danger here in the state of Washington. So I just want to share Campbell's Law.  I'll give it to 
you, copies of that. And I also encourage you again to bring these discussions to the -- bring 
your discussions of districts to the open public record.  

11/22/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 2      You'll probably have had about 30 hearings when this is all over; yet there will be no on -- 
there will be no evidence of an actual discussion on the public record of what is really 
determining these districts. And in a time when Congress is extremely gridlocked, the day 
after our supercommittee in Congress to get rid of the deficit dissolved in gridlock, I think 
right now people need to see how talented, intelligent public officials, leaders, can sit down 
and have a reasonable discussion and show us the work, show us the toil it takes to come to 
tough decisions.  I mean, this isn't easy.  None of this districting has been easy.  But I think 
that you have a really great opportunity to really set this principle of transparency and open 
discussions in the state of Washington into the future. And so again, thank you for this 
opportunity to present these ideas, and good luck in your continued work. 

11/22/11 Roy Broman         Email       28th district re-alignment  The current 28th district is a combined suburban and rural district 
including some unincorporated areas.  It also extends into Joint Base Lewis-McCord.  With an 
existing significant military and associated civilian population, it is logical to extend the district 
both south and east to include populations that are associated with the military base.  
Realignment to balance populations between districts will be easier to achieve by extending 
south and east rather than to the north.  Furthermore, extending to the north would result in 
a larger part of Tacoma coming into the district.  It is obvious that Tacoma has little in 
common with University Place, Lakewood, Steilacoom or Dupont except geographic 
proximity. 

11/22/11 Stephen Neufeld         Email       Dear Re-districting committee,     It has recently come to my attention that the 28th District is 
expanding due to population adjustments.     In this case, including the areas around JBLM, 
such as Roy and McKenna, etc. makes the most sense since the existing 28th district also 
includes significant areas which are directly and indirectly impacted by the presence of the 
base, like Roy, McKenna and the surrounding communities. The suburban populations of 
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these communities are also not metropolitan in nature.     Further, future growth in these 
new areas would allow for a natural population adjustment to occur within the boundaries of 
the 28th District without having to re-district again in the future.     Just to be clear, the 28th 
District has very little in common with the city of Tacoma and it would be a pathetic disservice 
to those who have chosen not to live in Tacoma to be somehow included in Tacoma's 
representation. 

11/22/11 Neil Wissing         Email       Dear Commission Members, I've familiarized myself with the two plans on the table for 
consideration regarding the need to add 20,000 individuals to the 28th District, and I also 
reviewed the maps provided byThe News Tribune.  I took time to discuss these proposals with 
several individuals throughout the District.  Across the board, our opinion is that the 
Democrat  proposal is totally unacceptable.  The end result of it is to sweep a large block of 
Tacoma's 27th District into the 28th.  To our way of thinking, this is exactly the opposite of 
what should occur!  You are all obviously aware that the existing 28th is largely comprised of 
the suburban cities of Lakewood, Fircrest , University Place, Steilacom, DuPont,  plus 
Anderson Island.    These entities have absolutely nothing in common with Northwest Tacoma 
, and we certainly have no interest in becoming an additional element of Tacoma for 
legislative representation purposes. Additionally, we are heavily melded with Joint Base 
Lewis-McCord, and Camp Murray.  These relationships have been developed over the years, 
are solid, and should be further enhanced for everyone's benefit. It is also noteworthy that 
the chunk of Northwest Tacoma is essentially stagnant in population growth. Adding this 
northern sector to the existing 28th would stifle our population expansion in the future, and 
likely ensure another mandatory restructuring in subsequent redisttictings. From every point 
of view, the alternative proposal which would halt Northern expansion of the 28th at Highway 
16, and pick up the 20,000 mandated increment from the rapid growth areas to the South in 
the 2nd legislative district.  That concept would mean adding Roy, McKenna, and an area East 
of  there to the 28th.  It seems logical  to provide considerable commonality by settling on this 
approach. Based on the above factors, I strongly urge the Redistricting Commission to adopt 
the Republican plan rather than seeking to make the Tacoma legislative districts more 
powerful than they are already.  Please do not endorse the Democrat plan to essentially turn 
the existing 28th District upside down!  Thank you for your consideration 

11/22/11 Michael Dickover   Anderson 
Island 

    Email       Personally, I do not want to be included in the heavily populated area which includes Tacoma. 
We are, and always have been a rural area and I wish to remain with the rural areas of this 
28th district. 

11/22/11 Lawrence Gratton         Email     28 Dear Members of the Redistricting Commission;  Thank You for taking the time to 
acknowledge and read my concerns concerning redistricting the 28th Legislative District. The 
28th district has always been a more suburban and rural district, that includes parts of 
unincorporated Pierce County like Anderson Island, Camp Murray and Joint Base Lewis-
McChord.  Adding more suburban and rural areas to the 28th District would make a better 
match. Since the 28th District already represents significant parts of the military and civilian 
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personnel who work for the military, adding areas to the south and east that also have large 
populations that are military connected makes sense. My recommendation would be for you 
keep the 27th and 29th Districts as Tacoma's legislative districts.  The Democratic plan gives 
too much representation to Tacoma and diminishes the importance of the suburban cities 
and rural areas of the current 28th district.  Lakewood, University Place, Steilacoom or 
DuPont have little in common with urban, industrial Tacoma. Our 28th district is mainly made 
up of individually incorporated cities and we do not want to be lost in mess of downtown 
Tacoma politics and their unique urban problems. We have much more in common with the 
fast growing areas to the south in the 2nd Legislative District. The Republican plan will help 
keep the size of the population in the 28th more in line with the future growth of other 
districts.  The 28th needs to add over 20,000 people, which is the most of any district in the 
state.  Adding the areas of Roy, McKenna and areas to the east of there make sense because 
these areas will grow, adding new population during the next ten years.  That would mean 
our district's population wouldn't lag behind other districts, thus not requiring big additions of 
territory/people next time redistricting occurs. The Areas north of the 28th that the Democrat 
plan would add, would create the same problem in ten years.  The 28th will have too few 
citizens.  The reason is that the democrat proposed areas in the 27th district will not grow 
much in the future, leading to the same problems of too few people relative to other districts 
like the 2nd district.  Also by adding some of the future growth areas in the 2nd District to the 
28th district, this will keep the 2nd district from having such a huge amount of people -- much 
more than the average legislative district. The Republican plan appears to me to be smarter 
than the Democrats’ plan because it recognizes that the 28th needs to gain the more people 
and the 2nd needs to lose the most people of any other districts in the state.  It makes sense 
not only now, but to keep these two districts more equal in population during the next 
decade. Again, Thank you for your time and consideration of these recommendations! 

11/22/11 Anderson Island 
Resident 

  Anderson 
Island 

    Email     28 Please keep the rural areas of Pierce County, including Anderson Island, separate in the 28th 
district, from Tacoma and all its politics and urban problems. 

11/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 1     Just waiting semi-patiently for you to get to eastern WA. Concerned eastern WA will we be 
rushed through.  It will be difficult for 4 commissioners without significant on the ground 
experience in eastern WA to make thoughtful decisions quickly, they will have to rely on data 
without adequate context for interpretation. 

11/22/11 J. Paul 
Wagemann 

  Lakewood   Olympia Webcast 2     I sent a letter yesterday with my comments I would like to confirm that it has been received. 
Thank you. 

11/22/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 3     Amanda Taub, GISP - Douglas County is also waiting for the Commission to reach eastern 
Washington. 

11/22/11 Bruce M. Beatty   University 
Place 

    Email       Dear Committee:   I am opposed to moving the 28th District North of Fircrest and University 
Place because: 
1.  Residents of UP, Fircrest, Lakewood, Spanaway, Dupont consist of many retired and active 
duty military personnel and have a commonality with JBLM. 
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2.  JBLM is the hub of this District and future growth is to the South of University Place and 
Fircrest thus adding to this commonality. 
3.  Rresidents of the 28th have very little familiarity with the issues involving a large city like 
Tacoma.  Tacoma residents have fought hard for what they have achieved in their District and 
would only be impactd negatively by adding a large block of illinformed residents to their 
voting block. 
4.  One of the larger issues that would face residents should they be moved out of the current 
28th District would be lack of familiarity with issues involving the Port of Tacoma.  This is a 
competitive port.  Should individuals that have had no voting issues in the past involving the 
Port make illinformed decisions affecting the Port for future decades?  They are better 
informed of the issues involving the already developed and developing areas around JBLM.   I 
hope you consider my assessment.  Please allow the District to grow in a Southward direction. 

11/22/11 Ronald Wilson   Graham     Email       It is my belief that  the 28th district should be kept towards the area south of Tacoma and not 
to the north. The 28th should center more to the rural and suburban  areas and including the 
joint base area and the concerns thereof. The citizens to the south should not have their 
issues diluted by a completely different set of issues of areas to the north. Please keep the 
28th centered on a area of like issues. Thank you 

11/22/11 Donald T & Leslie 
Watts 

        Email       We don't want to be lost in mess of downtown Tacoma politics.  The Republican plan will help 
keep the size of the population in the 28th more in line with the future growth of other 
districts.  The 28th needs to add over 20,000 people, which is the most of any district in the 
state.  Adding the areas of Roy, McKenna and areas to the east of there would add population 
over time during the next ten years so that it wouldn't need to add big additions of territory 
necessary this time in redistricting. 

11/24/11           SM   8 5 it is very peculiar that the city of sammamish would be split in half and not grouped with 
more developing suburbs but be mixed with very rural areas 

11/28/11 Jerome Hull   University 
Place 

    Email       I urge the commission to re-map the 28th District from the Democrat plan which includes 
areas north of SR-16 to areas south of its current border.  Not only does this plan make sense 
for continuity of the existing population mix to remain suburban or rural.  Who in his right 
mind would lump some of the 28th District in with Tacoma political messes?!  Additionally, 
with a northern boundary as proposed, there is very limited growth potential whereas by 
leaving the northern boundary at SR-16 and adding rural areas to the 28th District in the 
south, redistricting in the year 2020 would cause less stretching of common sense.  I urge you 
to thoughtfully consider adding some of the 2nd District to the 28th.  It is only logical and 
makes so much common sense!  Would you not agree? 

11/28/11 Elaine Phelps 33rd LD WSDCC State 
Committee Woman 

Shoreline     Email     32 The Ceis-Foster October 14, 2011 map for the new 32nd LD should be made compliant with: 
RCW 44.05.090 Redistricting plan. 
2(a) District lines should be drawn so as to coincide with the boundaries of local political 
subdivisions and areas recognized as communities of interest. The number of counties and 
municipalities divided among more than one district should be as small as possible;  The new 
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32nd LD does not comply with this provision in at least two ways that are of immediate 
concern to us: 
(1)  The plan unreasonably splits the City of Shoreline between the proposed 32nd and 46th 
districts.  This harms the political cohesiveness, cross-fertilization and mutual support of 
political activists in Shoreline and the potential for concerted political action and 
consequently political success.  In sum, it politically handicaps Shoreline citizens in both the 
32nd and the 46th. 
(2) The plan incorporates a tiny corner of NW Seattle into the new 32nd, in which the 
residents of Seattle would be politically a very small minority. Their urban interests would 
either not be adequately addressed by the LD organizations whose majorities would have 
suburban concerns, or the legitimate concerns of this small number would consume 
disproportionate time and effort of the 32LD organizations because of the complexity of the 
issues that face Seattle, the largest urban center in the state.  Either way, this would be 
extremely unfair.  Thank you for undertaking this immeasurably difficult task, and I hope you 
will try to remedy these inequities. 

11/28/11 Harriet Spanel   Bellingham     Email       At the November meeting the Senate team said they had been working on the NW corner of 
the state. Do you have agreement on where the 40th District lines are?  If so, a map? 

11/28/11 Harriet Spanel   Bellingham     Email       When I asked for a map in my previous email, I mean one that would show street names, 
especially in Bellingham. 

11/29/11 Doug Roulstone       Olympia Testimony 1     Doug Roulstone, from Snohomish County, citizen. Given the challenge that you're having with 
developing these legislative district plans, and given fact that the legislature is now in session 
and incumbents are prevented from campaigning and raising funds and such and conducting 
campaign operations while they're in session, and given the challengers to these incumbents 
aren't so encumbered and so they have an undue advantage over the incumbents that are in 
session now, and given the fact that it might be a good idea to look at something fresh, I 
recommend that the Commission consider focusing on the congressional redistricting plan. All 
the congressional candidates desire to have their districts clearly defined.  And fund-raising is 
much more difficult for congressional candidates, particularly if they don't know what their 
district lines are.  Also, congressional candidates have to raise normally considerably more 
funds than do legislative candidates. And it just so seems that, given that there seems to be 
somewhat of a stalemate here, that maybe looking at things fresh and taking the approach 
maybe that you did with the with legislative plans and coming up with one Republican plan 
and one Democrat plan and then working those plans, that maybe the congressional district 
plans will happen faster.  And they still have to happen by 1 January. So my recommendation, 
given watching this process and -- it seems to be kind of stalled.  I'm a Navy pilot, so, you 
know, we don't like stalls; they lead to crashes.  So I recommend that the Commission would 
consider going to the congressional plans, and maybe they can get them through, and having 
solved that problem, maybe the legislative district plans would come a little bit faster. Thank 
you. 
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11/29/11 Judy Janes   Lynnwood     SM   1 1 In the Celis/Foster plan, regarding the 1st Legislative district, could you use Filbert Road as a  

boundary on the north rather than cutting off at 405.  Filbert Road is already somewhat of a 
dividing line now and it makes sense to leave it that way.  405 is elevated and using it as a 
boundary could cause confusion while Filbert Road is ground level and is less confusing.  
Thank you for your consideration. 

11/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 1     You mean the only reasons they met was to discuss how much they are meeting? 
11/29/11 Roger Burton   Bothell     SM   1 1 Dear Commissioners,   I am a resident of the 1st Legislative District. I believe that any 

redistricting effort should attempt to keep communities together. As such, I think that we 
should make every attempt to keep the communities of Bothell, Brier, and Mountlake Terrace 
together. We should not split Mountlake Terrace between districts. While I-5 may be a 
convenient physical dividing line, it does not truly divide the community of Mountlake 
Terrace, and as such, should not be used to draw the legislative boundaries. We should do the 
same for the City of Bothell, incorporating the whole of the city, including the potential 
annexation areas surrounding it, in any legislative district proposal. The three-city area 
including Bothell, Brier, and Mountlake Terrace has been the foundation of the 1st LD for 
many years. These cities belong to the same community. To make up the rest of the district, 
adding in Kenmore, with its ties to Bothell and Brier through Bothell Way and the north-south 
roads of Brier Road and Locust, is a logical move. The boundaries north and east of Bothell 
can then be adjusted to settle on the final district boundaries.  Respectfully,  Roger Burton 

11/30/11 Rosemary Fitzer         Email       I live in Gold Bar.  I am against redistricting. 
11/30/11 J.Keith Bankston   Bothell     SM   1 1 I feel it is important to keep communities together. This is particularly true in the 1st 

Legislative District, which has for many years been the communities of Brier, Bothell, and 
Mountlake Terrace.This includes all of Bothell, specifically the new annexations that are 
planned to be incorporated.  These communities can, and should be kept together in the 1st 
LD. Changes to the borders should prioritize keeping these communities at the core of the 1st 
LD. The proposed changes that would move the district borders further east result in 
incoporation of only portions of other communities, break up Mountlake Terrace, and change 
the structure of the 1st LD along no clear lines. Thank you for your consideration of this. 

12/1/11 Frances Sylvester   Monroe     SM   2 39 We live in Monroe and we live in Western Washington - not Eastern Washington.  We do not 
want to be part of Eastern Wa redistricting.  Monroe has enough problems  getting funding 
for roads and being redistricted to Eastern WA will make it even  worse.  Estern WA has 
different concerns than Western WA. 

12/2/11 Philip Morley, 
Administrator 

County, Jefferson Jefferson 
County 

    Email       Jefferson County is adjusting its County Commissioner District boundaries to equalize 
population from the 2010 Census.  To generate more logical and equal county commissioner 
districts, is it possible for to divide a census block?  Some census blocks are quite large in size 
or population, making logical boundaries difficult.  Being able to divide these would facilitate 
redistricting. I saw a note on page 24 of the Secretary of State’s Guide to Redistricting that 
states that census blocks must be kept whole, but I do not see any statute or WAC that 
requires this. Would you please confirm if dividing a census block for redistricting is possible, 
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and if not, the citation for the regulation that prohibits this? 

12/2/11 Craig Dougherty   Kent     Email       Gentlemen,     Put Tukwila in the 11th.  Draw back the 11th Line to at least the city Limits of 
Renton/Kent leaving the annexation by Kent in the 33rd.  Fracturing/splitting Kent, the 6th 
largest city in State,  with 3 Districts north / south is problematic to say the least at the 
legislative level.      Put SeaTac in the 34th  along with the few Burien Precincts that now are 
included in the 33rd.       Reassemble the 33/31/47th accordingly.       Congressional District 
Evaluation suggestion by the gentleman from Snohomish in the 29 November meeting bears 
merit and consideration.  Perhaps, not unlike the Rabbit, you are too close to the hole to see 
it clearly at the moment?        Moreover, the meeting of the 29th is not what you want to see 
a repeat of on the 6th of December 2011.     Thank you for your consideration 

12/2/11 Ramiro 
Valderrama 

City of Sammamish Sammamish     SM       Gentlemen,   Put Tukwila in the 11th.  Draw back the 11th Line to at least the city Limits of 
Renton/Kent leaving the annexation by Kent in the 33rd.  Fracturing/splitting Kent, the 6th 
largest city in State,  with 3 Districts north / south is problematic to say the least at the 
legislative level.  Put SeaTac in the 34th  along with the few Burien Precincts that now are 
included in the 33rd.   Reassemble the 33/31/47th accordingly.   Congressional District 
Evaluation suggestion by the gentleman from Snohomish in the 29 November meeting bears 
merit and consideration.  Perhaps, not unlike the Rabbit, you are too close to the hole to see 
it clearly at the moment? Moreover, the meeting of the 29th is not what you want to see a 
repeat of on the 6th of December 2011.   Thank you for your consideration 

12/3/11 Philip Bradford   Tacoma     SM   8 25 ...moving Midland W. of Portland Ave. into the 29th reflects the current 21st cent. racial and 
economic diversity of the neighborhood. Summit is much more insular and culturally aligned 
with the Puyallup area. Most of Midland is a great mix of agricultual heritage and Tacoma 
business...and is a better fit with the 29th. 

12/5/11 Jamie Perry City of Kent Kent     SM   9 47 As the Commission nears completion of its task to redraw Washington’s Congressional and 
Legislative District boundaries, on behalf of the City of Kent, we would like to again convey 
our community’s interest in the redistricting process.   When the city wrote last July, the 
current maps had not been released, so the comments were more general in nature.     Dean 
Foster’s proposed congressional map  Our much preferred congressional map is the one 
proposed by Commissioner Dean Foster. We believe that it best accomplished the 
commission’s goal to “Make sure that, to the extent possible, boundaries of cities, counties, 
neighborhoods and communities that have common interests are respected, and their 
division minimized.” To that end, the proposed map accomplished both of our objectives 
which were discussed in the letter sent to the commission in July. They were to 1) keep all of 
Kent in a single district and 2) align common interests and goals into one district by not 
including Kent in a congressional district with parts of Seattle.     Sen. Gorton’s proposed 
congressional map  Our least preferred option is Sen. Gorton’s proposed map. It 
accomplished neither of our two objectives listed above. Kent currently enjoys representation 
by two US Representatives in both the 8th and 9th Congressional Districts.  While we have 
been served well by this arrangement, three of the four maps being considered include Kent 
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in its entirety within one district.  This is a much preferred outcome to the fourth map 
proposed by Sen. Gorton which splits only the southeast portion of our city into another 
district. We have found in past years that members of Congress are more likely to provide 
stronger representation to areas where they have a significant vested interest.     Tim Ceis and 
Tom Huff’s proposed congressional maps   We are concerned about the maps proposed by 
Commissioners Huff and Ceis. While they include all of Kent in one district, they also put Kent 
into a congressional district with parts of South Seattle.  

12/5/11 Jamie Perry City of Kent Kent     SM   9 47 On issues such as transportation, public safety, economic development, fiscal policy, and 
infrastructure investment there are distinct and significant differences, perspectives and 
approaches between Kent and Seattle. These differences need to be respected and 
maintained. We urge that these very different jurisdictions not be lumped into one 
congressional district.   Legislative Districts  Kent is currently served by both the 33rd and 47th 
Legislative Districts.  Like with our Congressional delegation, Kent has been well-served by our 
Senators and Representatives in these two districts.   Again, our preference is to see Kent’s 
population spread as evenly as possible across the two districts, and not leaving a smaller 
portion of our population served by another district.  That is why we prefer the proposed map 
by Commissioners Ceis and Foster over the alternative proposed by Commissioners Gorton 
and Huff.    Thank you and the members of the Commission for taking on this challenging and 
important work.  We recognize adjustments to current boundaries are unavoidable.  Our 
primary desire is to ensure that Kent’s boundaries and common interests are respected, and 
their division minimized.    I appreciate your consideration, and look forward to the seeing the 
outcome of your efforts.  

12/5/11 Philip Bradford   Tacoma     SM   8 25 On issues such as transportation, public safety, economic development, fiscal policy, and 
infrastructure investment there are distinct and significant differences, perspectives and 
approaches between Kent and Seattle. These differences need to be respected and 
maintained. We urge that these very different jurisdictions not be lumped into one 
congressional district. Legislative Districts  Kent is currently served by both the 33rd and 47th 
Legislative Districts.  Like with our Congressional delegation, Kent has been well-served by our 
Senators and Representatives in these two districts. Again, our preference is to see Kent’s 
population spread as evenly as possible across the two districts, and not leaving a smaller 
portion of our population served by another district.  That is why we prefer the proposed map 
by Commissioners Ceis and Foster over the alternative proposed by Commissioners Gorton 
and Huff.  Thank you and the members of the Commission for taking on this challenging and 
important work.  We recognize adjustments to current boundaries are unavoidable.  Our 
primary desire is to ensure that Kent’s boundaries and common interests are respected, and 
their division minimized.  I appreciate your consideration, and look forward to the seeing the 
outcome of your efforts.  

12/6/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 1     Madam Chair, Commissioners, thank you for this opportunity to comment.And since last 
week's comment about impasse I've been wondering about what it is that is making this so 
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hard to do and why is it taking so long to get through the first section of your districting plans 
and not --and why is -- why is it dragging on. And it's fairly apparent to me that it is – what is 
causing these -- these bottlenecks, these conflicts, is that your focusing on doing what you're 
– doing what you're not supposed to do, basically, and that's protecting incumbents, 
protecting political parties, and focusing on creating some token districts that would be 
minority-majority districts. I think that what has been asked of you by the legislature is to -- is 
more of an administrative task, that just to create a plan instead of a -- a political- design task.  
You're not here to design our – redesign out state but just administratively redistrict what 
we're supposed to do with what we're supposed to have and be constitutional. 

12/6/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 1     Sue Lani Madsen, Edwall   Not really sure that moving from an "impasse" to " a few 
bottlenecks" is enough progress. As first speaker stated, this would not be so hard if the 
committee focused on actual physical and economic communities of interest and ignored all 
politics including incumbency. Eastern WA is still waiting. 

12/6/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 1     Sue Lani Madsen, Edwall     Not really sure that moving from an "impasse" to " a few 
bottlenecks" is enough progress. As first speaker stated, this would not be so hard if the 
committee focused on actual physical and economic communities of interest and ignored all 
politics including incumbency. Eastern WA is still waiting. 

12/6/11 Mary Ferguson-
Pierce 

  Monroe     Email       I would like to voice my opinion about redistricting Monroe with Eastern Washington.  I 
STRONGLY DISAGREE that we belong with Eastern Washington.  We have NOTHING in 
common with them and EVERYTHING in common with Snohomish County.  We have been 
very happy with Mr. Rick Larsen and Mr. Jay Inslee and how they have represented us 
throughout the years.  This appears to be just another way for the Republican Party to try and 
take control.  I  do not appreciate their antics.  They have made the mess this country is in 
now and are still trying to take care of their RICH FRIENDS.        PLEASE LEAVE US WITH 
WESTERN WASHINGTON WHERE WE BELONG!!! 

12/8/11 Ramiro 
Valderrama 

City of Sammamish Sammamish     Email       Following up on my earlier messages I and other Council members in Sammamish wanted to 
follow up with you and reiterate our interest in keeping Sammamish whole in one district in 
the redistricting plans -as stated as the objectives of the Commission.  In addition to the other 
representatives who have written the Commission on behalf of Sammamish I met with Rep 
Larry Springer yesterday who also supports Sammamish being in one district.  I understand 
the redistricting exercise is coming to a close soon and would appreciate being kept abreast 
of how it proceeds. 

12/8/11 Ramiro 
Valderrama 

City of Sammamish Sammamish     Email       Following up on my earlier messages I and other Council members in Sammamish wanted to 
follow up with you and reiterate our interest in keeping Sammamish whole in one district in 
the redistricting plans -as stated as the objectives of the Commission.  In addition to the other 
representatives who have written the Commission on behalf of Sammamish I met with Rep 
Larry Springer yesterday who also supports Sammamish being in one district.  I understand 
the redistricting exercise is coming to a close soon and would appreciate being kept abreast 
of how it proceeds. 
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12/8/11 Dean Ruud Self Employeed Sprague     SM   5 7 I live in Sprague, WA.  I can not support the proposed change that places any part of Lincoln 

County in the 13th LD.  We are not part of the Basin economy.  Rather vast majority of our 
political and economic ties are bound to the Spokane Region - we do not see our economics 
nor politics are represented by the issues in the Columbia Basin.  Keep all of Lincoln County in 
the 7th LD.   A district that runs from the Yakima Vally to the East Side of Lincoln County 
would be a logistical nightmare for constituents. (Are these guys out of their ever loving 
minds.)    Re: Congressional Districts.  Any proposal that keeps 'all' of Lincoln County in the 
5th CD is acceptable.  Tom Huff's Proposal is completely unacceptable.  (Frankly he has to be 
Bat S__t crazy to make the proposals he has.  His proposal do not appear rational or 
connected.)  Slade Gorton's proposal is the most rational followed by Foster, then Ceis.  Huff 
is an idiot - clearly doesn't know the first thing about the East side of the State (who let that 
guy get on the redistricting committee?). 

12/13/11 Dwayne Berg   Marysville   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

2     Why is this taking so long?  The last commission was . . . more productive." CHAIRWOMAN 
POWELL:  I think I've heard you say it's pretty much the same, similar pace. COMM. FOSTER:  I 
think it -- it's about the same. COMM. FOSTER:  Remember, last Commission actually was 
criticized, but we -- that was right in the middle of 9/11, and that slowed us down quite a bit.  
But remembering ten years ago and 9/11 and how people were -- were reacting to things, it 
slowed down. I think we were supposed to have some maps ready about then, so it did slow 
it down. 

12/13/11 J. Paul 
Wagemann 

  Lakewood   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

3     Will there be time to comment on the final draft and presentation to the Legislature? The two 
draft plans for the 28th appear to be very far apart.  As I have commented before including 
Tacoma in the 28th does not make sense to me for a multitude of reasons.  These include 
breaking up individual cities that have been chosen to break away from Tacoma. It also gives 
Tacoma additional representation while diluting the representation of outlying communities. 
It would be helpful to have time to comment on the final draft.  I appreciate the committees 
service to our state.  Thank you for your work. 

12/13/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 1     I live in Vancouver. And I just would like to say that as part of the public I'm feeling rather out 
of the loop with respect to this whole process.  And I'm here today specifically to request that 
once any information is available, and specifically some kind of an electronic listing of blocks 
for these plans, I would appreciate it if the public also be given that as soon as -- as soon as 
it's  32 possible.  I think the commissioners are aware that I played a role in the error-checking 
in this process, too, and my intention is to participate in that part of this if I'll be allowed to do 
it. Thank you. 

12/13/11 Dwayne Berg   Marysville   Olympia Webcast 1     Why is this taking so long? The last commission was much more productive. 
12/13/11 J. Paul 

Wagemann 
  Lakewood   Olympia Webcast 2     Will there be time to comment on final draft and presentation to Legislature? The two draft 

plans for the 28th appear to be very far apart. As I have commented before including Tacoma 
in the 28th does not make sense to me for a multitude of reasons. These include breaking up 
individual cities that have chosen to break away from Tacoma. It also gives Tacoma additional 
representation while diluting the representation of outlying communities. It would be helpful 
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to have time to comment on the final draft. I appreciate the committees service to our state. 
Thank you for your work. 

12/13/11 Barney Larson   Spokane     Email       How are you?  I was wondering have you read my email letter?  I want to say that the City of 
Spokane should not be put into another rural district. The people of Spokane have real urban 
problems and our rural centered representatives have no interest in helping us solve  our 
urban problems.  You can help us. 

12/15/11 Peter Bonyun   Port 
Townsend 

    SM   6 24 I strongly recommend NOT changing the boundaries of the 24th Legislative district. None of 
the plans presented takes into consideration the logical relationships that currently exist and 
that would be severely altered. Geographical areas ought not be separated artificially. Leave 
well enough alone. 

12/16/11 John Milem         Letter       Click to view document "Comments on Attachment A" 

12/16/11 Robert Rodriguez       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

1     I heard that there are several comments to put Mill Creek in the same district as Bothell. I see 
this plan keeps it in the 44th. What was the reasoning, as Mill Creek shares the same 
community interests as Bothell. Most of my neighbors I have spoken to want to be in the 
same district as Bothell rather than stay in the 44th? How is this plan, then recognizing 
communities of interest? 

12/16/11 Sharon Woods   Marysville   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     Commissioners. First let me expression my thanks for your work on this very important effort. 
I can only image how challenging it has been to put these maps together. With that said, I do 
not understand why Marysville has been split up the way it was. It makes no sense. Why can't 
the areas being placed in the 39th be put in the 38th and the 44th? The areas being put in the 
39th are so small, to me it seems most logical to put Marysville in as few districts as possible. I 
read testimony from even our" -- "from even our City to that effect. I am very confused 

12/16/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 2     I live in Vancouver, and I'm an advocate for redistricting in the public interest. I would like to 
make one comment about what you've shown us today, and that is that it's a history of 
redistricting. Redistricting is about getting ready for the future, and the history of redistricting 
is that we always manage to drag the -- drag history into the future in ways that are 
unnecessary. It's been at least 30 years, maybe 40 or 50, since it's been necessary to divide 
Grays Harbor County. It used to be too big to be a district. It hasn't been that for decades. But 
we don't seem to get to the place where we recognize that that is a community that should 
be entitled to -- to representation within a single district, and I just regret seeing that. Today I 
want to comment about the draft of Attachment A that was furnished on Tuesday. I 
commend the draftsmen of Attachment A for providing a more sensible solution to the 
correction of errors and omissions in redistricting plans than the previously used Section 4. In 
a recent conversation with Vicky Dalton, I was interested in her observation to the effect that 
the current proposal is a huge improvement over the prior language. That being said, I have 
several problems with the draft. First, I would like to observe that we do have a difference of 
opinion regarding the population standard to be satisfied in redistricting. If the Commission's 
apparent interpretation of the population standard is the correct one, I am puzzled that 
population, in the current draft of Attachment A, is relegated to a relatively limited role in 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0080.pdf
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resolving errors and omissions. My original proposal, furnished to the Commission on 
November 8th, was rather convoluted because I made an effort to protect the stringent 
interpretation of the population standard which I understand the Commission holds. As you 
know, my interpretation is different from yours. The correction of errors and omissions is far 
less likely to violate my understanding of the population standard than it is yours. I believe 
there is some inconsistency between your professed population standard and limited role 
allowed in population in the errors-and-omissions-correction provision of Attachment A. 
Second, as I proposed in my draft of November 8th, I believe the first resort in correcting 
errors and omissions should be to use precinct boundaries. 

12/16/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 3     I applaud the focus on county and municipal boundaries in Attachment A. However, I'd like to 
point out that since precincts do not cross county or municipal boundaries, the use of 
precincts as the primary error-and-omission correction factor protects across -- protects 
against crossing either a county boundary or a municipal boundary. The application of the 
provisions of Attachment A as written may have the result of either requiring the creation of 
new precincts for areas assigned pursuant to the proposed Attachment A or complicating 
election administration, because even though the assignment determined through 
Attachment A will keep the assigned territory within its county and municipality, if any, it is 
entirely possible that the boundary eliminated by the addition of the misassigned or 
unassigned territory may actually be the boundary of some other kind of governmental 
entity, such as, for example, a school district. There are several counties in the state in which 
no precinct crosses a school district boundary. In many other counties, school district 
boundaries are generally, though not exclusively, used as precinct boundaries. It may be that 
the assignment required by Attachment A may cause the assignment of territory across the 
boundary of some other governmental entity. Using precinct boundaries as the first factor in 
correction of errors and omissions will significantly reduce the risk of this happening. Third, I 
see dealing with uninhabited water areas differently from uninhabited land areas to 
represent a failure to deal completely with the contiguity problems resulting from erroneous 
assignment of uninhabited areas. If an uninhabited area separates areas assigned to a district, 
thereby rendering the district noncontiguous, I see no reason why it should be handled one 
way if it's water and a different way if it's land. The problem seems to me to be the same in 
both cases. The uninhabited territory should be reassigned to the noncontiguous district to 
assure it's contiguity. Fourth, I am uncertain as to whether there is a difference in effect 
between my preferred language on boundary length and the language of Attachment A. 
Attachment A directs that territory not otherwise assigned under preceding provisions of 
Attachment A be assigned based upon the longest shared boundary of the area to be 
assigned with districts eligible to receive it. My approach is to look at the effect of the 
assignment on boundary length after assignment. It is possible that the two provisions may 
lead to identical results, but I am not certain that this is the case. 

12/16/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 4     I have redrafted my proposal to remove population as a factor in the correction of errors and 
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omissions. I believe that my proposal is considerably simpler than Attachment A while at the 
same time being a more comprehensive solution to the correction of errors and omissions. 
And you have the text of that there, and I won't belabor the reading of it. Thank you. 

12/16/11 Richard May       Olympia Testimony 6     My name is Richard May. I live up in the Whatcom County area here. I'm -- I'm -- I'm quite 
surprised at the contents of some of these maps 'cause I had -- I had seen some very good 
things in some of the preliminary maps, although they were quite different from each other. 
But again with Marysville with three districts and then Mount Vernon cut down the middle 
and Bellingham cut down the middle, it's -- I had had the impression that one of the 
objectives was to try not to be cutting things down the middle. And I had heard some things 
in the early Commission meetings about how there's going to be very few divided things, but 
they seem to be all up in the neck of the woods that I've been paying most attention to. I had 
been very pleased with some of the maps I'd seen where the 39th had reunited some of the 
agricultural area of the 42nd so that those agricultural people could share a legislator who 
could look after their interests. And I had appreciated particularly the Ceis and Foster maps 
that had a little more Bellingham in there. The -- the way that this is currently cut, the 42nd, 
which has been a competitive district electing a combination of Democrats and Republicans 
for quite some time, has now been rendered a noncompetitive district by taking out seven 
precincts that are -- were predominately Democrat. And so now what you've got is this -- this 
conundrum of the community of interest of downtown Bellingham and the -- compared with 
community of interest of the rest of the rural area, which had been balanced into a 
competitive district and now is noncompetitive, which means the remaining part of 
Bellingham that has lost those seven precincts now is just -- just going to be simply at odds 
with – just not getting the -- any form of legislators that they're going to be happy with rather 
than the mix, which some would say is ideal. You know, there's -- there's an old standard, you 
know, talking about federal senators. A lot of people used to say really good if you get one of 
each because then you get a more comprehensive representation. So at this point the -- I'm 
displeased with -- with where this -- with where this puts the 42nd, which historically has -- 
has elected a combination. And I guess not much I can say on that. Thank you very much. 

12/16/11 Chad       Olympia Webcast 1     Is there a link to these maps? 
12/16/11 Robert       Olympia Webcast 2     I heard there were several comments to put Mill Creek in the same district as Bothell.  I see 

this plan keeps it in the 44th.  What was the reasoning, as Mill Creek shares the same 
community interests as Bothell.  Most of my neighbors I have spoken to want to be in the 
same district as Bothell, rather than stay in the 44th?  How is this plan, then recognizing 
communities of interest? 

12/16/11 Chad       Olympia Webcast 3     Thanks! 
12/16/11 Robert       Olympia Webcast 4     I heard there were several comments to put Mill Creek in the same district as Bothell. I see 

this plan keeps it in the 44th. What was the reasoning, as Mill Creek shares the same 
community interests as Bothell. Most of my neighbors I have spoken to want to be in the 
same district as Bothell, rather than stay in the 44th? How is this plan, then recognizing 
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communities of interest?  Thank you, Robert Rodriguez, Mill Creek 

12/16/11 Sharon Woods   Marysville   Olympia Webcast 5     Commissioners.  First let me express my thanks for your work on this very important effort.  I 
can only imagine who challenging it has been to put these maps together.  With that said, I do 
not understand why Marysville has been split up the way it was.  It makes no sense.  Why 
can't the areas being placed in the 39th be put in the 38th and 44th?  The areas being put in 
the 39th are so small, to me it seems most logical to put Marysville in as few districts as 
possible.  I read testimony from even our City to that affect.  I am very confused.  Marysville 
resident (Sharon Woods) 

12/16/11 Don Bennett   Burien     SM   7 11 Neither of these legislative plans honor "communities of interest".  Where I reside in the east 
portion of Burien, I have little comon interest with the people of Kent and yet both maps 
place me in the 33 District.  I am very disappointed. 

12/16/11           SM       Great. You have a tentative plan (questionable) that relies on peoples' ability to have internet 
and google earth. That's one way to have your plans go unchecked. Politics as usual in 
Washington. Screw the voters!!! 

12/16/11 Van Anderson   Packwood     SM   3 20 I'm concerned about the population deviations on Commissioners Ceis and Gorton's plan 
being distinctly positive, leading to almost an extra 400 people in the north-sound districts. 
Commissioners Foster and Huff are only at +37 total, but if they made their East Side + Clark 
County line at the perfect equilibrium point, the leftover King/Pierce district is going to be at -
431 population, surely not meeting the federal requirement of having districts as equal in 
population as is practicable. 

12/16/11           SM   3 20 Would it be possible to get an inset map for Longview/Kelso/Castle Rock for the the 
Foster/Huff Legislative plan posted to the Commission's website? 

12/16/11 Richard 
Champion 

  Federal Way     SM   9 30 When resolving the 2 maps, there is overlap between of the 30th and 31st LD's. I noticed 
from the comments that Senator Gorton considered the fact that Rep. Asay is former mayor 
of Milton so they added the rest of Milton to the 30th. A legislator's former constituency 
should not be a consideration when drawing Legislative Districts for the next 10 years. 
Crossing county lines, by law, should be minimized and by adding the rest of Milton and 
Pacific to the 30th it needlessly crosses the King-Pierce county for the grand total of about 
10,000 or less people. There is no need for this. IF it is strongly desired to keep Milton and 
Pacific whole, they should be put in the 31st LD and then the 31st LD should be the only King-
Pierce county. There need not be 2, when there can easily be 1.    Also, I sadly see that the 
Kelso communities in the Kelso school district, including Ostrander, Rose Valley, and Carrolls 
are again put in a seperate LD (now the 20th) from the people they go to school with (who 
are in the 19th) and have the same postal code with. They are members of the 
Longview/Kelso community and should have a say in its representation. Perhaps you could 
concede to Senator Gorton's interest in putting all of Lewis County into the 20th, while 
moving those Kelso communities into the 19th with the rest of Longview/Kelso where they 
belong. 

12/16/11 Anonymous   Seattle     SM   7 46 The arm of district 46 that picks up population from Lake Forest Park and Kenmore is 
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awkward. Though I understand that you are trying to make districts with minimal splitting of 
municipalities, I think that pairing LFP with Eastern Shoreline would make a district with 
similar interests, more so than your proposed 46th. 

12/16/11 Stephen Lawton AFAB Media Services       Email       It appears that the City of Monroe will be redistricted from the more urban District 2 to a new 
district that will include much of the rural portions of the state. This is a disservice to Monroe, 
which has been trying very hard to move into the 21st Century. Yes, it would be one of the 
smaller cities in the new district, but it appears that gerrymandering will force this town into a 
Republican congressional district, just as it is in the state legislature.  Monroe should be in the 
same district as Snohomish and Everett, not in a district that goes from the Canadian border 
to Pierce and Kittitas counties.  It’s bad enough that we will have to suffer a Wal-Mart in town 
– I cannot imagine having to deal with a reactionary Republican Congressman simply to make 
a Republican district in Western Washington. 

12/16/11 Jennifer 
Robertson 

  Bellevue     Email       I am writing as an individual taxpayer and voting citizen to ask that you timely complete your 
work so that the decision of drawing the new district boundaries does not default to the 
Washington Supreme Court Justices.  To date, the process has been very open and has been 
easy for members of the public to follow.  I hope that you honor Washington’s history as a 
leader in fair redistricting process by completing this project timely and fairly.  Although I 
personally believe that more work is needed to refine the maps, this is something that your 
committee – not the supreme court – should accomplish.  Please continue to work at this 
process and deliver districts that are competitive and that keep communities together.  
Additionally, putting communities with similar interests into a district would be appropriate.  
For Bellevue, that means not putting us in a district that includes South Seattle.  Bellevue has 
more in common with Renton, Issaquah, Newcastle, Redmond, Sammamish, and even North 
Bend, Preston  or Maple Valley than we do with South Seattle, when look at through the 
lenses of community goals, infrastructure needs, inter-connectedness in transportation, 
utilities (like Cascade), major industries (like high-tech, professional services, etc.), school 
boundaries, etc.  Although we share the same “region” with S. Seattle, we are not a cohesive 
community.  The Eastside, however, is more of a cohesive community.  The Eastside should 
not be blended with the Westside into a new congressional district.  Regardless of outcome, 
this is your task and I wish you the best of luck in completing the work that we citizens have 
entrusted to you.  Happy Holidays! 

12/16/11 Becky Cox   Burien     Email       Please do not embarrass yourselves and the fine State of Washington by failing to do the job 
you were asked to do.  I carried petitions to establish the commission and I am very 
disappointed to hear that the  commission is just two political parties squabbling.   King 
County was  able to redistrict and they are bigger than some states!  The Machinists Union 
and Boeing came to a contract agreement!  Don't forget, in your partisan differences, that 
you are not chiseling something in stone, it will change again in 10 years. 

12/17/11 Sheila Hurst         Email       Earlier I had a concern on the Redistricting of two precincts (Briarwood and Valencia) to the 
47th District and asked to have my concern forwarded to Slade and Huff. I have not heard the 
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results of the December 16th Redistricting meeting and would like to know if these two 
precincts have been reallocated from the proposed 47th to the 11th or back to the 41st 
Districts. Q: Could you please let me know the current status of these two precincts? Q: When 
will the Google maps be updated with the current proposal? Q: When do you expect to have 
official buy-off of the final proposal? 

12/17/11 Claudia and 
Chuck Branham 

  Graham     SM   8 2 Quit messing with the borders of our legislative district. Jim McCune has been a solid, untiring 
representative for the 2nd district for a number of years. The people appreciate his work and 
his wisdom and we certainly don't want to loose him because whoever is re defining districts 
want to place inefficient, inexperienced "friends" there instead. 

12/17/11 Matt R Abplanalp   Graham     SM   2   I find it Interesting that the only areas concentrated on for re-districting,, are the high populus 
areas the majority party has trouble with in the elections. This is not going un-noticed. Your 
committee needs to be done away with. Representation by the people of a given area needs 
to be protected, not engineered to suit the ruling party. My representative is a Republican. 
"Big" surprise his position has been "engineered" out. 

12/17/11 Randall L. 
Spaulding 

  Spanaway     SM     2 Removing Rep McCune only enhances the majority party and does nothing for us.    Randall L 
Spaulding 

12/17/11           SM   8 2 Please put Jim McCune back in his district 
12/17/11 Gary M. Brown Alaska Airlines Orting     SM   9 2 DO NOT redraw Leg district two to remove Rep Jim McCune. He represents us well and is a 

sane voice in the legislature.  Gary brown 
12/17/11 norris carver   Roy     SM   9 2 Leave Jim McCune within the 2nd district boundary. 
12/17/11 Kara Symonds   Bellingham     SM   2 42 There is no inherent reason to redistrict the 40th and 42nd boundary in Bellingham. The last 

census data shows there is no practical need to redistrict at this time. Let it be. We live in the 
42nd district in north Bellingham. The district is currently a dynamic and diverse mix of red 
and blue - why not keep us in this independent state? 

12/17/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM   5 7 Still not happy that eastern Washington is being left to the last minute. There were major 
variations in the six previous drafts and the final plan deserves better than a midnight oil 
decision. Lincoln County is at the nexus of the 13th, 9th, 7th and 6th districts. We're resigned 
to our fate, we can live with any of the four legislative districts, but whatever you do please 
don't go all Solomonaic on us and split us between districts.  That's a good way to 
disenfranchise voters in a small population, low density county. 

12/17/11 Susan Marett   Port 
Townsend 

    SM   6 24 I am writing to request that you leave the 24th leg district boundaries as they are at the 
present time for the following reasons:    Splitting Jefferson County, an essential rural county, 
into two parts makes no sense.  Silverdale, Bremerton and Bainbridge Island have little in 
common with Jefferson County's needs and interests.    We have a single newspaper that 
covers the entire county and familiar political boundaries that mirror our commissioner 
boundaries.  The Jefferson County transportation system serves the whole county and our 
land use and economic development interests are similar.     The new configuration would 
make an orphan of north Jefferson County with little or no voice in who our representatives 
would be and what their priorities would be.      I urge you to reconsider this boundary change 
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and keep the boundaries where they are.    Thank you for you attention to my comments. 

12/17/11 Andy Zahn   Toutle     SM   3 18 please include more cities in the eighteenth legislative district, the currently proposed plan 
puts far to much rural land in one district. I and many local people of my acquaintance spend 
more time in Olympia than in any of the local towns, and we would not want to be excluded 
from that area. 

12/17/11 Nathan Lappin   Puyallup     SM   9 2 I think the southern boundary for the 25th where it borders the 2nd, should be moved more 
south/east to include us in the 25th district if possible.  currently live in silver creek 
subdivision on the edge of Puyallup, part of Puyallup school district and definitely relate more 
to puyallup than graham, eatonville, and the more rural areas. 

12/18/11 Michelle 
Montgomery 

  Spanaway     SM     2 I like Representative Jim McCune & it appears his district is going away - please leave his 
district.  I live in Spanaway & things are good the way they are.  Thank you. 

12/18/11 Marie Posey   Yelm     SM   3 2 I am very disappointed to hear from my legislator, Jim McCune, that he will be removed from 
my district. He has done what his constituents have wanted, which other legislators fail to do 
here in WA and across the U.S. I have come to trust Mr. McCune and know he will always put 
my wishes first before his own. That's why I elected him. I greatly urge you to not remove 'my 
voice' from the legislature. Thank you. 

