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Paper Map Kit Contents
•	 The	map(s)	you	requested	showing	districts	and	voting	precincts	with	

total	population	per	precinct.
•	 One	BLUE	highlighter	pen	to	trace	CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS.
•	 One	ORANGE	highlighter	pen	to	trace LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS.
•	 Instructions	and	notes	for	drawing	and	submitting	your	redistricting	plan,	

either	electronically	or	on	paper.	
•	 Mailing	label	for	returning	your	completed	map(s)	to	the	Redistricting	Commission,	if	you	choose	the	

paper	option.	

IF YOU ARE NOT USING A COMPUTER:
You	will	need	a	calculator	to	help	you	draw	district	lines.	Follow	the	instructions	below	and	return	your	com-
pleted	map	to	us	in	its	original	mailing	tube.

IF YOU ARE USING A COMPUTER (preferred method):
Use	the	maps	to	help	you	keep	track	of	your	progress	on	the	electronic	maps.	You	do	NOT	need	to	return	the	
maps	to	us	but	you	do	need	to	send	us	back,	via	e-mail,	a	completed,	electronic	spreadsheet,	as	detailed	below.

As you are working, keep in mind that the populations of each of your new districts have to be close 
to equal: 

•	 137,236 people per legislative district 
•	 672,454 people per congressional district 

Whether you are working with Google Earth® or just the paper maps, please keep the following infor-
mation in mind:
•	 County	names	are	followed	by	a	numeric	code	assigned	by	the	U.S.	Census	Bureau.	This	code	is	also	the	

first	two	digits	of	every	precinct	number	in	that	county.	
•	 Changes	made	to	cities	and	voting	precincts	since	January	1,	2010,	are	not	shown.	
•	 Some	cities	and	towns	might	be	combined	with	rural	areas	in	a	precinct.	
•	 Some	precincts	might	have	disconnected	areas	that	are	not	labeled	on	the	map.	If	you	are	using	a	com-

puter,	the	Google	Earth® 	layer	(described	below)	can	help	identify	any	areas	that	might	not	be	labeled.	

I am using a computer. How do I start redistricting?
•	 Go	to	our	website	at	www.redistricting.wa.gov/diy.asp	
•	 Download	the	Excel®	spreadsheet	posted	there	and	save	it	to	your	computer.	The	spreadsheet	contains	

detailed	population	data	for	each	precinct.	
•	 Download	the	Google	Earth	layer	posted	there	(titled	“2010_Precincts.kmz”)	and	save	it	to	your	comput-

er.	You	can	use	the	layer	to	view	all	precincts	in	the	state.	
•	 NOTE:	If	you	don’t	already	have	Google	Earth®	you	will	need	to	download	it	at:		

http://www.google.com/	earth/index.html.	

When	you	have	finished	the	downloads,	follow	these	steps:
1.	 View	the	precincts:	Open	Google	Earth.	Click	“File,”	then	“Open,”	in	the	top	left	corner	of	the	Google	Earth®	

screen.	In	the	dialogue	box,	select	the	precinct	layer	saved	previously	to	your	computer	(2010_Precincts.
kmz).	The	layer	will	then	be	open	and	you	can	zoom	in	or	out,	or	pan	to	any	precinct	in	the	state.	Click	on	
a	precinct	to	view	detailed	population	data	for	that	precinct.
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2.	 Open	the	spreadsheet	you	saved	to	your	computer	to	view	the	list	of	precincts.	Assign	each	precinct	to	a	
congressional	district	by	typing	the	district	number	in	the	NEW	CONGRESSIONAL	DISTRICT	column.	As-
sign	a	legislative	district	by	typing	the	district	number	in	the	NEW	LEGISLATIVE	DISTRICT	column.	
•	 You	can	use	a	leading	zero,	or	you	can	leave	it	out	(you	can	either	type	01	or	just	1).	But	be	consistent	

in	the	style	you	choose.	
•	 At	the	bottom	of	the	spreadsheet	are	tabs	labeled	Congressional	District	Totals	and	Legislative	Dis-

trict	Totals.	The	tabs	take	you	to	worksheets	that	can	keep	track	of	the	total	populations	of	your	dis-
tricts.	To	update	the	population	totals	for	your	districts,	right-click	on	any	cell	in	the	table	and	select	
“Refresh.”

3.	 When	you	are	done,	save	the	spreadsheet	and	e-mail	it	back	to	the	Redistricting	Commission	staff	(david.	
valiant@redistricting.wa.gov	or	nicholas.pharris@redistricting.wa.gov).	That’s	all	they	need	to	draw	the	
map	electronically	for	the	Commissioners	to	view.	You	do	not	need	to	send	us	the	paper	maps.		
WE MUST RECEIVE YOUR SPREADSHEET BY AUGUST 15, 2011.

I am NOT using a computer. How do I get started?
You	will	need	a	calculator	to	help	you	add	up	the	number	of	people	in	each	of	your	districts.	Keep	in	mind	
that	your	district	boundaries	must	follow	precinct	boundary	lines.	

1.	 Draw	your	proposed	district	boundaries	in	pencil	first	and	add	up	the	number	of	people	in	each	district.	
The	total	population	of	each	precinct	is	shown	in	italics	on	the	map,	beneath	the	precinct	number.	

2.	 After	you’ve	made	sure	the	populations	in	your	districts	are	close	to	equal	and	that	your	lines	follow	pre-
cinct	boundaries,	use	the	highlighter	pens	provided	to	trace	along	the	precinct	boundaries:	

•	 Use	the	BLUE	highlighter	pen	to	trace	CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS.

•	 Use	the	ORANGE	highlighter	pen	to	trace LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS.

Note: it is very important that you use these particular colors so our map specialists can quickly interpret your 
plan. If you lose your pens, please try to use similar blue and orange pens to draw your district boundaries.

3.	 If	you	make	a	mistake	drawing	a	district	boundary,	please	make	small	X’s	along	the	
incorrect	line	with	a	blue	or	black	ballpoint	pen.	(See	example)

4.	 If	your	new	district	boundary	follows	a	current	district	boundary,	please	trace	along	the	
line	anyway	to	ensure	that	our	map	specialists	understand	your	plan.	

5.	 If	parts	of	your	congressional	and	legislative	districts	share	a	boundary,	please	use