12/18/11 Rick Adams   Elbe     SM   8 2 I am a bit disconcerted as to the rational used to determine the reconfiguration of the 2nd leg 
district.  It is further into Thureston county, that has little or no historical political or economic 
connection to the south and east communities and citizens of Pierce County.  We have been 
dealt a dissapointing hand of psudo "taxation without representation" our new 
representatives will hail from the population centers of another county who have little 
concern for the issues of rural Pierce and will not feel the necessity to be receptive to our 
needs to seek re-election. They did not when they were from Lewis county, before the lines 
were redrawn, 10 years ago. I do  appreeciate your time and efforts in the thankless task of 
redrawing the lines, but I respectfully request you review your decision to incorporate a larger 
rural population more reflective of our unique communities, values and rural economic 
development and land use issues.  Respectfully Yours,  Rick Adams 

12/19/11 Sheilah Crider, 
Auditor 

County, Island Coupeville     Email       We have identified errors on one city map in Island County, and expect to find others. The 
error regards the boundary lines drawn across parcels of land – bisecting the lot. City 
boundaries clearly follow parcel lines. How must these issues be addressed?    

12/19/11 Carlost Murdura         FB       Excellent. Let's draw communist Seattlites out of the process. And eliminate Jim McDermott 
and family from the legislative process entirly. What a bunch of ninnies. 

12/19/11 Kelly Kafir         FB       What a CROCK of CRAP!!! Redistricting McCune out of a job!!! I am pissed! We WANT 
McCune as our Rep... you people are disgusting! 

12/19/11 Michael H. 
Kepcha 

  Washougal     Phone       "You don’t need to call me back. I am not really happy with how you have the map 
redistricted for Clark County.  I am at odds with my own people. I happen to be partisan 
democrat. I live in the 15th district just barely. I don’t like what they have done with the 14th 
district which is over in Yakima Valley. And I ran for office a couple times in the 15th. The way 
you have it districted here, 2/3 of the county is going to be locked into being in a republican 
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district, the 17th and 18th are going to be......??........republican. You got the democratic part 
of the population; the liberal part is all corralled up over by Vancouver Lake in the 49th 
district. The 18th corrals the outside of the district……………..???..........the rural. The non-union 
people and the chamber of commerce people are all across the bottom by the Columbian 
river. If they are not at the bottom they are squeezed at the end of the county below the 
18th." 

12/19/11 William Marron Four Brothers 
Construction 

Orting     SM     2 Hey, what are you doing moving the second district boundary so that our representative is no 
longer in our district!  Of all the lousy dishonest political moves.  Jim McCune is very popular 
in our district.  He works well with people in Graham, Orting, Enumclau, Yelm and closer to 
the military base.  He has good values that will cause our nation to do well rather than come 
to ruin. This will come back on you if you don't fix it. 

12/19/11 William Marron Four Brothers 
Construction 

Orting     SM     2 Hey, what are you doing moving the second district boundary so that our representative is no 
longer in our district!  Jim McCune is very popular in our district.  He works well with people 
in Graham, Orting, Enumclau, Yelm and closer to the military base.  He has good values that 
will cause our nation to do well rather than come to ruin. He has won at least 3 terms to the 
Legislature. You need to fix this. 

12/19/11 Harold Greenleaf   Spanaway     SM   9 2 Do not draw Jim McCune out of the 2nd District. He has worked hard to represent our district. 
12/19/11 Wendy Fraser   Olympia     SM     2 For ten years I have not felt I have been represented by the predominately rural District 2. I 

live on the edge of Lacey and the current plan still has our neighborhood in District 2.  Please - 
consider the whole Nisqually bluff and Ridgeview neighborhoods part of District 20 or 22.  We 
are in the Lacey-expansion area and this is my community.  As state elected officials, I want 
the people who serve me to be ones that actually live near me - not Mount Rainier. Please - 
please - please - don't keep us in the rural District 2! 

12/19/11 Daniel Davis   Graham     SM   2 2 If you just have have redistricting a map why don't yu just leave it like it is.  We don't need 
this You should have more important stuff to do... Work together stop the BS contests!!!! 

12/19/11 Ken DeMaria fHg Marketplace, LLC Spanaway     SM   9 2 My State Representative, Jim McCune, has been written out of legislative district (#2) based 
on the new district guidelines being suggested by the Washington State Redistricting 
Committee.     I do not understand why he would be removed from a district that he has so 
honorably represented. Jim McCune fairly represents the constituents on those issues which 
we - here in the country - find as important to us. They may not be popular to the more 
populated areas of Pierce County, but he has always represented his constituents the way we 
wished to be represented, and voice our concerns on our behalf with great honor.   He has 
also been a true professional in communicating to us the issues coming before the State, and 
how plans to stand on those issues. He has always made himself readily available to me when 
I had a question to ask or needed further clarification on an issue; each time he personally 
respond to my inquiry. This is good old fashion servanthood and the type of representation I 
want to stay in the 2nd Legislative District.     Thank you for your time and God bless Pierce 
County and the great state of Washington -   Ken DeMaria  Roy, WA  I would ask you to 
seriously reconsider your decision to administratively "oust" a man who has done nothing but 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 284 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
fairly represent those who have voted him into office.   Ken DeMaria 

12/19/11           SM   8 2 Rep. McCune has done a terrific job representing the views of this district faithfully over the 
years.  We find your decision extremely disappointing. 

12/19/11 Richard 
Halvorson 

  Graham     SM   9 2 I want to be out of Adam Smith's district, and I want to keep McCune and Wilcox as my State 
Reps! 

12/19/11 Sam Low   Lake Stevens     SM   2 44 keep all 2nd district representatives in thier district.  Your map is fishy 
12/19/11 Sheryl Low   Packwood     SM   3 20 The redistricting committee needs to stop redistricting when their methods slickly move 

Representatives out of their represented area... (ie. Rep. Jim McCune 2nd District)! 
12/19/11 Sheryl Low   Packwood     SM   3 20 The redistricting committee needs to stop redistricting when their methods slickly move 

Representatives out of their represented area... (ie. Rep. Jim McCune 2nd District)! 
12/19/11 John Harkness   Graham     SM   8 2 I thought gerrymandering was illegal? I have voted moderate for years, but I am rapidly 

changing. We have a very active and respected representative in Mr. McCune - you chose to 
"erase" him from the map. You should have cut the district differently so WE would not lose 
him. You know what you did - and it reaks of political arm-bending. Once again, it is Pary-vs-
Party and to heck with the people! 

12/19/11 Sheryl Low   Packwood     SM   3 20 The redistricting committee needs to stop redistricting when their methods slickly move 
Representatives out of their represented area... (ie. Rep. Jim McCune 2nd District)! 

12/19/11 John Seidl   Graham     SM   9 2 In ref. to the 2nd Dist:  Rep. Jim McCune  should not be drawn out of his District. He does a 
great job  and is very visisable in his community. The line between the 28th/2nd districts ( 
hwy 509 ) should go  N. to the Roy (Y). Please do not cut GRAHAM in half. The 28th should not 
be E. of the Mountain Hwy.  The 28th should rep. all territory W. of Roy and Yelm   to Lacey.  
Thank You. John Seidl 

12/19/11 Robert Kangas   Seattle     Email       I must say, I’m pretty disappointed in the latest draft.  Until now, it looked like my area of 
beacon hill would become part of the 37th LD.  But, your latest draft seems to almost 
completely restore the current boundaries of the 11th LD.  Can you tell me why?  I think there 
needs to be a rearrangement of the 11th LD’s and 37th LD’s.  There’s plenty of us Beacon Hill 
residents in the 11th that have / want nothing to do with Tukwila & Renton politics.  And, I’m 
sure there are a ton of Rainier Beach members of the 37th that have more to do with Renton 
politics than Seattle.     On a personal note, I live at the northern tip of the 11th LD.  Twice a 
month, my wife and I make the trek down to Renton for our monthly LD meetings.  Frankly, 
having to drive so far is a burden and I’m sure it’s a pretty big reason why plenty of other 
people from my side of Beacon Hill don’t want to participate.  I have testified as much during 
one of the redistricting meetings.       Please, before the final draft, please consider moving all 
of Beacon Hill back into the 37th and put Rainier Beach back into the 11th.  Don’t make those 
of us who want to participate in the political process have to deal with the burden of having a 
very oddly misshapen district.  Thanks. 

12/19/11 Ken Sartain Connecting With 
Purpose 

Spanaway     SM   2 8 Do not redistrict. 

12/19/11 Mike Lonergan   Tacoma     SM   6 27 Gerrymandering Rep. McCune out of the 2nd District is just plain wrong.  There will be no 
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credibility for your work unless you correct this.  Of  course your job is complex, but in this 
case explanations or justifications will just make it worse. 

12/19/11 Ed Boselly   Olympia     SM   3 20 I live in Indian Summer, which is located on the boundary of legislative districts 22 and 20.  It 
is also on the boundary of congessional district 3.  Part of Indian Summer, on the west side of 
the Chehalis Western trail is in Thurston County and we have Olympia addresses; the east 
side of the trail is in the city of Lacey.  We also are divided into two school districts, Tumwater 
and North Thurston.  The proposed new "array" of legislative districts that appeared in the 
Saturday Olympian appears to place the western (large) portion of Indian summer into district 
35.  What in the world do we have in common with district 35?  We have Olympia Water and 
LOTT Sewer.  We have nothing in common with Shelton and Mason county.  Why can't we 
stay minimally divided instead of really badly divided?   If this goes forward we will probably 
be minimally influential in the new district arrangement. 

12/19/11           SM   8 31 Please draw the district lines so that Rep Jim McCune remains in the 2nd District! 
12/20/11 D. Paul Hackett       Olympia Letter       Click to view document: Exhibit 1 

12/20/11 Richard 
Champion 

      Olympia Letter       Click to view document: Handout 1 

12/20/11 D. Paul Hackett       Olympia Testimony 1     Good morning. I'm Paul Hackett from South Hill, Washington, and I'm here to encourage this 
Commissioner -- Chairman Powell and others of you, to not split South Hill into two -- two 
pieces, which is projected in the current map, as I understand it. D. Paul Hackett, H-a-c-k-e-t-t. 
And my post is the public relations officer of the South Hill Historical Society. And I'd like to 
start by saying that this state had a real problem on its hands about a few years ago when the 
comprehensive land-use plan was being drawn up. And South Hill was a problem child for the 
whole state. And as this testimony occurred, there were -- there was the need for a plan in 
the whole state, and that has been accomplished. So I hope that what is done here will not 
detract from putting together a group of people, which is now somewhere over 40,000 of us 
that live outside the city limits of the City of Puyallup. I have four handouts for you. The first 
I'd like to show you is how the district was divided when Pat Gallagher was the commissioner 
of Pierce County for three decades. And I don't know how best to hand these out to you, but I 
have copies for each of you. Thank you. This map shows that at that time we had 
commissioners -- there was three. And it served very well for a number of years. One of their -
- probably one of the problems was that they had a general zone, which meant anything 
could -- could happen. And that's what happened on South Hill. In -- in the 1970s about 100 of 
us, with the help of the University of Washington's community development department, we 
set up a survey of the people, and we -- we looked into how this could happen. So here's the 
second handout. I was privileged to be involved in this. And two things that occurred during 
this time was to – because of community action, we did not accept a prison on South Hill. And 
also we did not accept jets on Thun Field. It was kind of an interesting episode. The third 
handout I have here is the work of Carl Vest and our group. We are -- we've been working 
now for ten years. We produced 200 hours of oral interviews, and we have collected 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0081.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0082.pdf


 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 286 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
newspaper articles from this group of people. And we're having monthly meetings. So we had 
to try to work on some boundaries for it. And we have worked very hard because, as you can 
understand, there are a huge number of crisscrossing districts, water districts, county 
districts, fire protection, and the works. This article I'm handing out to you now shows the 
boundaries of South Hill as they are laid out for our work. And they're essentially Township 
19A. And what we're trying to do is to get a lot of the community support and community 
action in terms of making it a better place.  

12/20/11 D. Paul Hackett       Olympia Testimony 2     Carl Vest was a -- he is a historian, college professor. And he -- he lives in the area, and he's 
written these things. So my last handout is this full description of where the hill is. So in the 
course of time there have been different maps that have been produced. And this -- this is a 
lovely thing from the mid-'80s. And it lists on the back here a lot of businesses that -- must be 
500. And so to try to work against the anonymity of living, we are working in various ways 
along with the community council and with the school district to try to produce and help 
people feel -- feel one and to have a sense of oneness. So if district line comes right down 
through that and half of it is awarded to one and half to another, we feel that that would be a 
detriment to -- to our work. And so I think that that's -- that's what I had to say. I -- I know 
that this is huge task that you all have, and I just think that this would be very good if you can 
manage to keep that group of people together with one -- one legislative area. Thank you. 
COMM. HUFF: Mr. Hackett, I have a question. MR. HACKETT: Yes. COMM. HUFF: As you're 
referring to it, that's the 25th District map there. You're -- you're referring to the 31st – 
COMM. HUFF: 31st is right next to it. MR. HACKETT: Yes. COMM. HUFF: The white, yes. MR. 
HACKETT: And so what information came to me was that there is some line that's being 
drawn that would draw these -- Bonney Lake or Enumclaw area, a slice of it would come up 
onto South Hill, and that's why I'm here. COMM. HUFF: In other words, a slice would be in the 
31st and a slice would be in the 25th. MR. HACKETT: Uh-huh. COMM. HUFF: Thank you. MR. 
HACKETT: 25th district. 

12/20/11 Richard 
Champion 

      Olympia Testimony 3     I'm from Federal Way, Washington. First I'd like to thank the commissioners for the work on 
our state's restricting. After last Friday's meeting, where the draft plans for both the northern 
and southern halves of western Washington were released, what was left to be resolved was 
area around the King Pierce County line, specifically Legislative Districts 30 and 31. Currently 
the 30th District, where I live, is exclusively in King County with the entirety of Federal Way 
and Algona, an overwhelming majority of Pacific, as well as small portions of Auburn, Des 
Moines, and Milton. In Commissioner Ceis' and Gorton's redistricting plan, the 30th LD 
crosses the county line to add all of Milton and Pacific; whereas, Commissioners Huff and 
Foster's plan, which went up to the King-Pierce County line, kept the King -- kept the Pierce 
County portion of Milton in the 25th District. During Friday's meeting Commissioner Gorton 
stated that adding the rest of Milton to the 30th District was done due to one of our district's 
legislator's being the former mayor of Milton. As per Revised Code of Washington 44.05.090, 
"District lines should not" -- "should be drawn so as to coincide with boundaries of local 
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political subdivisions and areas recognized as communities of interest. The number of 
counties and municipalities divided among more than one district should be as small as 
possible." It is worth mentioning that currently there's only one legislative district that 
straddles the Pierce-King County line, that being the 31st. The redistricting plan by Ceis and 
Gorton would go against this provision of the code by, in my opinion, unnecessarily doubling 
the number of districts that cross this county line. Also in this provision of the code there's no 
mention of maintaining the legislators in their current districts. While I understand district -- 
while I understand the desire to maintain stability by minimizing political upheaval, there 
certainly is no provision, much less need, to maintain a legislator's former constituency, 
particularly since the final maps will be for the next ten years. I am here to ask the 
commission -- that Commissioners Huff and Foster, when they're resolving these two plans, 
keep the 30th LD an exclusively King County district. In coming up with their -- their map, it 
was admirable that Commissioners Ceis and Gorton kept the communities of Milton and 
Pacific intact. But in my opinion, if they are to be kept intact, they should be in the 31st 
District since both of those towns and 31st District are both King -- are in both King and Pierce 
Counties. If that were to happen, I would suggest that, to make up for their loss from the 30th 
District, that it be expanded more into southern Auburn, as was done by Commissioner Foster 
in his original legislative restricting plan, and the 25th District be expanded into Edgewood. 
This -- which it already shares with the 31st District. 

12/20/11 Richard 
Champion 

      Olympia Testimony 4      These changes would not displace any legislators, other than Representative Katrina Asay, 
the former mayor of Milton, previously referenced. I have maps that I've drawn for this 
proposal. So that's what I'm showing here as giving the cities of Pacific and Milton to the 31st 
District to keep them intact since they are in two counties, and the 31st is in two counties, 
and to keep the 30th in one district. Alternatively -- someplace. 30th District (speaking 
indistinctly). Alternatively you could keep 1the single precinct of Milton that's in King, which -- 
wherein Representative Asay resides, in the 30th District and thereby not need any changes 
to the 25th District, as drawn by Commissioners Huff and Foster. That's this one, where you 
would move Pacific all the way into the 31st, since it's in two counties, but keep the King 
County portion of -- of Milton in the 30th so that there would be no upheaval of moving 
Legislator Asay. And alternatively you could keep it much like this today and keep the King 
County portions of -- of Milton and Pacific as they are today in the 30th District, resulting in 
less growth into southern Auburn, which I've got here, which -- I don't have copies of these. 
So you can hand this out, which is keeping it along the county line as it is now. It is worth 
mentioning that there are only -- that all but 83people living in Milton live in Pierce County, 
and all but 9people living in Pacific live in King County, meaning that if those communities are 
split as they are now and as I've described in this last example, greater than 9and 9percent 
respectively of their populations would be in one district. I look forward to seeing what the 
Commission's ultimate plan will be, and I thank you for your time. CHAIRWOMAN POWELL: 
Thank you for testifying. COMM. FOSTER: On Exhibit -- MR. CHAMPION: Yes. COMM. FOSTER: 
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-- you've colored in a section in yellow. MR. CHAMPION: Yeah. COMM. FOSTER: What is that? 
MR. CHAMPION: It was the differences between the two plans. COMM. FOSTER: Thank you. 
MR. CHAMPION: That's why they're colored, to show the differences. COMM. FOSTER: That 
one little rectangular -- MR. CHAMPION: That little -- that rectangular is the one Milton 
precinct that's in -- that's in King County. MR. BURNS: The blue. The blue one. MR. 
CHAMPION: That's in King County. COMM. FOSTER: There's a yellow one not on the King 
County -- MR. CHAMPION: That's the difference that you -- to make up for the loss of that 
Milton -- COMM. FOSTER: I see. Okay. MR. CHAMPION: You have to swap them. COMM. 
FOSTER: Got it. COMM. HUFF: Would you repeat? Blue, what's the blue stand for? MR. 
CHAMPION: And the blue is -- is the King County precinct of Milton. COMM. HUFF: King 
County. Okay. And the green? MR. CHAMPION: And the green is the King County precincts of 
Pacific. COMM. HUFF: Okay. MR. CHAMPION: And can you hand them this? It's the last one. 

12/20/11 Tim Burns       Olympia Testimony 5     I'm not a big fan of microphones. My name is Tim Burns, T-i-m B-u-r-n-s. And I am the chair of 
the 30th District Democrats. I am here to support the testimony of Mr. Champion. Primarily 
from an administrative standpoint, causing a district to cross into two counties creates 
additional burdens on the districts -- and I'm talking the district organization -- in that we 
would need to establish delegates to the Pierce County organization as well as the King 
County organization that we currently have. And we're talking about very small portion of the 
30th District becoming part of the -- of the Pierce County organization so that -- there isn't 
much influence there. But we would still be required to commit delegates and the -- all of the 
various aspects of being in Pierce County as well as in King County. And then that goes for 
both political parties; it's not just the Democrats. So I -- I urge that you maintain the county 
line for the difference in -- in Pierce County and King County for the 30th District. 31st District 
already crosses that line, so they're already dealing with it. But it doesn't make a whole lot of 
sense to me for the second legislative district, meaning the 30th, to also cross the line when 
those areas could be picked up by the 31st District and maintain the single district crossing 
the line. There are several legislative representatives currently who are being changed from 
one district to another. And one more, meaning Ms. Asay, wouldn't be an additional burden 
to change of districts. She lives in a very small portion of the City of Milton that happens to be 
in the 30th District. I wouldn't mind keeping that portion of Milton in King County. I -- I don't 
have a problem with that at all. But if it is to be changed, Milton is primarily in King -- in Pierce 
County. And it would make more sense to move the one precinct from Milton into Pierce 
County than to move the five or six precincts from Milton into King County. And on a side 
note, as far as the congressional districts are concerned, when I saw Commissioner Huff's 
rendition of the congressional districts with the 10th District in South King County, I was 
excited at the possibility of a majority-minority district in south King County. But I would urge 
that it maintain, again, that county line remaining completely north of the Pierce County-King 
County line. And I thank you very much for all of the work that you have done. And I don't 
envy at all the work you do. Thank you. 
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12/20/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 6     I live in Vancouver, and I'm an advocate for redistricting in the public interest. Today I'm not 

going to talk to you about the big issues. We clearly disagree about the big issues. So I'm 
going to talk about the small issues. The list of blocks that I provided to the staff yesterday is 
the result of an examination that I made of the two proposals that you put out on Friday. And 
the underlying issue for me there is just the simplicity of district boundaries. And I think that 
we have history here -- and I spoke of this last week, too. We have a history here of dragging 
the past into the future for no good reason. And something that there may have been 
justification for in the past, that justification has gone away, but we don't change it. And so 
just to give you a couple of examples, in Clark County, you may recall that in the 49th District 
there's an panhandle that stretches up to the north. There used to be dairy farms there. 
There was a state highway that ran up there. A lot of that state highway's been abandoned. 
Nobody lives up there anymore. It's -- and most of that area is now in the Ridgefield National 
Wildlife Refuge. There is a -- there is a school-district boundary that -- that cuts through that 
area, the Ridgefield School District. I believe that it would -- that it would simplify things in 
everybody's understanding without affecting any people at all simply to move that boundary 
down from the historical boundary that was justified by an old highway and dairy farms that 
used to be there and aren't there anymore move it to down to the -- to the school-district 
boundary. And that way you don't have a little piece -- a little uninhabited piece of the 
Ridgefield School District in a different legislative district. So that's a question of history. And 
there's no need for us to continue to drag that history forward into the future. So the 
proposals that I've given you for legislative districts for Clark County are drawn that way, and I 
would encourage you to take into account the suggestion I made about that. Regarding the 
boundary line of I-205, I-205 is a very commonly used boundary line in the City of Vancouver. 
Our -- our legislative districts, 49 and -- and 17, are separated by that. And in the -- the 
decade prior to the one that's just ended, that was also a county-commissioner boundary. I 
think that probably at some point when that was established somebody was not careful 
about how they drew the line along the freeway. The northbound lanes have the boundary 
nearly all of the way. But there are two median blocks part way up and then another block 
clear up at the -- at the merge with I-5, which -- where -- where the boundary follows 
something other than the northbound lanes of I-205.  

12/20/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 7     There's no reason for that. And I think -- I'm assuming that probably the staff is going to be 
asked to prepare a metes-and- bounds description, and, of course, they can follow the last 
one. So in that sense it's -- in this particular case it's not more work than was already done. 
But they can probably drop a line or two not having to figure out how to describe where that 
switch occurred from -- from the northbound lanes to the southbound lanes and then back to 
the northbound lanes again. So that's basically the spirit of the comments that I've made to 
you. It's just a lot of stuff that complicates boundaries to no benefit to anybody and just 
dragging the -- the past into the future for no good reason. Thank you. 

12/20/11 Kerry & Andrew   Spanaway     SM   9 2 Stop trying to destroy our district!!!!!   We want Jim McCune as our representative - that is 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 290 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
Hooks why we voted for him now you are trying to pull the rug out from under us!! 

12/20/11 Naomi Elam   Graham     SM   8 2 Please allow all 2nd district representatives remain in the new 2nd district 
12/20/11 Sheryl Low   Packwood     SM   3 20 The redistricting committee needs to stop redistricting when their methods slickly move 

Representatives out of their represented area... (ie. Rep. Jim McCune 2nd District)! 
12/20/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 1     Will the next meeting be Thursday, December 22nd at 10:30 AM? Amanda Taub, GISP from 

Douglas County in East Wenatchee 
12/20/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 2     Thank you. 

12/20/11 Dwayne Berg   Marysville   Olympia Webcast 3     I am disappointed in the legislative rsults for Marysville. We still are divided into three 
districts. 

12/20/11 Jerry   South Hill     SM   8 25 Regarding 25th & 31th district division:  To most who live on South Hill, it is an identifiable 
entity, with its own shopping, housing communities and population base, with its own unique 
issues and should be seen as such in the eyes of state government. 

12/20/11 Douglas Kerley, 
PCO 

  Lynnwood     Email     21 Thank you for your kind advance on the Redistricting Map for the State Legislative Districts 
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/maps/121611_drafts/L-CG_3-0BigMapInsets.pdf.  
Upon review I have a suggestion.     Previously, I was in the 44th.  Now, I'm in the 21st.  Your 
new map puts me in the 32nd.  Now, it doesn't matter much which district I'm in.  What does 
matter though is that with your new map has both the 32nd and the 1st split between King 
and Snohomish County.  As a long time PCO I have seen the little bit of the 32nd that bulged 
into Snohomish County was hardly recognized at all and got no true representation at the 
county level.  Kind of sad.  Like the Kiskaddon Pimple of old.     I would rather see that portion 
of the 1st in your map that is in King County shifted over to the 46th, the 1st shifted over to 
Lynnwood/MTL, and the 32nd shifted over to parts of the 46th on your map.  I would like the 
1st be wholely in Snohomish County still, and, as before, only the smallest portion of the 32nd 
that is required to be in Snohomish County be in as is now.  Sure, those people in the 
Snohomish part of the 32nd would get poorer representation at the county level still but they 
are used to it.     You may think that if a larger portion of two districts is split between 
counties both would suffer equally and have a voice in both counties politics.  But a smaller 
representation of both districts in both counties insures that they would have effectivly no 
voice at all in both counties.  If my change is adopted, the 1st District would have a full voice 
in Snohomish County and the 32nd would have nearly a full voice in King County as they have 
now.     Thank you for all your hard work. 

12/20/11 Judith Walls   Port Ludlow     SM     24 I live in East Jefferson County - just North of the Hood Canal Bridge and I want to keep the 
24th District the way it is now.  The proposed changes would dice the county into illogical 
boundaries--we have very different land use, economic, environmental, and transportation 
issues plus our  population is different than Kitsap County and would be poorly represented 
by offered change. 

12/21/11 Nancy Buffington 
Lucks, Ph.D. 

Senator 1975-79       Email       Please meet the Jan. 1st deadline...Thank you for your service! 
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12/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     FB       I look forward to seeing a new legislative map for the whole state on Tuesday. In all fairness, 

surely the second largest city in Washington should have as much time to adjust LD 
boundaries as the town of Milton did at today's meeting. 

12/22/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Online - As 
Read 

1     How about a meeting on Monday instead of Tuesday if the Commission is not ready to 
present their plans tomorrow? 

12/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

2     I'm sure you would have heard from eastern Washington county auditors if you had perhaps 
finished a map" -- "a map for eastern Washington. 

12/22/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     First, thanks to the Commission for all their hard work. I'd like to say that it's all" -- "that if it's 
all possible to get those maps out tomorrow, Monday, or Tuesday rather than the 1st it would 
sure be appreciated. Given that the legislature has 30 days to monkey with the maps after 
you submit them, even a couple days would be helpful. Getting that" -- "helpful in" -- "getting 
that 30-day review by the legislature done ASAP would help a lot of candidates and 
prospective candidates." 

12/22/11 J. Paul 
Wagemann 

  Lakewood   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

6     I am concerned about the public's opportunity to comment as the draft maps are delayed 
before the final date of January 1, 2012. Thank you for your hard work and Merry Christmas. 

12/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

7     Second the sentiments expressed by Guy and Paul, including the Merry Christmas and thanks 
for your hard work. 

12/22/11 Mary Johnson-
Hall, Elections 
Supervisor 

County, Pierce Pierce 
County 

  Olympia Testimony 3     So I'd like to -- thanks -- thanks again for the opportunity to look at the plans that you're 
presenting. I -- my name's Mary Johnson-Hall. I'm the elections supervisor in Pierce County. 
And you did a great job from the last. I know we gave you a lot of issues the last go around. 
And I want to say thank you. You really did a lot of cleanup work. So this time around there 
are some real minor issues. But there's one major issue that I really want to bring to your 
attention. When we were looking around in the Edgewood-Milton area, we actually found 
what we're fairly certain is an error in the census data. And the code that the census data 
shows the block boundary following is actually a city limit. However, if we overlay the Pierce 
County data, it's actually cutting off quite a large section, almost a quarter section, of Milton. 
So I don't think it's your intent, but the way that line falls, it's actually splitting the City of 
Milton into two legislative districts. We looked at could we correct that based on a legal 
description following the intent of that code. However, the way you present the legal 
description to the Legislature is by block. So we would sort of pretty much be bound to draw 
the legislative district and split Milton into two legislative districts, and I really don't believe 
that's your intent. I don't know what kind of legal flexibility you have in splitting census 
geography, but that would be one solution, if you could just split that tract block to truly 
follow what the census says it should follow. I spoke with GIS department, and we did send 
our cities and towns to the Census Bureau. So why they didn't use what we sent them, we 
really don't know. And I -- in talking with Dave, I believe the state also sent cities and towns, 
and that error was not there. So I'm not sure how the census came up with where that 
boundary is, but it's incorrect. So I just wanted to call that to your attention. COMM. FOSTER: 
Is the population in this area you're talking about the residence of two houses -- the 
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residence of two houses? MS. JOHNSON-HALL: Two houses and a church. COMM. HUFF: And 
a church. Thank you. CHAIRWOMAN POWELL: Thank you very much. COMM. GORTON: Thank 
you very much. CHAIRWOMAN POWELL: Yeah. Thank you. Appreciate it. 

12/22/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 4     Afternoon. I'm John Milem, I live in Vancouver. I will take responsibility for that check by 
David's name. I did the check. And obviously my vision's not very good, and I just checked the 
wrong box. So -- CHAIRWOMAN POWELL: No wonder he was looking perplexed. MR. MILEM: 
My apologies all around. What I wanted to say to you today is that Bonnie and Nick and I did 
have a meeting and discussed the issues around Attachment A and the comments that I made 
about that. And that the outcome of that meeting from my side is that I'm withdrawing the 
objections that I had to Attachment A. My solution is not perfect either, but the -- for me the 
important piece is that this is kind of the last line of defense. And hopefully we're not going to 
need it. And the fact that you've already produced -- what? I don't know -- 37, 38 districts out 
of the 59 that you have to produce means that there is opportunity for checking. And then, of 
course, there will be opportunity for legislative amendment. And if there -- so -- so all we're 
dealing with here and the stuff that's left after that. This Commission's in better shape than 
either -- other two -- either of the other two was with respect to the timeliness of allowing 
checking to occur. So I just don't think there are any issues there. I told Bonnie on -- the other 
day, whatever date that was, that -- Tuesday, I guess, that as far as I was concerned, that I 
was prepared to endorse Attachment A and encourage you to go ahead and adopt it. Thank 
you. 

12/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 1     System crashed 2 minute in, did I miss much? 
12/22/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 2     How about meeting on Monday instead of Tuesday if the Commission is not ready to present 

their plans tomorrow? 
12/22/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 3     Douglas County, East Wenatchee 

12/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 4     I am sure you would have heard from eastern WA county auditors if you had perhaps finished 
a map for eastern WA. 

12/22/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 5     1st thanks to the commission for all their hard work. I'd like to say that if it's all possible to get 
those maps out tomorrow, Monday, or Tuesday rather than the 1st it sure would be 
appreciated. Given that the legislature has 30 days to monkey with the maps after you submit 
them, even a couple of days would be helpful 

12/22/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 6     getting that 30 day review by the legislature done asap would help a lot of candidates and 
prospective candidates. 

12/22/11 J. Paul 
Wagemann 

  Lakewood   Olympia Webcast 7     Paul Wagemann, Lakewood. I am concerned about the public's opportunity to comment as 
the draft maps are delayed before the final date of January 1, 2012. Thank you for your hard 
work and Merry Christmas. 

12/22/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 8     Guy Palumbo Snohomish 
12/22/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 9     Second the sentiments expressed by Guy and Paul, including the Merry Christmas and thanks 

for your hard work. 
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12/22/11 John M Morgan School District, Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 Use common sense and do not divide Pasco into 2 districts, the last time I checked 

"gerrymandering" was illegal. 
12/23/11 Robyn Dunnagan   Pasco     SM   4 16 All of Pasco be in one legislative district. 
12/23/11 Danny Dunnagan   Pasco     SM   4 16 I would like to see all of Pasco in one legislative district 
12/23/11 Jessie Martin   Pasco     SM       Hi! I am a Pasco resident and voter. It makes no sense to split Pasco into two districts. Please 

keep Pasco together!  Thank you! 
12/23/11           SM   4 16 Please leave Pasco in one legislative district. It is in the best interest of all stakeholders. 
12/23/11           SM   2 4 Please Keep Pasco,WA as one legislative district. Thank you! 
12/24/11 George Cheung, 

Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle     SM   7 34 Dear Commissioners,    On behalf of the United for Fair Representation coalition, I want to 
restate our support for a 10th Congressional District that is majority people of color without 
an incumbent in the district. Over the course of the past year, we have engaged in the open 
process to express our views. With hundreds of people testifying in support of our Unity 
Maps, we believe we were heard with the initial drafts, whereby three out of four 
commissioners proposed a majority people of color district – two without an incumbent.    As 
you complete your work, we urge you to prioritize and not divide communities that have 
historically been the home to people of color in this new Congressional District including the 
International District, Central District, Beacon Hill, Hilltop, Crossroads (Bellevue), White 
Center/Boulevard Park, Salishan/Eastside (Tacoma) and Lincoln (Tacoma).    Thank you for 
your consideration.    George Cheung  Win/Win Network 

12/27/11 Kurt Triplett City of Kirkland Kirkland     Letter       Letter from City of Kirkland 

12/27/11 Ken Raske, Chief 
Deputy Auditor 

County, Thurston Olympia     Letter       Click to view letter from Thurston County Auditor's Office 

12/27/11 Ken Raske, Chief 
Deputy Auditor 

County, Thurston Olympia   Olympia Letter       Click to view letter from Thurston County Auditor's Office 

12/27/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

1     The proposed lines for the 37th District impair public participation in government. It takes my 
PCOs that live at one end of the district over 45 minutes to reach meetings. Renton, Skyway, 
and West Hill are not Seattle. 

12/27/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

2     Dear Jonathan, it takes PCO's in one end of my 4 district over 3 hours to reach meetings. No 
sympathy." Ms. Madsen is from eastern Washington, the Spokane area, as you might 
imagine. Okay. And -- 

12/27/11 David Valiant       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

3     Is there resolution to the unfinished Legislative Boundaries along the King/Pierce County line? 

12/27/11 Mike B       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     Not a good start this morning. Minutes were apparently not sent or read prior to the meeting, 
and 'Plans' were not presented. How much time does the Commission need? This process is 
too political, even at this level. Perhaps we need to use the California approach. Putting the 
decision in the hands of political appointees is still 'political.' The citizens need to be in 
control, not the politicians or their surrogates. 

12/27/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

6     My Seattle based PCOs really do not care what happens in Renton. My Renton based PCOs do 
not care what happens in Seattle. This impairs the districts ability to take part in government. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0034.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0033.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0088.pdf
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My PCO thinks this is a part of a plan to allow office holders to get away this graft such as the 
infamous sale of MLK . . . 

12/27/11 Cherry Cayabyab       Olympia Testimony 4     And I'm with the Win Win Network and Fair Representation Coalition. And it's funny because I 
did sign up, so I don't know -- and checked the little talking box. I'm not sure if that was able 
to get to you. On behalf of the Fair Representation Coalition I want to restate our support for 
a 10th Congressional District that is a majority of people of color without an incumbent in the 
district. Over the course of the past year we have engaged in the open process to express our 
views. We've had unprecedented turnout and engagement of communities of color 
statewide, as you've seen throughout the year in this redistricting process, with hundreds of 
people testifying in support of our Unity Maps. We believe were heard with the initial maps 
whereby three out of four commissioners proposed a majority-people-of-color congressional 
district and two of them without an incumbent. As you complete your work, we urge you to 
prioritize and not divide our communities that have historically been the home to people of 
color in this new congressional district, including the International District, Central District -- 
District, Beacon Hill, southeast Seattle, Hilltop, Crossroads in the Bellevue area, White Center, 
Boulevard Park, the Salishan eastside in the Tacoma area, and Lincoln in the Tacoma area, 
and overall the four majority-minority cities of Renton, SeaTac, Kent, and Tukwila. As our 
coalition name indicates, we seek fair representation and an opportunity to elect a leader 
that reflects a diversity of our communities who will prioritize and be accountable to issues 
concerning our communities of interest. Thank you for your commitment and volunteerism in 
this process. 

12/27/11 Rick DeWitt   Mill Creek     SM   1 44 Email from Rick DeWitt 

12/27/11 Marie Feryn   Pasco     SM     16 Pasco, Washington needs to be in one legislative district, to be fairly represented and have 
the needs of the constituents met, with integrity. 

12/27/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 1     Stream Not Found on the getinvolved page 

12/27/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 2     FYI still not working after refresh 
12/27/11 J. Paul 

Wagemann 
  Lakewood   Olympia Webcast 3     Still no video or sound? 

12/27/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 4     The proposed lines for the 37th District impare public particpation in goverment.  It takes my 
PCOs that live at one end of district over 45 mins to reach meetings.    Renton, Skyway and 
West hill are not Seattle. 

12/27/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 5     Had to go to tvw.org at 
http://www.tvw.org/index.php?option=com_tvwliveplayer&eventID=LIVE247 

12/27/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 6     Still not working. I'm able to watch on the TVW livestream, but not this page. 

12/27/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 7     Dear Jonathan, it takes PCO's in one end of my district over 3 hours to reach meetings. No 
sympathy. 

12/27/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 8     Is there resolution to the unfinished Legislative Boundaries along the King/Pierce County line? 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0137.pdf
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12/27/11 Mike B       Olympia Webcast 9     Not a good start this morning: Minutes were apparently either not sent or read prior to 

meeting, and "Plans" were not presented. How much time does the Commission need? This 
process is too political, even at this level. Perhaps we need to use the California approach? 
Putting the decison in the hands of poltiical appointees is still "political". The ciizens need to 
be in control, not the politicians or their surrogates. 

12/27/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 10     My Seattle based PCOs really do not care what happens in Renton.   My Renton based PCOs 
do not care what happens  in Seattle.   This impares the districts ablity to take part in 
goverment.   My PCO think this is part of a plan to allow office holders to get away this graft 
such as the infamous sale of the MLK jr. school site for pepper corn 

12/27/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 11     John, perhaps we all need to expand our understanding of community. :) 

12/27/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 12     I reiterate that a "amjority-minority" Congressional District would have whites as by far the 
largest "constituency" within the CD.  M-M districts work as might be desired only if there is a 
significant *single* group that can dominate the district.  That is decidedly *not* the case in 
Washington. 

12/27/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 13     Consider this a private message: my apologies to the Commission for getting off track 
12/27/11 Chad Lupkes, 

Chair 
46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 14     Will you be able to fix the stream when the commission meets again in 2 hours? 

12/27/11 Van Anderson   Packwood   Olympia Webcast 15     Didn't see the broadcast earlier. Are we going to see full LD and CD map proposals today? 
12/27/11 Carol       Olympia Webcast 16     ANy change the maps will be posted on the web before the morning? 
12/27/11 Neal Traven   Seattle     SM   7 43 I submitted a comment during the 12/27 morning meeting, but it apparently did not arrive 

before the Commission recessed.  This message expands on that brief comment.    The issue I 
wish to address is that of a majority-minority Congressional District.  In Washington, such a 
district is extremely *unlikely* to produce the result desired by its proponents.  The reason is 
simple -- non-Hispanic whites would be by far the largest constituency within any M-M 
district.  Given patterns of voting eligibility (i.e., citizenship) and voter registration by 
ethnicity/race, I am certain that non-Hispanic whites would actually make up a comfortable 
majority of the "majority-minority" district's voters.  Majority-minority districts "work" only 
when there is a single, large, homogeneous minority group within the district, which is 
decidedly *not* the case in any conceivable Congressional District in Washington.    The goal 
of increasing diversity among Washington's legislators is admirable and desireable.  It is likely, 
even inevitable, that a number of well-designed, sensible M-M Legislative Districts will be 
created in (at least) south King County and in Yakima County.  However, the extraordinarily 
broad variety of small, competing ethnic and/or racial subpopulations in Washington argues 
against constructing a jury-rigged CD that will all but certainly fail to achieve the goal of 
diversifying our representation in the other Washington.  When (as I would expect) the 
proposed M-M district fails to elect a minority Representative, the result may well be 
disillusionment and rejection of political participation among the myriad minorities that 
(don't, by any real measure) form a "majority" in that district.    Thank you for your attention. 
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12/27/11           SM   2 42 The City of Bellingham is the heart of Whatcom County and is a community under the 

guidelines of the redistricting commission. As such, it should be located in the 42nd LD 
entirely. Please keep Bellingham in the 42nd! 

12/27/11           SM   2 40 Splitting Bellingham into two districts does not allow urban representation. We are a city with 
not one representative or senator that lives within our City Limits. My district (40th) doesn't 
even have a resident of our County in Olympia. 

12/27/11 Ramiro 
Valderrama 

City of Sammamish 
City 

Sammamish     Email       I did sign up on the Listserv and recently saw that current redistricting plans show 
Sammamish divided between the 41st and 45th.  Given that a stated objective of the 
redistricting plan was to keep communities whole I again ask the Commissioners to ensure 
that Sammamish is kept "whole" in one Legislative district.  This is supported not only by our 
Sammamish  citizens, fellow council members but, has also been stated by both our 
democratic and republican representatives who I have copied.     I want to reiterate to the 
commission that the city of Sammamish and its Citizens are better served by being kept whole 
and together in one district. I would appreciate the commission working to make this desire 
and stated objective of the commission  a reality.  If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

12/27/11 Mike Beehler   Olympia     Email       Regrettably, my on-line comment on the lack of minutes either being sent or read prior to 
today’s meeting, along with the fact that no new plans were presented was responded to 
with a comment about the experience of the chair in Maryland’s congressional gerrymander. 
My suggestion that we look at the California approach was used as a deflective device away 
from my first points about being prepared and not continuing to have this be so political, with 
appointees from the House and Senate. I realize the law sets up the current redistricting 
process; my point was to highlight the inordinate slowness coming up to the deadline. This 
gives very little time to the public to respond with any reasonable time prior to the end of the 
Commission’s work (at the current pace).     My experience with the current approach leaves 
me to wonder how “open” this really is. On a more positive tone, however, the fact that there 
are some current office-holders who may be redistricted out of their current seats does 
provide some evidence (to date) that the Commission takes the notion of “serving” the state’s 
communities of interest seriously.     Let’s hope for more receptivity to comments without 
editorializing on the comment. 

12/27/11           SM   2 42 While the proposed 10th, 40th, and 42nd were all made extremely more "safe" and 
comfortable for their current incumbents, the objectives for the redistricting should be to 
ensure competitive districts that cause accountability. Safe districts do the opposite.    Some 
rural parts of the 42nd should go to the 39th, the 42nd should keep it's pre-existing parts of 
Bellingham. The 40th and 10th can adjust accordingly. 

12/27/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview     FB       I appreciate your attempts to communicate for the commission... but the lack of notice, lack 
of minutes being sent, last minute meeting time changes and lack of actual proposals really 
make for poor transparency and little public comment. 

12/27/11 Dave Kaplan         FB       Nan, then you can blame the four Commissioners who cancelled or asked for rescheduled 
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meetings because they weren't done with what they were working on. THEY were the ones 
who requested it, and you could tell that from the recordings of the last few meetings. If 
you're on the Redistricting Commission's email distribution list (I am), you would have 
received no less than four or five emails concerning the scheduling, cancelling, and 
rescheduling of meetings. One was even an apology to the public. So please, don't blame the 
staff. Blame the two D's and two R's who are representing the caucuses. Thanks! 

12/27/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview     FB       Not blaming the staff. I appreciate their communication. They are in a difficult position. 
Seems like they are the only ones doing their job. 

12/27/11 Dave Kaplan         FB       Well, the political types took an interesting strategy in how to try and craft a legislative 
proposal. I'm surprised they have even a draft congressional map, to tell you the truth. :) 

12/28/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email from John Milem with attachments: Block Assignment Corrections 

12/28/11 Matthew 
Tonaskin 

  Yakima     FB       honestly, today's meeting was a JOKE................ok we got the Congressional maps, and are 
stuck on the Legislative maps, why are they waiting for the last minute to approve and sent it 
out for public comment 

12/28/11 Virgillee 
Jorgensen 

        FB       How can you even consider splitting communities like Reardan and Davenport and others 
along Hwy2 into two separate districts. Total lunacy to do so, please don't. 

12/28/11 Cherry Cayabyab       Olympia Testimony 1     I represent the United for Fair Representation coalition. And I'm with the Win/Win Network, 
as well. We are pleased that the commissioners have created what would be Washington's 
first historic people-of-color congressional district, just barely.  That -- but still, it will promote 
the voting power of people of color and pushes political representatives to pay attention to 
the issues of our marginalized communities of interest. This new district will help spur active 
participation from our communities since it reflects the passionate input of hundreds of 
people of color and supporters that turned out to public hearings and got involved over the 
last several months.  Our communities are only emboldened by seeing victories that they 
helped create. The congressional representatives must fight to win our support and in 
Congress work diligently on behalf of our evergrowing communities of color to confront the 
disparities that exist in health, education, and income. We look forward to the release of the 
rest of the legislative district maps and are cautiously optimistic that commissioners listened 
to the voices of communities of color in central Washington and created a majority-minority 
legislative district in Yakima County. Overall this is a good starting point for the Commission 
and elected representatives to work with Washington's minority communities.  In the future 
we want to ensure that not only is there fair minority representation in politics but fair 
minority representation in the makeup of this restricting commission and its staff.  We hope 
you will work with our communities to make sure this happens ten years from now and 
thereafter. Lastly, and on a related note, our coalition is engaged in introducing state 
legislation that, if passed this 2012 session, would be the state's first Washington -- excuse 
me -- would be the state's first historic Washington voting rights act.  A Washington state 
voting rights act would further protect minorities from attempts to minimize voting power, 
and we hope you will join us in supporting the passage of this legislation. Again, thank you for 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0135.pdf
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hearing our voices, and we will continue to engage in this process as it moves forward to 
completion this January 1st.  CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Thank you for your comment. 
This -- that was the only comment where we had someone sign up. Anyone else wish to speak 
at this time? Okay.  Then I declare we are in recess -- Oh, we do have another person.  Okay. 
Please come forward.  And would you please spell -- state and then spell your name for the 
record, please. 

12/28/11 Nate Miles       Olympia Testimony 2     My name is Nate Miles, and I, too, am with the Win/Win Thank you and members of the 
committee for all that you have done. I agree with what Cherry just talked about. The fact 
that -- I want to reiterate the -- the fact that we were very disconcerted -- or disheartened 
when this process started when we looked at the makeup because, as some of you on the 
board know, this is my third restricting and going through restricting, and I have yet to see the 
-- even though our state is turning more and more, almost a third now, people of color in this 
state, the committee that continues to be made up of people that is not reflective of the 
state. And that is very disconcerting to many communities of color, that -- I think it robs the 
process of being able to hear some of those voices, some of those diverse voices, so that you 
can know firsthand what's happening in those communities where we are seeing some of the 
disparities, whether it's in healthcare, whether it's in economic justice, whether it's in criminal 
justice, because of the reputa- -- representation that is not taking place in some of those 
areas. What we feel like is that if we had someone on commissions like this that could bring 
those voices to the table so that it's more than just numbers, precincts, and voting patterns 
that are being considered, it's really the people inside of those districts, that it would really 
make a difference as we start moving forward. And so we were very disheartened at the 
beginning of this process to see that for the third consecutive year that I've been doing this 
process that no one that looks like any of the people that we're talking about were 
represented. But I do know many of you and have worked with some on this committee that I 
do know are very fair-minded people, very good-hearted people who really have proved 
themselves, whether in -- on the federal level, as Senator Gorton, Mr. Ceis on the local level, 
and all of the commissioners here at the state level, Representative Huff and -- and Foster. 
We know that we -- we had a chance of having a fair process to come out. And so while we 
are disappointed and we would hope and encourage the state Democrat parties and caucuses 
and Republican caucuses next time to make the committee to -- to take advantage of those 
voices and -- and -- and inputs that we can have in there, we would encourage them to do 
that. We were very happy with what has come out of here because as we knew going in, as 
disheartened as we were, that it didn't -- it wasn't as reflective as it could have been, we did 
know that the caliber of people that were on here would be very mindful of about those 
things. And I think that they were, based on what we've been able to see so far. 

12/28/11 Nate Miles       Olympia Testimony 3     CONTINUED... I think they've taken a lot of criticism from a lot of different corners but kept a 
steady focus, and -- and I think that's what we're seeing. We're very pleased. We think that -- 
and when we look at the districts and how they've come, we asked for, as Cherry said, a 
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district that didn't have an incumbent in it. We think that, based on what we've seen so far, 
that we have a chance at Adam Smith may -- who is an incumbent, may be in the district that 
we think will be more majority- minority. Adam Smith is an outstanding representative. It's 
that kind of thinking that we think --Because we never wanted and said that we wanted to 
guarantee that a person of color would win this seat. What we wanted to do was make sure 
that whoever won the seat -- white, black, Asian, et cetera, et cetera --would understand that 
the number of people in that district dictates that they represent them in a way that is fair 
and effective. And so we don't care what it is, but we want them to understand that there's 
enough people in that district that their needs need to be taken into consideration and they 
need to represent them. And with what we think is going to happen in looking at some of the 
preliminary maps and so forth, is that we will have enough people in those districts that, 
whoever represents that district, must be fair to it and has a constituency that they're going 
to be responsible to being representative of. And we hope that there is --Like I said, Adam 
Smith has proved himself over and over to be a very capable legislator, and – but whoever it 
is, they have a constituency that needs them now more than ever. And like I said, from the 
committee standpoint, we're glad that you did take a measured approach and, in our opinion, 
are --Right now we're very cautiously optimistic that what you've done here is really good 
work, and I want to commend you. I'd never do your job for all of the tea in China for what 
you've had to go through. But you -- you've really been introspective. And we thank you for 
listening to us. We thank you for having extra meetings. Senator Gorton, Mr. Ceis, they've 
come out, and when we – when we wanted to have an extra meeting up in SeaTac, the 
community asked for it, they got it so that some of the people who couldn't come all the way 
down to Olympia were able to get their voices heard. It's that kind of fairness that I think sets 
Washington state apart. So it doesn't really matter who this -- whose sits behind the table as 
long as we keep getting people who are fair-minded and who want the best for the citizens of 
the state. That's what we're all about. So thank you for all your hard work, and I congratulate 
you a the process as you keep moving through it. COMM. CEIS: Mr. Miles, I -- I thought I heard 
you volunteering for 2021.  MR. MILES:I said that it would be good to have the diversity of 
interests.  

12/28/11 Nate Miles       Olympia Testimony 4     CONTINUED...But if called, as -- as many of you who have been called on over and over again, 
I know it's time-consuming, and it's a lot of work. But thank you for being willing to -- to put 
up with it and take time away from your families and give up your holidays. And, boy, you are 
a -- a good crew. 

12/28/11 concernedvoter       Olympia Webcast 1     you would get more public comments on the plan if you didn't publish home phone and 
private emails online 

12/28/11 SeaVoter       Olympia Webcast 2     How can we give feedback without having our personal phone numbers and emails posted 
online? 

12/28/11 SeaVoter       Olympia Webcast 3     where can we see the map? 
12/28/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 4     Good work! 
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12/28/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 5     That tiny piece of Douglas County in the 8th CD seems out of place. 
12/28/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 6     Appreciate the reduction in split cities, excellent goal met. 
12/28/11 Curious Observer       Olympia Webcast 7     Is growth built into districts? 
12/28/11 Robert       Olympia Webcast 8     Any update on tweaking on the Cies/Gorton LD lines? 
12/28/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 9     I'll echo what Sue Lani said; the fewer split cities, the better. 
12/28/11 Curious Observer       Olympia Webcast 10     wow a public meeting goes into recess 10 minutes into meeting - they should have shared the 

maps ahead of time 
12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 11     This is a pretty bad map. This is concrete proof we need to remove parties from redistricting. 
12/28/11 SeaSingleVoters       Olympia Webcast 12     Is the new map online? 
12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 13     It is very sad to see racial gerrymandering come to Washington. Gary Locke was elected 

Governor, Ron Sims was elected King County Executive, Norm Rice was elected Seattle Mayor, 
and so on. Minorities do not need special districts to get elected in Washington, and it is 
dishonest to suggest otherwise. 

12/28/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 14     http://wa-demchairs.org/2011/redistrictingproposals.php 

12/28/11 SeaSingleVoters       Olympia Webcast 15     The largest minority in Seattle are single voters - over 40% vs 18% families - why not a district 
for us? 

12/28/11 Voter       Olympia Webcast 16     Just checking in. 
12/28/11 Voter       Olympia Webcast 17     Has the commission taken a vote? 
12/28/11 Douglas Kerley, 

PCO 
  Lynnwood   Olympia Webcast 18     Looks like you redistricted the 2nd Congressional to gather up every Democrat in Shohomish, 

Skagit and Whatcom county. 
12/28/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 19     I thought a decision had been made and that the commission had arrived at consensus> 
12/28/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 20     Never would have thought that Eastern Washington would be the hang-up. 
12/28/11 Model Citizen       Olympia Webcast 21     Wow looks like we just got trolled.... 
12/28/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 22     Present today, please! 
12/28/11 Chad Lupkes, 

Chair 
46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 23     Will the proposed maps being presented now be posted on the website? 

12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 24     Tom Huff is okay with a majority-minority congressional district because it benefits his party 
by keeping Bellevue (and Democratic votes) out of the 1st district. He doesn't want to risk a 
real majority-minority legislative district in Eastern Washington because that would benefit 
the Democrats. 

12/28/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 25     Can you do a quick zoom into Spokane County? 
12/28/11 Robert       Olympia Webcast 26     Any changes on the Cies/Gorton LD map of Western WA or is it considered final?? 
12/28/11 Matt Watkins, 

Mayor 
City of Pasco Pasco   Olympia Webcast 27     Yes, we understand you can't put the whole Tri-Cities in one district--the 8th with Kennewick 

and Richland makes sense.  But there doesn't appear to be a need to split Pasco though.  
Keep Pasco in one district. 

12/28/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 28     Robert, I'm not expecting many changes West of the mountains. 
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12/28/11 Robert       Olympia Webcast 29     @chadlupkes.. i thought that was 95% agreed upon and only the county line district 

(king/peirce) needed to be tweaked 
12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 30     We need to keep in mind that many Hispanics are immigrants and children of immigrants who 

are still minors, neither of whom can vote. A 56% minority district will still be a district 
dominated by white voters. It would need to be closer to 75% minority to actually have a 
majority of VOTERS be minorities. But that would mean Republicans might lose the district, 
which is the only reason Tom Huff doesn't support it. He is not pro-Hispanic, he is pro-
Republican. 

12/28/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 31     My comments are on the Congressional Districts proposal released this morning. 

12/28/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 32     What about congressional districts? 
12/28/11 Joanna       Olympia Webcast 33     Majority minority districts do not necessarily serve any minority or majority well.  For 

instance, a minority  one or two districts of 30 to 40%, that is a substantial number can win 
and influence many districts.  However, a concentrated population in a sensible geographic 
area should not be purposely split to weaken its influence. 

12/28/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 34     Correct, Robert.  and may I say I'm enjoying this back and forth. :) 

12/28/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 35     The only Hispanics I know are  are insulted at the idea of forcing in them into one district. 
12/28/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 36     Because I'm sure the amount of Hispanics you know equals an adequate sample size to judge 

the thought process of the entire population. 
12/28/11 Chad Lupkes, 

Chair 
46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 37     http://redistricting.wa.gov/maps_draft.asp 

12/28/11 Mathew K.M. 
Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison 

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 38     this is the best and brightest? I was laughing at the guy on the risht throwing a tantrum 
before the break 

12/28/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 39     For months, I've been testifying on how splitting up a low density rural county disenfranchises 
as true minority. Lincoln County is fine with joining the 6th, 7th, 9th or 13th, but splitting us in 
two along Hwy 2 splits four small towns in half and effectively dilutes our county's ability to 
participate and be represented. PLease don't. 

12/28/11 Alex Galloway       Olympia Webcast 40     How about you resolve it right now instead of putting it off AGAIN.... That isn't very 
productive. 

12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 41     When will comments be read? 
12/28/11 Mathew K.M. 

Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison 

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 42     this is very counter productive, they are acting very childish, how many breaks have they 
taken today??? I have been trying to watch this since 11 a.m. 

12/28/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 43     So many breaks.. this is not productive and I cant believe they are doing this to WA 
12/28/11 Alex Galloway       Olympia Webcast 44     Why aren't the districts divided on natural borders? If we just give a weighted vote for each 

district, then we would be able to address localized issues, and then demographics wouldn't 

http://redistricting.wa.gov/maps_draft.asp
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be much of an issue anymore. 

12/28/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 45     In today's proposal, Douglas County will be split between Congressional Districts #4 and #8. In 
a very quick review of the proposal, I noticed the following issues. 
1) The proposal uses the road centerline of South and North Kentucky Ave for the boundary 
between Districts 4 & 8. This boundary is also the boundary of the City of East Wenatchee. 
However, the City boundary is not the road centerline, but the eastern right of way boundary. 
Please update this boundary to reflect the legal boundary of the City of East Wenatchee. 
2) In the vicinity of 19th Street NE and Sand Canyon Court, the Commission is not using the 
best boundary line for the City of East Wenatchee. This is a confusing area. Currently, the 
boundaries between Districts 4 & 8 split 2 houses in half and incorporate 3 houses in District 8 
that were probably intended to be located in District 4. 
3) There are other issues with the placement of boundary between Districts 4 & 8 along the 
City of East Wenatcheeâ€™s northern boundary. We ask that the Commission uses our GIS 
boundary for the City of East Wenatchee. 
4) Douglas County adopted new voting precinct boundaries earlier this month. The new 
Congressional District boundaries for District 4 & 8 will split 3 of our new precincts, thus 
creating precincts that will have few or no voters. This affects privacy in the issuance of 
election results by precinct. We ask that the Commission considers moving the boundaries of 
Districts 4 & 8 to match our precinct boundaries. 

12/28/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 46     when will you read online comments? 
12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 47     Online comments were never read earlier, though. They should all be read. 
12/28/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 48     Continuing my earlier comment: I am very happy to email the GIS layers of our new voting 

precinct boundaries and the City of East Wenatchee boundary to whomever I am directed. I 
am also prepared to send a GIS layer with the updated District boundaries as I have 
suggested, either later today or early tomorrow morning. To whom can I email these GIS 
layers? 

12/28/11 Derek Young       Olympia Webcast 49     Actually motion to adjourn does require a 2nd. There is also no debate. 
12/28/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 50     I would like to see the northern part of Grant county stay together. 
12/28/11 Alex Galloway       Olympia Webcast 51     If you need to work fast on this major issue, then WHY PUT IT OFF until the next day? 

Tomorrow you will suggest the same thing. 
12/28/11 Mathew K.M. 

Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison 

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 52     we are at the 11th hour and they have had all summer to work on the maps, leave the 
partisianship at the door, 

12/28/11 Patti Ensor       Olympia Webcast 53     I respectfully request that Lincoln County be kept together in the same legislative district.  
Four communities would be split roughly in half.  Their voters, chambers of commerce, etc., 
should have the opportunity to participate in this specific discussion. 

12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 54     Wow, shame on the commission for ignoring the public. 
12/28/11 CJ       Olympia Webcast 55     There are only a few days left. Why do the 2 Republican commission members want more 

delay? 
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12/28/11 Mathew K.M. 

Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison 

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 56     thank you Brian, 

12/28/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 57     I concur with Brian.  These people are a disgrace to democracy. 
12/28/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 58     With the output I see here for the congressional maps, we might as well have the legislature 

draw the maps. 
12/28/11 Ryan Grant   Medical Lake   Olympia Webcast 59     Again echoing what Sue Lani said, using Highway 2 as a dividing line would split towns like 

Reardan, Davenport, Wilbur, and Creston cleanly in two.  That's not healthy for our rural 
communities. 

12/28/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 60     Nothing is being ignored, Brian.  The issue is whether to read this social networking thread on 
the air. 

12/28/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 61     I think the Commission doesn't want people questioning their map, and is avoiding reading 
these online comments to facilitate that. 

12/28/11 Mathew K.M. 
Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison 

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 62     especially the "R"s 

12/28/11 Dave Koch ACRAnet Spokane     Email       I don’t have many questions just not too happy.  I am a rural constituent without broadband.  
When I open a map that takes forever then find virtually nothing on it I don’t know if the 
system is flawed or not. Right now it seems flawed.  For my rural area the Gordon map was 
totally out of reason and I am not happy if any part of that plan is adopted for Spokane 
County. 

12/28/11           SM   2 42 The proposed map released today, Dec. 28, are horrendous.  Seriously, what does Ferndale 
have in common with Bothel or Kirkland?  You've already ensure that the three idiot 
republicans who represent us in the state are safe, so now you want to saddle us with Koster 
or some other know nothing? 

12/28/11 Dan Buckley   Puyallup     SM   8 25 I do NOT care for the current Gorton-Ceis redistricting efforts. This plan takes me from the 
8th district and puts me in the new 10th district. It puts a large area of unincorporated Pierce 
County (South Hill of Puyallup) in this new Olympia-dominated district. Although we were 
always in the outskirts of the district (8 and the new 10), I feel that the 8th better suits our 
community.  The new redistricting runs down the middle of Meridian in Puyallup, splitting the 
area in half.  Being on the west side of Meridian, we are thrown into the new "Olympia" 
district. Sorry, but we in Puyallup have nothing in common with Olympia. Nor do we want to 
share a congressional district with them. 

12/28/11 John Pickens   Zillah     SM   4 15 I recommend that the commission reject this proposal.  Kittitas county should remain in the 
4th Congressional District not become part of the 8th.  Eastern & Western Washington have 
different interests. 

12/28/11 Laura Poyneer   Kent     SM   8 47 This comment is in regard to the draft proposal for Congressional districts released on 
December 28, 2011. I would like to urge the commission to reconsider how the boundary 
lines are drawn between the 8th and 9th districts in the Kent East Hill area and to include 
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more of Kent East Hill within the proposed new 9th district, particularly the area east of 104th 
Ave SE to 132 Ave SE and south of SE 240th to Highway 516. This area is much more similar to 
the proposed new 9th district than to a predominately suburban, exurban, and rural new 8th 
district. The ethnically diverse population of this area may be better represented within the 
9th district than in the 8th. Thank you for your consideration. 

12/28/11 James A Manning Michele's Closet, Inc. Lakewood     SM   6 29 It appears to me that the redistricting committee made a valiant effort to provide an equal 
balance of the population statistics when generating the proposed redistricting map for 
Washington State. They are to commended for not being like many of the states that sought 
to restrict the ability of minority persons to exercise the Constitutional right to vote. 

12/28/11 Tim Gould   Seattle     SM   7 43 The newly released Ceis-Gorton plan today places the 10th Congressional District where it 
sensibly belongs.  The stretching and refining of boundaries places this district where I 
expected it would go all along.  My only complaint about the plan is for the northwest part of 
the state.  The 1st and 2nd districts ought to be divided north and south, not generally east 
and west.  Make the 1st CD mostly a Snohomish Co. district and the 2nd CD mostly a Skagit, 
Whatcom Co. and islands district.  Keep major watersheds and large counties as intact as 
possible in drawing the boundaries. 

12/28/11 Kristy Fox Weiszmann Fox Law 
Office PLLC 

Issaquah     SM   8 48 Issaquah does not belong in the revamped 8th District, with its greatly expanded rural 
coverage. Just when the City of Issaquah has approved a major urban redevelopment project 
confirming Issaquah's role as a feeder community to Seattle and Bellevue, the City is 
separated from  Western Washington's urban areas and relegated to congressional stepchild 
status. Issaquah and the Sammamish plateau are not rural areas, and their citizens do not 
deserve to be shuffled off into a rural Congressional district. 

12/28/11 Jena F. Gilman   North 
Bonneville 

    SM   8 5 I believe that Commissioners Ceis and Gorton have done an outstanding job of balancing all 
the factors that must be considered in Congressional redistricting.  As a resident of North 
Bend, I feel just at home in an 8th Congressional District that includes Kittitas and Chelan as I 
did when it included Mercer Island and Bellevue.  I am very happy with the new "I-90" district.  
Thank you,  Jena Gilman 

12/28/11 Alberta J 
Mehring, Retired 

  Olympia     SM   3 20 Good job guys!  I live in Olympia and am really pleased to be out of the 3rd Cong. District. We 
have waited a long time to get this designation. 

12/28/11 C Wright    Colbert     SM   5 4 In reviewing the proposed maps for Foster & Huff - all I can say is you did not listen to any of 
the local testimony, you have put the northern part of the 4th into the 7th where we have NO 
similarities.  This could have been a very easy fix if only you would listen to people who live 
here rather than thinking you know best - which you obviously don't. 

12/28/11 Jim Adams   Reardon     SM       Splitting Lincoln county along Highway 2 is flat out stupid.  You're going to take 4 small towns 
of around 800 people and split them in half.  There is now way you can accurately represent 
this way. 

12/28/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 I urge the Redistricting Commission to keep Pasco intact in a single legislative district as the 
City of Pasco and Pasco School District recently affirmed via resolution.  The most recent 2/28 
proposal by Foster not only appears to accomplish this goal, but also follows county lines for 
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all of Franklin County and others in the proposed 9th district.  It also seems a better fit than 
the 12/28 proposal by Huff that appears to divide counties unnecessarily by pulling part of 
Pasco and Franklin County into the 16th while also moving part of Spokane County into the 
9th.  Please keep Pasco intact.    Thanks all for your hard work on this important work. 

12/28/11           SM   5 6 Congressional Maps look good.    On the eastern washington legislative maps --   -Lincoln 
County needs to be in one legislative district!  -while I am a republican, I do believe Foster's 
map is better in Spokane county for the simple fact that the 6th isn't so gerrymandered.  
HOWEVER -- instead of playing incumbent protection, just make the 6th legislative district 
south of the river and the 3rd north of the river.  It would make MUCH MUCH more sense . . . 

12/28/11 Scott Meyer         Email       Click to view message: Comment on Proposed Congressional Districts 

12/28/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 I apologize and retract a part of my last comment.  It appears the Foster proposal also divides 
a portion of Pasco and takes a small piece of Franklin County to the 16th.  I would urge both 
to reconsider and keep Pasco and Franklin County intact. 

12/29/11 Andrew Graham   Grapeview     Email       My name is Andrew Graham, I live in Grapeview, Mason County, 35th LD, 6th CD, and I 
appreciate this opportunity to write to you. I notice several of the proposed Congressional 
District lines do not coincide with Legislative District lines when it would be a relatively 
straightforward adjustment to do so. In particular, the southern edge of the proposed 6th CD 
aligns with the 2000 Legislative district lines but not the latest proposal. There are two 
problems with this. Legislative Districts are designed to put like communities together, and 
the citizens of the district have a significant common bond in their common legislators and 
senator. Splitting these communities isn't in their best interest. Elected officials at the 
Legislative and Congressional levels work together. Keeping their districts aligned as well as 
practical will improve this collaboration. Going back to the particulars of the 6th CD, the 
current proposal removes the Mason County seat of Shelton from the 6th CD into the 10th, 
leaving the rest of the county in the 6th. This cuts the heart out of Mason County and will 
harm both its residents and its government's effectiveness. Therefor, I recommend that the 
entirety of Mason County be returned to the 6th CD, and that the border between the 6th 
and 3rd CDs follow the proposed border between the 19th and 24th Legislative Districts as 
described in the Foster-Huff plan of December 16. 

12/29/11 Becky Graham   Newman 
Lake 

    Email       I strongly oppose Commissioner Huff's redistricting proposal. Cheney, Medical Lake,and 
Airway Heights should absolutely be included in the 6th District. They interact closely with 
Spokane County communities, industry and legislators and their interests should be further 
incorporated versus continuing to be isolated. Commissioner Ceis initially proposed a map 
that incorporates logical boundaries using streets as major borders and should be 
reconsidered. Splitting Spokane County into 4 districts versus 5 is important if our interests 
are to be represented in the state legislature. Commissioner Huff's proposal blatantly 
disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban parts of Spokane County. It is simply not 
in the best interest of our community. It is offensive that you are abandoning Spokane County 
in this effort and hope you will quickly rectify this. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0127.pdf
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12/29/11 Carol Paul   Lincoln 

County 
    Email       As I look at commissioner Huff’s redistricting plan, I am trying to figure out how it meets any 

of the commission’s criteria by dividing Lincoln County along highway 2.   The southern 
portion of this plan drags a person 195 miles from one end to the other for a 3+ hour’s driving 
time through country with which the Eastern end has very little in common socially, 
economically and culturally with the western end.  The plan also not only divides towns in 
half, but also school districts, fire districts, commissioner districts and other municipal 
jurisdictions.  We have a low population density.  Considering we are already outnumbered in 
Olympia, it seems as though we are being discriminated against in that it would be nearly 
impossible for anyone to well represent us when it is much more convenient for politicians to 
listen only to the people closest to Olympia.  Splitting our population makes it very difficult 
for our citizens to be engaged in the political process. Is the Ballard community lobbying for a 
Scandinavian district?    In listening to the comments regarding Hispanic representation, I 
think creating districts that give special advantages to a segment of the population based on 
skin color or country of origin is very regressive.  We are never going to be a color blind 
country as long as government continues to draw distinctions.   I should think that minority 
peoples would be offended by government pandering,  but since some members of the 
redistricting commission are bent on creating a minority majority district, I think Lincoln, 
Adams and Grant Counties could be one district of persons of German, Russian, Scandinavian 
descent.  It is getting down to the wire.  It is time to start drawing districts based on common 
sense and the criteria you professed rather than on points on a graph.   As with so many 
things, it works well on paper, but not in real life.  Do not divide Lincoln County.  Put us 
entirely in the 7th, 9th or wherever, but don’t hack us up.  

12/29/11 Cecily Wright         Email       I live in an area 10 miles north of the I-90 referred to as Green Bluff.  The residents here work 
in Spokane, shop in Spokane, go to church in Spokane, obtain their health care in Spokane 
and send their children to schools in the Mead School District. I attended the meeting you 
held here in Spokane at the Spokane Falls Community College, listened to the testimony and 
recognized that there was a very simple fix to adjust the numbers for Legislative Districts 3, 4 
and 6.  Our suggestions left the legislative districts similar to what they are presently with the 
4th giving up a few western precincts to the 3rd to balance out the numbers.  Likewise very 
little needed to be done to adjust the 6th.  Why you have decided to totally redraw the 
districts is beyond our comprehension. The proposal you have come up with is ludicrous - 
especially as it pertains to the 4th District.  Speaking for those of us in the 4th that now 
appear to be in the 7th - how does this represent the citizens?  We have NOTHING in 
common with the 7th - described as sparsely populated with concerns about wolves and 
other predators. Do what the citizens requested at the local meeting.  Your results indicate 
you have absolutely no understanding of this area and therefore should not be entitled to 
make these types of decisions that we - the citizens you are supposed to be working for - 
would be forced to live with for the next ten years. The 4th does not need to be so drastically 
changed.  Please reconsider your plan. 
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12/29/11 Daniel J. 

Morrissey, 
Professor of Law  

Gonzaga University 
School of Law 

Spokane     Email       Dear Commissioners, I strongly support including Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney in 
the new 6th District.  We should have a legislative district that keeps representation for 
Spokane County together and does not fracture it.  These communities naturally are part of 
Spokane. Thank you for your consideration.  

12/29/11 Darrel Parsons   Davenport     Email       Please DO NOT split Lincoln County in half, this divides our school, fire districts as well as our 
cities and other municipalities. While Lincoln County is a rural area with low density, we share 
the least social ties with the counties on the proposal of Huff 13th District.  Again !  -  Being 
part of Eastern Washington we Do Not have much of a voice in state issues now, ( I would 
consider us a minority group ) Please do not split Lincoln County's voice ! 

12/29/11 David Anderson   Seattle     Email       With only a few days to go until your constitutional mandate to finalize a plan for 
redistricting, the commission needs to create a true minority-majority legislative district in 
Eastern Washington.  A plan that creates a district that is only marginally minority-majority 
will not truly represent the interests of the Hispanic population of Eastern Washington.  This 
is a true community of interest and it deserves a seat a the legislative table.  I urge the 
commission not to create a token minority-majority district with a minority population just 
barely over 50% and instead create a minority-majority district that has a real likelihood of 
electing members of color to the state legislature. 

12/29/11 Diane Crow   Spokane     Email       Commissioners:  As someone who has lived and campaigned for candidates for nearly 15 
years in Spokane County, the plan is best that supports Airway Heights, Medical Lake and 
Cheney interests and values in a legislative district that is wholly within the confines of the 
Spokane County Borders.  Thank you for your continuing efforts on behalf of Washington 
voters. 

12/29/11 G. Derek Policani   Cheney     Email       I am G. Derek Policani a resident of Cheney, WA.  I have just received news that consideration 
is being given to reassign 9A to a different Legislative District.  I  would like to inform you that 
I do not wish to see any adjustment to this District's boundaries or a realignment to another 
Legislative District out side of Spokane County for what I see as being only for political  
reasons.   It is imperative that 9A remains aligned to Spokane County due to the mix of both 
City and Rural residents that depend on the provided representation from the current mix of 
elected officials that know their constituents and their needs.  To disrupt this high quality 
representation mix would not, in my opinion, meet the current or future needs of this 
District's voters.   

12/29/11 Gary Swartz   Otis Orchard     Email       The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis initially seems to best 
incorporate logical boundaries especially as it pertains to using streets as major borders. 
Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the 
recent Foster plan and initial Ceis plan propose. Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney 
interests and values are best voiced in a legislative district that is wholly captured in the 
confines of the Spokane County Borders. I support only splitting Spokane County into 4 
districts versus 5.  This makes a great deal more sense for our community in Spokane to 
ensure our interests are most truly represented in Olympia. To settle for a map, like 
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Commissioner Huff proposed, seems to blatantly disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County. The recent Commissioner Huff map does not seem to take 
into account using streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane 
legislative districts. The Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the representation 
for Spokane and Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the constituents of the 
City of Spokane or Spokane County. 

12/29/11 Glen R. Larson, 
PCO Precinct 
4002 

        Email       I live in Chattaroy, about a dozen miles north of Spokane.  I have nothing in common with the 
current district #7, which is the barely developed region north of Spokane County.  All of my 
business and social affiliations are in the Spokane City and Valley area.  There certainly has to 
be a more appropriate way to do this than carving off the northern end of the Spokane metro 
area and casting us away from the rest of the county.  I would certainly hope that you are 
paying attention to what the citizens of this area want.  We may live on the east side of the 
state, but we also deserve consideration.  I retired back here after pursuing a career that took 
me to other parts of the U.S.  I brought my retirement checks and investments back here to 
the benefit of the state and the county.   Did I make a mistake?  I am irritated!  We should 
continue to be part of the 4th District! 

12/29/11 Jim Wavada 6th LD  Spokane     Email       Thumbs down on Commissioner Huff’s strained attempt at dividing Spokane County into safe 
districts for incumbents and the unnecessary creation of a fifth district.  Spokane County’s 
suburban communities like Cheney and Medical Lake include a mixture of conservative and 
progressive blocks and they should be incorporated in the existing 6th District reflecting the 
actual population in this District.  Let’s not start slicing and dicing up Spokane County to 
pretend that we can legislatively prevent changes in voting patterns that simple 
demographics are driving.  Dump the Huff plan, so that we in Spokane County can be fairly 
represented by people we actually choose. 

12/29/11 Joe Collins pco 4415 Spokane     Email        What kind of BS is this? We are continuously having these garbage lines shoved down our 
throats by neo cons like Slade Gordon. Its obvious the goal of these party-first bozos is to 
maintain control of this floundering ship for a few more cycles. Hope you have quality pdfs. If 
redistricting was done in a proper manner the party and the local populace would, at a grass 
roots level, be able to make real corrections to this broken system. The REAL public needs to 
be listened to on the matter. Oh well, with these idiots running redistricting, it won't take 
long for the coming collapse to occur. Therefore, relinquishing control back to the local 
populace, who is truly capable, and has the desire, to correct the destruction of this once 
great republic. So c'mon and put the inevitable in fast forward so we can get started on taking 
back what we've worked for these past several years. You cannot stop the RiGHT with your 
wrong approach. 

12/29/11 John Christina, 
State 
Committeeman 

Spokane County 
Republican Party 

Spokane     Email       I am opposed to the redistricting of Spokane County Legislative Districts as proposed thus far. 
I believe the interests of the County are best served by keeping the LD boundaries as close as 
possible to their current configuration. I live in the north part of the 6th LD, and according to 
the most current map, I will be redistricted to the 7th. The 7th is a ruraI district and I firmly 
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believe it should remain that way. Adding the north part of the 6th to the 7th radically 
changes the characteristics of the 7th. I think it is much more prudent to keep the north 
suburban area of the 6th in the 6th. I also am concerned with your plans for the 9th LD. I 
believe the needs of the citizens is best served by keeping the 9th in Spokane County. Please 
seriously consider the input you receive from the citizens of Eastern Washington, and keep 
our LDs as close as possible to their current configuration. 

12/29/11 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email from John Milem with attachment 

12/29/11 John Nelson   Reardon     Email       With the few numbers represented in Lincoln County, it would seem unnecessary to split the 
count for the purpose of balancing numbers.  What you do to our representation is farm 
more detrimental to us that the splitting gains for any other purpose.  

12/29/11 Jon Wyss         Email       I recently saw a proposed map that takes the 9th legislative district from Spokane County. 
This is a terrible idea. The 9th district has been in Spokane for over 20 years. The rural area of 
Spokane county contains a considerable amount of agriculture lands that are more 
economically in line with the rural 9th district. They don't have the same economy as the 
small business that supports the large populations of Spokane in and ad itself. Part of 
redistricting is to consider economic issues and this is a major issue. Please reconsider 
removing the plan calling for The 9th district to be purged from Spokane county.  The areas in 
and around Spangle are counting on you to represent their rural interests and not combine 
them with the non agricultural base of Spokane county.  

12/29/11 Karen and Allan 
MacKay 

  Sedro-
Woolley 

    Email       Since we, in Whatcom County, at the south end of Lake Whatcom, appear to have ended up 
in District 2, we are sure we have joined a Gerry-mandered district.  How can anyone say this 
is good representation?  How can you take Sedro Woolley and not Mt. Vernon?  How can you 
take Glenhaven and Woodinville and have any sense of good government?  This is a farce!  
The idea of straight lines and neighborhood representation is long gone! 

12/29/11 Keith and Noelle 
Morris 

  Wenatchee     Email       As a property owner in Wenatchee we highly object to the new redistricting proposals. We on 
the east side of the state have always had very little influence in the decisions that are made 
in King, Pierce and Snohomish Counties. These three counties as you very well know, basically 
guide the state in policy. We do NOT want to be included in the new 8th district and and feel 
that by having a representative that is living in King county, he/she will not care, know, or 
understand the needs and wishes of Chelan, Kittitas, or Douglas county. The ruse suggested 
by Mr. Gorton that this will increase the republican base in the new 8th district is ludicrous. I 
want local representation by local people. To put it mildly, my wife and are are furious about 
this misguided proposal, and reject it wholeheartedy. 

12/29/11 Kristen Cejka 7th LD Spokane     Email       I am totally against  Commissioner Huff's plan for Spokane County. We need 4, not 5 
Legislative districts. All of south western Spokane County needs to be in the 6th LD. Cheney, 
Medical Lake and Airway Heights will not be well served at all to be in the 9th LD. Spokane 
has a distantly bi-partisan make-up and that needs to be considered in this new plan. 

12/29/11 Lara Family         Email       My family and myself have been long time residents of the beautiful Lower Yakima Valley. We 
as a part of the current 15th Legislative district take pride in the small town, Americana, 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0136.pdf
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atmosphere that this area supports. The cities of Sunnyside and Grandview, which lie on the 
border, tend to rely heavily on each other for resources. It is a shame to me to consider that if 
the new district lines do go into effect, placing Sunnyside into Franklin county, this will serve 
as a division of the unity that we have come to depend and take pride in. I cannot stress how 
important it is to keep the :Lower Yakima Valley intact. Please consider these thoughts into 
your decision.  

12/29/11 Mary Weathers         Email       I would favor only splitting Spokane County into 4 districts instead of  5.  This makes much 
more sense for Spokane to make sure our interests are  truly Airway Heights, Medical Lake 
and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the recent Foster plan and initial 
Ceis plan propose. Additionally, those 3 communities interests and values are best voiced in 
an LD that is totally within the confines of the Spokane County Borders. The map that 
Commissioner Huff proposed seems to woefully disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County. That map does not seem to take into account using 
streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane LD’s.represented in 
Olympia. The 6th L D boundaries  proposed by Commissioner Ceis at the outset seems to best 
incorporate logical boundaries as it pertains to using streets as major borders. 

12/29/11 Nate Bridges CPA   Sunnyside     Email       I am writing to plead Sunnyside's case against redistricting our community into the 9th 
district.  This move makes no sense to me and essentially blinds us to current events. I've 
been a business owner in Sunnyside for the last 29 years and everything we do is connected 
to Yakima and the upper valley.  We are 35 miles from Yakima and 45 miles from the Tri 
Cities.  That extra ten miles is a huge difference.  We do not associate ourselves with Benton 
or Franklin Counties, or any of the communities there.  All of our outside business services 
come from "up" the valley and not the Tri Cities.  Our telephone support, office supplies, sign 
companies, and advertising, to name a few, come out of Yakima.  Personal service contractors 
such as dry wallers, insulators, asphalt companies, and carpenters, all come out of Toppenish 
and Yakima.  Furthermore, our businesses are different in the valley from the Tri Cities area.  
Our agricultural commodities are mostly different and our agricultural practices are mostly 
different from the Tri Cities.  We never get services from the Tri Cities. It is only ten miles 
further to the Tri Cities, but the climate, topography. population, agricultural practices, court 
system, news sources, and general business routine are all different to us.  Maybe even 
indifferent.  We are connected to Yakima and the upper valley much more so than we are 
Benton or Franklin counties and so our representation should be aligned with Yakima county 
as well. We barely receive the Tri City news or radio stations and they just don't cover our 
area.  If we want current events coverage, the Yakima newspapers, radio, and television 
stations are our only choice.  Why would the state seek to put our residents into a district 
where the residents are not fully represented and would have a difficult time getting news on 
political current events?  Surely you are not looking to create uniformed voters. I may not 
have expressed myself well and I am not the most informed person concerning re-districting.  
I just barely heard about this suggestion and found it discouraging enough to write.  The 
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Sunnyside area is as unattached to the Tri Cities as we are to Seattle.  It might look like we are 
close on a map, but that isn't how we live our lives or operate our businesses. 

12/29/11 Nicholas 
CastroLang 

Student University of 
Idaho and voting 
member of the 6th 
Legislative District 

Spokane     Email       I realize the pressure that the Commission is under and I appreciate all the hard work that you 
have done to this point. However I feel it is irresponsible to implement a map such as the one 
proposed by Commissioner Huff and here is my believe of why I see it as irresponsible. I 
recommend as someone who has lived in the 6th District for 9 years and has voted in every 
election the 6th District for 4 years since I turned 18 in 2007 that the 6th District be 
redistricted into a more competitive district. It is absolutely absurd to redistrict the 6th into a 
republican safe seat. The reason the commission was formed was to avoid these types of 
gerrymandering tactics by a controlling party. I think it is totally unfair and does not do the 
6th district any justice. The goal is to create something that is more representative of 
different types of lifestyles, backgrounds and political ideologies. This is a political game and it 
is irresponsible to play such games. As a Political Science major at the University of Idaho I 
have taken a Congress class that focused on gerrymandering and I have seen that political 
gerrymandering causes divides such as in Texas when Democratic lawmakers fled the state to 
Oklahoma to avoid a vote on an unfair political gerrymandering proposal by the leading 
Republican Caucus. I think that Commissioner Huff and all members of the Commission 
should work together to create competitive districts that represent the people of Spokane 
County and the 6th District more fairly. I hope you reconsider because the current map that 
was proposed by Commissioner Huff sets a bad example for future Commissions. Thanks for 
all your hard work and I hope you consider this recommendation in your decision, 

12/29/11 Parrett         Email       I'm not sure who drew your map. it's obvious the person doesn't know how to draw lines 
because it's very confusing. The new 10th district goes up into part of Mason County and it 
makes no sense from the map because it's not a straight line what will be in the 10th District 
in Mason County and what will stay in its original district. I wish people would learn how to 
draw maps correctly so you can read them. It's just really strange having that little bump 
shoot up their and be Wiggly.  

12/29/11 Rich Cowan         Email       After studying maps proposed by Commissioner Huff and Commissioner Ceis, I believe the 
Ceis version makes the most sense.  It best incorporates logical boundries and keeps several 
communities together.  It also splits Spokane county into 4 districts instead of 5. Thank you so 
much! 

12/29/11 Rob and Stefani 
Johnson 

        Email       In regards to the recent plan to join Wenatchee into the 8th district my husband and I 
strongly object. As well as many of our friends and family from our area. The eastern portion 
of the State of Washington has little voice in anything that happens here as it is. This would 
appear to be another attempt to silence us further. The Census Bureau did not do an accurate 
job surveying our area as I alone received 3 forms to fill out at the time. A suspicious 
maneuver in itself. Perhaps another name for the Census should be Acorn. To include 
Wenatchee in this redistricting would certainly buy the Westsider's the minority vote for the 
2012 election. But you continue to make blanket decisions that do nothing to help this 
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agricultural area. It is suppose to be a representative government. Wenatchee and Bellevue 
have completely different needs. Our numbers are very small by comparison. Although your 
intentions may be good, what kind of representation can this redistricting bring for our city?  

12/29/11 Shane Laib   Walla Walla     Email       In the proposed split of Walla Walla County between the 4th and 5th Congressional Districts, 
in which district do the towns of Lowden and Touchet fall?  

12/29/11 Shelley 
Sieverkropp 

  Creston     Email       The proposed split of Lincoln County makes no sense!  Lincoln County contains less than 2% 
of the state's population.  It makes no sense to divide this county.  Splitting Lincoln County 
along Hwy 2 splits four out of the seven incorporated towns roughly in half, including the 
county seat, roughly in half, along with their respective school and fire districts. Reducing the 
number of cities and other municipal jurisdictions split by boundaries was a stated goal of the 
Commission. Splitting low density rural counties between legislative districts makes it difficult 
for local citizens to stay meaningfully involved – too few people, too many miles, too many 
meetings. While Lincoln County shares some economic, cultural and social ties with each of 
its neighboring counties, it shares the least with the counties of the proposed Huff 13th 
District. A 13th legislative district stretching from Reardan to Roslyn would be difficult for 
anyone to represent well. While Lincoln County may only be a pawn in the larger discussion, 
we deserve the same respect as any other minority group. We are clearly a ”community of 
interest. 

12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     Email       I’m pretty sure I’ve made my comments clear, starting with in person testimony at the one 
hearing held within a 100 miles of my house and continuing on the web broadcasts.  My 
frustration spilled into my blog tonight, Text and link below: Redistricting – Mind Over Maps  
(http://blog.seattlepi.com/forthright/2011/12/29/redistricting-mind-over-maps/) There has 
been an organized effort throughout the redistricting process to push for a majority minority 
district. To do so requires the crudest of racial profiling, and is counter to everything Dr. 
Martin Luther King hoped for when he longed for the day when his children would “not be 
judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.” It ignores the success 
of Washington politicians like Governor Gary Locke, Spokane Mayor James Chase and King 
County Executive Ron Sims. Instead of encouraging one Washington, it asks us to focus on 
clan loyalty. Is there still discrimination based on skin color? Yes, unfortunately, but 
diminishing with each generation. Will encouraging clan identification and physical separation 
help to reduce it? No, it will keep it alive.  We’ve seen how loyalty to clan over country works 
to divide and destroy in Afghanistan, Yugoslavia and Iraq. Let’s find a different pattern to 
emulate. Legislative districts should reflect communities of interest tied to key features of 
economy and environment, with constantly changing social makeup as a lesser factor. But if 
the Commissioners have their hearts set on creating a majority minority district, I’ve got one 
to suggest – mine. Here are the characteristics of my minority group: ? 

12/29/11 Tanya Riordan 6th LD  Spokane     Email       I strongly oppose Commissioner Huff's redistricting proposal. Cheney, Medical Lake,and 
Airway Heights should absolutely be included in the 6th District. They interact closely with 
Spokane County communities, industry and legislators and their interests should be further 
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incorporated versus continuing to be isolated. Commissioner Ceis initially proposed a map 
that incorporates logical boundaries using streets as major borders and should be 
reconsidered.- As a stated goal of the redistricting commission-Splitting Spokane County into 
4 districts versus 5 is important if our interests are to be represented in the state legislature. 
Commissioner Huff's proposal blatantly disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban 
parts of Spokane County. It is simply not in the best interest of our community. It is offensive 
that you are abandoning Spokane County in this effort and hope you will quickly rectify this.  

12/29/11 Virginia Schloredt         Email       Where is District #1, John Koster's district???? I don't understand why you guys "district out" 
our Representatives from underneath our feet. John Koster is MY County Councilman -- and 
for you to take him and put him in another district other than his "hometown district" is just 
not right.  It's PLAIN NOT RIGHT and it's NOT FAIR!!! 

12/29/11 Ryan       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

1     That tiny piece of Douglas county in the 8th Congressional District seems out of place. 

12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

2     the reduction of split cities, an "excellent goal met. 

12/29/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Online - As 
Read 

3     In today's proposal, Douglas County will be split between Congressional Districts 4 and 8. In a 
quick review of the proposal I notice the following issues: The proposal uses the road 
centerline of South and North Kentucky Avenue for the boundary between Districts 4 and 8; 
this boundary is also the boundary of the City of East Wenatchee. However, the City boundary 
is not the road centerline, but the eastern right of way boundary. Please update this 
boundary to reflect the legal boundary of the City of East Wenatchee. In the vicinity of 19th 
Street NE and Sand Canyon Court, the Commission is not using the best boundary for the City 
of East Wenatchee. This is a confusing area. Currently, the boundaries between Districts 4 and 
8 split two houses in half and incorporate three houses in District 8 that were probably 
intended to be located in District 4. There are other issues with the placement of boundary 
between District 4 and 8 along the City of East Wenatchee's northern boundary. And we ask 
that the Commission uses our GIS boundary for the City of East Wenatchee. Douglas County 
adopted new voting precinct boundaries earlier this month. The new Congressional District 
boundaries for District 4 and 8 will split 3 of our new precincts, thus creating precincts that 
will have few or no voters. And this affects privacy in the issuance of election results by 
precinct. We ask that the Commission consider moving boundaries of Districts 4 and 8 to 
match our precinct boundaries.  

12/29/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

4     Yes. We understand you can't put the whole Tri-Cities in one district -- the 8th with 
Kennewick and Richland makes sense. But there doesn't appear to be a need to split Pasco. 
Please keep Pasco in one district." 

12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     For months, I've been testifying on how splitting up a low density rural county disenfranchises 
a true minority. Lincoln County is fine with joining the 6th, 7th, 9th or 13th, but splitting us in 
two along Highway 2 splits four small towns in half and effectively dilutes our county's ability 
to participate and be represented. Please don't. 
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12/29/11 Patty Enzer        Olympia Online - As 

Read 
6     I respectfully request that Lincoln County be kept together in the same legislative district. 

Four communities would be split roughly in half. Their voters, chambers of customers, should 
have an opportunity to participate in this specific discussion. 

12/29/11 Ryan Grant   Medical Lake   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

7     Echoing what Sue Lani said, using Highway 2 as a dividing line would split towns like Reardan, 
Davenport, Wilbur, and Creston cleanly in two. And that's not healthy for our rural 
communities. 

12/29/11 Collin Jergens       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

13     I am frustrated that the commission is proposing to divide the Eastside into multiple 
congressional districts. Medina and Clyde hill have very little in common with rural Whatcom 
and Skagit Counties. Likewise, Sammamish and Issaquah have little in common with Chelan 
and Wenatchee. Please do not divide these communities that currently share so much in 
common. 

12/29/11 Brian Goss   Sammamish   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

14     It's disappointing to see racial gerrymandering come to Washington. Gary Locke was elected 
governor twice, Ron Sims was elected King County Executive three times, Norm Rice was 
elected Seattle Mayor twice, and so on. It's unfortunate that the congressional map in King 
County is illogical now due to the unnecessary minority-majority district. 

12/29/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Online - As 
Read 

18     Douglas County has reviewed the two proposed plans for Legislative Districts in eastern 
Washington. Here are our comments. Commissioner Tom Huff's plan would keep the whole 
of Douglas county in the 12th Legislative District with Chelan County and parts of Okanagan 
and Grant Counties. This plan is preferred by Douglas County as Douglas county is currently all 
in the 12th Legislative District. Commissioner Dean Foster's plan would split Douglas County 
between the 12th and the 13th Legislative Districts. The map seems to show that the majority 
of Douglas County would move from the 12th into the 13th District. We are unclear as to 
whether the Cities of East Wenatchee and Bridgeport and – our portion of Coulee Dam will be 
in the District 12 or 13. The map does not show enough detail to make this determination. 
Are there GIS files available for Commissioner Foster's plan, or can we see a more detailed 
map centered on Douglas County? 

12/29/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

21     Pasco is definitely a community of interest. While I appreciate Mr. Huff's points I still have 
difficulty with splitting Pasco up. If Mr. Foster's plan could be slightly modified to include 
Pasco in one district we would appreciate it. 

12/29/11 Tino Gallegos       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

26     it does not matter how evenly you distribute the Latino community in districts in 
Central/Eastern Washington, if any district does not reach above 50 percent Latino 
population, our community will be outvoted in every single election. The history of Latinos in 
Central and Eastern Washington has been a history of a group of people who work at the 
lowest wage and most dangerous jobs in their communities. Those needs have persisted to 
the present. The Latino community in Central and Eastern Washington has a very distinct 
need from state government that is not currently being met through their current political 
representation. Failure to guarantee the ability of that community to access state 
government through the political process is to foreclose the political process to them. That is 
why Dean Foster's concerns should be given due consideration 
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12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 

Read 
29     Lincoln County should not be split into two legislative districts when it only has about 10,000 

people." 
12/29/11 Karen Martin       Olympia Online - As 

Read 
30     Walla Walla County should not be split. We are mostly rural and do not have a lot in common 

with mostly metropolitan areas of Benton and Franklin Counties. 
12/29/11 Ryan Grant   Medical Lake   Olympia Online - As 

Read 
33     I'd like to echo what others have said about not splitting Lincoln County. And I'd like to say a 

word about keeping the western portion of Spokane County in the 7th Legislative District; 
we're real rural out here, and wouldn't really be a great fit for the suburban 6th Legislative 
District. 

12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     SM       People primarily of a single ethnic group, many only one two generations past English as a 
second language with immigrant roots as refugees from war and conflict. ? Economically 
stunted communities, an average population growth rate since statehood dramatically below 
the overall state average, with some neighborhoods experiencing negative growth as people 
have migrated out due to loss of economic opportunity. ? Constitutes less than 1% of the 
state’s total population and less than 40% of a legislative district, yet has always been split 
between districts and failed to consistently gain representation from within the group . . .Oh 
wait, there have been people from this minority group elected to the legislature in the past 
and present, maybe a minority group doesn’t have to be geographically ghettoized to 
participate in state politics. Maybe it’s a matter of eliminating the barriers in the mind and 
less worrying about lines on a map. We need to focus on changing hearts and minds. 
Redrawing maps won’t do it. The minority group I’m referring to is the six counties that make 
up the majority of the Palouse country – Adams, Asotin, Columbia, Garfield, Lincoln and 
Whitman. We are economically, environmentally and culturally a community of interest, but 
we are used to being treated like the Kurds when the European powers divided up the 
Ottoman Empire. We’ll manage, we always do. For each of these six rural counties, I’ve been 
advocating to the Redistricting Commission that whatever district we are assigned to make 
the numbers balance out, please don’t split any small rural county into two legislative 
districts. So what does the December 29th map show? Lincoln County divided along Highway 
2, splitting in half four out of seven incorporated towns, ten precincts, five school districts, 
four fire districts, and one hospital district.  A third of our county would be in the 7th District, 
which stretches north to the Canadian border. The remainder would be in the 13th District, 
whose western boundary would be Snoqualmie Pass. If you wanted to discourage a minority 
group from participating in politics, this is how you would do it. The kindest and most 
printable local reaction has been “are they out of their ever lovin’ minds?” Maybe. We’ll see 
what happens when the Redistricting Commission finalizes maps this weekend. 

12/29/11 Douglas Kerley, 
PCO 

  Lynnwood   Olympia Testimony 8     I'm Douglas Kerley. I was quite disappointed with the 2nd Congressional District. It seems as 
though every Democrat in Snohomish, Skagit, and Whatcom County had been gathered up 
and segregated into a district. I would think a more east-west split between the 1st and the 
2nd District would make more sense. As it is now the 2nd District is a cutting out the 
Democrat heart of the old 1st District, and now the -- the 1st District is extended from Point 
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Roberts to Fall City and beyond. It's -- it doesn't make a lot of sense to me. And I think it 
opens us up to legal challenge. And it's easy to fix now, but subsequently it's going to be very 
difficult and very expensive to fix in the courts. Thank you. 

12/29/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 9     I'm John Milem, I live in Vancouver, and I'm an advocate for redistricting in the public interest. 
On congressional, my examination of the map that was made available yesterday indicates to 
me that there are more cities split than we were told yesterday. The City of Burien is split, and 
Lynnwood also is. With Lynnwood there's nothing can be done about it as long as you 
separate Edmonds and Lynnwood into separate districts because there's a part of Lynnwood 
with four people in it, which is entirely enclosed within the City of Everett. In Burien the issue 
is in the North Highline annexation at the extreme northeast corner of -- yes. Well, you can 
see it right there. It shows up -- the black to the left of the white line Nick's indicating, there 
are 34 people up there in Burien that have been separated from the City of Burien. I -- I -- last 
night I sent the staff an e-mail on the congressional -- and congressional-district- boundary 
problems that I saw, not these, but -- but you know, the zero-population kind of things that 
don't make any sense and are easy to fix. So I assume that -- that that's been received and is 
been passed on. Thank you. This morning I -- I struggled last night with Skagit County. You 
have a number of situations in Skagit County in the congressional plan where you've isolated 
populations between a municipal boundary and a district boundary. In one case it's one 
person, in one case it's three persons, in another case -- in two other cases it's 34 persons. 
And I worked for a while last night, and I just said, "I can't do this tonight, so I quit." 
Fortunately this morning I was able to see a solution to it. So this morning I've sent the staff 
an e-mail proposing to move about 135 people each way between those two districts to -- to 
follow the municipal boundaries and avoid isolating those people between municipal 
boundaries and district boundaries. So those are the comments that I have on the 
congressional plan. COMM. FOSTER: Did you -- John, did you use the word "annexation" when 
you were talking about the 34 people in Burien? MR. MILEM: That's part of the North Highline 
annexation. COMM. CEIS: That's an annexation that just occurred last year, I believe. MR. 
MILEM: It's -- it's about a year ago, I think. Uh-huh. COMM. CEIS: Yeah. No. Those are very 
helpful comments and -- COMM. GORTON: Thank you. COMM. CEIS: -- corrections. I want to 
thank you for taking the time to -- MR. MILEM: Sure. COMM. CEIS: -- point those out to us. 
MR. MILEM: You're welcome. COMM. CEIS: Yeah. MR. MILEM: Legislative? CHAIRWOMAN 
POWELL: Yes, please.  

12/29/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 10     MR. MILEM: I'm going to tread on some people's toes in what I say now. The -- I feel 
personally hurt and I feel deeply offended on behalf of the voters of the state of Washington 
that the superficiality of skin color is made to be an issue which has to be dealt with by this 
Commission because the voters cannot be depended upon to make wise selections without 
being blinded by issues of skin color. I think that the history of the State of Washington clearly 
shows that that is not the case. And as I have listened multiple times and you have, too, to 
presentations from the people who -- who seem to want us to descend into racial and tribal 
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politics in this state, my heart just sinks because that's not one America; that's tribal America. 
The problems in Afghanistan and Iraq and Libya and a lot of other places today are an 
emphasis on "You're different from me, and my tribe has to have its recognition." In America 
we have birth-right citizenship. We have endorse and encourage diversity. And we should all 
be able to look at anyone and say, "He can represent me." And I just don't think that that's 
the spirit in which this whole issue's being presented to you. Now, the problem is that it's -- 
and there's a deep irony for me in the fact that the issue that you're hung up over is the very 
issue that is being raised, in my view, improperly, imprudently, and improvidently, and now 
you're stuck on it. A partial solution to this would be to stop dragging history into the future. 
One of you today said that these are the districts from which people are going to elect 
representatives for the next ten years. It's been probably 20, 30 years -- 30 years since the Tri-
Cities was entitled by population to dominate two legislative districts. But it has been very 
important to protect the history, which is that Walla Walla used to have a district of its own; 
Whitman County used to have a district of its own. Walla Walla and Whitman Counties 
provide representation today that their populations don't justify, and those populations are 
found by dividing Franklin County. When you divide Franklin County what you're doing is 
you're dividing an Hispanic population, which as Commissioner Ceis has very rightly said, if 
Franklin County's united, it's easy to give a good recognition to the population there. 
Swamping them in a district -- in one district that's dominated by Walla Walla and another 
district's dominated by Whitman County doesn't rep- -- doesn't represent at all the interests 
of Franklin County. So I think that a lot of the problems that are being -- that -- that you're 
stuck over can be solved if you're willing to move into the future, if you're willing to say Walla 
Walla and Whitman County no longer are entitled to each have their own representatives in 
the legislature at the expense of the Tri-Cities and Franklin County.  

12/29/11 John Milem   Vancouver   Olympia Testimony 11     MILEM...With respect to Spokane County, there's discussion as to how many districts that 
should be split into. The more important question, as the commenters have indicated today, 
is it's the small counties that shouldn't be split. And if -- if you're going to have to split 
counties, much better to make an additional split in a large county than it is to split a small 
county. So I would encourage you to get off the idea that you need to minimize the number 
of districts that you put Spokane County into. And I would like to speak about the issue of 
south Spokane County being with Whitman County. And that is that basically that's just an 
extension of the Palouse. You have that small-town characteristic of south Spokane County 
that is really more like Whitman County than it is like the rest of Spokane County. So I think 
that's a very, very justifiable way of dealing with that. I think that's all I have. Thank you.  

12/29/11 Ross Gallagher       Olympia Testimony 12     Okay. My name is Ross Gallagher. I reside in Shelton and Mason County. I'm a former Mason 
County commissioner. And I would like to thank the Commission for this opportunity. I re- -- I 
viewed the map. And I reviewed the maps that was produced yesterday to the public. And 
with Shelton included in the -- in the 10th District and also -- you know, and the 10th District 
clear goes around, you know, the south end of the Puget Sound. And some of us feel that 
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western-most boundary should be the Thurston-Mason line. And -- and to compensate for 
the loss of population, maybe the 10th District could move down to the Lewis County line and 
-- so it encompass all of Thurston County. And I know you have, you know, a tremendous job 
of juggling numbers and all that. But Mason County traditionally has been represented as a 
whole. And 40 years ago there was -- the 6th was part of the Mason County. But over the 
previous 30 years, we've represented by the 2nd District and the 6th. And personally I feel 
that our comm- -- or Congressman Norm Dicks, has done a (indiscernible) job representing all 
of Mason County. And I feel that all of Mason County should be in the 6th District. And also, 
align of the 6th District with the 35th. So that might help you, or it might create more 
problems for you. But I appreciate the work you've done. I know you're under a critical 
deadline. And I'd like to thank you for this opportunity. 

12/29/11 Douglas Kerley, 
PCO 

  Lynnwood   Olympia Testimony 15     Hi, I'm Douglas Kerley. I'm a current resident of the 21st District. On your new map I was 
moved into the 32nd District. You've joined Lynnwood with North Seattle in this long district. 
The problem I see with this is that both the 32nd and the 1st Districts are split between King 
and Snohomish County. And so at the county level both districts would not be able to have a 
full- throated representation in both counties because of the small numbers of the district 
members in both of the counties. It would be better, in my mind, in any case, to split Bothell, 
as it has been forever, again and move the 1st District entirely into Snohomish County, as 
opposed to have this little lump of Kirkland down there attached onto the 1st District. You 
know, this goes way back to the Kiskaddon Pimple and all of that. I've been involved in this for 
many, many years. And to compensate, move the 1st District over to Lynnwood-Montlake 
Terrace-Edmonds area, and then move the 32nd District over into the 46th District area, like 
to the Lake City Way road there in Seattle. And then move the 46th District over to take in 
southern Bothell and Kirkland. That would leave only the smallest portion of the 32nd District 
as it is now with only a very small portion in Snohomish County but the bulk of it in King 
County. So they would be well-represented on the -- at the county level. And the 1st District 
would be well-represented in Snohomish County. Thank you very much. 

12/29/11 Richard 
Champion 

      Olympia Testimony 16     I went with you last week to talk about the 30th and the 31st Districts along the King-Pierce 
County line. I know you've been focused on eastern Washington, but the -- that area still has 
to be resolved. As it stands now, you have the cities of Milton and -- the Pierce County 
portion of the City of Milton and the Pierce County City of -- of Pacific drawn into the 30th 
District, according to the Ceis-Gorton map. That puts the 30th District into Pierce County, in 
my estimation, unnecessarily for a grand total of, I believe, less than 7,000 people. 
Commissioner Ceis mentioned that he thought it was unnecessary, earlier this meeting, that 
the 9th be drawn into Spokane County for a grand total of 14,000 people, and we're talking 
half that number being drawn into the 30th District. At the -- last week I proposed that since 
cities of Milton and the City of Pacific are in both Pierce and King Counties, that they could 
possibly be drawn into the 31st District, which is already a Pierce-King district. This one here. 
We're in the purple. Would be drawn into the 31st District. That's the City of Pacific. The City 
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of Milton. And to make up the loss of the 25th, you could add some of these unincorporated 
areas. And to make up the loss on the 30th, you add some of the blue area in southwest of 
Auburn. This wouldn't displace any legislators other than Katrina Asay, who's in the King -- the 
single King County precinct in the 30th District. Conversely, if you didn't want to displace 
Katrina Asay, I propose that you put -- to keep the City of Pacific intact and one -- into one 
legislative district, you put it all into the 31st District, drawn in purple, and -- but keep the 
King-Pierce County line as it is now, not change the 25th. And, as I said before, make up for 
this loss of population by adding precincts in southwest King -- Auburn. This wouldn't displace 
any legislators. Or conversely, you could keep the line as is, keep the King County portion of 
Pacific in the 30th, keep the King County portion of Milton in the 30th, and keep whole the 
county line, and have the loss of Milton -- according to the Ceis-Gorton map, have that added 
into some of the precincts in southwest Auburn. Thanks. 

12/29/11 Tim Burns       Olympia Testimony 17     And basically I'm reiterating what Mr. Champion said and also Mr. Kerley in talking about the 
north end of King County. The cities of Bothell and Lynnwood were much larger in proportion. 
The changes being or splits between King and Pierce County -- or King and Snohomish County. 
At the south end the splits of Milton and Pacific are very, very minor. There's one precinct in 
Milton that is in King County; the rest are in Pierce County. There's one precinct of Pacific 
that's in Pierce County; the rest is in King County. So with the -- the difficulties that both 
parties are going to have in representation in dual counties, it doesn't make a whole lot of 
sense to me to have another district split between counties when there is a very reasonable 
solution in the already split district of the 31st that crosses the border, maintaining the 
additional splits of Milton and Pacific. So I urge the commissioners to take another look at the 
south King -- King County-Pierce County border and maintain the 30th District within King 
County exclusively. Thank you. 

12/29/11 Geoffery 
McAnalloy 

      Olympia Testimony 19     I'm also commenting on what Mr. Champion and Mr. Burns spoke about with the split 
between King and Pierce County along with the congressional piece. But it really is an LD 
impact. So based on how the congressional maps came out yesterday, if the legislative maps 
remain as have been presented for the 30th, we will actually be in three congressional 
districts, the 8th, the 9th, and the 10th, within the 30th LD. So it's clear that the decisions 
were made on incumbents for both legislative and congressional that are on our peripheries. 
Tracey Eide, who is in one of the two now districts in Des Moines, has been left within the 
30th. Katrina Asay because she is in the one single precinct within Milton that is in King. And 
then Adam Smith, the one portion that he is in in Tacoma has been added from the Pierce 
side on the congress- -- on the congressional map to keep him in seated, as well. So I beg you 
to not make us split between King and Pierce and be in three congressional districts, that you 
leave us in no more than two congressional districts and not split us between King and Pierce 
County by what's been presented both in legislative and congressional maps currently. The 
congressional map is split by the county line, leaving Milton and Pacific as it is today and 
leaving what is in Pierce in Pierce. So I would hope that you would look at that congressional 
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split when you look at the legislative decision and not make us be in three different 
congressional districts. 

12/29/11 David Anderson   Seattle   Olympia Testimony 20     I want to thank you for bringing this discussion to the public -- public record and open 
meeting. I think it's really important that we as citizens understand what are the ideas, what's 
the nature of the discussion that is designing the actual districts of our state. And I would 
encourage you to not have recess today, or recess for -- for comfort but not for discussion, 
and bring this discussion to the public record and let us see what it is that is designing our 
state political system. There has been a lot of expectations in this process whether or not you 
are a bipartisan or a partisan or a nonpartisan commission, expectations of what is a fair 
district. And it's -- I think having the public record open and watching you discuss your 
opinions on that and your -- your views on that really helps us clarify what we should expect 
as citizens and voters. One expectation that you kind of put on yourselves on, I think it was, 
September 12th, when you initially released your maps, was that you have a consensus of 4-
0, that you -- that you would all agree to the final maps of our -- of the state. And it kind of -- 
it depends on whether you're going to be partisan or nonpartisan because one component of 
partisanship is that parties or partisanship helps develop dissent and consent -- consent. If 
you were nonpartisan, I can where the value of all of you consenting to the same plan would 
be much more important. But as a partisan commission, I think you should take comfort that 
it is okay for one of you to dissent if you should need to. I think there are differences. Clearly 
you have -- you know, have all developed a very, very rich point of view on how this state 
should be structured. I think we can all agree that there is probably no way that our elections 
are going to be decided unanimously, that we voters are going to have differences, and we're 
not -- nobody is going to be elected with 100 percent of the vote. And I think -- I can see 
where after the last year -- where you've been designing majorities and designing districts 
and working towards this goal of consent of what -- behind the plan that you'd all want to 
agree. But, you know, kumbaya's not always happening in -- in politics. And so I would 
encourage you to just take stock in yourself and what you're thinking and allow yourself the 
right to have dissent on the plan. And hopefully, good luck, and I hope you have a good next 
couple days. Thank you. 

12/29/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle   Olympia Testimony 22     I'm the director of the Win/Win Network, and I'm part of the United for Fair Representation 
coalition. And I just want to comment and respond to something that a few of the speakers 
have said about the importance of race and ethnicity in our society and politics. My parents 
emigrated from Hong Kong in the late '60s and really didn't naturalize, even though they had 
lived here for about 20 years, because they didn't feel like they had a place in our politics and 
they didn't feel that they had a voice. And it really was only until we as their children decided 
to naturalize because we were encouraged through the public school system to really express 
our views because that was part of being a good citizen and participating in our democracy. 
So I do want to reiterate that communities of interest do include people of color, that we 
have experienced discrimination, segregation, and lots of disproportionate impacts with 
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regards to all of our policy. So I think it's really important to hold that up. And to your credit, 
I'm really thankful to you all as commissioners who have heard us, who have heard our 
stories and have largely incorporated at least our interests in -- in the first drafts of the maps 
that you have produced. With that said, I do want to say that where possible, looking at 
concentrating people of color to make sure that our voices are truly heard in the political 
system is very important. And even though the Voting Rights Act may not apply in central 
Washington, though it seems very close, looking at citizen-voting-age-population numbers is 
really crucial because there's lots of people who are not naturalized this point. So looking at 
how to increase that type of representation with citizen voting-age population is really 
important. The intent of the Voting Rights Act is very clear. So in that way we definitely do 
support Commissioner Ceis' map in -- as the one that comes closest to our interests in 
encouraging particularly latinos in central Washington to participate. Those are some of the 
lowest voter-turnout rates in communities in the state. So I think that's important. And with 
regards to Commissioner Huff's comments, we certainly do -- given that this is highly 
important and really sets the stage for the next ten years, what's at stake is legitimacy of the 
our representative democracy. I think it is important to review all the districts where we can, 
increase percentages of people of color. I would also include the 29th District, which is not 
majority, though there is lots of folks of color, including African Americans and Asian 
Americans, in the Tacoma area, and also the 10th Congressional, which, though is majority 
people of color, certainly could be increased. 

12/29/11 George Cheung, 
Executive 
Director 

Win/Win Network Seattle   Olympia Testimony 23     And not having an incumbent would be incredibly valuable in increasing civic engagement and 
the feeing of agency for people who live there. We also want to just reserve time as these 
plans are coming out very quickly so that we have time to review them and adequately 
comment. So we definitely reserve the right as a coalition to review maps as they come out, 
do our analysis, and come back to you with further commentary. 

12/29/11 Lorena Gonzalez       Olympia Testimony 24     Good morning. I wanted to thank you for the opportunity to address the commissioners this 
morning. And frankly, I'm not sure that I can say it any better than George, but I'm going to 
impart some -- hopefully something useful to you all this morning. So I'm here for similar 
reasons as George Cheung is. And my story is very similar to his in that my parents 
immigrated to this country from Mexico in the early 1960s, and they landed square in Yakima 
County, where they and our family, including myself, grew up as migrant farmworkers 
working in the cherries, working in apples, cutting asparagus, and just doing all of that very 
intensive, hard-labor work all throughout Yakima County and in Wenatchee, as well. I was 
born in Benton County. I was born in Prosser, Washington. I was raised in Yakima County. I 
grew up in Grandview, Washington, graduate -- went through the Grandview Public School 
District, graduated from Grandview High School. I went to college at WSU Tri-Cities. I 
transferred from there over to Pullman. My mom currently lives and works in Grandview, 
Washington. She does labor work in some of the food- processing plants in Grandview and 
Sunnyside. My brother is raising his family there; he works for the Wal-Mart distribution 
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center, which is by far one of the largest employers in -- in the lower Yakima Valley. And even 
though I currently live in West Seattle, I -- I frequently visit my family back home, and I always 
say that, even though I live in Seattle, I'm still -- home is still the Yakima Valley for me. And so 
the issues that you all are discussing are critically important to me, critically important to my 
family, because they will really, really, really, truly make an impact on them and make an 
impact on all the other folks who live in that area. So with that being said, I want to echo 
what -- what George's comments were in terms of the -- the type of representation that 
we've received in Yakima County. In my experience, you know, I had a similar story where my 
mom didn't naturalize for many, many years. She didn't naturalize until about 1998 and since 
then has voted ever single day, mostly because of us telling her that she needs to vote, that 
it's very, very important. But I will tell you that, even though we encourage her to vote and 
she votes routinely, as does my brother, I can't tell you how many times they're disappointed 
with the fact that they feel that their vote is empty, that -- that even though they vote for 
people that they think really represents their interests, the person who ends up being elected 
is the person who does the exact opposite.  

12/29/11 Lorena Gonzalez       Olympia Testimony 25     CONTINUED...So I really want to encourage you to take into consideration the community -- 
the largest community of interest in both 15th and 9th, which are the latino populations, to 
really take that into consideration as you're looking at all these maps and looking at all these 
different options. And we would certainly encourage you to be very circumspect about those 
numbers and to increase and get as close to our ideals as possible, which is to increase the 
concentration of communities of color within those districts. Thank you. 

12/29/11 Fe Lopez, 
President 

Latina Latino Bar 
Assoc of Wa 

    Olympia Testimony 27     Hello. My name is, Fe Lopez, F as in Frank, -e, just two letters, L-o-p-e-z, Lopez. Good morning, 
and I thank you for this opportunity. I'm from the -- I grew up in the Yakima Valley, and I'm 
here to urge the Commission to draw two latino- majority citizen voting-age legislative 
districts in the 15th and the in 9th. These regions comprise a majority of people of color, 
particularly latinos. And for too long our community has been divided and our voters have 
been disempowered and marginalized through the -- from the electoral process. In Yakima 
County where people of color, mainly latino and Native Americans, now compromise 50 
percent of the population, out voting power is diluted. As I said, I grew up in Yakima Valley. I 
went to Grandview High School. I went to WSU Tri-Cities. I was a case manager at a domestic-
violence shelter in Kennewick, Washington. My sister is a nurse at Sunnyside Hospital. My 
brother just graduated from Grandview High School. My sister attends Y – Yakima Valley 
Community College. And my stepfather is farmworker. I want to ask: Where is our latino 
voice? There are no latinos that are representing us. Race is still an issue in politics. For 
instance, Nichols, who ran for Kennewick city council, who actually made it through the 
primaries, said that all immigrants should be shot. Fifteen years ago there were problem kids 
in Prosser that were being shipped out to Whitstran because they were problem kids. What 
ended up happening was latino -- they were latino kids being segregated from the Prosser 
School District. There are no latino judges, no latino judges in eastern Washington. Again 
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judges are elected. We deserve the opportunity to elect representatives who will be 
genuinely accountable to the diversity needs and issues of our communities, such as health, 
wealth, and education disparities, violence and incarceration, as well as many other issues 
that come up. Two latino-majority legislative districts will increase voter turnout, civic 
participation because we will finally feel like we have a voice and an impact. So I strongly 
encourage that in the 9th and 15th district. Thank you for your time.  

12/29/11 John-Paul 
Chaisson-
Cardenas 

Latino Community 
Fund 

Federal Way   Olympia Testimony 28     Thank you very much, Ms. Chair. My name is John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas. Last name is C-h-
a-i-s-s-o-n-C-a-r-d-e-n-a-s. And yes, I'm sorry. It's very, very long. And I represent Latino 
Community Fund and -- which -- we are part of the Fair Alliance, also. I wanted to bring up 
and reiterate something that I testified to a few sessions back, which is, in the state of 
Washington we still see severe overrepresentation or underrepresentation, disproportionality 
in almost every quality-of-life indicator in the state, anything from poverty all the way 
through overrepresentation in confinement facilities and even in education. For example, the 
state of Washington is ranked in the bottom five of all states, all states, when it comes to 
dealing with the over -- with the achievement gap or the disproportion between test scores 
between kids of color and kids who are white. It is continuous, and so the effects are real. 
They are continuous, and they continue to be affecting us. This leads to the question of: 
Where is our voice in the system? As I look at the legislature, I can see, for example, in the 
House, only three representatives which are latinos. In the Senate there is one. And this 
historic pattern has continued for a very long time, and it's time to find voice in -- for the 
communities to represent, especially a community which has grown so -- has grown in the 
last ten years and the community which in a sense has developed a necessity to -- to be 
represented in our states. It is the reason for growth in our state, is the latino and the Asian 
community. Second, I wanted to support -- I am also from Federal Way and wanted to 
support the previous solution that was presented by some of the folks who came onboard at 
the beginning of this, which is not to split King County, especially with the City of Pacific. And 
we would also like to see that not happening as a community. We think that retaining that 
cohesion would make a lot of sense. And we also are in support of having especially a 
minority district -- majority-minority district. But we are also very interested in understanding 
the demographics of our community, which -- we are a very young community. In many ways, 
we're an immigrant community, that -- when you look at the data, don't only look at the data 
as all population in a particular area, but we really have look for 18 and older because of the 
youth curve of our community. Thank you very much. 

12/29/11 Cherry Cayabyab       Olympia Testimony 31     I'm here with the Fair Representation Coalition and the Win/Win Network. And I just want to 
reiterate everything that my colleagues have said. And I think overall to continue advocating 
for maximizing as many majority-minority districts as possible on the congressional level and 
the legislative-districts level. And so we advocate for the need to create two majority-latino 
legislative districts; again that's the 9th and the 15th. As my colleagues have mentioned, for 
too long these communities have been oppressed and marginalized, and their voting power 
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has been diluted, and it is about time -- it is more than deserving of the latino communities of 
these areas to receive and get the opportunity to elect someone that reflects that 
community's diversity. I also appreciate Tom Huff and his interest in revisiting the 29th 
Legislative District and increasing the minority population there so that there is a majority-
minority 29th Legislative District in the Tacoma area, which again has a significant population 
of minorities, especially African Americans and Asian Americans. And I also very much would 
welcome revisiting the idea of increasing the minority percentage population of the 9th 
Congressional District and still with no incumbent. So thank you very much. 

12/29/11 David Bain       Olympia Testimony 32     I trust that the Gorton and Ceis legislative and congressional maps are as" -- "fair as far as 
Republican-Democrat balance is concerned. However, they do a poor job of respecting 
community boundaries. I suggest a final scrub in which maps are adjusted to respect 
community boundaries and checking whether those adjustments will affect the balance 
sufficiently to disrupt bipartisan support. There are many small cities in the Seattle area. 
Rather than splitting many of these, I would encourage the commission to respect city 
boundaries, and use populations from Seattle, Bellevue, and unincorporated areas to balance 
district -- districts. For example, I see no justification for splitting Kirkland among three 
legislative districts. I would take Kirkland out of the first -- take Kirkland out of the first. To 
make up for that loss in population I would put the remainder of Mountlake Terrace in the 
first. I would also include the unincorporated areas southeast of Lynnwood in the first. I 
would extend the 32nd to include all of Edmonds. The 21st could extend through Everett. The 
38th extend through Arlington. The 48th could include all the Kirkland. All of Redmond could 
be placed in the 35th with Woodinville. With respect to boundaries between the first and 
second congressional district, I would have preferred to see the second be in the north, 
consisting of all of San Juan, Whatcom, Skagit, and Island counties. The balance of the 
required population I would make up from Snohomish County.  

12/29/11 Lisa Benegas   West 
Richland 

    SM   4 8 I would appreciate it if West Richland could be in the same legislative district as Richland. 
West Richland shares the same school district as Richland, some of the same water rights, and 
definitely a great majority of the same work force as West Richland is known for being a 
bedroom community for the Hanford Site workers. We do not have the same concerns in our 
small community as Prosser, Walla Walla, or Dayton and it makes no sense to lump us into 
their district. We've little to no county offices or even state offices in our community, no 
penitentiaries, no combines parked in yards, no large dairy farms. Our current representatives 
have a firm understanding of our community's needs and concerns. West Richland is known 
to be the Quad City in the TriCities. Since Pasco is in another county, it really makes West 
Richland the third leg in the Benton County Tri-Cities. Please try to maintain our "sense of 
community". 

12/29/11 Scott Hutsell   Davenport     SM   5 7 To Commission: I urge you to leave the 7th legislative district intact. The proposed Huff-Foster 
Tentative agreement make little or no sense. Please use common sense and not special 
interest influence to guide your decessions. I know you only get a chance to do this every 10 
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years and we are praying you don't screw it up. Thanks 

12/29/11 Ross Gallagher, 
Former 
Commissioner 

County, Mason Shelton     SM   6 35 I believe the 10th Western border should be at the Thurston/Mason County Line and not 
extend all the way in to Mason County to include all of the City of Shelton.  The citizens of 
Mason County would be better served if all of Mason County is in the 6th District. 

12/29/11 Anonymous   Mead     SM   5 6 I believe of the two Eastern Washington plans, Commissioner Huff's plan makes the most 
sense when considering communities of interest.     Commissioner Foster's plan brings the 7th 
district too far South into Spokane County down Hwy 2 and Hwy 395 through Colbert, Mead, 
and into Spokane, WA. This totaly goes against the "communities of interest". The 7th district 
is a rural district and this would make it something very different. I don't think the 
constituents would be well served. 

12/29/11 Larry Helm   Bellingham     SM   2 40   
12/29/11 Rob Coffman   Wilbur     SM   5 7 Please do not split Lincoln County. We would like to remain in the 7th district where we feel 

we are rtepresented the best. It makes absolutley no sense to split a small rural county 
12/29/11 Larry Helm   Bellingham     SM   2 40 Under the cuurent Slade Gordon plan the 40th is going to end up heavily democratic and the 

42nd heavily republican.  This type of split makes it very difficult for the party in the minority 
to even get candidates to run.  I feel that you should target an even split between parties 
based on historic voting turnout. 

12/29/11 Paul Donohue, 
Commissioner 

City of Tenino, 
Planning Commission 

Tenino     SM   3 20 The new border between CD3 and CD10 follows the south city limits of Tenino.  There is a 
Tenino UGA area of about 25 acres that has been left in CD3.  The area is currently 
unoccupied.  It would be helpful for future planning to include this UGA in CD10, since it is 
likely to be annexed into a CD10 precinct. 

12/29/11 Van Anderson   Packwood     SM   3 20 There is no godly reason for the 1st and 2nd districts to split Whatcom and Skagit counties, 
except as an exercise in political expedience. I am extremely disappointed that the 2nd 
district has been so wildly redefined in the Ceis/Gorton plan with basically no effort made to 
keep the smaller counties in the north sound intact. The fact that the 2nd could have easily 
been drawn to include San Juan, Island, Whatcom, and Skagit counties, with additional 
population from Snohomish, indicates a severe breakdown of the redistricting process that is 
disheartening. 

12/29/11 Jesus Y. 
Rodriguez 

  Everett     SM       As a Latino Viet Nam era veteran, I am asking the Redistricting Commission to be fair for once 
in your life and make Benton/Franklin and Yakima counties new Latino majority Legislative 
districts! Make history tomorrow. 

12/29/11           SM   4 16 I have tried numerous times to submit comments, but have recieved informatin that my 
message would not go through.  I will try once again.    Please keep Pasco in one (1) legislative 
district, no matter what it is.  It makes no sense to split a small community.  Please keep the 
community of Pasco in one legislative district. 

12/29/11 William T Pennell   Pasco     SM   4 16 As a resident of Franklin County, I strongly urge the Commissioners not to split Pasco between 
two separate legislative districts. This is not in the interests of the people of Pasco or Franklin 
County. Thus, of the two proposals, I clearly prefer the Foster Proposal. 

12/29/11           SM   1 32 How about supporting MS technology.  Google earth?  No thanks!  That's as far as I got...I'm 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 326 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
not installing their awful software. 

12/29/11 E J Thew   Spokane     SM   5 6 I live in the intercity 6th LD and the last redistricting was based on partisan politics even 
thought public hearings asked specifically that common sense and realistic natural boundaries 
be used.  The Huff redistricting map once again is all about partisan politics and not common 
sense or common communities. Gerrymandering an awkward shaped 6th LD once again is an 
insult to those living in the 6th. People living in Spokane City have little or no common issues 
with the rural wheat farmers in SE Spokane County.  Please use common sense for us.  Thank 
you. 

12/29/11 Joanna Cullen   Seattle     SM   7 37 Please ensure that all of Seattle is in one congressional district.  I live at 21st and E. Union in 
Seattle's Central Area and have found that putting all minorities into one legislative district 
where it is not honoring geographic nearness and access and divides neighborhoods  usually 
dilute the influence those groups could exert in more than one district while at the same time 
creating barriers for those who are trying to advocate for their neighborhoods and schools.  
Dividing neighborhoods hurts the neighborhoods where people live. The Central District and 
area of Seattle betewen E. Madison and I 90 represents some of the oldest residential 
neighborhoods of Seattle and should be included in the District that represents most of 
Seattle.  The Seattle Schools have both State and Federal issues and should be able to 
advocate as one.  No, minority populations should not be divided in a way that purposely 
splits naturally concentrated neighborhoods and geographic areas.  However, dividing the 
neighborhoods they are in and not honoring boundaries that allow for easy access to other 
parts the same district creates barriers for all to participate and advocate for their streets, 
schools, transportation, public safety, and much more.  Please as you draw the Congressional 
lines and Washington State Legislative Districts please remember these points.  I hope that 
part of your mission is to do the best you can for all the citizens of this state.  I have not had 
time recently to follow all of the details.  Therefore, I am presenting to you a general 
philosophy that will benefit all residents of this state and of Seattle. 

12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 1     FYI - the comment window is showing up under the TVW window on the screen. Can you put 
it back up on the right hand side of the TVW screen? 

12/29/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 2     I strongly approve of the new guidelines for public comments during the chat.  Well conceived 
and presented.  This chat is a social networking tool as well as a public comment collection 
tool.  It's good to have it be treated as such. 

12/29/11 Patti Ensor       Olympia Webcast 3     From Patti Ensor, Davenport, Lincoln Co., WA 
12/29/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 4     Douglas County has reviewed the two proposed plans for Legislative Districts in eastern 

Washington. Here are our comments. 
Commissioner Tom Huffâ€™s plan would keep the whole of Douglas County in the 12th 
Legislative District with Chelan County and parts of Okanogan and Grant Counties. This plan is 
preferred by Douglas County as Douglas County is currently all in the 12th Legislative District. 
Commissioner Dean Fosterâ€™s plan would split Douglas County between the 12th and 13th 
Legislative Districts. The map seems to show that the majority of Douglas County would move 
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from the 12th into the 13th District. We are unclear as to whether the Cities of East 
Wenatchee, Bridgeport and our portion of Coulee Dam will be in District 12 or 13. The map 
does not show enough detail to make this determination. Are there GIS files available for 
Commissioner Fosterâ€™s plan or can we see a more detailed map centered on Douglas 
County? 

12/29/11 West Sider       Olympia Webcast 5     Am I to understand that the state's legislative West side is pretty well settled? 
12/29/11 Brian Goss   Sammamish   Olympia Webcast 6     It's disappointing to see racial gerrymandering come to Washington. Gary Locke was elected 

Governor twice, Ron Sims was elected King County Executive three times, Norm Rice was 
elected Seattle Mayor twice, and so on. It's unfortunate that the congressional map in King 
County is so illogical now due to the unnecessary minority-majority district. 

12/29/11 Mathew K.M. 
Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison  

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 7     If we are being asked to act as adults, I strongly encourage the Commissioners to act 
accordingly too.......... 

12/29/11 Brian   Spokane   Olympia Webcast 8     So much of the efforts in Eastern Washington are about protecting Lisa Brown and where she 
lives on the South Hill in Spokane.  Knock it off!! 

12/29/11 Brian Goss   Sammamish   Olympia Webcast 9     The minority-majority congressional district greatly benefits the GOP in Western 
Washington's congressional map. And a full-blown minority-majority 15th legislative district 
would benefit the Democrats. I think a congressional district is worth a lot more than a 
legislative district. I can't help but conclude that Commissioner Huff is unwilling to accept a 
compromise, even one that is very favorable to  his party. 

12/29/11 Mathew K.M. 
Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison  

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 10     What Comissioner Ceis just said was very disturbing, I said this in testimony in Yakima, the 
redistricting as a whole is flawed, look at the make up of the commission and it's staff, there 
is not one person of color on the comission or it's staff...........which if there was a person of 
color this would be a true representation of Washington as a whole 

12/29/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco   Olympia Webcast 11     Pasco is definitely a community of interest.  While I appreciate Mr. Huff's points I still have 
difficulty with splitting Pasco up.  If Mr. Foster's plan could be slightly modified to include 
Pasco in one district we'd appreciate it. 

12/29/11 Tino Gallegos       Olympia Webcast 12     My name is Tino Gallegos and I am from Seattle.  It does not matter how evenly you distribute 
the Latino community in districts in Central/Eastern Washington, if any district does not reach 
above 50% Latino population, our community will be outvoted in every single election.  The 
history of Latinos in Central/Eastern Washington has been a history of a group of people who 
work at the lowest wage and most dangerous jobs in their communities.  Those needs have 
persisted to the present.  The Latino community in Central/Eastern Washington has a very 
distinct need from state government that is not currently being met through their current 
political representation.  Failure to guarantee the ability of that community to access state 
government through the political process is to foreclose the political process to them.  That is 
why Dean Foster's concerns should be given due consideration. 

12/29/11 Brian   Spokane   Olympia Webcast 13     Tina:  Commissioner Huff's maps have TWO districts with a Latino majority.  Commissioner 
Foster's has only one. 
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12/29/11 Mathew K.M. 

Tomaskin, 
Legislative Liaison  

Yakama Nation Yakama 
Nation 

  Olympia Webcast 14     I support Mr. Huff's proposal, stick to your guns Mr. Huff 

12/29/11 Collin from 
Seattle 

      Olympia Webcast 15     I am frustrated that the commission is proposing to divide the Eastside into multiple 
congressional districts. Medina and Clyde hill have very little in common with rural Whatcom 
and Skagit Counties. Likewise, Sammamish and Issaquah have little in common with Chelan 
and Wenatchee. Please do not divide these communities that currently share so much in 
common. 

12/29/11 Brian Goss   Sammamish   Olympia Webcast 16     But only Foster's map would create a district where Latinos are actually a majority of the 
voters. 

12/29/11 Collin Jergens       Olympia Webcast 17     (resubmitted with full name) I am frustrated that the commission is proposing to divide the 
Eastside into multiple congressional districts. Medina and Clyde hill have very little in 
common with rural Whatcom and Skagit Counties. Likewise, Sammamish and Issaquah have 
little in common with Chelan and Wenatchee. Please do not divide these communities that 
currently share so much in common. 

12/29/11 Brian Goss   Sammamish   Olympia Webcast 18     I agree with Collin. The Eastside shouldn't be split into three districts when it only has about 
400,000 people. 

12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 19     Edwall: Likewise, Lincoln County should not be split in two legislative districts when it only has 
about 10,000 people. 

12/29/11 Karen Martin       Olympia Webcast 20     Walla Walla County should not be split, we are mostly rural and do not a lot in common with 
the mostly metroplitan areas of Benton and Franklin Counties. 

12/29/11 Lori Sotelo       Olympia Webcast 21     It would be nice to completely identify the speakers.....concerned citizen doesn't cut it. 
Lorena Gonzalez, concerned citizen, Vice President One America, Fe Lopez, concerned citizen, 
Latino PAC of Washington. 

12/29/11 David Bain       Olympia Webcast 22     I trust that the Gorton and Ceis legislative and congressional maps are fair as far as 
Republican-Democratic balance is concerned.  However, they do a poor job of respecting 
community boundaries.  I suggest a final â€œscrub,â€ � in which the maps are adjusted to 
respect community boundaries and checking whether those adjustments will affect the 
balance sufficiently to disrupt bipartisan support. 
There are many small cities in the Seattle area.  Rather than splitting many of these, I would 
encourage the commission to respect city boundaries, and use populations from Seattle, 
Bellevue, and unincorporated areas to balance districts.  For example, I see no justification for 
splitting Kirkland among three legislative districts.  I would take Kirkland out of the first.  To 
make up for that loss in population, I would put the remainder of Mountlake Terrace in the 
first.  I would also include the unincorporated areas southeast of Lynnwood in the first.  I 
would extend the 32nd to include all of Edmonds.  The 21st could extend through Everett.  
The 38th could extend through Arlington.  The 48th could include all of Kirkland.  All of 
Redmond could be placed in the 45th with Woodinville. 
With respect to the boundaries between the first and second congressional district, I would 
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have preferred to see the second be in the north, consisting of all of San Juan, Whatcom, 
Skagit, and Island counties.  The balance of the required population would be made up from 
Snohomish County.  Iâ€™d suggest exten 

12/29/11 Ryan Grant   Medical Lake   Olympia Webcast 23     I'd like to echo what others have said about not splitting Lincoln County.  I'd also like to say a 
word for keeping the western portion of Spokane County in the 7th LD; we're rural out here, 
and wouldn't really be a great fit for the suburban 6th LD. 

12/29/11 Tamara Compton   Bellingham     SM   2 40 Do not chop up Whatcom Co. for the convenience of one political party.  Keep all of Whatcom 
Co. east of the mountains or Highway 9 as part of District 2.  Bellingham is more than just the 
city limit sign.  It's unconscionable that we are being divided this way. 

12/29/11 Ann Cox   Rochester     SM   3 20 I am not fond of the idea that forms the 10th Congressional District.  We are still a rural area 
and I feel that we will not be represented in a manner that goes with our rural roots.  The 
difference between us and Olympia is night and day.  Leave us with the 3rd District.  Another 
questions is why you lumped Tacoma in with the 6th District is beyond me?  I guess you are 
just looking to fill the seats with Democrats. 

12/29/11 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 24     Ok, works now 

12/29/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 25     This is a mobile society, as testified to by the young people who used to live in the Hispanic 
precincts of the Yakima Valley but now live on the west side. Communities of interest need to 
be based on real communities not theoretical people. 

12/29/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 26     There seems to be too little sunshine on this process. 
12/29/11 Jill Barkley Lifetime 

Resident/Community 
Planning Board PC 

      Email       PLEASE do not separate Dash Point in Pierce County from Browns Point in Pierce County into 
a Federal Way represented district.  The communities of Dash Point/Browns Point have 
shared history since 1901 when lines were drawn between Pierce and King Counties. The 
community of Dash Point is in Pierce County.  The Points NE Historical Society represents both 
communities and NE Tacoma.  See www.pointsnortheast.com       Federal Way has suggested 
annexation of Dash Point to a resounding NO from the Dash Point Community.  The State 
Park named after this community is in Federal Way only but a BRIDGE separates the city from 
unincorporated Dash Point.  THINK about a can of worms about to be opened. 

12/29/11 Sharon Smith   Spokane     SM   5 3 I strongly oppose Commissioner Huff's redistricting proposal.    Cheney, Medical Lake,and 
Airway Heights should absolutely be included in the 6th District. They interact closely with 
Spokane County communities, industry and legislators and their interests should be further 
incorporated versus continuing to be isolated.    Commissioner Ceis initially proposed a map 
that incorporates logical boundaries using streets as major borders and should be 
reconsidered.    Splitting Spokane County into 4 districts versus 5 is important if our interests 
are to be represented in the state legislature.    Commissioner Huff's proposal blatantly 
disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban parts of Spokane County. It is simply not 
in the best interest of our community.    It is offensive that you are abandoning Spokane 
County in this effort and hope you will quickly rectify this.    Sharon Smith, 820 N Post St, 
#603, Spokane, WA, 509-999-9926 
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12/29/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford     SM   5 9   
12/29/11 Don Barbieri Red Lion Hotels 

Corporation 
Spokane     SM   5 3 As a long time civic leader and having chaired Sacred Heart Medical Center, Spokane Area 

Chamber, Trustee of Gonzaga & chairman of Red Lion Hotels which depends heavily on EWU, 
I URGE you to immediately reconsider the 6th LD boundaries and use the Ceis map so Cheney 
and West Plains economic and educational interests are tied to Spokane's future. This is 
critically important to the both the balance of political interests and the very future of 
Spokane as the hub of the inland northwest. Do not hesitate to call me at 509-951-9535 

12/29/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford     SM   5 9 As a former 16 year non-partisan office holder in SE Spokane County I have been and 
continue to be extraordinarily displeased with the map of Spokane County the tends to hack 
up my area and align it with parts of the county that we are not physically, commercially or 
politically aligned.  SE Spokane County is aligned with the Spokane Valley and the 4th 
Legislative District, not with the 9th and not with the 6th.  We need to return to boundaries 
as they were 20 years ago and align the 4th from the Valley south to the County line.      
Actually  there should be no representation of the 9th in Spokane County at all.  During the 
last 20 years, with portions of the 9th in Spokane County, those voters have been under 
served.  That LD has traditionally aligned to the south and west politically and commercially 
and getting response from 9th LD legislators has been scant.      Highway 195 is a natural 
dividing line for southern Spokane county politically, physically and commercially and that is 
where the line should be established as it is in one of the plans.  That plan also logically aligns 
the areas of Cheney, Medical Lake and Airway Heights/West plains in the 6th as they should 
be, and keeps the 3rd as an urban district. Again these are logical solutions and represent the 
communities as they should be. 

12/29/11 Gayle Holcom, VP         SM       Thanks Jill. I agree! 
12/29/11 Jim Hamre   Puyallup     Email       Get me out of the 8th district!  I’m one block from getting out so please move some lines.  I 

live one block east of Meridian Ave and one block south of 132nd St E on South Hill.  These 
two streets form the proposed boundary between the 8th and the 10th.     I wish to have 
someone that actually represents me in Congress, something I haven’t had for decades. 

12/29/11 Joyce Mulliken   Moses Lake     SM   4 13 The most recent news reports indicate 4 Republican Congressional Districts and 6 Democrat 
Congressional Districts.  A balance of 5 & 5 would provide for better representation in WA 
D.C. for the people in WA State. 

12/29/11 Cheryl Huff   Kelso     Email       I believe it is time to unify Cowlitz County.     Please consider bringing Cowlitz County into a 
single competitive Legislative District. 

12/29/11 Jon Snyder City of Spokane Spokane     SM   5 3 I strongly support the Eastern WA legislative map proposed by commissioner Ceis for the 
following reasons:    - The West Plains of Spokane County is arguably our biggest economic 
engine and needs to be united under one legislative district (the 6th). It is crucial for the 
Spokane International Airport, Fairchild Airforce Base, Airway Heights, Cheney and Medical 
Lake to all be in the 6th district to get the best representation in Olympia.    - The Ceis map 
will split Spokane County into 4 districts instead of the current 5. This splits less communities 
and towns and creates more logical boundaries with better representation.    - The Ceis map 
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also makes more logical use of streets as boundaries.    Thank you for your time and 
consideration.    - Jon Snyder 

12/29/11 Joanna Cullen   Seattle     Email       Please ensure that all of Seattle is in one congressional district. I live at 21st and E. Union in 
Seattle's Central Area and have found that the emphasis of placing all minorities into one 
legislative district troubling where it is not honoring geographic nearness and access and 
divides neighborhoods. This usually dilutes the influence those groups could exert in more 
than one district while at the same time creating barriers for those who are trying to advocate 
for their neighborhoods and schools. Dividing neighborhoods hurts the neighborhoods where 
people live. The Central District and area of Seattle betewen E. Madison and I 90 represents 
some of the oldest residential neighborhoods of Seattle and should be included in the District 
that represents most of Seattle. For instance Seattle schools, transportation, roads, air have 
both State and Federal issues and should be left whole in order to advocate as one. No, 
minority populations should not be divided in a way that purposely splits naturally 
concentrated neighborhoods and geographic areas. However, dividing the neighborhoods 
they are in and not honoring boundaries that allow for easy access to other parts the same 
district creates barriers for all to participate and advocate for their streets, schools, 
transportation, public safety, and much more. Please as you draw the Congressional lines and 
Washington State Legislative Districts please remember these points. I hope that part of your 
mission is to do the best you can for all the citizens of this state. I have not had time recently 
to follow all of the details 

12/29/11 Linda Shoemaker   Bellevue     Email       I was very disheartened when I looked at the redistricting and found we would no longer be 
in Dist 8, with Dave Reichert, but would now be in Dist 9, and that very little of this Dist 
includes the eastside.        I would ask that you consider at least including Medina, Clyde Hill, 
and North Kirkland in this Dist.  I know you are wanting to make a more minority Dist, but 
what about the rest of us who have lived in this area, all or most of our lives??  I feel this Dist 
needs to move more to the North, and include more of the Eastside, or put Bellevue in Dist 8 
or Dist 1. 

12/29/11 Tamara Compton   Bellingham     Email       Bellingham is getting screwed over in this proposal.  Our town is more than the city limit sign 
and it’s unconscionable that we will be chopped up for the convenience of one political 
party—the Republicans.  District 2 needs to remain as is or include all of Whatcom County 
east of the mountains. 

12/29/11 Karen Hansen Wyman & Associates       Email       It was brought to my attention that a separation of Dash Point and Browns Point may be in 
the plans for redistricting – Dash Point is not a part of Federal Way and they do not have any 
desire to see Dash Point as an advantage.     As a board member of the Dash Point 
Improvement and Social Club, I would like to ask you to not separate the representation of 
Dash Point and Browns Point. Dash Point has a long life since 1901 as an active community 
and have long been a part of the representation with Browns Point in the Tacoma area.     I 
understand this new map of representation may be “official” as of Jan 1st… please reconsider 
this separation of two active communities, if in fact this is the current plan. We work hard to 
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be part of a valued community and wish to be represented in a common message along with 
Browns Point.      Please let me know your decision.      Thank you for your attention to this 
request!! 

12/29/11 Sharon Smith   Spokane     Email       I strongly oppose Commissioner Huff's redistricting proposal.  Cheney, Medical Lake,and 
Airway Heights should absolutely be included in the 6th District. They interact closely with 
Spokane County communities, industry and legislators and their interests should be further 
incorporated versus continuing to be isolated.  Commissioner Ceis initially proposed a map 
that incorporates logical boundaries using streets as major borders and should be 
reconsidered.  Splitting Spokane County into 4 districts versus 5 is important if our interests 
are to be represented in the state legislature.  Commissioner Huff's proposal blatantly 
disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban parts of Spokane County. It is simply not 
in the best interest of our community.  It is offensive that you are abandoning Spokane 
County in this effort and hope you will quickly rectify this. 

12/29/11 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

    SM   5 4 Re: Spokane County. Please don't chop up Spokane County by selecting the Huff plan for LDs. 
Those who organize everything from campaigns to picnics are looking forward to the Foster 
plan boundaries that make sense and are actually based on natural geographic boundaries, 
supported by other political boundaries as well such as school districts, commissioner 
districts, and more.    The logic of the Foster plan for Spokane County must outweigh any 
devilment being sought by the Huff plan. 

12/29/11 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

    SM   5 4 Re: Spokane County. Please don't chop up Spokane County by selecting the Huff plan for LDs. 
Those who organize everything from campaigns to picnics are looking forward to the Foster 
plan boundaries that make sense and are actually based on natural geographic boundaries, 
supported by other political boundaries as well such as school districts, commissioner 
districts, and more.    The logic of the Foster plan for Spokane County must outweigh any 
devilment being sought by the Huff plan. 

12/29/11           SM   5 16 We in the city of Walla Walla would like to remain in the 5th Congressional District. The plan 
released by Gorton and Ceis seems to be a good compromise for our area. Although we 
would lose part of Walla Walla County, the city does remain in the 5th District. This plan does 
seem to be acceptable to me and others that I know. 

12/29/11 Nicholas 
CastroLang 

Student University of 
Idaho and voting 
member of the 6th 
Legislative District 

Spokane     SM   5 6 I recommend as someone who has lived in the 6th District for 9 years and has voted in every 
election the 6th District for 4 years since I turned 18 in 2007 that the 6th District be 
redistricted into a more competitive district. It is absolutely absurd to redistrict the 6th into a 
republican safe seat. The reason the commission was formed was to avoid these types of 
gerrymandering tactics by a controlling party. I think it is totally unfair and does not do the 
6th district any justice. The goal is to create something that is more representative of 
different types of lifestyles, backgrounds and political ideologies. This is a political game and it 
is irresponsible to play such games. As a Political Science major at the University of Idaho I 
have taken a Congress class that focused on gerrymandering and I have seen that political 
gerrymandering causes divides such as in Texas when Democratic lawmakers fled the state to 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 333 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
Oklahoma to avoid a vote on an unfair political gerrymandering proposal by the leading 
Republican Caucus. I think that Commissioner Huff and all members of the Commission 
should work together to create competitive districts that represent the people of Spokane 
County and the 6th District more fairly. I hope you reconsider because the current map that 
was proposed by Commissioner Huff sets a bad example for future Commissions. 

12/29/11 Amy Biviano   Spokane 
County 

    SM   5 6 Good morning,  I'm concerned by the most recent map drawn by Commissioner Huff that 
redistricts Spokane City into 5 districts instead of 4.  As a resident of the 6th district, I know 
that our community is best served with the logical boundaries and local interests.  Please 
support the Heis map that contains Cheney and Airway Heights within the Spokane County 
borders and keeps similar community interests within common boundaries.  Thank you. 

12/29/11 Linda McHenry   Spokane     SM   5 3 After reviewing the suggested redistricting maps, the Commissioner Ceis proposal seems the 
most logical and in keeping with the Commission's mandate to honor "natural communities of 
interest".   Please don't make this an exercise in politics by trying to "best' the opposition with 
gerrymandered districts.  The public has had quite enough of political shenanigans, we want 
an honest, forthright election process. 

12/29/11     Yakima     SM   4 14 As a white voter that lives in the 14th district, I strongly support creating a district that is truly 
representative of the Latino population in this area.     I oppose Commissioner Huff's plan to 
dilute the population into districts that represent smaller total percentages of Latinos.     I 
support Commissioner Foster's plan to draw the 15th LD as a strongly Latino district.   That 
demographic has unique needs AND unique talents that must be represented in Olympia. 

12/29/11 Tanya Riordan 6th LD  Spokane     SM   5 6 I strongly oppose Commissioner Huff's redistricting proposal.  Airway Heights, Medical Lake 
and Cheney interests and values should be respresented in the 6th legislative district- that is 
wholly captured in the confines of the Spokane County Borders.   To settle for a map, like 
Commissioner Huff proposed, seems to blatantly disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County.   The recent Commissioner Huff map does not take into 
account using streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane legislative 
districts.  The Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the representation for 
Spokane and Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the constituents of the City 
of Spokane or Spokane County. 

12/29/11 Melinda Travis   Spokane     SM   5 6 The Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the representation for Spokane and 
Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the constituents of the City of Spokane or 
Spokane County. 

12/29/11 Kristen Cejka 7th LD Spokane     SM   5 7 I strongly oppose Commissioner Huff's redistricting proposal for Spokane county.  The 6th LD 
as proposed initially  by Commissioner Ceis  seems to best incorporate logical boundaries in 
Spokane County. Why not incorporate  existing streets and neighborhoods in reconfiguring 
these legislative districts?  Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney belong in a LD that is 
totally within the confines of the Spokane County borders.  Spokane County is best served 
with 4, not 5, legislative districts.  The bi-partisan make-up of Spokane County needs to be 
represented and maintained in new redistricting plans. Do do otherwise is totally blatantly 
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partisan. 

12/29/11           SM   3 17 Please don't put any of Skamania County in the Clark County legislative areas - these folks 
have not felt included in the Clark County organizations - and the timber interests in 
Skamania County certainly don't fit with East Clark County. Break it at the Clark County line. 

12/29/11 M. Laurie 
FlinnConnelly 

  Spokane     SM   5 6 I strongly oppose Commissioner Huff's redistricting plan. Cheney, Medical Lake and Airway. 
Heights. Should be in the 6th District because they share a community of interest.  I strongly 
support Commisioner Ceis plan. 

12/29/11 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 When drawing a majority/minority legislative district in Central Washington, please be 
cognizant of the younger age distribution and lower voter participation rates of minority 
groups. I hope that you increase the  minority population within the 15th LD sufficiently to 
close age and participation discrepancies. 

12/29/11 KEN PELO   Spokane     SM   5 6 I AM A RETIRED HIGH SCHOOL AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TEACHER.  I FIND IT VERY 
DISTURBING TO SAY THE LEAST THAT EDUCATED AND RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE ASSIGNED THE 
TASK OF CREATING NEW CONGRESSIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES ARE STILL 
EMPLOYING AN 18TH CENTURY GERRYMANDERING MENTALITY AND TRYING TO CREATE SAFE 
REPUBLICAN OR SAFE DEMOCRATIC DISTRICTS. LET''S MOVE INTO TKHE 21ST CENTURY AND 
CREATE GOOD FAIR AMERICAN DISTRICTS.  IT IS THE ONLY RIGHT DECISION TO MAKE. 

12/29/11 Robert Pare   Bow     SM   1 40 Shift the boundary north of Everett, please. I am concerned that the urban citizens do not 
have the same concerns as our agrarian population, and with their urban history of destroying 
arable land, I have grave concerns to the point of having zero congressional representation 
instead of two.  Please refer to the Chuckanut Park district controversy of Skagit and Watcom  
counties and the boundary review boards' issues, and you will understand my concern. 

12/29/11           SM   4 14 Redistricting should take shared watersheds into consideration. Shared resources play a huge 
role in our future. So along with population balance, that should be considered. For instance 
Kittitas County and Yakima County really need a strong voice pertaining to the Yakima River 
Basin, a shared economic and environmental resource. Re: the Yakima legislative district 
splits: I respect taking minorities into consideration, but don't fuel resentments... logical 
physical and community boundaries should rule. Don't cut people off from their interests by 
forcing them into a minority position. Probably way too late for you to consider... 

12/29/11 John Pickens   Zillah     SM   4 15 Please do not split Yakima County from north to south when creating 14th & 15 district 
bondaries.  The natural and cultural boundaries of Upper and Lower Yakima Valley districts 
are better served by leaving the Upper Valley in the 14th and the Lower Valley in the 15th. 

12/29/11 Linda Atkins   Enumclaw     SM   8 31 The Congressional district plan creates some very strange bedfellows in the 8th and 1st 
districts.  The enormous new 8th district boundaries seem to be a transparent effort to keep a 
certain Republican politician in office, without regard to the natural geographical and 
community divisions of our state.  I see no logic in placing East and South King County in the 
same district as counties located east of the Cascades.  It is also disturbing to see that 
communities are still being divided up among more than one district.  The plan creates 
several quite geographically small districts (7, 9, 10), and leaves several other districts (1, 6, 8) 
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unmanageably large.  Even if the population counts were roughly equal, the interests of the 
areas lumped together are not.  In the Legislative map, the 31st district continues to 
inexplicably straddle the boundary between King and Pierce County, forcing together 
communities that have little in common.  South King County communities (including 
Enumclaw) have more in common with Issaquah than they do with Graham etc.  These maps 
should create districts with common community and geographical interests.  They should not 
be an exercise in perpetuating intrenched party politics. 

12/29/11 Carol Paul   Edwall     SM   5 7 Carol Paul, Lincoln County   Legislative districting    As I look at commissioner Huff’s 
redistricting plan, I am trying to figure out how it meets any of the commission’s criteria by 
dividing Lincoln County along highway 2.   The southern portion of this plan drags a person 
195 miles from one end to the other for a 3+ hour’s driving time through country with which 
the Eastern end has very little in common socially, economically and culturally with the 
western end.  The plan also not only divides towns in half, but also school districts, fire 
districts, commissioner districts and other municipal jurisdictions.  We have a low population 
density.  Considering we are already outnumbered in Olympia, it seems as though we are 
being discriminated against in that it would be nearly impossible for anyone to well represent 
us when it is much more convenient for politicians to listen only to the people closest to 
Olympia.  Splitting our population makes it very difficult for our citizens to be engaged in the 
political process.       Is the Ballard community lobbying for a Scandinavian district?    In 
listening to the comments regarding Hispanic representation, I think creating districts that 
give special advantages to a segment of the population based on skin color or country of 
origin is very regressive.  We are never going to be a color blind country as long as 
government continues to draw distinctions.   I should think that minority peoples would be 
offended by government pandering,  but since some members of the redistricting commission 
are bent on creating a minority majority district, I think Lincoln, Adams and Grant Counties 
could be one district of persons of German, Russian, Scandinavian descent.    It is getting 
down to the wire.  It is time to start drawing districts based on common sense and the criteria 
you professed rather than on points on a graph.   As with so many things, it works well on 
paper, but not in real life.  Do not divide Lincoln County.  Put us entirely in the 7th, 9th or 
wherever, but don’t hack us up.   Carol Paul, Lincoln County 

12/29/11 Jon and Krista 
Linden 

  Milton     SM     25 To keep Milton together, preferably to stay in the 25th.   (Residents for 41 years) 

12/29/11 Debra Perry City of Milton Milton     SM         
12/29/11 Debra Perry City of Milton Milton     SM   9 30 Milton needs to be in One district. We also need to be with other citys that face the same 

issues as we do such as being on the I-5 corridor. 
12/29/11 Vicky M. Dalton, 

CPA , 
Auditor/President 

County, Spokane/ 
WSACA 

Spokane     SM   5 4 Comment from Spokane County Auditor  Legislative Districts  Administratively, the number of 
legislative districts (either 4 or 5) is not a significant challenge.  We have accommodated 5 
legislative districts for many years.  We can readily continue to accommodate 5 districts if 
that is necessary to create the best representation for communities of interest.  The more 
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important factors in administering the legislative districts are shape, size and similarity of 
voters served.   Both maps use these three factors to create a compact and uniform 3rd 
Legislative District, primarily because that area is densely populated with closely related 
community interests.    The rest of the county, however, is a challenge due to two significant 
characteristics.  First, the disparity of interest among the densely populated areas of the 
central metropolitan area, the isolated population centers of the smaller cities/towns and the 
sparsely populated rural areas in Spokane County causes difficulty in creating districts that 
have shared interests.   Second, there is a historical division of interest between the two 
densely populated areas:  the City of Spokane and the Valley (City of Spokane Valley, Liberty 
Lake, Millwood).    I sincerely hope that the Commissioners will be able to reach consensus 
and form districts that incorporate the requirements of the law while also respecting the 
diversity of interests that are present in Spokane County. 

12/29/11 Andrew T. Miller   Milton     SM   9 25 Dear Commission Chair,  I am a resident of Milton, WA and would respectfully submit that our 
small city would be better served if not divided into separate districts.    Sincerely,  Andrew T. 
Miller 

12/29/11     Auburn     SM   8 47 I work part-time in Milton, Washington. I think that having Milton have representation by two 
different districts doesn't provide the unity needed by the city to function cohesively. 

12/30/11 Barbara Girshick   Spokane     Email       I want the commission to keep the 6th district within the bpindaries of Spokane County - do 
not fracture it.  Currently it is best suited to represent the bipartisan interests of the 
residents.  It is also logical in terms of using the major streets as the proposed new 
boundaries.  Please support Commisioner Ceis's recommendation to develop 4 not 5 districts. 

12/30/11 Bruce Thomas   Tenino     Email       I am a resident of Tenino, living inside the municipal boundary.  I am unable to determine, 
from the maps you have released, whether I am now in the 9th districts. For what it's worth 
at this late date, and with little or no opportunity for public comment, I would 
farCongressional District, or whether I remain in the 3rd. Specifically, the Google earth 
overlay named "C_GC2_20111228" is as immediately below, with Tenino being shown with 
the yellow push pin "425 Central East." On the other hand, your state handout, downloaded 
from the "Proposed Draft Congressional Map and Eastern Washington Legislative Maps from 
December 28, 2011 Special Meeting" section of your website shows the following map of the 
10th, which I believe puts Tenino exactly on the border of the 3rd and 9th prefer to be in the 
3rd district, rather than gerrymandered into the 9th. 

12/30/11 Cheri A. Moore   Spokane     Email       The 6th Legislative District, my District, as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis initially 
seems to best incorporate logical boundaries especially as it pertains to using streets as major 
borders.  

12/30/11 Clare Meyette   East 
Wenatchee 

    Email       I live in the portion of Douglas County that is not currently scheduled to be moved to the new 
district.  I would much prefer to remain with my compatriots in the cities Wenatchee and East 
Wenatchee, rather than being divided out.  I am one block/street away from this boundary 
line.  Please keep all of Douglas County together in one district, preferably the new district 
with Reichert.. 
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12/30/11 Cynthia Hamilton   Spokane     Email       I am a long time resident of Spokane County and I have been watching with interest as you go 

about redistricting. I work in real estate and as a former appointed Youth Commissioner, and 
as a current member of the Chase Youth Foundation and I see strong reasons for wanting to 
include people of similar interests together as is shown in the Foster Map, as opposed to the 
Huff map, which legislatively isolates bodies of persons who have similar interests. I am 
mindful of voter suppression efforts around the rest of the country and would hate to see an 
example of voter nullification in my own back yard... 

12/30/11 Daniel J. 
Morrissey, 
Professor of Law  

Gonzaga University 
School of Law 

Spokane     Email       I would like to add my support for the configuration of the 6th District that Commissioner Ceis 
proposed today.  As I understand, it respect the existing political boundaries of Spokane 
County. Thank you for your fine work on this. 

12/30/11 Doris Lee           Email       It seems that the logical way to make the division is to use streets as dividing lines.  Putting it 
arbitrarily will be confusing to residents as they will not definitely know which is their district.  
We need a bi-partisan county, not blatantly aligned for only the Republicans.   

12/30/11 Elaine Rising   Valleyford     Email       Please keep it the way it is.   
12/30/11 Enoch H. Lybbert. 

PCO 9201 
        Email       I am Enoch H. Lybbert I have been an active voter all my life and over forty years in and 

around the Cheney area. While here my family has been active in the community in many 
different ways and of that time I have sold real estate thirty two year. I too have received 
word that you are considering moving 9A District to different Legislative District. Here are my 
reasoning you should not move 9A: 1.  Cheney resident are a multi-culture or a bedroom 
district for: ? Fairchild Air Force Base ? Spokane International Airport ? Spokane Business 
District ? EWU Faculty and Students ? Cheney School District ? West Plains Business 2. We are 
not a rural community and heavily are heavy tied to the Spokane metropolitan, socially, in the 
following ways: ? Work ? Shopping ? Religious activities ? Social activities 3. We do not have 
any association with communities to the South of our Community it would be like putting us 
in a foreign country. 9A District should not be moved 

12/30/11 Hal and Nancy 
Johnson 

Rural Wheat Farmers Davenport     Email       Please help our small rural county to remain whole. The plan presented by the Huff proposal 
would split our small Lincoln County towns in half.  Absolutely not a good plan for a number 
of reasons not the lease of which is your own goal of not splitting cities and other municipal 
jurisdictions by artificial boundaries. Additionally, our rural county has enough trouble being 
represented without extending our boundaries from Reardan to Roslyn.  Do you really believe 
that our representation would have shared similarities between such diverse areas?  And how 
could any elected official or potential candidate begin to canvas the district?  Granted, we do 
not have the population density of the West Siders but surely you can't further disenfranchise 
us by such an unfair re-districting plan. 

12/30/11 James S. Russell, 
MBA, Ph.D. 

  East 
Wenatchee 

    Email       Douglas County has so much linkage to the watershed, ecological and economic conditions at 
the confluence of the Wenatchee and Columbia Rivers that I would strongly prefer to have 
Douglas County remain in one District with Chelan County.  

12/30/11 Jan Baker,  MEd, 
CLS(NCA), 

3rd LD Spokane     Email       Please support Commissioner Ceis's new plan that was presented today.  It is by far the most 
fair and objective of any of the plans. 
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MT(ASCP) 

12/30/11 John Charleston, 
District Leader 

4C, PCO 4004 Spokane     Email       I've been mindful of the redistricting process, interested in watching where boundaries would 
be established to change an elected persons voter base.  In Spokane we are all aware that 
your continued efforts to shrink the 4th to the most densely populated area; the City of 
Spokane Valley, where a higher population of less informed electorate live.  Many of 
Representative Shea's constituents live outside the valley - Matt Shea came from our area, 
living near Mt. Spokane when elected to office. You; our unrepresentative Commissioners, 
are planting seeds of anger with more of us than you can imagine.  You are acting with as 
much insight and compassion as Longshanks displayed toward William Wallace, and we 
resent what you are doing and what you stand for. For the sake of the people of Spokane 
County, as well as all Republicans of Washington State, please come to your senses.  You are 
destroying what our great country needs; solid conservative Republicans. Gorton, YOU come 
to Spokane County and convince us that your ideas on redistricting are good for us. You won't 
- you can't stand the heat. As for the creation of a new district based on race!  Scumbags you 
ALL are! Your actions make me detest being a Republican. As for me, I will work my a__ off to 
disparage your ability to continue in Washington State Politics - Its time for you to go away.  
Our endearing reference to you as Longshanks is not without merit; at the close of the day 
one thing rings true about William Wallace that nobody can deny - he was a loyal and fierce 
Scottish patriot, not driven by greed, money or lands, but for this love of his own country and 
determination to make sure that the people of Scotland never had to be subjected to the rule 
of England. It is for this reason that William Wallace is an inspirational figure in the history of 
Scotland and the hearts of the Scottish people.  William Wallace represents everything that 
you are not - I suggest you take on the nickname Longshanks; you wear it well! 

12/30/11 John M. Kowalski, 
Ph.D 

  Camas     Email       I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT THIS MAP HAS BEEN DRAWN TO PREVENT THE PEOPLE OF THE 
VANCOUVER WA AND CAMAS AREAS FROM HAVING EFFECTIVE DEMOCRATIC 
REPRESENTATION, AND INSTEAD IS GERRYMANDERED TO CONTINUE TO HAVE THAT FOX-
BOT, JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER VOTING IN OUR PLACE, ALL THE WHILE REPRESENTING THE 
REAL ESTATE AND HEALTH INSURANCE INDUSTRIES. THIS IS A DISGRACE TO THE PEOPLE OF 
WASHINGTON.  YOU PEOPLE HAVE NOT KEPT YOUR FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 
PEOPLE OF WASHINGTON STATE. I mean really folks - this state went for Dukakis in '84 - it is 
so overwhelmingly Democratic that this is a joke in the political world.  

12/30/11 John Wallwork         Email       Please do NOT Redistrict and split up the city of Pasco!  
12/30/11 Julie Murdock         Email       As a citizen of Chelan County I would like to weigh in on the plan to redistrict our area with 

the large western Washington city of Bellevue.  This looks like someone is trying to silence our 
voices on the issues!  It is completely unfair to group our conservative rural community with 
such a polar opposite city. Let our votes continue to count and  please stop this move!  Thank 
you. 

12/30/11 Karen L. Keleman   East 
Wenatchee 

    Email       My name is Karen Keleman.  I reside in the city of East Wenatchee, in Douglas County, 
Washington.  I would like to thank all members of the Commission and their staffs for their 
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extensive work on this important redistricting effort.    I realize that there will be no 
realignment that will fully address all concerns expressed, but I appreciate your efforts to do 
just that. I write to express opinions and concerns for fair access to representation under the 
proposed plans: Congressional District Proposals: Comments on the 12/28/11 C-GC_2.0 
(Gorton-Ceis) re 8th & 4th (and 5th) CD proposal General comment:  I am concerned about 
maintaining fair representation for the people of our area.  If Douglas County is split between 
two congressional districts, with the proposed inclusion of the City of East Wenatchee in the 
8th CD (a predominantly Seattle-based district), leaving the remainder of Douglas County in 
the 4th CD, this poses extreme managerial and representational challenges at all levels.  ? 
Many, if not most, of our local governmental, social service, educational, political, 
commercial, and recreational interests involve residents of the entire county—not a “big” city 
vs little community attitude.  We have strived for many decades to maintain a one-county 
approach in local governance and representation.  These interests will not be advanced by 
being split between two Congressional District Representatives, one of whom will 
undoubtedly focus energies mainly on the population centers s/he represents in Western 
Washington.  This proposal, if implemented, will work to set the clock backward by dividing 
the representation for the people of Douglas County.  ? It is highly unlikely that a future 8th 
CD representative would ever be elected from amongst the communities of Chelan County or 
the City of East Wenatchee.  Political campaigns being what they are, name recognition, 
population density/vote-getting, and cost of campaigns would prohibit most East Wenatchee 
citizens from even attempting a race in a congressional district comprised predominantly by 
Western-Washington residents.  The result will be a diminished access to fair representation 
for the citizens of East Wenatchee.  ? I suggest that your proposals for CD 4 and 5 warrant the 
following consideration—potential travel times and distances for a constituent or an 
incumbent or candidate in these districts: o Proposed CD 4: Oroville to Alderdale, 305 mi, 5 
hrs 31 min, o Proposed CD 5: Metaline Falls to College Place, 265 mi, 5 hrs 17 min, o Compare 
these travel times with that of someone who might hypothetically represent constituents 
from Lynden to Vancouver, 267 mi, 4 hrs 35 min.  

12/30/11 Karen L. Keleman   East 
Wenatchee 

    Email       o Travel distances are extreme.  No other proposed congressional district in the state restricts 
access to representation in this manner.  The amount of time and money needed for a 
constituent to travel to the offices of a CD Representative would, in many instances, be 
prohibitive.  This would be especially true for people who have limited assets. oPerhaps it 
would be more realistic to create a north and south district in Eastern Washington, with 
boundaries drawn similar to the current congressional districts. Legislative District Proposals: 
General comment:  Again, I am concerned about maintaining fair representation for our area.  
I don’t believe this will occur if Douglas County is split between two legislative districts.  As it 
appears that the congressional re-districting proposal will recommend that Douglas County 
be split into two congressional districts, I encourage you to maintain Douglas County in its 
entirety in one legislative district—preferably one coupled with Chelan County.  I say this for 
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the following reasons:  ? The communities and residents represented within the boundaries 
of Douglas (and Chelan) County live, work, and engage in recreation and commerce together.  
We share a public transportation system, a health district, regional support network, and 
many other services.  Many of the official names for these entities begin with, “Wenatchee 
Area…,” “Chelan-Douglas…,” or a similar descriptive term of this nature.  In many practical 
ways we are one large community, with common and shared facilities and needs. ? In terms 
of representation at the State level, it is most advantageous to the constituents that we share 
representatives who respond to all of the residents of Douglas County. ? In terms of access to 
representation at the local level, a split of Douglas County into two legislative districts will 
necessitate duplicate travel and time for many constituents, and for local elected and 
appointed officials. ? I would prefer that the proposal which is chosen include all of Douglas 
County in one legislative district. I appreciate your consideration of these concerns and look 
forward to hearing your deliberations over the days ahead. 

12/30/11 Kris Byrum         Email   5 6 I fully support Commissioner Tim Cies' plan. It ensures that Cheney and Medical Lake 
residents are represented by someone who shares their values and beliefs.  

12/30/11 Kristen Cejka 7th LD Spokane     Email       Hello,  I am in favor of the new plan presented by Tim Ceis this AM for Spokane County.  
Cheney, Medical Lake, and Airway Heights need to stay in the 6th LD and not be moved to the 
9th LD. 

12/30/11 Mariah Rose 
McKay 

Washhington 
Community Action 
Network 

Spokane     Email       The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis seems to be the most 
common sense and logical option for the new 6th LD. Airway Heights, Medical Lake and 
Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the recent Foster plan and initial Ceis 
plan propose. These areas interests and values are best voiced in a legislative district that is 
wholly captured in the confines of Spokane County. To settle for a map, like Commissioner 
Huff proposed, on the other hand, blatantly disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County and does not seem to take into account using streets as 
boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane legislative districts. Rockford, 
Fairfield, Waverly and Latah would not have a community of interest with the 6th legislative 
district as proposed by Commissioner Huff or said another way, they would have a greater 
community of interest with with 4th legislative district per the joint map that was proposed 
awhile back by Commissioners Ceis and Foster. Plus it is good to have EWU and WSU in 
different districts to ensure the broadest possible representation for higher education in the 
state legislature. Thank you for considering my comments.  

12/30/11 Marianne Lincoln School Board, Bethel Spanaway     Email     2 I could not let the mapping process wrap up without a comment on the boundaries of the 
28th LD. The inclusion of the area known as Elk PLain into an area contaning Dupont, 
Lakewood and University Place was an aggregious stretch of the imagination. The JBLM area 
between Elk PLain and the other cities has no roads that are accessible to the average 
population. The trip to get to the other side of the district requires travelling through at least 
one other district, the 29th, if not more. The only route would invole 12 to 15 miles of travel 
through that other district to get to the rest of the district population for meetings. In other 
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words, there is absolutely nothing contiguous about this Elk Plain inclusion. The east side of 
JBLM is completely unpopulated and lt only has one gate which is only accessible to people 
with military stickers. I have attached two maps, one of roads, one aerial of the unpopulated 
area and the route to get across it. As a person who has spent recent time on unemployment, 
the gas money to attend meeting and be involved through this arrangement is prohibitive and 
unfair. Bad map lines. You should have included  portion of the current 29th rather than 
skipping down to Elk Plain for the 28th LD. That chain link fence with razor wire around forest 
just isn't what I call a contiguous piece of population. 

12/30/11 Mary Ann and 
Roger Bosky 

  Spokane     Email       I think the commissioner Huff map is gerrymandering Spokane City and County into partisan 
districts rather than neighborhoods.  This does not ensure our interests are represented fairly 
in Olympia. Thank you for your time. 

12/30/11 Melvin Neil         Email       I feel that the map that the Democrats have in place is the more logical choose. It makes the 
district lines make more sense by using normal streets and it lets the districts more reflect the 
issues that affect them. The issues that the city need are different than the rural county. 

12/30/11 Mike and Connie 
Coopersmith, 
PCO 4008 

        Email       We live in the Mead area on Peone Prarie. There is a very simple fix to adjust the numbers for 
Districts 3, 4 and 6 . The districts would be very similar to what they are presently with the 
4ths giving up a few precincts to the 3rd to balance out the numbers. However,  it appears 
you have chosen to redraw the districts to fit some political goal you have. Your jury rigging 
the system for your own ends is causing lots of anger. You are our unrepresentative 
Commissioners.  Who do you represent?  Certainly, you do not represent those Republicans 
who are for fairness, honesty, & integrity  You definitely have an agenda. It is time for you to 
go away--maybe to the Democrat party where people like you are common place and 
welcomed with open arms. They like snakes.  

12/30/11 Penelope Pierson         Email       I understand that there is a move to include the 9th district with Walla Walla instead of south 
Spokane.  The Ninth District represents agriculture, higher education, small businesses, etc.  
Our current legislators represent these diverse interests very well.  Washington State 
University has a presence in Pullman and Spokane and these areas should remain together.  
Thank you.   

12/30/11 Robin Meenach, 
9th District Voter 

  Valleyford     Email       I have been following the proposals for re-districting in the Spokane area.  I object to 
throwing the entire southern half of Spokane County out of the 9th.  We are rural and heavily 
dependent on agriculture, making us similar to Whitman County.  We have been ably 
represented by people closely associated with the ag industry who understand our needs.  I 
fully realize that some of the 9th must be realigned because of changes in the 3rd, 4th, and 
6th, but cutting so deeply into the ag base is not reasonable. 

12/30/11 Ruben Ruelas 
Lupy Valverde-
Ruelas 

  East 
Wenatchee 

    Email       My family and I have lived in Douglas County outside the city limits of East Wenatchee for 
almost 38 years.  My wife and I both have been active members in both communities and 
active voters over the years.  We do not want to see Douglas County divided nor separated 
through this redistricting process!  Therefore, we strongly recommend that Douglas County 
be kept wholly inside one Congressional and one Legislative district!  Douglas County has 
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always been a part of Chelan County sharing a mutual bond and mutual interests.  Let's keep 
it this way!  Thank you. 

12/30/11 Shirley and Larry 
Grossman 

        Email       The Huff proposal is obviously politically motivated, and we are incensed that this could be 
happening in our state. We wholly expect that your commission will do what is right. 

12/30/11 T. James Davis                Email       Having reviewed the proposed boundaries of the new 8th CD I offer the following comments: 
1. Splitting Douglas County in the proposed manner that would put the greater East 
Wenatchee area into the 8th CD and the much larger but mostly small town, and rural of the 
rest of the county into the 4th CD may provide a convenient Commission compromise but it 
will make it difficult for Douglas County Government entities to work with multiple U.S. 
Representatives. 2. Making government work for the people it serves is the responsibility of 
locally elected county officials.  County officials work for all the citizens of Douglas County.  
Governance at the local level involves consensus, communication, and compromise.  Having 
two U.S. Representatives who may not share the same views and/or values because they live 
on either side of the Cascade curtain or they may not be in the same Congressional caucus is 
problematic for County elected officials that represent all the county citizens.  3. I have been a 
publically elected Public Utility District Commissioner in Douglas County since 1-1-87.  I have 
had significant interaction with member of the U.S. Congress since Douglas County PUD owns 
and operates a federally licensed hydro electric dam, Wells Dam, on the Columbia River.  
From time to time there are federal issues that impact the operation or benefits of Wells Dam 
operations.  Having two different U.S. Representatives that represent one group, the people 
of Douglas County who own Wells Dam, that may or may not be in agreement on the same 
federal issue is not good governance.  In fact it is quite the opposite.  I foresee potential 
frustration and very complicated policy making for those of us that represent all the citizens 
of Douglas County. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Redistricting 
Commission Proposal for new Congressional Districts. 

12/30/11 Tanya Riordan 6th LD  Spokane     Email       An important point of feedback regarding Slade Gorton’s comments at the beginning of the 
meeting yesterday- and in reference to Commissioner Huff’s plan.  Slade mentioned that 
Eastern WA 9th legislative district is entirely rural.  It is not entirely rural.  It has been 
extensively developed- and that’s why the north part of the 9th should be added to the 6th 
district.  The 9th should include the real rural areas.  The 6th is an area of suburbia, and the 
3rd is obviously the most urban area.  Please make this distinction clear when drawing the 
boundaries for these areas. Cheney, Medical Lake, and Airway Heights should absolutely be 
included in the 6th District. They interact closely with Spokane County communities, industry 
and legislators and their interests should be further incorporated versus continuing to be 
isolated. Please hold true to your stated goals and values- and use major arterials and streets 
as the boundaries for Spokane County Legislative Districts. Huff’s plan does not use natural 
boundaries- but what appears to be partisan preference. Huff’s plan is despicable- and it is 
insulting that it is even being considered by the commissioners.   

12/30/11 Tanya Riordan 6th LD  Spokane     Email       Thank you Tim Ceis for addressing the concerns for the Eastern WA legislative Districts.  The 
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new plan you presented today at the meeting looks great.  (from what I could see).   I hope 
that the boundaries are based on natural dividers though.  (main arterials, neighborhood 
boundaries, etc.)   

12/30/11 Tom Platt   Davenport     Email       I share the concern of other Lincoln County citizens that splitting our county (and 
commensurately 4 of the 7 towns) into two legislative districts divided by Highway 2 (Huff 
plan) does not make sense and disenfranchises our citizens in that it becomes impossible for 
us to have a unified voice when speaking to the legislature. I support the Foster proposal that 
keeps Lincoln County intact in the 7th legislative district. 

12/30/11           Email       Please do not split along the lines of highway 2--this divides the towns of Reardan, Davenport, 
Creston and Wilbur and splits Lincoln County in half.  We are small; we are rural; we'd like to 
remain whole. 

12/30/11 David Valiant       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

1     The puyallup annexation is composed of around 20 parcels. It currently contains 6 residences 
but will be redeveloped. A portion of this annexation is zoned medium to high density 
residential. 

12/30/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

4     "I have issues with Congressional Districts 8, 1, and 2. The southern area of Pierce County in 
Congressional District 8 has no business being in there if the purpose of this is to have a 
common community with shared interests and goals." continued..."There should be some 
balance in redistricting. For example, Kitsap is to itself in one district, but Thurston, the same 
size, has been split.  Snohomish and Pierce should have the same number of districts. With 
the eastern part of the proposed 8th Congressional District, it should have more connections 
with the rest of the district. It makes more sense for it to either have both US-2 and I-90 or 
US-2 and Washington 20. Chelan and Douglas counties are part of Seattle's DMA. Why split 
Tacoma into three pieces while Seattle’s only split into 2?"  

12/30/11 Rebecca Ableman       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

5     "Please consider maintaining the City of Lake Stevens in District 2 instead of placing the 
jurisdiction in predominately rural District 1. The city has more issue and interest in common 
with urban areas than with small rural cities and rural or resource lands to the east and 
north." Scroll down here. "Placing Lake Stevens into a rural district would be a less practical 
representation of the differing community interests and issues. An adjust-" -- "an adjustment 
to the northern boundary of the proposed district would be more appropriate." And she lives 
in the City of Lake Stevens. 

12/30/11 Shane Thorson       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

9     Pasco should stay together as one voting city and placed in District 9. It is a good idea to place 
West Richland into the 16th. 

12/30/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

10     Renton should not be split into 3 legislative districts. The 37th GOP objects to the fact that 
37th is one of only 5 districts that would constrain more than one city. This reduces public 
participation in the process as people are concerned with things that happen in their city but 
not in some other place. 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

11     As you discuss these small adjustments to create districts of the 'ideal' population, keep in 
mind that this ideal will never actually exist. You are creating ideal districts that might have 
existed at the moment the census was taken, but there is no one moment when the 
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population froze in place and the census was accurate. Error -- please err on the side of 
maintaining logical, physical community connections -- counties, cities, school districts – as 
best you can within the requirements of the law for allowable deviations. 

12/30/11 Linda Atkins       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

12     I would like to hear the commissioners address the proposed new boundaries of the 8th 
congressional district, and explain on the record how this proposal achieves the goals of 
compactness and community of interest. 

12/30/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Online - As 
Read 

13     "Douglas County has already commented on our preference for Commissioner Huff's 
Legislative Plan. We have reviewed Commissioner Foster's Legislative Plan and here are our 
concerns and comments. "Let's see. (As read) "Previously Douglas County commented on a 
plan that split Riverside Trailer Park and in so doing split multiple trailers in half. We must 
again ask the Commission not to split Riverside Trailer Park, but move the boundary between 
the 12thand 13th Legislative Districts to the west to boundary between our voting precincts 
of 202 and 204.We ask that you follow our newly adopted voting precinct boundaries and not 
split our precincts in creating boundaries between Legislative Districts 12and 13 if you must 
split the county between these districts. As read) "Our voting precincts were created by 
looking" -- I think it should be -- "at population and taking into account the boundaries of 
special election and taxing districts. Splitting precincts affects privacy issues when reporting 
election results via precinct and could impact our newly adopted county commissioner 
boundaries. The boundary between Districts 12 and 13 splits 14 voting precincts in urban and 
rural areas of Douglas County. We will send maps of the areas of concern. "COMM. CEIS: 
Who's that from? CHAIRWOMAN POWELL: That's from Amanda Taub. She's was from Douglas 
County, She's in the auditor's office. continues, (as read) "There's a long swath of District 13 in 
the Columbia River just north of the City of Bridgeport. This needs to be removed and put into 
District 12.Also, the boundary between Districts 12 and 13 split the City of Bridgeport in the 
north part of the city. The western and southern boundary the Commission is using for 
Bridgeport is incorrect. Please see our city limit GIS layer for up-to-date Bridgeport boundary. 
"And then another comment from her: "There is a sliver of District 12 cutting into District 13 
near SR 174 and Crown Vista Point Road on the border of Douglas County and Grant County 
that should be moved into the thir-" -- "District 13." 

12/30/11 Elliot Fabric       Olympia Online - As 
Read 

14     "I am in the 6th Legislative District currently, and Mr. Ceis's proposal makes sense in keeping 
urban communities together and rural communities together." 

12/30/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco   Olympia Online - As 
Read 

15     Mr. Matt Watkins, Pasco mayor: (as read) "I want to thank the commission for your hard 
work. We all know you're in crunch time and appreciate the balancing act you have" -- "you 
have in satisfying a difficult array of criteria. We know you have to have districts with equal 
numbers" -- "have to have districts of equal numbers and need to comply with the Voting 
Rights Act and not favor or discriminate against incumbents, candidates, or parties. We just 
ask that you do your best not to divide the city of Pasco or Franklin County and retain our 
community of common of interest. 

12/30/11 Mariah       Olympia Online - As 16     The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis -- I don't know if that's 
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Read different from the map you had today -- seems to be the most common sense and logical 

option. I like this plan better than Mr. Huff's proposal. 
12/30/11 MaryAnn       Olympia Online - As 

Read 
17     I am enthusiastic about Commissioner Ceis' plan for the 6th Legislative District. I hope you 

support it. 
12/30/11 Debra Perry       Olympia Testimony 2     My name is Debra Perry. I'm the mayor of Milton. And short and sweet, which is, Milton is 

almost 7,000 people, and we are within two counties, which poses all its own set of problems, 
which you guys are gracious this year to help us with our EMS. We had problems with EMS 
because we were between counties. So I would like to ask that whatever district we end up 
with, that we have one representative. And with that, also, I would like to be with cities such 
as Federal Way or Fife, who share the same problems we do, which is that we are on the I-5 
corridor. And because we are so small, people forget that we face to those same issues. One 
of our urban growth areas that we are in the process of annexing in is along 99, which is also 
along the I-5 corridor. So light rail, transportation, I-5 corridors, those are the issues that we 
face every day. Thank you very much. 

12/30/11 Bart Taylor       Olympia Testimony 3     Yes. My name is Bart Taylor. And I am mayor pro tem of Milton, and that's spelled. And I just 
have to echo Debra Perry's comments. I actually live on one side of the district, and she lives 
on the other. It's very confusing for our people. The district that I live in services about 800 
people. And her district services about 6500. I come from a retirement center, quite large, 
dealing with a lot of senior citizens. It's very confusing for them. I personally get a lot of 
questions, "Well, who am I supposed to be talking to?" It would be so much easier if we could 
just have one of representative for the entire city. Thank you. 

12/30/11 Miguel Blanco       Olympia Testimony 6     My name is Miguel Blanco. I work in Tacoma. And I'm here to represent the Pierce County 
argument with the 29th District.  The 29th District is accustomed to having minority 
representation. Ms. Rosa Franklin represented the district for many, many years.  Pierce 
County has grown 88.3 percent on behalf of the Hispanic demographic as of the last census in 
2010.  I know this. I am the president of the Pierce County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 
To have -- to -- excuse me -- to not have a minority-majority district in a place that's 
experiencing tremendous growth on behalf of individuals from the minority populations is not 
good for representative democracy.  So here I am before you asking that it would --  that it 
can be considered to have the 29th District  become that legislative district that is majority-  
majority [sic], one of the few that should be in place  based on the growth that we've had in 
population in  Washington state.  And with that, I -- I end. Thank you.     

12/30/11 Lua Pritchard       Olympia Testimony 7     I am Lua Pritchard, from Tacoma, Washington.  And I'm here to urge the Commission to make 
the 29th Legislative District in Tacoma-Pierce County a majority of people of color. I am also 
the chair of the Pierce County Asian Pacific Island Coalition. And I am a member of the 
Win/Win Network.  30 percent or one in three, Pierce County residents is a person of color. 
Our elected representatives should reflect a diversity of Tacoma.  As you complete your work, 
we urge you to prioritize and not divide communities in Tacoma-Pierce County that  have 
historically been the home to people of color,  especially in the Salishan eastside Tacoma and 
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Lincoln  Tacoma and others.  In 2010 census, just for the Asian Pacific Island people -- 
population alone, there was a thir- -- 40 percent increase in population, just for Asian Pacific 
Islanders. And in the respective 29th  District location that is in question right now with  you, 
east Tacoma, 38th District, Lincoln High School,  are mostly people of color.  A 29th Legislative 
District in Tacoma-Pierce County that is a majority of people of color that will increase voter 
turnout and civic participation because communities will feel that their vote can make an 
impact. A 29th Legislative District in Tacoma-Pierce County that is a majority of people of 
color will encourage representatives to be genuinely accountable to the diverse needs and 
issues of the community. We urge you to improve civic engagement in underrepresentative 
communities in Tacoma-Pierce County by creating a POC-majority 29th Legislative District.  
Thank you for your time and consideration.   

12/30/11 Dexter Gordon       Olympia Testimony 8     My name is Dexter Gordon, D-e-x-t-e-r G-o-r-d-o-n, so a little bit different from Slade Gorton.  
I live and work in Tacoma, I am also part of the Win/Win Network, I'm a member of the 
Tacoma Black Collective, and I'm actually a professor at the University of Puget Sound. I'm 
here to testify on behalf of our effort to have the Commission establish or, we think, 
reestablish the 29th Legislative District in Tacoma as a people-of-color-majority district.  I 
have a particular interest in this because, both as a professor and as someone who is very 
active in my community in Tacoma, I am consistently engaged in the effort to get people in 
general, young people in particular, engaged in their civic duties, their civic responsibilities.  
And I should let you know that I -- as part of the  recent political season, I ran for school 
board; so I  was at people's doors and engaged with people at all  kinds of levels. And the 
most heartbreaking element of my experience was the number of young people of color who 
told me their votes didn't matter and they had no reason to participate in the process.  I want 
to urge you to make the 29th District a people-of-color-majority district because it will be a 
boost to democracy in Tacoma. And for all the efforts of these many years, especially 46 years 
since the Voting Rights Act, and we see levels of voting going down among people of color. It 
is a disheartening prospect. And anything that we can do to enhance that process will 
enhance this notion of representative democracy and will enhance the quality of our lives and 
the quality of participation from all sectors of our community.  Thank you.  COMM. GORTON: 
Excuse me. Tell me, what do you teach at UPS?  MR. GORDON: I'm a teacher of rhetoric.         

12/30/11 Michal Bryc   Seattle     SM   7   Leave Beacon Hill in District 7 with the rest of Seattle 
12/30/11 Gary Swartz   Otis Orchard     SM   5 4 The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis initially seems to best 

incorporate logical boundaries especially as it pertains to using streets as major borders.    
Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the 
recent Foster plan and initial Ceis plan propose.          Airway Heights, Medical Lake and 
Cheney interests and values are best voiced in a legislative district that is wholly captured in 
the confines of the Spokane County Borders.     I support only splitting Spokane County into 4 
districts versus 5.  This makes a great deal more sense for our community in Spokane to 
ensure our interests are most truly represented in Olympia.    To settle for a map, like 
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Commissioner Huff proposed, seems to blatantly disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County.     The recent Commissioner Huff map does not seem to 
take into account using streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane 
legislative districts.    The Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the 
representation for Spokane and Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the 
constituents of the City of Spokane or Spokane County. 

12/30/11 Carol Vass   Kent     SM   8 47 I would respectively request that the Commission revise the proposed dividing line between 
District 9 and District 8.  I live in the Lake Meridian area of Kent.  If you extend the current 
boundary line in District 9 that -- roughly -- follows the Soos Creek Trail and end it at Kent-
Kangley (Hwy 516), my neighborhood would be included in the new 9th district along with 
most of my long time friends and neighbors.  It is a natural affinity and SHOULD not be broken 
up. 

12/30/11 Ruth Ryan   Spokane     SM   5 9 Keep as much of the current 9th Legislative District as possible.  The smaller towns and 
farming country have a lot in common.  My precinct in Spokane County, 9005, is in the 
farming acreage that is about 10 miles south of the main part of Spokane.  The south part of 
this county is not "city" oriented. Please consider leaving us as we are now.  Thank you. 

12/30/11 Micki Harnois Town of Rockford Rockford     SM   5 9 I am the Mayor of the Town of Rockford which is located in the northeast corner of Leg Dist 9. 
We are a rural farming community and fit in well with the existing district 9 boundaries which 
predominantly consists of an agricultural economic base. Our representatives and senator 
also are from geographical agricultural areas which helps them understand our needs. Please 
keep the district lines as they are now as they work for this part of Eastern Wasdhington. 

12/30/11           SM   4 10 This plan is ludicrous as it completely disenfranchises both the people of SE Seattle and the 
people of Mercer Island and Bellevue.  The demographics of these two areas are diametrically 
opposed as one area is relatively poor and the other is relatively propserous.  All you are 
doing is setting up a conflict within the district. 

12/30/11           SM   8   The proposed new 8th district is very large, and crosses the Cascades.  This is a significant 
change from the current 8th district boundaries. This proposal is not compact, and there is 
little logic to grouping suburban King County with Chelan and Kittitas counties.  There are few 
shared interests with this grouping.  East and South King County is suburban, and most 
residents commute to Auburn, Kent, Renton, Bellevue or Seattle to work.  The issues and 
concerns of this King County population are very different from those of communities in 
Chelan and Kittitas Counties.  Areas of King County located east of I-5 and north of the Pierce 
County line should be placed entirely within a single congressional district, and no portion of 
King County should be grouped with Kittitas or Chelan counties. 

12/30/11 Joanna Cullen   Seattle     SM   7 37 Joanna Cullen  Please ensure that all of Seattle is in one congressional district. I live at 21st 
and E. Union in Seattle's Central Area and have found that the emphasis of placing all 
minorities into one legislative district troubling where it is not honoring geographic nearness 
and access and divides neighborhoods. This usually dilutes the influence those groups could 
exert in more than one district while at the same time creating barriers for those who are 
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trying to advocate for their neighborhoods and schools. Dividing neighborhoods hurts the 
neighborhoods where people live. The Central District and area of Seattle betewen E. 
Madison and I 90 represents some of the oldest residential neighborhoods of Seattle and 
should be included in the District that represents most of Seattle. For instance Seattle 
schools, transportation, roads, air have both State and Federal issues and should be left 
whole in order to advocate as one. No, minority populations should not be divided in a way 
that purposely splits naturally concentrated neighborhoods and geographic areas. However, 
dividing the neighborhoods they are in and not honoring boundaries that allow for easy 
access to other parts the same district creates barriers for all to participate and advocate for 
their streets, schools, transportation, public safety, and much more. Please as you draw the 
Congressional lines and Washington State Legislative Districts please remember these points. 
I hope that part of your mission is to do the best you can for all the citizens of this state. I 
have not had time recently to follow all of the details, however, I hope you will carefully 
consider as part of your mission to fairly give all neighborhoods and areas a fair hearing. Tthis 
is the first time that Seattle's core has been split where natural transportation routes, and 
neighborhoods are split and are also split off from a central portion of the city. I don't believe 
that this will serve anyone well. I predict that if this happens Adam Smith will be reelected 
anyway, and we will loose our connection to the rest of Seattle. Since we will be in a District 
with less of a Seattle focus, what is good for a Seattle constituency will be easier to ignore. 

12/30/11 Roger G. Flygare   Federal Way     SM   9 30 WSRC members, I would encourage the members to consider city and county boundaries in 
drawing your boundary lines.  Specifically, for South King County, I do believe it would be a 
hardship and less beneficial to include the precinct(s) located in the city of Milton to fall 
within the City of Federal Way and the precinct(s) located in South King County to fall into 
Pierce County jurisdiction.  The costs associated with meeting county voters information and 
ballots from differing counties in these tough economic times needs to be well considered 
before your final ruling.  Where cities are concerned, the interests of the population within 
the city borders need to be important considerations in your deliberations.  City voters need 
to be able to vote for city officials and state legislators that impact their areas. 

12/30/11 Patrick D Rushing, 
Mayor 

City of Airway Heights Aireway 
Heights 

    SM   5 7 As Mayor of the City of Airway Heights, I believe that the Foster plan divides our City as it was 
for years. The cities of Airway Heights, Cheney and Medical Lake have been working on a 
West Plains Coalition of Cities so that we can work our legislative issues together. By having 
the same representative to work closely with, we can reduce any confusion through the 
"grapevine" effect. If it is not possible to redraw the lines, at least leave the city of Airway 
Heights represented by one legislator.    Thank you for your attention in this matter.    Patrick 
D. Rushing  Mayor  City of Airway Heights 

12/30/11 Patrick D Rushing, 
Mayor 

City of Airway Heights Aireway 
Heights 

    SM   5 7 As Mayor of the City of Airway Heights, I believe that the Foster plan divides our City as it was 
for years. The cities of Airway Heights, Cheney and Medical Lake have been working on a 
West Plains Coalition of Cities so that we can work our legislative issues together. By having 
the same representative to work closely with, we can reduce any confusion through the 
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"grapevine" effect. If it is not possible to redraw the lines, at least leave the city of Airway 
Heights represented by one legislator.    Thank you for your attention in this matter.    Patrick 
D. Rushing  Mayor  City of Airway Heights 

12/30/11 Patrick D Rushing, 
Mayor 

City of Airway Heights Aireway 
Heights 

    SM   5 7 As Mayor of the City of Airway Heights, I recommend keeping the city under representation in 
the seventh legislative district. The Foster proposal will separate the city. 

12/30/11 Pamela Henshaw   Cle Elum     SM   4   Is this just another ploy to get Eastern Washington to support more of Western 
Washington!!!!!  We don't want it!  We need our own representation on this side of the state 
and not someone from Auburn representing us!  If we wanted to be in that district, we'd 
move there!!!!!  If they raise a tax over on the coast, are we going to have to pay more from 
here to support them!  I SAY "NO"!!!  Enough already!!!!! 

12/30/11 Karen L. Keleman   East 
Wenatchee 

    SM   4 12 Good morning.  My name is Karen Keleman.  I reside in the city of East Wenatchee, in Douglas 
County, Washington.  I would like to thank all members of the Commission and their staffs for 
their extensive work on this important redistricting effort.    I realize that there will be no 
realignment that will fully address all concerns expressed, but I appreciate your efforts to do 
just that.    I write to express opinions and concerns for fair access to representation under 
the proposed plans:    Congressional District Proposals: Comments on the 12/28/11 C-GC_2.0 
(Gorton-Ceis) re 8th & 4th (and 5th) CD proposal  General comment:  I am concerned about 
maintaining fair representation for the people of our area.  If Douglas County is split between 
two congressional districts, with the proposed inclusion of the City of East Wenatchee in the 
8th CD (a predominantly Seattle-based district), leaving the remainder of Douglas County in 
the 4th CD, this poses extreme managerial and representational challenges at all levels.   • 
Many, if not most, of our local governmental, social service, educational, political, 
commercial, and recreational interests involve residents of the entire county—not a “big” city 
vs little community attitude.  We have strived for many decades to maintain a one-county 
approach in local governance and representation.  These interests will not be advanced by 
being split between two Congressional District Representatives, one of whom will 
undoubtedly focus energies mainly on the population centers s/he represents in Western 
Washington.  This proposal, if implemented, will work to set the clock backward by dividing 
the representation for the people of Douglas County.    • It is highly unlikely that a future 8th 
CD representative would ever be elected from amongst the communities of Chelan County or 
the City of East Wenatchee.  Political campaigns being what they are, name recognition, 
population density/vote-getting, and cost of campaigns would prohibit most East Wenatchee 
citizens from even attempting a race in a congressional district comprised predominantly by 
Western-Washington residents.  The result will be a diminished access to fair representation 
for the citizens of East Wenatchee.    • I suggest that your proposals for CD 4 and 5 warrant 
the following consideration—potential travel times and distances for a constituent or an 
incumbent or candidate in these districts:  o Proposed CD 4: Oroville to Alderdale, 305 mi, 5 
hrs 31 min,  o Proposed CD 5: Metaline Falls to College Place, 265 mi, 5 hrs 17 min,  o 
Compare these travel times with that of someone who might hypothetically represent 
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constituents from Lynden to Vancouver, 267 mi, 4 hrs 35 min.    o Travel distances are 
extreme.  No other proposed congressional district in the state restricts access to 
representation in this manner.  The amount of time and money needed for a constituent to 
travel to the offices of a CD Representative would, in many instances, be prohibitive.  This 
would be especially true for people who have limited assets.  o Perhaps it would be more 
realistic to create a north and south district in Eastern Washington, with boundaries drawn 
similar to the current congressional districts.          Legislative District Proposals:  General 
comment:  Again, I am concerned about maintaining fair representation for our area.  I don’t 
believe this will occur if Douglas County is split between two legislative districts.  As it appears 
that the congressional re-districting proposal will recommend that Douglas County be split 
into two congressional districts, I encourage you to maintain Douglas County in its entirety in 
one legislative district—preferably one coupled with Chelan County.  I say this for the 
following reasons:   • The communities and residents represented within the boundaries of 
Douglas (and Chelan) County live, work, and engage in recreation and commerce together.  
We share a public transportation system, a health district, regional support network, and 
many other services.  Many of the official names for these entities begin with, “Wenatchee 
Area…,” “Chelan-Douglas…,” or a similar descriptive term of this nature.  In many practical 
ways we are one large community, with common and shared facilities and needs.    • In terms 
of representation at the State level, it is most advantageous to the constituents that we share 
representatives who respond to all of the residents of Douglas County.  • In terms of access to 
representation at the local level, a split of Douglas County into two legislative districts will 
necessitate duplicate travel and time for many constituents, and for local elected and 
appointed officials.  • I would prefer that the proposal which is chosen include all of Douglas 
County in one legislative district.    I appreciate your consideration of these concerns and look 
forward to hearing your deliberations over the days ahead.    Respectfully yours,    Karen L. 
Keleman  326 N Kansas Ave  East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

12/30/11 DOROTHY M 
SPOERHASE 

  Spokane     SM   5 3 I recommend using the Foster plan redistrict. It makes much better sense to me as the best 
way to give the most people representation for their area's activities and interests. 

12/30/11 Cynthia Hamilton   Spokane     SM   5 6 I am a long time resident of Spokane County and I have been watching with interest as you go 
about redistricting. I work in real estate and as a former appointed Youth Commissioner, and 
as a current member of the Chase Youth Foundation and I see strong reasons for wanting to 
include people of similar interests together as is shown in the Foster Map, as opposed to the 
Huff map, which legislatively isolates bodies of persons who have similar interests.      I am 
mindful of voter suppression efforts around the rest of the country and would hate to see an 
example of voter nullification in my own back yard... 

12/30/11           SM     6 we strongly oppose the politicizing of the redistricting that is being proposed by Huff.   This is 
not democracy, and we expect the Redistricting Commission to do its duty, and pick a map 
that logically makes sense. 

12/30/11 Geoffery       Olympia Webcast 1     This is a congressional district concern with the 9th and 10th districts. 
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McAnalloy 

12/30/11 Geoffery 
McAnalloy 

      Olympia Webcast 2     This is a congressional concern with the 9th and 10th districts. It would make much more 
sense to swap the 9th and 10th districts and move the portion of Tacoma that Adam Smith 
lives in to the switched 9th and not split the municipality of Tacoma into 3 congressional 
districts as currently proposed. Adam is on the Armed Services task force and should continue 
to support the bases that are in his current 9th district. As well as a gay man in a 13 year 
relationship raising 3 adopted boys, the new 10th should be the majority/minority district 
that has been created and currently named the 9th which should be made the 10th to get 
representation in the house of representative that will stand up to over turn DOMA and 
support the majority/minority district that has been created. Mr. Smith has chosen to not join 
his counterparts in supporting my minority and over turning DOMA and thus giving me my 
civil rights to marry my 13 year domestic partner. 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 3     (FYI - the audio quality this morning is poor, keeps cutting in and out) 
12/30/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 4     Love the inability to see the meeting online.... 
12/30/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 5     The 2 houses are not affiliated with the church. 
12/30/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 6     server not found error 
12/30/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 7     I have issues with CD 8, 1, and 2.  The southern area of Pierce county in CD 8 has no business 

being in their if the purpose of this is to have a common community with shared interests and 
goals. 

12/30/11 Rebecca Ableman       Olympia Webcast 8     Congressional District Issue-Please consider maintaining the City of Lake Stevens in District 2 
instead of placing the jurisdiction in predominately rural District 1The City has more issue and 
interest in common with urban areas rather than small rural cities and rural or resources 
lands to the east and north Placing Lake Stevens into a â€œruralâ€ � di      
practical representation of the differing community interests and issues. An adjustment to the 
northern boundary of the proposed district would be more appropriate. Comment From City 
of Lake Stevens 

12/30/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 9     There should be some balance in the redistricting.  For example Kitsap is to itself in one 
district, but thurston, the same size has been split.  Snohomish and Pierce should have the 
same nbumber of districts. 

12/30/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 10     With the eastern part of the proposed 8th CD, it should have more connections with the rest 
of the district. IT majes more sence for it to either have both US 2 and I-90 or US2 and WA 20.   
Chelan and Douglas counties are part of Settles DMA , why arent they part of the 8th just for 
that? 

12/30/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 11      
 
Why protect the crrent congresspeople when the state doesnt have residency requirements? 

12/30/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 12      
 
Why split Tacoma into three pieces...while Seattle is only split into 2? 
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12/30/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 13     The puyallup annexation is composed of around 20 parcels. It currently contains 6 residences 

but will be redeveloped. A portion of this annexation is zoned medium to high density 
residential. 

12/30/11 Shane Thorson       Olympia Webcast 14     Pasco should stay together as one voting city and placed in District 9.  It is a good idea to 
place West Richland into the 16th District. 

12/30/11 Mary Johnson-
Hall, Elections 
Supervisor 

County, Pierce Pierce 
County 

  Olympia Webcast 15     Regarding the census error in Milton/Edgewood border.  Would it be possible for you to add 
something to the redistricting plan narrative that would allow us to correct the census error. 

12/30/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 16     Renton should not be split into 3 legislative districts.   The 37th GOP objects to the fact that 
37th is one of only 5 districts that would contrain more then one city.   This reduces public 
particiption in the process as people are concerned with things happen in their city but not in 
some other place.   The only reason we can see for this grafting of Renton and Seattle is keep 
peope from getting proper infromation of what is happening. 

12/30/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 17     The 37th GOP also notes that Renton and Seattle use different libary systems, and school 
systems.   It its our futher observtion that the current office holders in the 37th ARE ALMOST 
NEVER IN RENTON either to attend events or have public meetings.   ALL OF RENTON SHOULD 
BE IN THE 11TH 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 18     As you discuss these small adjustments to create districts of the "ideal" population, keep in 
mind that this ideal will never actually exist. You are creating ideal districts that might have 
existed at the moment the census was taken, but there is no one moment when the 
population froze in place and the census was accurate. Err on the side of maintaining logical, 
physical community connections - counties, cities, school districts - as best you can within the 
requirements of the law for allowable deviations. Momentary deviations are defensible, 
sticking voters with odd splits, bits and pieces for the next ten years is not. 

12/30/11 Linda Atkins       Olympia Webcast 19     I would like to hear the commissioners address the proposed new boundaries of the 8th 
congressional district, and explain on the record how this proposal achieves the goals of 
compactness and community of interest. 

12/30/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 20     Douglas County has already commented on our preference for Commissioner Tom Huffâ€™s 
Legislative Plan. We have reviewed Commissioner Fosterâ€™s Legislative Plan and here are 
our concerns and comments. 
1) Previously, Douglas County commented on a plan that split the Riverside Trailer Park and in 
so doing split multiple trailers in half. We must again ask the Commission to not split the 
Riverside Trailer Park, but move the boundary between the 12th and 13th Legislative Districts 
to the west to boundary between our voting precincts of 202 and 204. 2) We ask that you 
follow our newly adopted voting precinct boundaries and not to split our precincts in creating 
the boundary between Legislative Districts 12 and 13 if you must split the County between 
these districts. Our voting precincts were created by looking population and by taking into 
account the boundaries of special election and taxing districts. Splitting precincts affects 
privacy issues when reporting election results via precinct and could impact our newly 
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adopted County Commissioner boundaries. The boundary between Districts 12 and 13 splits 
14 voting precincts in urban and rural areas of Douglas County. We will send maps of the 
areas of concern. 

12/30/11 Amanda Taub County, Douglas East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 21     3) There is a long swath of District #13 in the Columbia River just to north of the City of 
Bridgeport. This needs to be removed and put into District 12. Also, the boundary between 
Districts 12 and 13 split the City of Bridgeport in the north part of the City. Also, the western 
and southern boundary the Commission is using for Bridgeport is incorrect. Please see our 
City Limits GIS layer for the up to date Bridgeport boundary. 4) There is a sliver of District 12 
cutting into District 13 near SR 174 and Crown Vista Point Road on the border of Douglas 
County and Grant County that should be moved into District 13. 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 22     Eastern Washington and Central Washington are not the same place. You have not dealt with 
eastern Washington at all yet. 

12/30/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 23     With Central washington, the part of the 8th CD on the east side should amount to at least 1 
entrie Legislative district 

12/30/11 Linda Atkins       Olympia Webcast 24     If there is to be a vote on a map, please display the map to be voted on for us online to see. 
12/30/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 25     I concur with Linda Atkins (above), but I would expand the question regarding compactness 

and commonality to the new 1st CD.  Combining the highly urban Eastside (Kirkland, etc.) with 
rural and mountain areas along the Canadian border is rather absurd.  It would be better to 
add, say, all of Whatcom and Skagit to the 2nd, replacing them with north Puget Sound towns 
farther west than the current borders. 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 26     Could you pan a little to the west so Lincoln County can see what's up? What have you doe to 
the 7th and 13th? 

12/30/11 Linda Atkins       Olympia Webcast 27     Following up on Mr. Traven's comment, the question that needs to be answered is why the 
commission is considering forcing together rural areas located east of the Cascades with 
urban/suburban Puget Sound communities located west of the Cascades. 

12/30/11 Elliot Fabric       Olympia Webcast 28     I am in the 6th LD currently and Ceis's proposal makes sense in keeping urban communities 
together and rural communities together 

12/30/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco   Olympia Webcast 29     I want to thank the commission for your hard work.  We all know youâ€™re in crunch time 
and appreciate the balancing act you have in satisfying a difficult array of criteria.  We know 
you have to have districts with equal numbers; need to comply with the Voting Rights Act; 
and not favor or discriminate against incumbents, candidates, or parties.  We just ask that you 
also do your best to not divide the city of Pasco or Franklin County and retain our community 
of common interest. 

12/30/11           SM   1 6 Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the 
recent Foster plan and initial Ceis plan propose. 

12/30/11 Erin J. Peterschick   Spokane     SM   5 3 Good Morning Members of the Redistricting Commission.  For the record, my name is Erin 
Peterschick.  I am a native Spokanite.  I currently reside in Browne's Addition and work in the 
Airway Heights area. I have also worked in Medical Lake.    As an active member of my 
community, I come into contact with a number of people from all over the Greater Spokane 
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area, whether through my volunteer work and service on local organizational boards, my 
efforts to patronize local business, or engaging as an active citizen and voter in matters of 
public policy that are important to me, my family, and the community I care about. For your 
consideration, I wanted to share some brief points with you regarding the redistricting maps 
proposed for the Spokane area:      *Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney interests and 
values are best voiced in a legislative district that is wholly captured in the confines of the 
Spokane County Borders.        *That is why I support only splitting Spokane County into 4 
districts versus 5.  This makes a great deal more sense for our community in Spokane to 
ensure the interests of all Spokane working families and citizens are most accurately and truly 
represented in Olympia.      * To settle for a map, like Commissioner Huff proposed, seems to 
blatantly disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban parts of Spokane County.        * 
Moreover, the recent Commissioner Huff map does not seem to take into account using 
streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane legislative districts.         
*Finally, the proposed Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the representation 
for Spokane and Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the constituents of the 
City of Spokane or Spokane County.    I sincerely hope you'll take my comments as a Spokane 
native, resident, and community member into account when deliberating the proposed 
districts for Spokane.  I am happy to answer any questions or be of assistance should you 
need additional information.      Thank you for your time and hard work on this important 
issue. 

12/30/11 Mariah       Olympia Webcast 30     The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis seems to be the most 
common sense and logical option for the new 6th LD. I like this plan much better than Huff's 
proposal. 

12/30/11 MARY ANN       Olympia Webcast 31     I AM ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT COMMISSIONER CEIS' PLAN FOR THE 6TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT. I 
HOPE YOU SUPPORT HIS PLAN! 

12/30/11 Sharon Smith       Olympia Webcast 32     The map submitted by Commissioner Ceis is the best option for Spokane County and Eastern 
WA of anything proposed. We deserve every economic development opportunity possible. 
Please do not inhibit our possibilities. Approve Commissioner Ceis's plan. 

12/30/11 Elaine Phelps 33rd LD WSDCC State 
Committee Woman 

Shoreline   Olympia Webcast 33     It is clear from the supermajority of comments that the main complaint is due to the fact that 
the commissioners seemed unable to follow the redistricting guidelines regarding municipal 
boundaries and communities of interest.  I hope remedies can be found that meet unwritten 
criteria while more closely applying the guidelines. 

12/30/11 Bethany Heath       Olympia Webcast 34     I live in the 6th LD and am very supportive of Tim Ceis' proposal. 
12/30/11 John Pickens   Zillah   Olympia Webcast 35     The recently posted Ceis plan is better than the Huff plan but still leaves the 8th, 9th, 13th, 

14th, 15th, & 16th districts hacked up and spread out over large areas instead of keeping 
them compact and following natural, cultural, & traditional boundaries. 

12/30/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 36     Continuing my earlier thoughts on CDs, if the rest of Whatcom and Skagit was placed in CD2, 
the population lost from CD1 could be replaced by extending its southern boundary farther 
west (Lynnwood, Mukilteo, even Everett ... as long as it doesn't get to Rep Larsen's house).  
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That keeps much of Larsen's current district under him, and also makes WA-01 somewhat 
more like the Inslee version. 

12/30/11 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 37     Central Seattle, south of Madison is being Marginalized, except of course, Madison Park or 
the Lake front homes in  Madrona.  Why not gerrymander West Seattle.  Here we are being 
included in a District that includes a big chunk of Bellevue and Mercer Island and being cut 
out of Seattle.  Where are the guidelines here.  Mercer Island is not being split.  Perhaps Tim 
Ceis and other democrats not longer want us in Seattle, where we pay property taxes.  
Transportation patterns for all forms are connected to downtown.  Our neighborhoods 
interact with the same highways.  Our families attend Seattle schools.  I am very 
disappointed.  Perhaps this reflects the poor representation of the 37th in general. 

12/30/11 Tanya Riordan       Olympia Webcast 38     Thank you Commissioner Ceis for putting together a plan addressing the concerns for Eastern 
WA.  Commissioners, please support this plan for Eastern WA..  It would create logical, fair, 
and balanced legislative districts for our region. 

12/30/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 39     Similarly, WA-03's eastern section could extend farther north while WA-08's southwestern 
portion was extended.  That's a simple trade of people between the two CDs.  I understand 
that at least one CD has to cross the mountains, but why two? 

12/30/11 Doreen Fox 
Kelsey 

  Spokane     SM   5 6 Re-districting should take a logical approach, using streets as natural boundaries, and 
ensuring all constituents are represented in the various districts.  The Huff map appears to 
artificially create boundaries to carve out various demographics and political affiliations, 
which creates homogenous districts not representing the bi-partisan and diverse nature of 
Spokane County. 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 40     Appreciate that Lincoln County is no longer split, but this map treats Douglas County poorly. 
Could you reconsder the October 14 Huff-Gorton Plan as far as the 7th, 12th and 13th 
Districts are concerned? It respected rural counties as communities of interest. 

12/30/11 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 41     My comments on Central Seattle were for the proposed lines for the 7th and 9th 
Congressional Districts.  We are being marginalized.  Should we secede  from Seattle. 

12/30/11 Shane Thorson       Olympia Webcast 42     I appreciate Commissioner Ceis's plan, but splitting the City of Pasco into two different 
legislative districts is not in the best interest of the residents of Pasco and Franklin County. 
Any time something is split in two it is weaker and the residents of Franklin County's voice 
goes to a whisper instead of being a clear unison voice that represents the whole community.  
I ask again that the whole city and county stay in the same district. If I had a vote I would vote 
for Commissioner Huff's proposal. 

12/30/11 Matt Watkins, 
Mayor 

City of Pasco Pasco   Olympia Webcast 43     Huff's 12/29 splits Pasco even more unfortunately Shane.  Foster's splits least of the recent 
proposals, but I think there are still options available not too split Pasco of Franklin County.  
For example the latest Ceis plan divvies about 1/3 of Pasco...and is, I believe, close to the 
whole of Garfield and Asotin County. 

12/30/11 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 44     Seattle, 37th and current 7th resident. Please yes error on the side of rational compact 
districts that promote constituencies access to each other.  Putting Central Seattle into one 
with the suburbs is not rationsl in anyway. 
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12/30/11 Sharon Smith       Olympia Webcast 45     Please approve Commissioner Ceis's plan for the 6th and 3rd Legislative Districts presented 

this morning. It provides critical synergies and development opportunities for Spokane 
County and Eastern WA. Commissioner Huff's plan is illogical relative to how industry and 
governments relate to each other. (I wrote a comment previously I didn't see posted, so I 
apologize if this is a duplicate). 

12/30/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 46     We can work with the parcels boundary 
12/30/11 Chad Lupkes, 

Chair 
46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 47     Would looking at the are in Google Earth via Satellite view help? 

12/30/11 Donna Wendt         SM   4 12 Keep Douglas Co. in tact -- or at least the greater population of the East Wenatchee region 
with Chelan Co., as the greater Wenatchee Valley is really one community. 

12/30/11 Mary Johnson-
Hall, Elections 
Supervisor 

County, Pierce Pierce 
County 

  Olympia Webcast 48     We can live with the Fife Milton area as is . 

12/30/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 49     I was referring to the incomplete roadway previously discussed 
12/30/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 50     I am not sure why the 9th keeps infringing into Spokane County but if that is your plan the 

Ceis plan make the most sense.  However the line between the 9th and the 4th should follow 
the southern boundary of the Freeman School District. 

12/30/11 Carmetrus Parker       Olympia Webcast 51     People of Color Majority 29th Legislative District     
 
 
 
   My name is Carmetrus Parker , I live in Tacoma and I am here to urge the commission to 
make the 29th legislative district in Tacoma, Pierce County a majority of people of color. 
 
 
 
Â·       30% or one in three Pierce County residents is a person of color. Our elected 
representatives should reflect the diversity of Tacoma.  
 
 
 
Â·       As you complete your work, we urge you to prioritize and not divide communities in 
Tacoma/Pierce County that have historically been the home to people of color, especially in 
the Salishan/Eastside (Tacoma) and Lincoln (Tacoma) and others. 
 
Â·       A 29th legislative district in Tacoma, Pierce County that is a majority of people of color 
will increase voter turnout and civic participation because communities will feel that their 
vote can make an impact.  
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Â·       A 29th legislative district in Tacoma, Pierce County that is a majority of people of color 
will encourage representatives to be genuinely accountable to the diverse needs and issues of 
the community. 
 
 
 
Â·       We urge you to improve civic engagement in underrepresented communities in 
Tacoma, Pierce County by creating a POC majority 29th legislative district. 
 
 
 
Â·       Thank you for your time and consideration. 

12/30/11 Carmetrus Parker       Olympia Webcast 52      
 
Carmetrus Parker 

12/30/11 Karen L. Keleman   East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 53     If one of the requirements for establishing the size of congressional and legislative districts is 
that they not deviate more than 2% from the ideal/proportional sizes (i.e. 672,454 for each of 
the ten CD and 137,235 for each of the 49 LDs), then each district could be allowed to deviate 
by a maximum of +/- 13,449 for a CD and 2,744 for LD).  I suggest that you are attempting to 
come too close to the ideal, rather than allowing adjustments that provide for more logical 
boundary placements. 

12/30/11 Mary Ann 
Murphy 

      Olympia Webcast 54     Sorry I didn't put my last name in my message of enthusiasm for Commissioner Ceis' plan for 
the 6th legislative district. 

12/30/11 Mary Ann 
Murphy 

      Olympia Webcast 55     I hope that's the one you adopt. Thanks for your work! 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 56     Second what Karen Keleman just said - focus on tangible, physical community connections 
and remember the people are mobile. 

12/30/11 William T Pennell   Pasco   Olympia Webcast 57     I would like to stream the comment I e-mailed earlier. Considering the objective of 
maintaining "communities of interest" it makes much more sense to include all of Pasco in 
the 9th district. The 16th could be expanded eastward to Garfield and Asotin counties and 
perhaps a bit into Whitman to balance the demographics. These eastern Washington counties 
have more in common culturally and economically than east Pasco has with, say, Columbia 
County. 

12/30/11 John Pickens   Zillah   Olympia Webcast 58     Please do not agree to the 12/29 Huff plan.  It divides S. Central Washington using boundaries 
that are neither natural nor cultural.  The redistricting commission's job should be to divide 
the voters fairly, not engage in social engineering by creating minority-majority districts.  As 
for the 14th & 15th districts, why not extend the Lewis County line eastward across Yakima 
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County, with the 14th north of that line and 15th south of the line, including Skamania & 
Klickitat Counties.  Also the 8th district shouldn't look like Italy.  The 8th should be the area 
north of the Yakima, Columbia, & Snake rivers and the 16th south of that boundary.  Keep the 
districts as compact as possible to encompass the population, not spread far and wide to 
include specific racial, demographic, or political groups. 

12/30/11 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 59     It seems rather absurd to be arguing over 2 or 10 or 15 people who might "need" to be in one 
LD or another.  As Commissioner Foster must recall from his efforts a decade ago, in the last 
redistricting LDs varied by +/- 178 persons.  And that's waaaaay less than the +/- 2% that 
you're allowed. 

12/30/11 Richard H 
Dauphin 

  Spokane     SM   5 6 I support the Ceis-Foster proposal. 

12/30/11 Shane Thorson       Olympia Webcast 60     I was looking at Commissioner Huff's plan and with the color codes it looked as if all of Pasco 
and Franklin County was in the same district but I stand corrected 

12/30/11 Malorie Clark   Kennewick     SM     16 As a teacher in the Pasco School District, I feel that our district should stay one legislative 
district not spilt into two. It would hinder both our educational goals for our community and 
the future of our community as a whole. 

12/30/11 Saundra Hill   Pasco     SM   4 16 Neither of the proposed plans are acceptable to Pasco because they split the community.  
Pasco deserves to be in one legislative district.  It is extrememly disappointing that Pasco is 
treated in a manner which is contrary to the wishes of the citizens and clearly not in their best 
interests.  I understand that you must balance population, but use other options to balance 
the population numbers in more rural areas that are not as defined as one unit, like the 
community and City of Pasco.  We are counting on the Commission to do the right thing. 

12/30/11 Valerie Aragon   Pasco     SM       Please do not redistrict Franklin County! 
12/30/11 Lawrence 

Schuchart 
  Spokane     SM   5 3 Keep politics out of it. I suggest Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included 

in the 6th District as both the recent Foster plan and initial Ceis plan propose. Huff's map 
simply guarantees a Republican stronghold where republican's have a safe seat where no 
body will be able to challenge, causing a more radical philosopy to grow. We do not need this 
in today's political climate. 

12/30/11           SM       Do not split pasco... The challenges with serving the community are difficult enough for our 
voice to be heard... The voice will be sIlent if it's split! 

12/30/11 Jay Cronk   Valleyford     SM   5 9 Madam Chair,  I live in the 9th legislative district, we also farm and I  would like to remain in a 
district that shares my interests. 

12/30/11 Tom Virnig   Spokane     SM   5 6 Be Non-partisan in redistricting.  Keep it simple and fair to all of the residents in the various 
districts, not to political party. 

12/30/11 William T Pennell   Pasco     SM   4 16 I wish to amend a comment on the legislative redistricting plan that I sent earlier this week. I 
failed to notice the detail in Commissioner Foster's proposal that places a portion of east 
Pasco in the 16th District. Thus, I cannot support either legislative redistricting proposal 
currently on the table. I believe it is detrimental to the City of Pasco (as expressed by both the 
mayor and the city council) and to the Pasco School District for the city to be split between 
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two legislative districts. 

12/30/11 Chris Martinson   Pasco     SM       Please DO NOT split Pasco and Franklin County; area residents will suffer negative outcomes 
for a 10-year period! This is an error in judgment that is preventable! 

12/30/11           SM       Please do not break up Pasco,WA as it will hurt our community and the students we see 
everyday. 

12/30/11 Kenneth Flynn School District, Pasco Pasco     SM   4 16 First of all, that you for all of your work with the redistricting of Washington State.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to recommend that you not split the city of Pasco and Franklin 
County.  Locally this would be very negative for our community and the citizens of Pasco 
would greatly appreciate your support with our needs.  Thank you. 

12/30/11 Roy Mccoskey School District, Pasco Pasco     SM   4 8 Re-Redistricting Pasco would be one more blow to a community already up against  many 
tough problems.  Please show you have some idea of the challenges the people you work for 
are trying to over come.  NO on re-redistricting Pasco. 

12/30/11 Karen Barrow   East 
Wenatchee 

    SM   4 12 If Douglas county is to be split then it would better serve the people of this area if it were split 
with the City of East Wenatchee and the greater East Wenatchee area (ZIp Code 98802) and 
Rock Island staying with Chelan County.  This area is basically one community, the Greater 
Wenatchee Area.  It does not become rural Douglas County until you have left this area.  This 
whole area has similar concerns quite different from the rest of Douglas County.  Thank You. 

12/30/11           SM       Please don't redistrict Pasco! 
12/30/11 Mary Ann Bosky   Spokane     SM   5 6 I think the commissioner Huff map is gerrymandering Spokane City and County into partisan 

districts rather than neighborhoods.  This does no ensure our interests are represented in 
Olympia. 

12/30/11           SM   5 3 Although I live in LD3 at this time, in looking at the proposed maps, should I move just a bit 
south I'd be in LD6. It is incredible to think that my voice as a resident of Spokane could be 
aggregated with those living so far away me. That does not reflect the spirit of districting! 
Please - do NOT change the boundaries according to the Huff plan. Residents of the Inland 
Northwest need their voices heard clearly. 

12/30/11 James P 
DeVleming 

Pullman Vision Source Pullman     SM   5 9 Thank you for all the hard work that you all have put into the redistricting project.   I would 
like to voice a very recent concern though.  I understand that here at the last minute some 
changes are being proposed that will greatly effect the 9th District and I would like to ask that 
the "final" proposal from 12-28 be left alone and not changed as is being discussed this 
morning.  My biggest concern is WSU, our biggest employer here in the 9th District.  As you 
know it has been hammered budget-wise over the past couple sessions even with our current 
Legislators fighting to protect it.  If we lose our current Legislators due to redistricting 
(following new elections obviously), we may need to re-educate, re-inform and re-train 
someone new, exposing WSU to greater losses at a time when it can least afford them.  We 
don't have the time to get someone up to speed about WSU issues, particularly when budget 
changes happen quickly that cause tremendous harm to that fine institution.  I do not work 
for WSU, I am an optometrist in Pullman, but what effects WSU, effects all businesses in our 
fine city and county.  I also would like to voice my concern about the appearance of some 
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eleventh hour political gamesmanship.  I understand that redistricting is a constitutional 
necessity and that the most fair group of people came together as a commission to "redesign" 
the political landscape of our State.  However, when it appreared they had finally settled on a 
plan that worked reasonably well for all parties, it seems almost "sneaky" to try and change a 
small part of the map in a low populated area at the very last minute.  Again, thank you for all 
the hard work and for allowing me to comment! 

12/30/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 61     How much time has the Commission set aside for discussion of the Tri-Cities and Spokane, 
before you even get to reconciliation? 

12/30/11 Tristin Pagenkopf   Seattle     SM   7 37 Southeast Seattle belongs with Seattle, not Bellevue, or even Tacoma for that matter.  This 
really pisses me off. 

12/30/11           SM       Do NOT split Pasco!!!! 
12/30/11 Ira B. Appelman   Mercer 

Island 
    SM   8 41 I am commenting on Congressional District #9 and would like my brief comments read into 

the record (for today's Dec. 30th meeting, if possible):  Ira Appelman, Mercer Island  Mercer 
Island, for most purposes, is considered an "eastside" city, given its location near and 
traditional relationships with cities east of Lake Washington.  I have attended every Mercer 
Island City Council meeting for nearly 15 years, so I am quite familiar with the political and 
social relationships between Mercer Island and other eastside cities, and can provide 
additional evidence if the Commission so desires.  The draft 9th Congressional District links 
Mercer Island with Seattle's central and south central areas, Renton, Federal Way, and north 
Tacoma, and to a much lesser extent with the eastside.  We have more in common with, say, 
Kirkland, than we do with south King County.  For example, in the past several years Mercer 
Island has abandoned its 911 Emergency Center and, instead, linked with Kirkland and 
Bellevue. RCW 44.05.090(2)(a) suggests that, "District lines should be drawn so as to coincide 
with the boundaries of local political subdivisions and areas recognized as communities of 
interest."  I request that the Redistricting Commission reconsider and redraw the northern 
border of draft Congressional District #9 so that Mercer Island, rather than being linked with 
south King County and Seattle, is placed in its eastside community of interest.  Thank you. 

12/30/11           SM       A redistrict of Pasco and Franklin County will have a devastating and long term effect. Please 
don't do it. 

12/30/11 Bryn Kimberly   Colbert     SM   5 4 Please support Commissioners Ceis' and Foster's map for redistricting parts of Spokane 
County. As a county resident, I feel that the towns of Medical Lake, Airway Heights, and 
Cheney share common needs and a common sense of community. They should vote as one 
district to help ensure that their interests are met by their representatives. Commissioner 
Huff's map simply doesn't make sense because it would seperate them--this is a purely 
political move, not one intended to actually benefit constituents in the aforementioned 
communities. The Huff map also splits Spokane County into 5 districts instead of 4, which only 
convolutes the interests and goals of the people in our County. We don't need more 
representatives, we need a cohesive district where representatives can work together 
towards policy that will bring jobs and benefits to Eastern WA. Please make the logical and 
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ethical choice and choose the map drawn by Commissioners Ceis and Foster. 

12/30/11           SM   5 5 DO NOT ACCEPT Congressman's Huff's plan.    The Republican Party has been gerrymandering 
for DECADES!  It is about making sure the voice of the people is heard, not about getting more 
conservatives into Olympia, so they can slash services to minorities, the poor, the disabled, 
and social sercices. 

12/30/11 Calaine Bacon   Pasco     SM     9 Please do not split up Pasco! 
12/30/11 Gregory E. Roth   Spokane     SM   6   The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis initially seems to best 

incorporate logical boundaries especially as it pertains to using streets as major borders.    
Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the 
recent Foster plan and initial Ceis plan propose.     Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney 
interests and values are best voiced in a legislative district that is wholly captured in the 
confines of the Spokane County Borders.     I support only splitting Spokane County into 4 
districts versus 5.  This makes a great deal more sense for our community in Spokane to 
ensure our interests are most truly represented in Olympia.    To settle for a map, like 
Commissioner Huff proposed, seems to blatantly disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County.     The recent Commissioner Huff map does not seem to 
take into account using streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane 
legislative districts.    The Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the 
representation for Spokane and Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the 
constituents of the City of Spokane or Spokane County. 

12/30/11 Marie Feryn   Pasco     SM   4 16 I am a resident of Pasco, Washington.  Please do not divide Pasco into two districts.  It would 
be detrimental to do so to the economic welfare of the city.  Sincerely, Marie Feryn 

12/30/11           SM     16 Pasco should not be divided. A district should not be set to be latino  Al Yenney  Pasco Wa. 
12/30/11 Tim Kohlhauff   Spokane     SM   5 3 I believe the map which puts the 6th district between Interstate 90 and 195 south, is the 

better choice.  Including communities with similar interests such as those in Spokane's West 
Plains and Cheney would give a stronger voice to those shared issues.  Please choose the map 
which includes Cheney with the rest of the 6th district.  Thank you for your time and 
attention. 

12/30/11           SM       Do not redistrict! 
12/30/11 Cathy Gunderson   Spokane     SM   5 3 The Foster map makes the most sense to have congregated communities together as they are 

in real life. communities as a bulk are better represented by this plan. 
12/30/11 Rebecca Ableman City of Lake Stevens Lake Stevens     SM   2 44 Please reconsider drawing the City of Lake Stevens into Congressional District 2 instead of 

District 1 so as to be included within a more urban district.  Designating Lake Stevens into a 
“rural” district would not give practical representation of the differing community interests 
and issues associated with the large expansive rural districts to the east and north.  Lake 
Stevens and its Urban Growth Boundary should be more appropriately included in a district 
that is primarily urban to effectively represent the current and future community. Again, your 
consideration is greatly appreciated. 

12/30/11 obadiah School District, Pasco Kennewick     SM       Please don't split Pasco! 
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DeWeber 

12/30/11           SM   6 6 Do not split Pasco! It will be detrimental to all. 
12/30/11           SM   4 9 Please do not redistrict Pasco.  It is a city with a high poverty.  It does jot need to be divided.  

It would be detrimental to all, especially schools and minority high poverty students. 
12/30/11 Graciela Lopez         SM   4 15 Please keep neighborhood Union Gap - 314 in the 15th district.    I currently reside in the 15th 

district and am excited by the recommendation for a majority minority legislative district. I 
would love to remain in the 15th district. 

12/30/11 John Cooper   Milton     SM   9 25 I believe it would be in the best interest for the city of Milton to be in one district.  The issues 
we vote on sometimes benefit one part of the city and hinder another.  I think the citizens of 
Milton should be able to vote together on issues for the better of Milton. 

12/30/11 Sharlene Rivers   Cheney     SM   9 9 I recommend the Foster Map as it follows natural geological and county lines.  The Huff Map 
is a blatant gerrymandering effort to either negate or neutralize the Latino and bipartisan 
population of eastern Washington.  

12/30/11 Marlene Castillo   Pasco     SM   4 16 As a resident of Pasco I do not feel that splitting the city into two different districts would be 
in the best interest of the community.  Please reconsider the proposals & DO NOT split Pasco. 

12/30/11 Greg Anglemyer, 
President 

Key Peninsula 
Metropolitan Park 
District 

Lakebay     SM     26 On behalf of Key Peninsula Metro Parks Board, I would like to thank the Commission for their 
hard work. The last version appears to keep the 26th District intact. This is vital to the 
interests of those living on the Key Peninsula. 

12/30/11           SM   5 9 Please leave the 9th district as it was finalized.  Proposed changes could affect who 
represents our district which would no doubt impact the interest of Washington State 
University.  WSU is the largest employer in our region and home to one of the top Vet Schools 
in the world!  We elected the representatives who serve our interests.  Any eleventh hour 
change is wholly inappropriate to the citizens of this district and appears to be nothing less 
that a political motivated power grab with little thought to the far-reaching consequences to 
our district. 

12/30/11 Tanya Riordan 6th LD  Spokane     SM   5 6 An important point of feedback regarding Slade Gorton’s comments at the beginning of the 
meeting yesterday- and in reference to Commissioner Huff’s plan.  Slade mentioned that 
Eastern WA 9th legislative district is entirely rural.  It is not entirely rural.  It has been 
extensively developed- and that’s why the north part of the 9th should be added to the 6th 
district.  The 9th should include the real rural areas.  The 6th is an area of suburbia, and the 
3rd is obviously the most urban area.  Please make this distinction clear when drawing the 
boundaries for these areas.        Cheney, Medical Lake, and Airway Heights should absolutely 
be included in the 6th District. They interact closely with Spokane County communities, 
industry and legislators and their interests should be further incorporated versus continuing 
to be isolated.    Please hold true to your stated goals and values- and use major arterials and 
streets as the boundaries for Spokane County Legislative Districts. Huff’s plan does not use 
natural boundaries- but what appears to be partisan preference.    Huff’s plan is despicable- 
and it is insulting that it is even being considered by the commissioners.    Tanya Riordan, 6th 
Leg District, 509-990-9777 
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12/30/11 Elizabeth Monroe   Tieton     SM   4 14 No to the Latinos majority district. When in history did we make a Russian, Vietnamese, 

Korean or German district when people fled to the USA? 
12/30/11 Richard 

Champion 
  Federal Way     SM   9 30 Is there any chance that the Commission could have their delegates that are being tasked 

with resolving the small and not-so-small changes proposed this morning could also work on 
resolving the Pierce-King county line that has been left unresolved? If that cannot be done, 
perhaps the Commission could do so themselves, as well as hearing testimony from the 
mayor of Milton, as that's one of the affected communities. 

12/30/11 Raaymond  D 
Monroe 

  Tieton     SM   4 14   

12/30/11 Neal Traven   Seattle     SM   7 43 A general observation on Congressional Districts...  The Commission appears to be more 
concerned with making the districts as equal as possible in population than in creating ones 
with meaningful compactness and commonality.  It simply isn't necessary to be within (+6 / -
8) of exact equality.  Even a tiny *one one-hundredth of one percent* (0.01%) would 
constitute a deviation of 67 persons.  As it now stands, the maximum deviation is 0.0012%, 
almost ten times smaller than the already trivial percentage I referred to. 

12/30/11 Karl Felgenhauer   Fairfield     SM   5 9 I would like Southeast Spokane County to remain in the 9th Legislative District of Washington 
State.  Our current legislators represent the rural agricultural interests of our area well.  
Thank you.    Karl Felgenhauer  25090 S North Kentuck Trail Rd  Fairfield, WA 99012 

12/30/11 John Pickens   Zillah     SM   4 15 Please do not agree to the 12/29 Huff plan.  It divides S. Central Washington using boundaries 
that are neither natural nor cultural.  The redistricting commission's job should be to divide 
the voters fairly, not engage in social engineering by creating minority-majority districts.  As 
for the 14th & 15th districts, why not extend the Lewis County line eastward across Yakima 
County, with the 14th north of that line and 15th south of the line including Skamania & 
Klickitat Counties.  Also the 8th district shouldn't look like Italy.  The 8th should be the area 
north of the Yakima, Columbia, & Snake rivers and the 16th south of that boundary.  Keep the 
districts as compact as possible to encompass the population, not spread far and wide to 
include specific racial, demographic, or political groups.  It is very hard to comment live when 
the Commission does not convene on time then adjourns for extended periods. 

12/30/11 Tanya Riordan 6th LD  Spokane     SM   5 6 Thank you Tim Ceis for presenting a plan to address the concerns for the Eastern WA 
Legislative Districts.  The new plan you presented today at the meeting looks great.  (from 
what I could see).   I hope that the boundaries are based on natural dividers though.  (main 
arterials, neighborhood boundaries, etc.)      Thank you, Tanya Riordan, 6th LD, 509-990-9777 

12/30/11 Sharon Smith   Spokane     SM   5 3 Please support the plan presented by Commissioner Ceis earlier today. I makes more sense 
for our community in every way, especially as it relates to our region's economic 
development. Do not diminish our opportunities for jobs any further - that's exactly what the 
prior plan would do. 

12/30/11 Bill Dobbins County, Douglas PUD East 
Wenatchee 

    SM   4 12 I am the General Manager of Douglas County Public Utility District in East Wenachee and as 
such have need to interact with the state and federal officials representing Douglas County.  
Douglas PUD is the owner-operator of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission licensed 
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Wells Hydroelectric Project and is governed by a three-member, locally-elected, county-wide 
commission.  Interacting with State and Federal administrations and elected officials is a 
continuous process for my utility.  Please do not divide Douglas County between multiple 
congressional and state legislative districts.  I ask this as a professional manager and a caring 
citizen.  Dividing Douglas County will complicate the business of representing the citizens of 
this county, increase the cost of such representation and unnecessarily divide the people of 
the Douglas County community.  Dividing a rural county as suggested in some plans will 
inevitably and needlessly raise concerns of foul play.  Please don't do it.  Thank you,  Bill 
Dobbins 

12/30/11 Mariah Rose 
McKay 

Washhington 
Community Action 
Network 

Spokane     SM   5 3 The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by Commissioner Ceis seems to be the most 
common sense and logical option for the new 6th LD. Airway Heights, Medical Lake and 
Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the recent Foster plan and initial Ceis 
plan propose. These areas interests and values are best voiced in a legislative district that is 
wholly captured in the confines of Spokane County.     To settle for a map, like Commissioner 
Huff proposed, on the other hand, blatantly disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County and does not seem to take into account using streets as 
boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane legislative districts.    Rockford, 
Fairfield, Waverly and Latah would not have a community of interest with the 6th legislative 
district as proposed by Commissioner Huff or said another way, they would have a greater 
community of interest with with 4th legislative district per the joint map that was proposed 
awhile back by Commissioners Ceis and Foster. Plus it is good to have EWU and WSU in 
different districts to ensure the broadest possible representation for higher education in the 
state legislature.     Thank you for considering my comments. 

12/30/11 Melinda Travis   Spokane     SM   5 6 I support Commissioner Tim Ceis's plan as the most balanced and representative for our 
population. Thank you for your consideration. 

12/30/11 SUSAN S WEED   Pullman     SM   5 9 Has any voting member of this commission realized there is indeed another HUGE part of the 
state East of the Cascades.  The only commission member that is from Eastern Washington is 
a non-voting member, as a result I believe the vision of the commission is skewed.  Do any of 
you realize how big an area that is. Do any of you have a clue what it is like to live in a state 
where the majority of its legislators seem to completely disregard the fact that there are 
citizens living, working, doing business "on the other side of the state".  It is ridiculous to even 
consider Walla Walla and Pullman being in the same district.  No  state senator or 
representative could possibly cover a district of that size with any effectiveness.  I have lived 
in Pullman 37 years, our daughter went to Whitman - I am very aware of both communities - 
believe me the south part of Spokane is much more relevant than adding Walla Walla to our 
current district.  I beg of you to please have some consideration for us Washingtonians who 
live on "the other side of the state." 

12/30/11 William T Pennell   Pasco     SM   4 16 In reviewing Commissioner Ceis' proposal, I see that it proposes to split the City of Pasco in 
half putting part in the 9th district and part in the 16. It seems to me that the goal of 
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maintaining "communities of interest" would be better served by moving all of Pasco into the 
9th district and moving the 16th east to encompass Garfield and Asotin counties and perhaps 
a bit of Whtiman to balance the demographics. These eastern Washington counties have a lot 
more in common culturally and economically than east Pasco has with Columbia County. 

12/30/11 Jack Miller   Cheney     SM   5 7 I fully support the  new draft plan by Tim Ceis and I believe the Huff plan to be a fine example 
of Gerrymandering. 

12/30/11           SM   5 6 I support Commissioner Ceis' new plan. 
12/30/11 Erin J. Peterschick   Spokane     SM   6 3 Sorry to be late in weighing in, but wanted to let you know that I fully support Commissioner 

Ceis's new plan, with Airway Heights, Cheney, and Medical Lake in the 6th District.    Thanks 
very much,    Erin Peterschick  Spokane, WA 

12/30/11 Heidi Arbogast   Spokane     SM   5 3 I strongly support the Ceis plan for Eastern Washington. It is the only plan that fairly 
represent communities of interest in Eastern Washington (specifically the West pLains of 
Spokane county.) The 6th district should represent all of our employment centers in West 
Spokane County. 

12/31/11 Carolyn Olson         Email       It would not be in the best interest of our small communities, counties or even state to 
redistrict by using Highway 2 as a divider.  Our communities are as healthy and strong as they 
are because we can work out problems, etc. as a community.  We would prefer to be part of 
one district.  Please consider this and let it be the outcome. 

12/31/11 Jim Baye   Edwall     Email       Please do not split rural Lincoln County along highway 2.  It seperates towns that do not need 
to be split. We need all the population of these towns to be successful!  Another plan must be 
possible. Give it a try please. 

12/31/11 Knute Hernas   Davenport     Email       I am commenting on the Huff Proposal. Splitting up a low density rural county disenfranchises 
a true minority and makes no practical sense, unless we are being regarded merely as ciphers. 
Lincoln County is fine with participating together with the other members of the 6th, 7th, 9th 
or 13th Legislative Districts. But by splitting this rural, wheat-farming county in two along Hwy 
2 not only splits four small towns in half (which reveals the lack of thoughtfulness given to this 
plan), it effectively dilutes our county's ability to participate and be represented. If that is the 
true motivation behind this scheme then I must say that, whereas I appreciate the 
compliment that this implies about our effectiveness in the political process, I strongly insist 
against adopting it. It is not only a poorly crafted proposal, it's just plain silly. The Ceis 
Proposal makes much more sense for us. I’m not sure how it plays out in Spokane County, but 
the plan’s demographics certainly crunches. Please remember to keep this process about the 
citizens. 

12/31/11 Mary Ann and 
Roger Bosky 

  Spokane     Email       I just read a comment by Dan Palmeri stating that the south hill of Spokane should be 
combined with Puyallup I think he means the Palouse.  I live on the South Hill and we have 
very little in common with the Palouse or Puyallup.  We are an urban area and the Palouse is 
an agricultural area.   

12/31/11 Bonnie Mager   Cheney     Email       The 6th Legislative District as proposed by Commissioner Ceis appears to incorporate logical 
boundaries using streets as major borders as opposed to Commissioner Huff's proposal which 
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blatantly disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban parts of Spokane County. Airway 
Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the recent 
Foster plan and updated Ceis plan propose.  Our interests and values are best voiced in a 
district that is wholly captured in the confines of the Spokane County Borders and I, 
therefore, support only splitting Spokane County into 4 districts rather than 5.  This will help 
ensure our interests are most acurately represented in Olympia. Thank you for considering 
my input. 

12/31/11 Knute and Lynn 
Hernas 

  Davenport     Email       One of the stated goals of the Commission was to reduce the number of cities and other 
municipal jurisdictions split by legislative boundaries. By drawing a line down Hwy 2 in Lincoln 
County you have split four out of the seven incorporated towns in the county roughly in half, 
along with their respective school and fire districts. Please consider the following points: ? 
Splitting low density rural counties between legislative districts makes it difficult for local 
citizens to stay meaningfully involved – too few people, too many miles, too many meetings. 
? While Lincoln County shares some economic, cultural and social ties with each of its 
neighboring counties, it shares the least with the counties of the proposed Huff 13th District. 
? A 13th legislative district stretching from Reardan to Roslyn would be difficult for anyone to 
represent well. ? While Lincoln County may only be a pawn in the larger discussion, we 
deserve the same respect as any other minority group. We are clearly a “community of 
interest.” 

12/31/11 Elizabeth Thew   Spokane     SM   5 6 Please stay away from Mr. Huff's plan for the 6th LD.  Do not endorse this political 
gerrymandering of a district.  It is disrespectful of every citizen that lives in the 6th LD,  Thank 
you for NOT supporting Mr. Huff's plan! 

12/31/11 David Smith   Spokane     Email   5 3 Although it is obviously impossible to maintain Spokane in one legislative district, the carving 
up of our city and county should be kept to a minimum. Splitting Spokane into four districts 
rather than five districts obviously comes closer to achieving this goal. Furthermore, as a 
teacher of government, I find it important to be able to explain to my students logical reasons 
for divisions within the city and county.  The 6th Legislative District as proposed initially by 
Commissioner Ceis initially seems to best incorporate logical boundaries especially as it 
pertains to using streets as major borders. Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should 
be included in the 6th District as both the recent Foster plan and initial Ceis plan propose.  
Additionally, Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney interests and values are best voiced in 
a legislative district that is wholly captured in the confines of the Spokane County Borders.  I 
am confounded by Commissioner Huff’s map.  It does not seem to take into account using 
streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane legislative districts. It also 
appears to fracture representation in a “Gerrymandering” style in blatant disregard for the 
bipartisan make-up of Spokane Valley where I teach. Please do not adopt the Huff map which 
fractures the city and county in a manner which cannot possibly represent the best interests 
of our citizens.     Thank you for your attention. 

12/31/11 Valerie Smith         SM       Please. No redistricting for Pasco. 
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12/31/11 David         SM   5 6 Hi  Looking at Huffs redistricting plan for the 6th is a blatant attempt of germANDERING THE 

SIX TO ENSURE ITS A REPUBLICAN SAFe district what is so wrong in so many ways. the 
riddings need to be fair and to blatant gerry mander is discusting. 

12/31/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 1     FYI - There is no stream here or on TVW's website. 
12/31/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 2     8th/10th shift ...move South Hill to the 10th. You are currently dividing the community of 

South Hill in the middle.  South Hill and Puyallup should be in the same district 
12/31/11 Darby Stewart   Spokane     Email   5 4 I support 4 districts versus 5 for Spokane County to insure that the bi-partisan demographics 

of the suburban areas of Spokane County are accurately represented in Olympia. I lived in the 
Cheney and Airway Heights communities for over 16 years and I believe that the values and 
interests of the West Plains communities are best represented through inclusion in the 6th 
District.  I support the Ceis plan which incorporates logical boundaries by using streets as key 
borders.  I do not believe that Commissioner Huff's proposal represents the best interests of 
the constituents in the City of Spokane or Spokane County. 

12/31/11 Paul Boxleitner   Deer Park     SM   6   I support the "Ceis" re-districting map (vs. the "Huff" proposal) - it appears to be fair, logical 
and practical. Thank you for your consideration. 

12/31/11 Kyle Lynch   Moses Lake   Olympia Webcast 3     I would like to see all of Grant and Kittitas counties contained within the 13th District. 
12/31/11 Lori McDonald       Olympia Webcast 4     It's state law to keep communities whole when redistricting.  You should use natural 

boundries 
12/31/11 Angela Wentz   Yakima     SM   4 14 I do not understand the need of a minority majority district.  Splitting Yakima into more than 

one district seems odd.  To have the 14th district exclude a carved out section by race seems 
a bit backwards.  Will the people of the 15th district have better representation because the 
majority of individuals represented would be Hispanic?  How would their needs be met more 
now than in prior years?  A 50% majority seems appropriate since that is a better 
representation of the breakdown of Yakima County.  Don't force a division that is not 
necessary other than to politicize.  I wonder how Native Americans and other nationalities 
will feel that they didn't get their own district. 

12/31/11 Ryan Grant   Medical Lake   Olympia Webcast 5     Hey, only 32 hours til the thing bombs out to the Supreme Court.  No rush. 
12/31/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 6     They must have had a great 5 hr lunch break 
12/31/11 Dan Palmeri       Olympia Webcast 7     What they should do is for the part of the 8th CD on the east of the mountains....it should be 

large enough to contain an entire legislative distict. Otherwise this territory will get 
mariginalized. 

12/31/11 Sharon 
mcgonegle 

      Olympia Webcast 8     By the looks of things they are negotiating behind closed door 

12/31/11 Kyle Lynch   Moses Lake   Olympia Webcast 9     I don't mind the longer recesses, I know you are working hard and I appreciate it.  I am sorry 
you are having to work on New Years eve.  I am praying for you and your staff. 

12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 10     arent there laws about negotiating behind closed doors....which will be grounds for any final 
result being challanged in court. 

12/31/11 Karen L. Keleman   East 
Wenatchee 

  Olympia Webcast 11     Dear Commissioners, 
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12/31/11 John Pickens   Zillah   Olympia Webcast 12     The Ceis legislative redistricting plan fragments our existing 13th, 14th, 15th Yakima Valley 

districts as well as the 8th, 9th, and 16th in South Central Washington, which will make it 
more difficult for our elected representatives to get re-elected.  While the incumbents would 
not be displaced, part of their constituencies would be removed and different ones added.  
The 15th district is already a majority-minority district and keeping the Lower Yakima Valley 
plus Klickitat and Skamania Counties together makes more sense than splitting Yakima County 
from north to south and putting Yakima in the 15th, with the 14th stretching all the way to 
Oregon.  We voted for the representatives we have and I don't believe the redistricting 
commission should have the power to take them away from us. 

12/31/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 13     Why was the 37th LD moved south from Madison Street to James Street in Seattle. A move 
means that its has to take in a part of Renton.   What is more natural district one that starts at 
Madison Street goes south to the Seattle line or one that starts at James Street and included 
Renton.  FREE the Renton 8 Renton is not part of SEATTLE 

12/31/11 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 14     E.Madison is not more natural boundary than E. James.  It was an odd placement where 
Madrona was in the 7th to James and then a rectangle just west of it was carved into the 9th. 
Either leaving Seattle whole or using I-90 as the northern boundary for the 9th would be 
more natural.  Central Seattle is being divided in this plan.  Natural boundaries would be the 
City of  Seattle or I-90.  There may be a few of us that are happy again to be in the 7th. 
However,  James again unnaturally splits the Central part of Seattle and still does not respect 
neighborhoods. I think there should be more respect for the rules regarding natural 
boundaries and municipalities. 

12/31/11 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 15     oops, when it comes to legislative districts E. James may work as a boundary.  I was still 
thinking Congressional Districts, although the issues are similar and the boundaries 
mentioned are still the most natural. 

12/31/11 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 16     For some reason unknown to me the commission seems to think that people melt from going 
under I-405.     If LD boundies where focued on city lines, AS THE LAW SAYS THEY SHOULD BE 
EVERYONE WOULD BE HAPPIER AND office holds would be held to account.    Odd lines just 
confuse people 

12/31/11 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 17     Please note that I see that my comments were for Congressional Districts.  James may work 
as a northern boundary for the 37th.  It places enough of the Central District in both the 43rd 
and 37th that representatives from both may take us seriously.  In the past the Central Area 
was carved up in ways that  made it difficult to get really good representation from anyone.  
That is the Central District was marginalized. 

12/31/11 Knute Hernas   Davenport     SM   5 7 Splitting up a low density rural county disenfranchises a true minority and makes no practical 
sense, unless we are being regarded merely as ciphers. Lincoln County is fine with 
participating together with the other members of the 6th, 7th, 9th or 13th Legislative 
Districts. But by splitting this rural, wheat-farming county in two along Hwy 2 not only splits 
four small towns in half (which reveals the lack of thoughtfulness given to this plan), it 
effectively dilutes our county's ability to participate and be represented. If that is the true 
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motivation behind this scheme then I must say that, whereas I appreciate the compliment 
that this implies about our effectiveness in the political process, I strongly insist against 
adopting it. It is not only a poorly crafted proposal, it's just plain silly. 

12/31/11 Susanne Marten   Tacoma     SM   9 29 It certainly would be nice to identify the final map with each one of the ten district 
boundaries identified. 

12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 18     I would have the law changes to tie the number of legislative disticts to the number of 
congressional districts.  with 10 CD (55 legislative districts--11 districts for each 2 CD, with one 
split evenly between the 2 CD), 11 CD (55 LD), 12 CDs (54 LD), 13 CDs (52 LD), 14 CD( 56 LD), 9 
CD (54 LD), 8 CD (52 LD). 

12/31/11 Dylan Ekins   Spokane     SM   5 6 The 6th Legislative District as proposed by Commissioner Ceis initially seems to best 
incorporate logical boundaries especially as it pertains to using streets as major borders.    
Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the 
recent Foster plan and updated Ceis plan propose.     Airway Heights, Medical Lake and 
Cheney interests and values are best voiced in a legislative district that is wholly captured in 
the confines of the Spokane County Borders.     I support only splitting Spokane County into 4 
districts versus 5.  This makes a great deal more sense for our community in Spokane to 
ensure our interests are most truly represented in Olympia.    To settle for a map, like 
Commissioner Huff proposed, seems to blatantly disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the 
suburban parts of Spokane County.     The recent Commissioner Huff map does not seem to 
take into account using streets as boundaries in a logical manner in several of the Spokane 
legislative districts.    The Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the 
representation for Spokane and Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the 
constituents of the City of Spokane or Spokane County. 

12/31/11 Bonnie Mager   Cheney     Email   5 9 The 6th Legislative District as proposed by Commissioner Ceis appears to incorporate logical 
boundaries using streets as major borders as opposed to Commissioner Huff's proposal which 
blatantly disregards the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban parts of Spokane County.   
Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the 
recent Foster plan and updated Ceis plan propose.  Our interests and values are best voiced in 
a district that is wholly captured in the confines of the Spokane County Borders and I, 
therefore, support only splitting Spokane County into 4 districts rather than 5.  This will help 
ensure our interests are most acurately represented in Olympia.  Thank you for considering 
my input.  Bonnie Mager  15220 W. Dairyview Lane  Cheney, WA 99004 

12/31/11 Knute Hernas   Davenport     Email   5 7 More thoughts regarding the Huff vs Ceis Proposals:  One of the stated goals of the 
Commission was to reduce the number of cities and other municipal jurisdictions split by 
legislative boundaries. By drawing a line down Hwy 2 in Lincoln County you have split four out 
of the seven incorporated towns in the county roughly in half, along with their respective 
school and fire districts. Please consider the following points:  1. Splitting low density rural 
counties between legislative districts makes it difficult for local citizens to stay meaningfully 
involved – too few people, too many miles, too many meetings.  2. While Lincoln County 
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shares some economic, cultural and social ties with each of its neighboring counties, it shares 
the least with the counties of the proposed Huff 13th District.   3. A 13th legislative district 
stretching from Reardan to Roslyn would be difficult for anyone to represent well. The Ceis 
Proposal makes much more sense.  4. While Lincoln County may only be a pawn in the larger 
discussion, we deserve the same respect as any other minority group. We are clearly a 
“community of interest.” 

12/31/11 Dave Gibney       Olympia Webcast 19     Reconvene the meeting, conduct the remainder of the process in open session. Briefly 
suspend for individual restroom breaks and have pizza brought in. 29 more hours until they 
miss the deadline. 

12/31/11 Dave Gibney       Olympia Webcast 20     If they do fail their statutory duty to finish on time, I would suggest that the voting members 
will forfeit their claims to compensation and reimbursment. 

12/31/11 Shane Thorson       Olympia Webcast 21     No matter how you figure out where the legislative districts will be people not everyone will 
be happy. I appreciate your leadership and appreciate you all for taking the time to listen to 
others and let us all comment. As a soldier I have been away from my family during many 
holiday seasons so with that being said, Happy New Year and thank you for all your hard 
work. I wish you and your families a great new year. Oh, my New Years wish is to keep Pasco 
as a whole, just FYI. 

12/31/11 Marty Sable, 
Retired 

US Army National 
Guard 

Moxee     SM   4 14 Follow the law. I am sure it has nothing in it about race, creed, or religious background. Being 
"Hispanic" does not make you a better or worse "Human". We all have a value system and 
should be treated equally by any law or redistricting. 

12/31/11 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 22     thank you for update. 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 23     How late do you expect them to go? Any good guesses? 
12/31/11 Dave K       Olympia Webcast 24     Any new draft maps posted or shared?  Or has it all been verbalized negotiations? 
12/31/11 Dave K       Olympia Webcast 25     one can hope   :) 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 26     The 8th going over the mountains and the 1st going from Redmond all the way to the border 

seems to be the price for the Denny Heck's New District in Olympia and the 9th covering a 
bunch of communities that having nothing in common 

12/31/11 Dave K       Olympia Webcast 27     While most of the attention has been on the E. WA legislative plan, and the Congressional 
plan, I'm still torqued about the  last two precincts in Des Moines STILL being stuck in the 
30th.  They go up and grab unincorporated areas in the north part of the 33rd, rather than 
make all of Des Moines within the 33rd.  So much for communities of interest. 

12/31/11 tim Burns       Olympia Webcast 28     Why is the most recent webcast archive dated Dec. 22? 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 29     I'll eat my shoe if you actually start at 9pm 
12/31/11           SM   5 6 It seems that the party of greed wants to control everything.  They claim to be god fearing but 

don't want the common people have a voice.  Big money wants total control.  In their bible is 
a reference to this belief.  Should they actually read and believe it. 

12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 30     Haha, I was more or less thinking the same thing... 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 31     No hurry, they still have 3 hours 
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12/31/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 32     Happy New Year on the East Coast.  They get a ball drop, I'm hoping for a map drop. 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 33     With the new maps, the importance of my vote is dropping 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 34     Actually, they have a little under 27 hours left. 
12/31/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 35     Maybe it's better if the Supreme Court finishes things.  They've got a lot of ideas to work with; 

it might take some of the silliness out of things. 
12/31/11 Tim Burns       Olympia Webcast 36     While I can understand the desire to keep the City of Milton together, I do not understand 

forcing the 30th LD to cross the King-Pierce border to accomodate when Milton has much 
more in common with Edgewood and Fife than the Federal Way area. 

12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 37     The first thing I think of when I look at Tacoma, Federal Way, Seattle, Renton, Mercer Island, 
Bellevue is "wow, there is a community of interest" 

12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 38     Can you give us another time update? Thanks. 
12/31/11 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 39     Hope all of you have a safe new years! Aren't we all cool? Hanging out online waiting for 

redistricting maps? 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 40     Not really 
12/31/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 41     Geeks in the first degree... 
12/31/11 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 42     So glad you didn't have to eat your shoe . . . Mr./Ms. Guest 
12/31/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 43     We'll all be able to say that we were there when the Redistricting Commission took their 9 

hour lunch break. 
12/31/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 44     I wish they would debate in public. It's frustrating to have everything done behind closed 

doors. 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 45     Sounds like the next 2012 t-shirt slogan! 
12/31/11 Kyle Lynch   Moses Lake   Olympia Webcast 46     Just Put my kids to bed, it makes me wonder which district they will cast thier first vote in. 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 47     I'm really scared by the term "community of interest". It seems to be used to justify so many 

different things. It could mean people of the same race, same geographic area, political 
leanings, economic level, and who knows what else. It almost seems like you can create a 
district and then just pick from a really long list of items to then justify it. 

12/31/11 Brian       Olympia Webcast 48     That's exactly what they do. 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 49     ..........since this term is being used to justify pretty much anything, I guess all of us posting 

comments here could be a "community of interest" and put in the same district. 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 50     when will you guys return? 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 51     Are they actually meeting and discussing right now, or are they still off at dinner? 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 52     I'm not asking about the staff, but the commissioners. 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 53     So like an hour or two then? 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 54     OK, thx 
12/31/11 Dave K       Olympia Webcast 55     I heard THAT one before 
12/31/11 Guest       Olympia Webcast 56     Awesome! Can't wait to see their smiling faces! 
12/31/11 Adam C. Brockus, 

PE, Councilman 
City of Bremerton Bremerton     Email       I thank the commission for listening to the persons who testified at the hearing in Bremerton 

for the new boundaries.  I heartily approve of what has been proposed in Bremerton and 
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Kitsap Counties, and hope it is passed as-is. 

12/31/11 Larry W. Ishmael   Redmond     SM   1 48 As the Republican nominee in the 1st CD for 2006 and 2008, I am very concerned about how 
badly you neglected the 1st CD. You have chosen any population concentration anywhere in 
the District and as an open seat there is no reasonable way to mount a campaign that takes 
everyone else's leftovers. There is no media to advertise in and the demographics are 
horrible. At least consider putting Sammamish and Issaquah into the 1st to give a population 
base and keep Arlington north in the 2nd. 

12/31/11 Jim C.       Olympia Webcast 57     What will come first -- the new year or the faces of the redistricting commission on screen? 
12/31/11 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 58     Gosh only ten minutes. 
12/31/11 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 59     Please post maps tonight, if possible.  We only have a bit over 24 hours to digest this newest 

proposal. 
12/31/11 David Valiant       Olympia Webcast 60     Thank you all for your hard work. 
12/31/11 Dave K       Olympia Webcast 61     thanks 
12/31/11 Karen L. Keleman   East 

Wenatchee 
  Olympia Webcast 62     Please let the Commission members know that many of us have also spent our weekends 

waiting for their "open" discussions.  Happy New Year to all. 
12/31/11 Lori McDonald   Enumclaw     SM   8 31 I am a constituent in the 31st it has been brought to my attention that everything north of 

416th is going into 5th district. I have an opinion about this.  I have no affiliation with 
Issaquah or Maple Valley.  I am a realtor in Enumclaw, my husband has a construction 
company that we manage from Enumclaw on our 40 acre farm.  I am on the planning 
commission for the City of Enumclaw.  The City of Enumclaw is my district.  I understand that 
it is state law that you need to keep communities whole when redistricting.  This will not be 
the case if you use 416th as the boundry.  I am advocating to keep everything from the green 
river south which is a natural boundary in the 31st district.  If this doesn't happen tonight I 
would hope you would let the Surpreme Court make the decision. 

12/31/11 Ken Mewhinney   Spokane     SM   5 6 It seems to make sense to me to keep like groups of people together so that they are actually 
represented.  The Huff Spokane County map for the state legislature seems stretch to create 
more Republican strength in previously Democratic districts.  Further, the sixth district should 
not wander all over.  It is also true that the 5th congressional district map tries to group rural 
voters with urban voters to to keep the 5th as a Republican District, however, the urban 
voters have essentially lost their vote, hardly an acceptable outcome. 

12/31/11 Anne DeHaven   Pasco     Email       In my mind, a proposal which breaks a community into different districts should never even 
find a place at the table. I strongly urge you to dismiss from consideration any plan which 
would split Pasco. 

12/31/11 Sally 
Montgomery 

  Issaquah     Email       My gawd. what were you thinking with this redistricting of Issaquah to go to eastern WA just 
to save the position of a non starter, non creative, non constructive regressive person like 
Dave Reichert.  He has most of district 8 identifying with him as it is...we don’t need to be in 
Cle Elem or Ellensburg OR Wenatchee.  What is the matter with you dolts.  You betrayed us.  
Trying to make the state more regressive, eh wot.  Electoral votes, right.  So send in Slick 
Slade and get the job done. How egregious and stupid are you people.  Did the republiclan 
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Sam Reed plant weak people to try to negotiate with Gorton.  I can not believe this.  It is 
outrageous and it is not just.   Granted you care not a whit ...but my gawd.  In my life time I 
will not be represented.  Reichert signed Norquist’s pledge, is dumber than a stump and 
makes my skin crawl.  He also “votes the way John wants him too”.  He will no doubt vote the 
insidious way Cantor want s him too also.  Not an original thought in his head.  I expected a 
stellar committee...obviously that wasn’t going to be.  Wow, what egregious outcomes.  I 
would think you would want to have pride in your work.  You must have been very fearful of 
Issaquah.  To save a position like this.  We will have another Doc or Cathy forever.  Congrats.  
You not only should not take pride in this stupidity, you should be ashamed.  You obviously 
don’t know the districts.  Putting North Issy in district one also shows that you didn’t give 
much thought to anything but making sure that the Regressives were taking over...or the Tea 
Party.  Good luck..you have taken a stellar state and suited Gorton’s purpose.  There are no 
words.  I am stunned.  I will of course, not vote because there is no point and I am sure that is 
the plan...You have fixed us forever.  Jesus Christ wouldn’t’ have a chance in Reichert’s new 
district.  I hope he feels like the carpet bagger that he will be.  

12/31/11 Dave Bradlee   Seattle     SM   7 46 Regarding the Gorton-Ceis congressional plan: The 1st district is so radically different that it's 
absurd. You combine some Seattle suburbs with a huge swath of of rural western 
Washington, which makes no sense. In doing so you've done the eastern Seattle suburbs a 
disservice by splitting them into 3 districts: the 9th, 8th and 1st. You've got Bellevue and 
Mercer Island in the 9th, Issaquah and Sammamish in the 8th and Kirkland and Redmond in 
the 1st. These communities contained much of the state's growth in the decade. They should 
be together in 1 district or at the worst in 2 districts. 

12/31/11 Judith Beamer   Cheney     SM   5 9 I live just outside Cheney in Spokane County.  I previously lived in the City of Spokane for 18 
years.  Without any doubt, Cheney and its environs are much more correctly linked to 
Spokane County and the City of Spokane.  I emphatically believe the Cheney area should be 
included in the Sixth Legislative District, and not the Ninth Legislative District.  Cheney's main 
business is a university that is co-located in Cheney and the City of Spokane!  These two 
locations (Cheney and the City of Spokane) must be part of the same legislative district.  I feel 
totally disenfranchised in the Ninth District.  They only care to represent those involved in 
agriculture. 

12/31/11 Lawrence Holland   Bainbridge 
Island 

    SM   1 23 I am one citizen of the state concerned that the Congressional redistricting plan will make 
seats (with the exception of the 1st) less competitive rather than more. The commission is 
protecting incumbents and the claim of the two major parties to specific seats, but should 
those be the highest priorities? I realize that the commission's task is a difficult one and I 
appreciate the efforts of its members, but the plan will likely be one more small step in the 
polarizing of our national politics. 

12/31/11 Mary M. Carr   Spokane     SM   6 3 I live in the 3rd Legislative District and the 6th Congressional District, Spokane.      Here are my 
comments:    The 6th Legislative District as proposed by Commissioner Cei's initially seems to 
best incorporate logical boundaries especially as it pertains to using streets as major borders.    
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Airway Heights, Medical Lake and Cheney should be included in the 6th District as both the 
recent Foster plan and updated Cei's plan propose. Their interests and values are best voiced 
in a legislative district that is wholly captured in the confines of the Spokane County Borders.     
I support only splitting Spokane County into 4 districts versus 5.  This makes a great deal more 
sense for our community in Spokane to ensure our interests are most truly represented in 
Olympia.    The Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the representation for 
Spokane and Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the constituents of the City 
of Spokane or Spokane County. To settle for a map like Commissioner Huff proposed, seems 
to blatantly disregard the bi-partisan make-up of the suburban parts of Spokane County. The 
Commissioner Huff map goes too far in fracturing the representation for Spokane and 
Spokane County which is not in the best interest of the constituents of the City of Spokane or 
Spokane County.    Thank you for giving my comments careful consideration.   

12/31/11 Richard 
Champion 

  Federal Way     SM   9 30 I was quite troubled by the conversation among the Commission just now. I have several find 
several problems with pulling the 30th Legislative District down into Pierce County.    1. It 
goes against the RCW, which states that dividing districts between counties should be 
minimized. By extending the 30th LD into Pierce the Commission would be doubling the 
number of districts that cross the King-Pierce boundary, not minimizing the number. The 31st 
LD already crosses this boundary and if the cities of Milton and Pierce are to be kept intact, 
they should be in the 31st LD.    2. The Commission would be inconsistent in applying this 
standard. Already on the north end of the 30th LD the district divides the city of Des Moines 
for the total of only 2 precincts. This was done to not displace a legislator, Tracy Eide. Yet, at 
the south end of the district the Commission is apparently not prepared to divide a city, with 
only 1 precinct - 831 people in Milton in King, 92 people in Pacific in Pierce - to preserve the 
county line - and also the status quo. Extending into Pierce county would not even have the 
rationale of preserving a legislator, as all 30th LD legislators live in King County.    3. The 
Commission, in my mind, would be giving too great a deference to the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor of Milton. Myself and several others have recommended that the county line should 
be preserved. Crossing the boundary, especially for so little population, places undue burden 
on organizations, particularly political ones. As a member of the Executive Board for the 30th 
LD Democrats I know that this would require that an additional 4 members Executive Board 
to represent Pierce County, but they would have to be found among that very small 
population in Pierce - about 6500 people. Also, as an organization we are required to donate 
funds to King County Democrats; by putting us in Pierce County we'd have to do the same for 
them. They recommended that the 30th LD be extended into SW Auburn as I have 
recommended twice at your meetings.    4. The Commission would be going against the 
recommendations of King County that also requested that the 30th LD not be extended into 
Pierce County. I assume that their complaints had to do with causing unnecessary burden 
during elections, which would require double the coordination with Pierce county for 
elections for not only the 31st LD, but also the 30th.    If the Commission desires to keep the 
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cities of Milton and Pacific intact then they should reside in the 31st LD. Doing so would result 
in the same level of displacement of population in the 25th LD as extending the 30th LD into 
Pierce would do. 

1/1/12 David A. Perez, 
Asst. Director 

Fred T. Korematsu 
Center for Law and 
Equality 

      Email       Please don't separate Latino communities of interest in Southeast Yakima City and North 
Central Yakima City from the 15th legislative district. These communities of interest MUST be 
kept together in the 15th LD.  We suggest the following Census Block group swaps for the 
14th and 15th LDs.  (Census blocks (smallest units) could be used to even up discrepencies in 
total population numbers.) Please incorporate the following block groups into the 15th LD: 
block groups 15001, 15002, 15003, 15004, 05001 & 06002 Compensating block groups for 
14th LD: block groups 12002, 12003, 11001 Given our unprecedented turnout and 
participation in this redistricting process to have our voices heard, please do what is FAIR.  
Thank you. 

1/1/12 Douglas Kerley, 
PCO 

  Lynnwood     Email       I am really disheartened about the blatant gerrymandering of our congressional districts to 
retain Rick Larsen at any cost.  Especially since Rick can't even retain the respect and loyality 
of his own staff. I am afraid the the cost is the integrity of our Redistricting Commission, its 
Commissioners and its whole process. In the words of Americans for Redistricting Reform, 
"The most recent redistricting cycle after the 2000 census saw unprecedented efforts to use 
redistricting for partisan purposes. First, technology made it possible to gerrymander with 
great precision. The result was that the 2002 election was less competitive than any post-
redistricting election since 1962. Historically, ostredistricting elections have generally been 
more competitive, because the drawing of new lines mitigates incumbents’ advantage by 
introducing them to a new group of voters. The 2000 round had the opposite effect." I am as 
political as they come.  But, I am for fairness and competitiveness so that the voters can make 
and change their minds.  It looks like we are back to court supervised redistricting again 
because these boys can't play fair again.  More millions down the drain. 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall     Email       We appreciate your efforts to keep our Lincoln County community whole, but you should be 
aware that the 13th District is our last choice for a connection. We’ll have a tough road to 
climb to find common interests from our communities in eastern Washington across the 
central basin. There are few if any existing ties of economy or environment, completely 
different land use issues, a few common water issues. We’ll be an appendix, but we’ll manage 
somehow if we have to. The only thing worse is splitting us between 13th and something else. 
The NW corner of Grant County that you’ve split off is a really bad idea. That entire area is a 
growing and consolidated industrial center and needs single representation with its 
communities of Ephrata, Soap Lake and Quincy. We’d still rather be 9th or 7th.  We have 
ongoing ties with both regions that make us one community of interest. 

1/1/12 Cherry Cayabyab         Email       Please don't separate Latino communities of interest in Southeast Yakima City and North 
Central Yakima City from the 15th legislative district. These communities of interest MUST be 
kept together in the 15th LD. We suggest the following Census Block group swaps for the 14th 
and 15th LDs.  (Census blocks (smallest units) could be used to even up discrepencies in total 
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population numbers.) Please incorporate the following block groups into the 15th LD: block 
groups 15001, 15002, 15003, 15004, 05001 & 06002 Compensating block groups for 14th LD: 
block groups 12002, 12003, 11001 Given our unprecedented turnout and participation in this 
redistricting process to have our voices heard, please do what is FAIR.  Thank you. 

1/1/12 Karen L. Keleman   East 
Wenatchee 

    SM   4 12 Dear Chairman Powell, Commissioners Ceis, Gorton, Huff, and Foster, and your dedicated 
staff,    Thank you for your continued hard work on this VERY IMPORTANT project.  I 
understand how difficult a task this is and appreciate your responsiveness to all who are 
taking the time to offer suggestions.    The legislative proposal put forward tonight for LD 12 
(Chelan/Douglas/parts of Okanogan and Grant Counties) will provide a better opportunity for 
representation of its citizens than previous drafts.  I encourage you to maintain at least this 
portion of the 12/31/11 LD Plan.  I will look forward to hearing from and seeing your other 
proposals tomorrow.    Karen Keleman, E Wenatchee 

1/1/12 Geoffery 
McAnalloy 

      Olympia Webcast 1     The decision to leave Milton in the 30th district when only 830 people reside there to keep a 
freshman incumbant in place when others have been displaced and make the 30th LD cross 
the county boundary when the 31st distrcit already does that makes absolutely no sense. The 
majority of Milton is in Pierce and should be kept with the 31st by adding the 831 people that 
are in the King County portion instead of now creating to LD's that strattle the King/Pierce 
borders makes absolutely no sense. 

1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 2     I approve all the minutes 
1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 3     I am very pleased with the revisions on the 12/31 draft map, in regard to the 3rd, 4th, 6th, 

7th, and 9th legislative districts. There was no need to make significant changes to these 
districts, and the current map reflects the wishes of everyone I've heard from in Spokane 
County. Thank you for listening to us. 

1/1/12 Deryl McCarty       Olympia Webcast 4     insert the word "initially" 
1/1/12 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 5     I know that it's too late to make this point, but if the idea of Congressional redistricting is to 

develop fair and competitive districts that maintain commonality of interests -- and keep as 
many people with their existing Rep -- I suggest a simple change in WA-01 and WA-02.  Retain 
all of Whatcom and Skagit Counties in WA-02 

1/1/12 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 6     Well, that didn't sound arrogant at all. 
1/1/12 Eleanor Hungate       Olympia Webcast 7     What is the justification for attaching Selah to the only Central Washington Latino majority 

LD? Did Foster's Dec. 28 map have the population needed, or not? It seems to me to be 
imprudent to set the stage for a likely nativist battle, if you have any other choice. 

1/1/12 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 8     oops, hit Send too soon...  Retain Skagit and Whatcom in WA-02, move Brier, Mountlake 
Terrace, and Lynnwood into WA-01, and maintain the population balance using I-5 and 
town/city lines as the general boundary.  A simple solution I examined would thereby make 
both WA-01 and WA-02 very evenly-matched (and quite similar) demographic and political 
characteristics. 

1/1/12 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 9     The compromise map for Spokane County certainly was a compromise. It compromises away 
all of the community interests of Spokane County residents. :( 
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1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 10     Dave, the lastest map is more or less back to what we have now. 
1/1/12 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 11     Medical Lake, Cheney and West Plains do not belong in the 7th or the 9th. 
1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 12     What district do they belong in, then? I know several people in Airway Heights who weren't 

happy about being moved out of the 7th... 
1/1/12 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 13     Likely the 6th. The 3rd needed to gain population and the 4th and the 6th need to lose. The 

districts in the south central part of the state mostly needed to lose.  and the 7th and 9th 
needed to grow a little,  The 9th should have drifted south and taken up Columbia County and 
more of Franklin or some of Walla Walla. The 4th should have returned to its pre 1990 
borders and gone straight south. The first Ceis map pretty much returned us to the pre 1990 
maps and made the most sense. 

1/1/12 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 14     The original Ceis map returned us to something close to pre 1990 alignment. They made 
sense.  CHeney, Medical Lake and Airway Heights interests lay with Spokane and Spokane 
County not with Kettle Falls or Pomeroy. 

1/1/12 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 15     I'm a West Plains guy perfectly happy to be in the 7th LD. 
1/1/12 Jonathan M. Fox, 

Chair 
37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 16     It is my view that the 37th District GOP provided a large amount of evidence and concern 

about this process.   Forcused on one basic point Renton is not Seattle.   Therefore, having 
any Renton preincts used as appendix to a Seattle based LD,  would violate the guidelings 
under which this commission was supposed to operate. 

1/1/12 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 17     To Mr. Fox:  Seattle merits approximately 4.4 LDs.  Thus, even if city lines were followed as 
completely as possible, 0.6 LDs would have to come from some neighboring location(s). 
Renton's as good (or bad) a choice as any. 

1/1/12 Shane Thorson       Olympia Webcast 18     Looks like there was alot of hard work and consideration put into the latest legislative map.  
Even though Franklin County as a whole is not in one district it looks as if you compromised 
with Pasco, which I do appreciate.  Keep up the good work. 

1/1/12 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 19     The use of 8 Renton preincts to fill out a Seattle LD is not getitng half a LD its being used as an 
appendix.  The northern line of 37th should be Madison St not James.   Not to mention the 
addional expense of having to print two sets of ballots for 37th. 

1/1/12 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 20     The most current proposals do not appear to be posted so only those who have watched 
every minute of the meetings know what is being discussed.  could we at least see the last 
ones posted from yesterday.  Only the current configurations appear to be available. 

1/1/12 John       Olympia Webcast 21     Overall I think the maps for the entire state look great.  It was smart to bring the 8th 
Congressional over the mountains into Kittitas and Chelan Counties.  As Eastern Washington 
Continues to grow and as the state grows it will be a natural area for the next 10 years growth 
and potential third congressional district fully encompassed in eastern washington.  For 
legislative districts King County technically should have lost a district, but that just means they 
lose two the next time around.  The rest of the legislative districts show a large give and take 
and while some will be upset in the beginning, they will be great in the long run. 

1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 22     Joanna, the current map is here: http://redistricting.wa.gov/assets/maps/123111_drafts/SRC-
SDC_1231statewide.pdf. That's the only one under the most contention until yesterday. 
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1/1/12 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 23     You need to trust your county auditors.  This "We know better!" attitude is more than a little 

troubling. 
1/1/12 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 24     Thank you.  I did see this hand out and was not sure that it was the last presented.  I hope 

what I am looking at means that the Central Seattle has been returned to the 7th. 
1/1/12 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 25     Whose presentation are they discussing and want to see? 
1/1/12 Ryan       Olympia Webcast 26     I believe they're asking for the one staffer to put together a presentation for later on borders 

that don't make perfect sense. 
1/1/12 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 27     ok, i see. thanks. 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 28     We appreciate your efforts to keep our Lincoln County community whole, but you should be 

aware that the 13th District is our last choice for a connection. Weâ€™ll have a tough road to 
climb to find common interests from our communities in eastern Washington across the 
central basin. There are few if any existing ties of economy or environment, completely 
different land use issues, a few common water issues. We'll be an appendix, but we'll manage 
somehow if we have to. The only thing worse is splitting us between 13th and something else. 
 
The NW corner of Grant County that you've split off is a really bad idea. That entire area is a 
growing and consolidated industrial center and needs single representation with its 
communities of Ephrata, Soap Lake and Quincy. 
 
We'd still rather be 9th or 7th.  We have ongoing ties with both regions that make us one 
community of interest. 

1/1/12 Matthew 
Pederson 

  Spokane   Olympia Webcast 29     We will be waiting. 

1/1/12 Carol Paul       Olympia Webcast 30     Although keeping the whole of Lincoln County in one district, and I appreciate those efforts, I 
would like to hear your reasons why you consider placing Lincoln County is the 13th rather 
than the 7th or 9th is a better fit economically, environmentally, culturally and land use 
issues. Placing us in the 13th, we know we will only be lost in the shuffle and our voice in 
district politics will be completely drowned out. 

1/1/12 Brian   Spokane   Olympia Webcast 31     when/where can we see the boundaries of the 3rd/6th??? 
1/1/12 Dave Koch   Valleyford   Olympia Webcast 32     I take back my earlier comments.  The map I am seeing today is not the one that most of us 

seem to have seen last night and perhaps some are seeing this morning.  This map is an 
improvement but I still find having my rural school district, and to a lesser extent my rural fire 
district, chopped into pieces. 

1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 33     Brian, the most recently posted map is here: 
1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 34     Brian:http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/maps_dec31_2011.asp 
1/1/12 William T Pennell   Pasco   Olympia Webcast 35     I am disappointed to see that Pasco remains split between the 9th and 16th districts, 

especially when keeping the city together did not appear to be an insoluble problem. 
1/1/12 John Pickens   Zillah     SM   4 15 The compromise map released late New Year’s Eve appears to include Selah and about half of 

Yakima in the 15th legislative district while the 14th now includes the Yakama Reservation, 



 Public Comments Received | January 1, 2011 through March 5, 2012 
 

Updated: April 18, 2012 
Page 379 

DATE NAME AFFILIATION LOCATION FORUM MTG METHOD   CD LD COMMENT 
Klickitat, Skamania, and part of Clark Counties.  Why didn’t the redistricting commission just 
adjust boundaries of the existing districts to address population increases instead of trying to 
change the entire demographic makeup of these districts?  As many as 100,000 voters are 
being moved to different districts instead of approximately 11,000 required to equalize the 
population of these two districts! 

1/1/12 Patrick M       Olympia Webcast 36     Is there much business left other than votes to approve the maps? 
1/1/12 Brian   Spokane   Olympia Webcast 37     i do not have google earth . . . how can i zoom in to see the boundaries in Spokane?!?! 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 38     You can download GoogleEarth from the link on the Redistricting website. 
1/1/12 Anthony Wallace       Olympia Webcast 39     Lots of recesses, what's next - snack time? 
1/1/12 Dave Gibney       Olympia Webcast 40     I would really like some clarification as to how the commission is conducting itself during 

these recesses such that it has not violated the spirit of the OPMA. I am almost certain you 
are having difficulty adhereing to the letter of OPMA. I an failrly certain your recesses are very 
close to serial meetings with staff commuicating intent and desicisions from one 
commissioner to one or more other commissioners. 

1/1/12 guest       Olympia Webcast 41     Lincoln and Grant county will be a natural fit for redistricting.  Both counties have a huge 
common interest in agriculture.  Lincoln County is completely dependent on agriculture, 
primarily wheat farming. Water rights are important to both Grant and Lincoln as well and the 
columbia river is attached to both of them. 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 42     Grant County has irrigated agriculture from the Columbia Basin project, Lincoln County has 
small amount if irrigated agriculture from deep wells and is primarily dryland like Adams and 
Whitman, with similar economies.There is no direct transportation link between Lincoln and 
Grant, except for the NE part of Grant that is cutoff into the 12th District. We'll make it work 
if we have to, but tying Lincoln, Grant and Kittitas counties is NOT in any way reinforcing 
communities of interest. It is clearly the result of a lack of eastern WA perspective and 
experience on the Commission, exacerbated by poor time management to allow only one 
week for discussion.. There is no basis for pretending otherwise. 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 43     Correction, In my irritation with the process and its results, I overlooked Hwy 28. We can get 
there (Grant) from here (Lincoln) without driving down to I-90 through Adams County, 
although the I-90 route is quicker. Still, you have created a district that crosses three counties, 
three or more climate zones, and three congressional districts. Awesome. 

1/1/12 John Pickens   Zillah   Olympia Webcast 44     I haven't heard or seen any comments about the 14th/15th legislative districts except mine & 
Eleanor Hungate's.  It looks like we were thrown under the bus in the rush to make a deal 
before the deadline even though this is a bad decision for both Yakima Valley districts. 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 45     All of eastern WA was thrown under the bus. 
1/1/12 Eleanor Hungate   Yakima     SM   4 14 Re: 15th LD  On Dec 28 Foster made a proposal for the 15th LD. The map presented last night 

is seriously partisan. Selah was shifted from the 14th LD into the 15th LD. At whose request 
was this done? This change virtually guarantees our airways will be flooded with nasty anti-
immigrant anti-Latino ads, paid for in part by insurance, home builders and super-PACs. The 
Foster map does not foist a nativist dispute on Yakima County. But, if you must push the 15th 
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into Selah, please split the city and shift only the downtown area and the blocks to the south 
and east of downtown. 

1/1/12 Patrick m       Olympia Webcast 46     Do the people who have issues with the 14th/15th or Lincoln have better ways to balance the 
population? 

1/1/12 Henry Yates       Olympia Webcast 47     I am writing to advocate for both southeast and north central Yakima be put into the 15th 
legislative district.  These areas should not be set aside from the rest of the 15th. 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 48     It is useless at this late date to bring up major concepts of how communities of interest might 
best be defined in eastern Washington, concepts that were submitted as testimony early in 
the process.. The Commission is only moving bits and pieces, as well they should be on the 
last day. It's too late, and with final map preparation behind closed doors, we have no way of 
understanding the thinking behind their decisions or to correct it. We will learn to live with it 
in Lincoln County. We have no choice. 

1/1/12 Anthony Wallace       Olympia Webcast 49     Something I learned while living in CA - lawsuits can be filed under section 2 of the Voting 
Rights act for darned near anything.  Since an articulated goal was addressing the Hispanic 
population in Yakima, a motivated individual could use that as an issue to crack the issue wide 
open and send it to the courts anyways... 

1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 50     1 
1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 51     Anthony, when are you NOT threatening a lawsuit??? 
1/1/12 Tim Burns       Olympia Webcast 52     When will the proposed maps be available to the web?  The maps on the website are for the 

current LDs and CDS not the proposed. 
1/1/12 Tim Burns       Olympia Webcast 53     When will the proposed maps be available to the public on the web?  The maps on the 

website are the current LDs and CDs not the proposed. 
1/1/12 Cherry Cayabyab       Olympia Webcast 54     Please put Southeast and North Central Yakima in the 15th LD.  These communities of interest 

MUST be kept together in the 15th LD. We have emailed suggestions to the commissioners - 
please review and incorporate our request. Thank you. 

1/1/12 Cherry Cayabyab       Olympia Webcast 55     Please put Southeast and North Central Yakima in the 15th LD.  These communities of interest 
MUST be kept together in the 15th LD. We have emailed suggestions to the commissioners - 
please review and incorporate our request.  Thank you. 

1/1/12 Christine Clark   Deer Park   Olympia Webcast 56     Christine Clark 7th LD/Spokane County : We in Eastern Washington hope that school districts, 
fire districts, precincts are not split into separate LD or CD.  Can County auditors redistrict 
precincts after the State Redistricting Commission completes it's work? 

1/1/12 JC       Olympia Webcast 57     Anthony just moved my name a bit lower in the hit list - Good Job Anthony! 
1/1/12 Charlie McAteer       Olympia Webcast 58     Comment From Henry Yates  

I am writing to advocate for both southeast and north central Yakima be put into the 15th 
legislative district. These areas should not be set aside from the rest of the 15th. Please don't 
separate the Latino communities in Southeast Yakima City and North Central Yakima City 
from the 15th legislative district.   
 
These communities of interest MUST be kept together in the 15th LD.   
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We suggest the following Census Block group swaps for the 14th and 15th LDs.  (Census 
blocks (smallest units) could be used to even up discrepencies in total population numbers.) 
 
Please incorporate the following block groups into the 15th LD: 
block groups 15001, 15002, 15003, 15004, 05001 & 06002 
 
Suggested compensating block groups for 14th LD: 
block groups 12002, 12003, 11001 
 
Given our unprecedented turnout and participation in this redistricting process to have our 
voices heard, please do what is FAIR.  Thank you. 

1/1/12 Charlie McAteer       Olympia Webcast 59     With the support of many OneAmerica members living in Eastern Washington, I support both 
southeast and north central Yakima being put into the 15th legislative district. These areas 
should not be set aside from the rest of the 15th. 

1/1/12 Cherry Cayabyab       Olympia Webcast 60     Correction: Please put Southeast and North Central Yakima CITY in the 15th LD. Thank you. 
1/1/12 JC       Olympia Webcast 61     Gee, I wonder if they can move it off past Midnight - Obama could . . . 
1/1/12 Jim Hunter   East 

Wenatchee 
    SM   4 12 1) The Dec 31 compromise Legislative plan is an improvement.  It keeps Douglas County 

intact, including East Wenatchee, and maintains good community of interest throughout the 
district.    2) The most recent Congressional Plan transfers several portions of CD 4 to CD 8. 
We reluctantly understand some of the motivation for parts of that change.  But PLEASE 
reconsider your inclusion of East Wenatchee in that transfer, and instead keep it with the rest 
of Douglas County and within CD 4.  There is much more than a river separating East 
Wenatchee from Wenatchee and Chelan County.  History, culture, community affiliations, 
political jurisdictions, industry and social traditions all argue against "re-routing" the Columbia 
River at that location.  Douglas County also would be "losing" its largest population base and 
pool of  community, charitable and political volunteers.  Despite the daily vehicle traffic 
across the two bridges that join Wenatchee and East Wenatchee, the river runs deep there as 
do the identities and affiliations.  The citizens of East Wenatchee still relate far more with 
Douglas County and its rural culture than they do with Wenatchee and the rest of Chelan 
County.  Again, please retain East Wenatchee with the rest of Douglas County and its more 
compatible neighbors in CD 4.  Thank you for your consideration. 

1/1/12 Kyle Lynch   Moses Lake   Olympia Webcast 62     While I do think Lincoln County has a lot in common with the 13th District, I do not think this 
is the best approach.  I do not understand why it is neccessary to split Grant or Lincoln 
counties they should each be wholey contained within one legislative district. 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 63     Agree, Kyle, we can always find common ground somewhere and we'll figure it out for the 
next ten years. It's just too bad that physical, social, institutional and economic communities 
of interest seemed to take a back seat this year to superficially defined communities of 
interest. 
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1/1/12 Cherry Cayabyab         Email       Please don't separate Latino communities of interest in Southeast Yakima City and North 

Central Yakima City from the 15th legislative district. These communities of interest MUST be 
kept together in the 15th LD.  We suggest the following Census Block group swaps for the 
14th and 15th LDs.  (Census blocks (smallest units) could be used to even up discrepencies in 
total population numbers.) Please incorporate the following block groups into the 15th LD: 
block groups 15001, 15002, 15003, 15004, 05001 & 06002 Compensating block groups for 
14th LD: block groups 12002, 12003, 11001 Given our unprecedented turnout and 
participation in this redistricting process to have our voices heard, please do what is FAIR.  
Thank you. 

1/1/12 Nanette Fok         Email       Please don't separate the Latino communities in Southeast Yakima City and North Central 
Yakima City from the 15th legislative district.  These communities of interest MUST be kept 
together in the 15th LD.  We suggest the following Census Block group swaps for the 14th and 
15th LDs.  (Census blocks (smallest units) could be used to even up discrepencies in total 
population numbers.) Please incorporate the following block groups into the 15th LD: block 
groups 15001, 15002, 15003, 15004, 05001 & 06002 Suggested compensating block groups 
for 14th LD: block groups 12002, 12003, 11001 Given our unprecedented turnout and 
participation in this redistricting process to have our voices heard, please do what is FAIR.  
Thank you. 

1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

    SM   5 4 Sellout of Eastern Washington for what? What did the GOP want so badly that the 
redistricting commission has lost all credibility in Eastern Washington, from the butchering of 
Spokane County to the 13th LD that is insane. Moronic. Seriously, is there any sane person of 
either side that thinks that Reardan in Lincoln County has anything in common with 
Ellensburg? Any elected official has to drive 2-3 hours to navigate a 20 minute wide swath of 
the state? 

1/1/12 Chad Lupkes, 
Chair 

46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 64     The only important question now is whether the final convening of the meeting will be to 
take a final vote on the plan. 

1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

    SM   5 4 I supported Ceis' plan until it got butchered over the weekend. 

1/1/12 JC       Olympia Webcast 65     "Superficially defined communities of interest", i.e., Creating a district by race!  How 
American is that? 

1/1/12 Steve Rogers   South 
CleElum 

    SM   8 13 HOGWASH!! I live in Cle Elum, Kittitas County, and absolutely reject the idea of being lumped 
in with King and Pierce Counties. Our population here is minute compared to either King or 
Pierce County and I fear my vote will make zero difference on issues I feel are important here 
in Eastern Washington. As a Conservative Republican I will be trampled by the mostly Liberal 
Democratic voters on the Westside! 

1/1/12 Patrick M       Olympia Webcast 66     The @5:25 comment made it sound like the recess would be to put the comprehensive plans 
together for approval by the commission. So is all that is left the vote or are they going to 
shuffle people some more? 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 67     Creating districts by race ignores the mobility of American society and pretends there is no 
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turnover in the population over ten years. People don't have to stay in one place, schools 
districts, fields, PUD's and towns aren't going anywhere. 

1/1/12 Dave Gibney       Olympia Webcast 68     If they get the motion to adopt on the table before midnight, it's probably good enough, Jeff 
seemed to indicate that a decade ago, they missed midnight but were able to finesse it and 
adopt before the Legislature opened. 

1/1/12 Kyle Lynch   Moses Lake   Olympia Webcast 69     If they approved a congressional plan, but not a legislative plan, would the Suprime court be 
responsible for drawing both? 

1/1/12 CP       Olympia Webcast 70     It is very hard to grasp the reason for non-discrimination laws when the government itself 
fosters discrimination. How can people ever be a part of our state when government 
continues to keep them separate? 

1/1/12 Jonathan M. Fox, 
Chair 

37th LD Repuplicans Renton   Olympia Webcast 71     The democrats used race in their stsndard bait and switch program.   They have there 
"majority minority" district but gave it to a white guy from TACOMA.    The 9th District fails 
the laught test with its south line fixed at the property line of Adam Smith's house. 

1/1/12 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 72     They could always emulate the Illinois Legislature, which stopped the clock a few minutes 
before midnight to round up enough votes on a 1988 measure to prevent the White Sox from 
leaving for Tampa.  See http://www.chicagomag.com/Chicago-Magazine/The-312/December-
2011/When-Michael-Madigan-and-Big-Jim-Thompson-Stopped-Time-to-Save-the-White-Sox/ 
for the details. 

1/1/12 John Pickens   Zillah   Olympia Webcast 73     The compromise map released late New Year's Eve appears to include Selah and about half of 
Yakima in the 15th legislative district while the 14th now includes the Yakama Reservation, 
Klickitat, Skamania, and part of Clark Counties.  Why didn't the redistricting commission just 
adjust boundaries of the existing districts to address population increases instead of trying to 
change the entire demographic makeup of these districts?  As many as 100,000 voters are 
being moved to different districts instead of approximately 11,000 required to equalize the 
population of these two districts! 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 74     It has been posted before that if both CD and LD maps are not approved, all map making goes 
to the court. However, the Court could do whatever it wished including simply accepting the 
maps at the point they were left by the Commission as long as the numbers were met. 

1/1/12 Brian   Spokane   Olympia Webcast 75     It is RIDICULOUS that the 7th legislative district goes down and includes the Linwood portion 
of Spokane.  That portion should be part of the 6th or 3rd.  Reprehensible!  Those folks have 
NOTHING to do with Okanogan County!!! 

1/1/12 Christine Clark   Deer Park   Olympia Webcast 76     Churchill: Never Give Up! 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 77     You mean Spokane's Linwood neighborhood and Chesaw and Curlew aren't a community of 

interest? And here they spent all that time worrying about mixing Renton and Seattle . . . 
1/1/12 Christine Clark   Deer Park   Olympia Webcast 78     My 7th LD residence is 3 miles south of Deer Park.  Residents of the third or sixth LD have less 

travel time to congregate.  The population density of NE and SE Washington is so sparse that 
the square mile estimate is at least 10, 000 for either 7th or 9th.  Then there is the new 13th... 

1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 79     brian from Spokane: The latest map doesn't have the 7th coming down to Spokane anymore, 
it basically preserves the 2001 boundaries. 
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1/1/12 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 80     The majority minority district in the Seattle area was not necessarily a product of the 

Democratic thinking and, in fact tends to hurt  Democrats.  An organized group went to all the 
meetings and testified for it.  I agree with Jonathan to some degree.  Of course, Adam Smith 
was going to be drawn into the 9th and will probably be reelected.  he may be the best 
representative for the area as drawn.  In the meantime, the areas where the various 
minorities live so far have been chopped up in ways that will hurt the neighborhoods where 
they live.  Seattle is no longer whole.  It is a fiasco   with what I suspect is a different agenda/s 
altogether.  Compact contiguous  areas that respect municipal and natural boundary lines are 
not being drawn for that area.  And, ethnic groups are being lumped together in ways that 
destroy their ability to influence more than one Congressional District. 

1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

  Olympia Webcast 81     The latest google earth layer on the redistricting site has a chunk of the 7th LD coming all the 
way down to Wellesley and encompassing Hillyard. This is insane. There is absolutely 
NOTHING of comparable interest between Hillyard and its issues and Stevens, Ferry, Pend 
Oreille and a chunk of the Okanogan County. 

1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 82     Never mind, I've been looking at the wrong dang map! 
1/1/12 Brian   Spokane   Olympia Webcast 83     it's actually not Linwood as much as it is Hillyard. 
1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 84     I agree, bringing the 7th all the way down into Spokane is ludicrous. Why mix urban and rural 

voters, who often have very legislative different interests? 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 85     Ah yes, looked again and it's Hillyard that now gets to join with Newport, Kettle Falls, Orient, 

Waucanda and Republic. Brilliant pairing. 
1/1/12 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 86     when will those 2 approved maps be on the site? 
1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 

Valley 
  Olympia Webcast 87     They are voting on the LD plan right now and yet they've not shown us the most recent 

compromise!!!! 
1/1/12 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 88     When will the final plans be posted here? 
1/1/12 Chad Lupkes, 

Chair 
46th LD Democrats King County   Olympia Webcast 89     Guy, probably by morning. 

1/1/12 Joanna Cullen       Olympia Webcast 90     Is there a way to view this? 
1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 

Valley 
  Olympia Webcast 91     They voted and aren't even showing us the plan! 

1/1/12 Nansen Malin   Seaview   Olympia Webcast 92     well, some of us attended EVERY meeting via livestream webcast! 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 93     Concur in expressing thanks to John Milem. Wish he could have been on the Commission. 
1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 

Valley 
  Olympia Webcast 94     The legislature isn't going to go for the 7th LD coming all the way down to Hillyard. 

1/1/12 Neal Traven   Seattle   Olympia Webcast 95     C'mon Joanne, let the staff get some sleep! 
1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 96     tHAT IS WHY THE COMMISSION SHOULD BE WITHOUT POLITICIANS 
1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 

Valley 
  Olympia Webcast 97     This is going to have an affect on every political level of life in every single neighborhood, I 

don't feel particularly sorry that they missed their holidays, this is really, really important. 
1/1/12 Julian Hale       Olympia Webcast 98     What? You could have finished weeks ago, you're not REQUIRED to finish on 1/1... 
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1/1/12 Ross Hunter       Olympia Webcast 99     I would have loved to implement Huff's idea right now and cut their budget. There is no 

reason it takes this long. 
1/1/12 Kyle Lynch   Moses Lake   Olympia Webcast 100     I appreciate thier work.  A big thank you to the commissioners and thier staff! 
1/1/12 Jim C.       Olympia Webcast 101     So...I ask when will the final maps be up for all of us to view and study. 
1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 102     I would like to thank the commission for allowing the counties to provide feedback regarding 

the proposed boundaries. 
1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 103     They should have had all these eaches and borders issues fixed at the start so everyone was 

working on the correct municipal data. 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 104     A big thank you to the staff. 
1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 105     I appreciate all the lunch and dinner and coffee breaks they took 
1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 

Valley 
  Olympia Webcast 106     They say 'when they transmit them to the legislature' but they haven't said when that will be. 

1/1/12 Mary Johnson-
Hall, Elections 
Supervisor 

County, Pierce Pierce 
County 

  Olympia Webcast 107     Congratulations. 

1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 108     They have to submit it before the clock hits midnight 
1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 

Valley 
  Olympia Webcast 109     oh good, at least we'll see it soon. 

1/1/12 Christine Clark   Deer Park   Olympia Webcast 110     Valerie, you lived in the 7th in the Riverside Spokane County area.  With the development of 
the North Spokane Corridor, the north Spokane County will change quite a bit.  Perhaps 
Eastern State Hospital and Lakeland Village and Fairchild AFB will see positive changes with a 
different LD representation. 

1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

  Olympia Webcast 111     Next time hopefully we'll have at least one commissioner from Eastern Washington. But I 
don't envy any of them the amount of work they've had to do. Thank you for your work. 

1/1/12 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 112     does that mean we will see the maps tonight (after you submit to leg)? 
1/1/12 Guy Palumbo   Snohomish   Olympia Webcast 113     thanks very much for your help and work. 
1/1/12 Jim C.       Olympia Webcast 114     Maybe you Valerie...next time... 
1/1/12 Christine Clark   Deer Park   Olympia Webcast 115     Thanks very much for the difficult very technical tasks and thanks for the initial hearings 

across the state.  I hope for Constitutional amendments to update the redistricting process; 
here's a link to begin each person's study of redistricting across the nation:  
http://redistricting.lls.edu/states-WA.php 

1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 116     Will the Commissioners issue the rationale behind their decisions to answer the question Mr. 
Foster just articulated? It would be helpful for those of us who will have to explain it to local 
voters. 

1/1/12 Brian       Olympia Webcast 117     We understand exactly why you drew the lines you did. You drew them to protect 
incumbents and strengthen your party. What annoys us it that these obvious facts are denied. 

1/1/12 JC       Olympia Webcast 118     Thank you Brian - you are absolutly correct. 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 119     Which is why I'd like to see something in writing, Brian. 
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1/1/12 Brian       Olympia Webcast 120     No process that allows parties to draw the maps could possibly be the best. Non-partisan 

redistricting would be better. 
1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 121     Dean - The Auditors and Elections Departments and Office of the Secretary of State will be 

asked to answer the question of "Why I am in Legislative District X or Congressional District 
X". 

1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

  Olympia Webcast 122     Will the January 9th report include some narrative about the decisions and rationale? 

1/1/12 Valerie Rongey   Spokane 
Valley 

  Olympia Webcast 123     Brian, while I agree with the sentiment behind having it be non-partisan, no one is truly non-
partisan, everyone has their version of skin in the game so while I appreciate the sentiment, 
I'll bet there isn't any way to pull it off. 

1/1/12 Elaine Phelps 33rd LD WSDCC State 
Committee Woman 

Shoreline   Olympia Webcast 124     There is no such thing as non-partisan redistricting 

1/1/12 JC       Olympia Webcast 125     Elaine - or non-partisan politics 
1/1/12 Brian       Olympia Webcast 126     I agree that removing biases completely will be possible, but I think it's a step in the right 

direction. 
1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 127     There is absolutely a way to pull it off with noparisans if you have some standard basic rules. 
1/1/12 Brian       Olympia Webcast 128     *will be impossible 
1/1/12 Dave Gibney       Olympia Webcast 129     This explicitly bi-partisan and mostly open process has done fairly well 
1/1/12 Elaine Phelps 33rd LD WSDCC State 

Committee Woman 
Shoreline   Olympia Webcast 130     who is John they referred to? 

1/1/12 Guest       Olympia Webcast 131     This certainly wasnt done in a open process 
1/1/12 Deryl McCarty       Olympia Webcast 132     Milem a citizen who cares 
1/1/12 Brian       Olympia Webcast 133     They would always go take a recess and go do the real work behind closed doors, because 

they don't want the public to know how purely partisan it is. 
1/1/12 Sue Lani Madsen   Edwall   Olympia Webcast 134     Look at the Third Party Plans on the Redistricting website and look for John Milem's plans 
1/1/12 Brian       Olympia Webcast 135     Milem's plan had a strange Whatcom-Okanogan connection. 
1/1/12 JC       Olympia Webcast 136     Wasn't that warm and fuzzy? 
1/2/12 Angela Hoffman   Goldendale     Email       I am a CPA and a voter in Goldendale.  We’re located in Klickitat County in central 

Washington.  We are a very rural county.  Please do not district us in #3 with Clark County.  
We belong in District 4 with the other central Washington counties.  We have nothing in 
common with the voters in District 3 are unlikely to be represented.  Our current legislators 
are devoted to covering their entire district and come to Goldendale often.  Please do not 
take away our representation. 

1/2/12 Anonymous         Email       I have to download a program, that is not needed to view images, rather than just pull up an 
image in a web browser to view a map of the suggest congressional redistricting?  That is 
EXCELLENT access to government!  (That was sarcasm by the way)  Congrats!  A simple image 
at different sizes would be more than adequate and less frustrating for the PEOPLE that are 
affected by the committees gerrymandering.  Thanks.   
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1/2/12 Ron Anderson   Yakima     Email       To all commission members: I am amazed that you changed the districts based on race rather 

than population. Is this legal ? It seems to be a total racist move to me in an effort to try to 
divide the population of Central Washington and an attempt to weaken the conservative base 
here. I do expect an answer to these questions and a full explanation of why it was done this 
way . 

1/2/12 Christine Clark   Deer Park     SM   5 7 Eastern Washington communities are concerned about precincts, school districts, fire districts 
which are split between LD and / or CD.  Will county auditors be able to redraw precincts to 
avoid such splits?  Thanks for your consideration of this question. 

1/2/12 John-Paul 
Chaisson-
Cardenas 

Latino Community 
Fund 

Federal Way     SM   9 30 Dear Commissioners,     Please don't  divide the Latino communities in Southeast Yakima City 
and North Central Yakima City from the 15th legislative district.      These communities of 
interest MUST be kept together in the 15th LD.      We suggest the following Census Block 
group swaps for the 14th and 15th LDs.  (Census blocks (smallest units) could be used to even 
up discrepencies in total population numbers.)    Please incorporate the following block 
groups into the 15th LD:  block groups 15001, 15002, 15003, 15004, 05001 & 06002    
Suggested compensating block groups for 14th LD:  block groups 12002, 12003, 11001     
Thank you. 

1/2/12 Karen L. Keleman   East 
Wenatchee 

    SM   4 12 Thank you all for your service. 

1/2/12 Richard Morrill University of 
Washington 

Seattle     SM   7 43 Congratulations to the commission for a quite credible job in difficult circumstances. 

1/3/12 Craig Dougherty   Kent     Email       I CANNOT BELIEVE HOW FAR FROM THE LAST POSTED MAPS YOU ALL HAVE TRAVERESED 
FROM. THE 33RD LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT IS THE VICTIM OF THE WORST GERRYMANDERING I 
HAVE EVER WITNESSED. I COULD NOT BELIEVE YOU SHOT UP TO AND EVEN WITH THE 
MUSEUM OF FLIGHT WITH THE 33RD DISTRICT SPLITTING WHERE THE 34TH SHOULD BE, 
BRINGING THE 11TH DOWN TO THE PANTHER LAKE  ANNEXATION BY KENT AND SPLITTING 
THAT AS WELL, DROPPING DOWN THE HILL TO 100TH  SOUTH OF 212TH  AND USING THAT AS 
A MAJOR BOUNDRY WHEN THE BENSON HIWAY HAS BEEN TRADITIONALLY THAT BOUNDRY 
(104TH/108TH) TO DIVIDE THE 47TH AND THE 33RD…..YOU HAVE CHOPPED UP THE 6TH 
LARGEST CITY IN THE STATE LIKE SO MUCH DOG FOOD.  IT WAS YOUR COMMISSION TO 
MAINTAIN COMMUNITY INTEGRITY, HOW SO WHEN YOU GIVE KENT TO 3 SEPARATE 
DISTRICTS? IT WAS UNFAIR AS IT WAS, BUT WHAT AN APPALLING DEMOCRAT GRAB OF A 
DISTRICT I HAVE NOT WITHNESSED IN SUCH FASHION IN ALL MY DAYS IN THIS STATE.  THEY 
HAVE BECOME THE PARTY OF THEIVES.  SOME OF YOU SHOULD CARRY GREAT SHAME IN 
YOUR PRESENTATION OF THIS PORTION TO THE LEGISLATURE. I AM DISGUSTED WITH THIS 
PROPOSAL, WHAT A LOAD OF LAST MINUTE THEATRICS WHEN IN FACT YOU ALL HAVE NOT 
MOVED OFF YOUR COLLECTIVE FENCES 3 WEEKS AGO…. YOU CALL YOURSELVES SERVANTS OF 
THE PEOPLE?  THIS SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE UNDER AUTHORITY OF A UNITED NATIONS  
PEACEKEEPING MISSION, AS CORRUPT AS THEY ARE, I WOULD HAVE MORE FAITH IN THE 
OUTCOME THAN BY THIS APPOINTED BODY. YOU SHAME ALL VOTERS IN THIS SUBMISSION, 
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FOR YOU CERTAINLY HAVE NOT SPENT YOUR RESOURCES WELL AND HAVE SQUANDERED THE 
TRUST OF THE PEOPLE IN THE FUTURE !!!!  

1/3/12 David Anderson   Seattle     Email       I recognize everyone’s focus right now is getting this final plan to the Legislature on time 
but…After the big vote on Sunday Commissioner Huff shared some suggestions on how he felt 
the Redistricting process could be improved. I would like to encourage all of the 
Commissioners to take some time to reflect, ask questions of staff, and form a list of 
suggestions toward improving this process and create a supplemental report to the 
legislature and/or future Commissions. The very nature of a “redistricting Commission” is to 
compartmentalize the difficult task of redistricting.  As such, any thoughts of improving this 
process will be forgotten unless concrete suggestions are formally put in front of legislators 
right now otherwise all concerns about redistricting will be forgotten by 2019. Potential topics 
of their suggestions could regard: ~How can future commissions get better information from 
cities, counties, and the Census Bureau? ~Further defined expectations of Auditors, Staff, The 
Chair, Commissioners, and Third Parties. ~What does the state need to maintain good 
districting data during the next decade? ~What is the optimum size or purpose for a precinct? 
~Make an assessment of resources, financial and physical for the commission to do its work. 
These suggestions are merely what I’ve heard Commissioners, staff and citizens gripe about 
during this process. Now in this short window while the Commission is outside of the trees 
and looking at the forest and about to be dissolved   I hope they take this time, (suffer each 
other a little bit more ;)), and use this position to apply their newly developed institutional 
brain trust toward the betterment of future commissions.  Although it’s not your purpose a 
little encouragement from this Commission’s unique vantage will create better policy in many 
areas of government ten years down the road. Thank you for your hard work, conviviality, 
and consideration. 

1/3/12 John Milem   Vancouver     Email       Click to view email from John Milem with attachment 

1/3/12 Rick and Naida 
Bacon 

  Tacoma     Email       To all the Commission Members and your Staffs, My wife and I have listened in and watched 
your efforts this last year and as Washington State residents appreciate all the hard work you 
all have taken on to make this a fair outcome. Thank You. 

1/3/12 Sally 
Montgomery 

  Issaquah     Email       I apologize..it was not Sam Reed.  The group that picked this group of people must have really 
had an agenda.  No integrity amongst you 

1/4/12 Mike Beehler   Olympia     Email       Folks, you might want to check the name of the Railroad (Union Pacific) named on the 
western boundary of Leg 2. I believe it should be Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF). Maybe 
a minor tech issue but if accuracy matters? 

1/4/12 Lembhard Howell   Seattle     Letter       Letter from Lembhard Howell 

1/4/12 Sally 
Montgomery 

  Issaquah     SM   8 5 My recommendation is to re design District 8 so we are all on this side of the mountains.  
Protecting the non starting Reicherts job is a phoney way of going about your business.  As 
long as Auburn, MV, NB and the little burgs are iin this district, Reichert is okay.  What a crock 
of nonsense.  Slick Slade trying to change the electoral vote.  How disengenuous, what a 
hypocrtical bit of nonsense.  How very depressing that I might live in a district that is ruled as 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0128.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0035.pdf
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the likes of Doc "do nothing" Hastings and Cathy "do nothing" McMorris.  It is not fair, it is 
betrayal and it is not just.  It is appeasing a powerful republican and some very noneffective 
democrats.  I am stunned at this.  Surely there is a wee bit of ingetrity and ethics amongst 
you.  My gosh...children could do better and they have a desire to be fair.  You aren't. 

1/4/12 lurbach School District, Pasco Pasco     SM       Please keep Pasco one district. 
1/4/12 Brad Fritz   Pasco     SM   4 16 I think that it would be a disservice to the Pasco Community to split it into two legislative 

districts.  I would very much like to see all of Pasco kept in a single legislative district. 
1/5/12 Judith Friedberg-

Nerf 
  Bremerton     SM   6 35 Commissioners, this is an email (below) I forwarded today to electeds who represent portions 

of Bremerton.  I wish to go on record expressing my disappointment regarding the final 
legislative district decisions that, in my opinion, do a disservice to Bremerton residents.    Text 
in its entirety:  Dear Representatives and Senators,    I am a Bremerton resident whose home, 
following the recent LD redistricting recommendations, remains within a small stub of our city 
that remains in the 35th LD.  I am writing out of dismay relative to just-released legislative 
district redistricting maps.  I am extremely displeased that "my new district" separates me 
from meaningful future representation.  I am hopeful that when the new redistricting map is 
presented for adoption that serious reflection be given to incompatibilities that arise from 
current redistricting recommendation.    Before I begin comment, I wish to thank those of you 
who represent the 35th LD.  Yours has been a complex task - representing extremes of 
urban/rural issues and interests while at the same time framing your reflections of the needs 
of the state as a whole - the things we all share in common:  transportation, education, social 
services, environmental and Puget Sound health, impacts related to military installations, and 
need for economic development.    It is the extremes that I wish to address.  It is the carving 
up of the city of Bremerton LDs that I wish to protest.  One look at the map as presented 
reflects a theme that to my eye does not seem to appear in any other proposed LD in the 
State.  Bremerton is fragmented such that it is difficult to imagine any coherency in legislative 
representation arising from the newly revised LDs.  I hope this will be remedied.    Bremerton 
is a complex story.  It  is the largest city in Kitsap County.  It is urban.  It is considered the 
portal to the West Sound region and as such ties us geographically to urban Seattle and major 
transportation corridors rather than to more suburban or rural elements of the state.  There 
is major Navy footprint within city boundaries.  We are a ferry dependent community.    We 
have three State highway arteries that run through our city - through commercial and 
residential corridors - all providing our residents and suburban/rural Kitsap and Mason county 
dwellers access to our east side ferry terminal, which then connects to the metropolitan 
Seattle area.  Our land use patterns are urban, high density (my neighborhood, for example is 
zoned 10 homes to the acre).  We have hundreds of marine shorelines within the city.  
(Continued below) 

1/5/12 Judith Friedberg-
Nerf 

  Bremerton     SM   6 35 (Continued) Marine waters - Port Washington Narrows, Dyes Inlet thread their way through 
the heart of our city - and planning for upland land use (and subsequent impacts) is a major 
effort and aligns us with other Kitsap County municipalities and communities who share 
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similar urban realities.  We have major short-term and long-term urban revitalization projects 
unfolding to restore our Bremerton community to better health and stability, and which 
when completed, have promise to knit the community into a more cohesive whole.    The 
proposed redistricting separates portions of our city from each other and from the logical 
connections that lead to a cohesive whole - both locally on-the-ground, and politically.  It 
divides Bremerton commercial and industrial footprints from residential - and in my case, 
separates my home from commercial/industrial development within the city.    It divides 
marine waterways within our city like a pie chart rather than unifying.  It essentially removes 
Bremerton homes on peninsulas extending into Dyes Inlet from legislative representation 
relative to other marine oriented communities - that is it attaches these homes to inland 
legislative district rather than those having political conversations regarding the health of 
marine waters and upland uses that impact such. It isolates decidedly urban residents (my 
family and neighbors for example) from the rest of our fellow citizens.  It attaches my urban 
family and home to a legislative district of suburban, semi-rural and rural dwellers.  (My home 
falls to the east of Highway 3, which in reality connects my neighborhood to high intensity 
land use patterns within Bremerton rather than those outlying areas to the west of the 
highway.)  It isolates our Bremerton area urban issues from Kitsap legislative districts that 
contain urban elements and similar issues.  It appears that many, if not most cities within 
Washington remain whole in legislative representation resulting from redistricting.  With the 
current recommendation, Bremerton will continue to be divided into three LDs.    I cannot 
make sense of this proposal.  And at a personal level, the result of this fracturing is my 
perceived loss of political voice, meaningful political conversation with others who reside in 
high-intensity urban settings.    I plead with you to consider the perceived negative impacts 
the proposed redistricting will have on the parts of Bremerton that remain attached to 35th 
LD.  Is it possible to consider moving those portions of Bremerton into one of the other two 
legislative districts (or  re-assign Bremerton entirely into one legislative district?).  I realize 
there are those who argue that more representation is better, and that Bremerton will have 
the benefit of more representation with the current proposal.  There may be some merit in 
that frame of mind, however I do not share it.  Under the current proposal I feel a loss of 
representation.  It is difficult for me to look at the currently proposed  map and imagine the 
urban issues that directly impact my family will be vigorously represented within a 
predominately suburban, semi- and rural district.  If there is any meaningful way to re-align 
the portions of Bremerton that fall outside of decidedly urban representation, please do so.  I 
do not wish to be disenfranchised, but the reality of the redistricting proposal is that is 
precisely my experience.  Re-alignment processes offer opportunities to improve 
representation, energize citizens to participate in meaningful democratic processes.    Please 
use this opportunity to enhance Bremerton residents' opportunity to engage in meaningful 
legislative process and discourse by unifying Bremerton's placement in legislative district(s).  
Please make Bremerton whole and level the playing field.    Respectfully,    Judy Friedberg-
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Nerf  1600 Madrona Point Drive  Bremerton, WA  98312  360-792-2843 

1/5/12 Irene H Palmer   Orting     SM   2 2 Rep. McCune has been our representative for years and has done an excellent job by 
redrawing the districts you are removing him from office.  If you need to redo the boundrys 
people should not be removed from office. 

1/5/12           SM       I would like for Pasco School district to remain as one. 
1/7/12 Jim Burrows   Burien     Email       Click to view email: Compactness of the final plans 

1/7/12 Nickee Pritchard   Pasco     SM     16 In the past parole was available for offenders that have proven to be rehabilitated and 
cognitivly capable of refraining from crime and making a decent life for themselves. At this 
point parole is no longer available for anyone confined in washington state. Currently there 
are a large amount of juvenile offenders that have been sentanced to large amounts of time 
and have served over half of it and have proven to be upstanding individules but can not be 
granted relief. I am requesting that this be looked at. Start giving these adults a chance to 
prove they are worthy of relief. And let them come home on strict community supervision if 
need be. The economy is suffering why not save a few million by giving people second 
chances. 

1/9/12 Ed Hayden         SM   5 7 Overall I thought the current proposed plan in the redistricting was very good. Although I 
wonder in how  Lincoln county now district 7  was included as a whole into district 13. Just as 
a observation geographicaly  it appears to me that Odessa, Lind, Ruff, Irby,Marlin are all in the  
southern part of the county and should be in District 13 as they are really in the columbia 
basin . It appears to me that Davenport should have been more in the Spokane district and 
the rest of lincoln county should go more into the stevens county district. However 
population waise and I think that is what you based your redistricting on, it probably makes 
sense as you now have decided.... To me it is questionable either way. Thank you for taking 
my comment. 

1/10/12 Barbara Madsen, 
Chief Justice 

Supreme Court Olympia     Letter       Click to view letter from Supreme Court 

1/10/12 G. E. Paul   Goldendale     Email       The new district 14, as appearing in the Goldendale Sentinel, has Klickitat Co. along with parts 
of all western counties all the way to the coast. This looks like the longest East/West district in 
the state which adds to the present weak communication (no Wash. based TV nor western 
Western Wash. radio – thanks to government politics/big business decisions). Representation 
in this new 14 would be very difficult so this gives further credibility to the idea of redrawing 
the Wash./Ore. state line due east and west along the northern boundary of Klickitat Co. 
since we get Ore. TV and radio and thus know  more of what’s going on south of the 
Columbia. Our present state senator and reps. are great and they live 50 miles/one hour away 
not 100 miles/2.5 hours as would be likely in the new 14. 

1/10/12 Nancy Cronquist         Email       After looking at the top of the 9th district, it appears clear that portion was drawn with the 
intent of keeping Medina and Clyde Hill and the wealthiest contributors out of a minority 
Congressional district.  Do you have another explanation for that strange configuration? 

1/10/12 Mary Ellan Moe,         Email       Redistricting Committee--     Please, please do not eliminate Green Bluff from the 4th district. 

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/ecomments/ecom_0129.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0046.pdf
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PCO 4006 You are wielding your power unadvisedly and Republicans in the 4th will be more confused 

and less active  with your plan. This is a needless step—please use common sense and sound 
judgment, and leave Green Bluff in the 4th.  Thank you. 

1/10/12 Joan Morris         Email       Bremerton has been split into THREE pieces: #23rd, #26th and #35th.  Didn't you notice?  I am 
now in the 35th LD with no legislative voice in regards to naval activities, downtown urban 
renewal, the ferry system, Puget Sound cleanup and homelessness to name but a few.  I see 
no other city fractured into THREE pieces except for Bremerton.  How are the citizens of 
Bremerton to address our many problems without the benefit of cohesive representation and 
a local voting block?    Please fix this!!  It feels like we are under siege by our own state 
government.  We are the most populated city on the peninsula with the most problems.  
Many of these problems are unique to Bremerton alone.  This proposed redistricting will slow 
or stop our efforts to restore our city. 

1/11/12 Richard Leider   Beaux Arts     Email   8 41 I am a resident of Beaux Arts Village (zip 98004) and I was stunned to read this morning that I 
am no longer in the 8th Congressional district—and am now in the 9th.  The last map I had 
seen there was relatively little change, and my area was still included in the 8th.  It now 
appears that I have been lumped into the Seattle/Tukwila/Federal Way/Tacoma area. I object. 
I share very little/no interests within the residents of these areas.  I voted for Dave Reichert, 
and he represents me.  I have seen little/no outreach to those voters/citizens affected by this 
change.  Why would you not contact those voters who would be directly impacted?  
Specifically, “hey, you are in district “X”, we are changing you—you should be aware”.  What 
is the next step?  How do I protest/spread the word? A (very) unhappy citizen and voter. 
Richard Leider 

1/11/12 Richard Leider   Beaux Arts     SM   8 41 I am stunned to learn that my "new" district is the 9th.  I am a resident of Beaux Arts Village, 
and I must say the new gerrymandered district lines are puzzling at best.  I (was) represented 
by Dave Reichert, who I support.  I have very little/zero in common interests with the 
residents of my new district.  Further, I feel the Commission did effectively zero outreach to 
those like myself that are critically affected by this significant change.  The last map I had seen 
(a few months ago) showed very little proposed change.  Now, suddenly, I am voting with 
those in Tukwila, Federal Way, South Seattle, and Tacoma.  How does that work?  Very, very 
disappointing--and a poor communications process. 

1/13/12 Molly Ciliberti   Sammamish     Email       Putting Sammamish with eastern Washington is ridiculous. We have nothing in common. The 
west side should be together and the east side of the state together. Please don’t stick us 
with Dave Reichert. He doesn’t represent the many Democratic or Independent voters in 
Sammamish. You just gave a republican a safe seat and deny those of us in Western 
Washington representation. The redistricting plan is a case of gerrymandering personified and 
it stinks and makes no sense. 

1/13/12 John Milem   Vancouver     Testimony       John Milem from Vancouver. I would just like to say a word for the Census Bureau. I have sat 
through no end of meetings at which Census Bureau people have pleaded with people in the 
states and the localities to respond to Census Bureau requests for information and to respond 
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once the Census Bureau sends out, "Here's how we understand what you've sent us." A lot of 
times they get no feedback. And so this is a two-sided thing. There has to be better effort 
made, I think, on the Census Bureau's side, but there also has to be better effort made on the 
side of the localities, the counties, and the school districts, and cities to let the Census Bureau 
know where their boundaries actually are and to take seriously when the Census Bureau does 
send them, "Here's what we understand. Is this right?" If you say nothing and then two years 
later you say, "Well, that was wrong," you know, it's hard to pin that on the Census Bureau. 
Second point I would like to make is in support of the comment that Tom Huff has made 
several times regarding scheduling. We have the rather peculiar situation that the counties 
are required to redraw their districts before the state districts are drawn, and that creates no 
end of issues, then, about how -- you know, they want you to coordinate your district 
boundaries with the district boundaries they already by law had to draw. To me that doesn't 
make any sense at all. I think that, in line with the comment that Tom's making, I would 
suggest that there be a date set. And I was thinking first congressional, but maybe legislative 
ought to come first. You know better about that than I do. Just for example set a deadline of 
August 1st for congressional or legislative, a deadline of October 1st for the other, and then 
the deadline for the counties as about December. So that way you get one set of lines set, 
and then you can draw the next set of lines knowing what that first set is. And then the 
counties don't have to draw their lines until they see all your lines. Now, I think this probably 
requires constitutional amendment because, if I remember right, the January 1 date is in the 
constitution. So it's a constitutional amendment involved there. On the other hand, it's 
certainly within the -- within the scope of any agency to say, "Well, that's what our outside 
line" -- "outside date is, but we can set our own." Now, the question is how you enforce it, 
and, of course, we know what happened with November 1. So ultimately I think it probably 
does have to be the constitution. The third -- the third point I would like to say is just this is 
the first opportunity I've had in public to say thank you for your kind of words, both in writing 
and orally, and I appreciate them. And thank you very much. 

1/17/12 John Gordon   Issaquah     Email       I looked at the boundaries you have drawn for District 9 and 8, and have to hold my tongue. 
There seems to be a significant lack of logic on part of the eastern boundary of Dist 9 west of 
Hwy 900 and Cougar Mtn area. A natural boundary would be Hwy 900, following Issaquah 
Renton Road through May valley into Renton. This keeps areas of common interest (lot size, 
age of development, more) somewhat together. Poorly done folks. Shame on you, for the 
little preferential pockets, the bastardized slicing up of neighborhoods, failure to do your job. 
Perhaps someone there can tell me I'm mistaken, that the boundaries are rational. That will 
take some doing. I look forward to it. 

1/23/12 Peter House   Seattle     SM   7 36 Sir or Madam:  I would like to stay in my current legislative district.  I am now in the 36th but 
the redistricting maps show me moving to the new 43rd.  I live at 6035 - 1st Avenue NW, and 
my precinct is 36-1291. Under the redistricting plan, I am slated to be in the absolute upper 
left hand corner of the new 43rd.  I am a long-time Democratic activist in the 36th.  I have 
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been a PCO since 1980 and I have walked my precinct at least twice per year since 1986.  I 
was Chair of the 36th District Democrats from 2004 through 2008.  I hope you can help me 
out by keeping 36-1291 in the new 36th. 

1/26/12 Noel Renggli 36th LD Democrats Seattle     SM   7 36 The newly drawn  boundaries has wrenched my resident PCO and former chairman Peter 
House as well as myself  out of the 36th and into the 43rd Legislative District. This change will 
prove to be a blow to the 36th Legislative District Democrats, as well to the rate of voter 
participation throughout the 36th LD if this change is not rectified.     Using the district maps 
of the past decade as a reference, I implore for your efforts to keep precinct Sea.36-1291 in 
The 36th Legislative District. This would be a simple change to make as there would be no 
controversy in keeping Sea.36-1291 in The 36th LD.     Thusly, The 43rd LD would need to 
retain a precinct that they are currently slated to lose. Another easy change to The 
Commission's recommendations would be for The 43rd LD to retain precinct Sea.43-2090 
instead of loosing it to The 46th LD. As a result, The 46th LD would need to retain a precincts' 
worth of land that is currently slated to be seeded to the north-east corner of The 36th LD.          
The only controversy around this issue is over us two board members moving into a 
neighbouring LD that have no current need for our abilities on the Executive Board of the 
43rd Legislative District Democrats. My requested change to The Commissions 
recommendation would result in less real-world change over all.     I thank you for your efforts 
to prepare this unfortunate crack that The 36th LDD, Peter House  and myself are in danger of 
falling into. I know your efforts will be recognised as serving the grater good as these changes 
are supported by the Sen. Kohl-Welles, Rep. Dickerson and Rep. Carlyle     Sincerely,     Noel 
Renggli   Secretary & KCDCC Delegate  Washington's Thundering 36th Legislative District 
Democrats 

2/2/12 Dan Deckert   Benton City     SM       I want to take the time to express my UTTER DISDAIN towards the complete IDIOTS that took 
my state representatives away from me that I've worked with in the past few years. The years 
of knowledge, gained by working the members in my community, by Delvin, Klippert and 
Haler have now just been pissed away. In no uncertain terms, this redistricting has nullified 
every voters vote from the past election. Someone(s) up there where you are at are complete 
scum sucking idiots. A balanced population district does not support justice 

3/5/12 Terry Stidom   Atlanta, GA     Letter       Click to view letter from Terry Stidom 

unknown John Miller         Letter       Click to view written testimony from John Miller 

Unknown Unknown Unknown       Letter       Click to view map 

  

http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0047.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/forums/forum_0013.pdf
http://www.redistricting.wa.gov/assets/comments/mail/mail_0053.pdf

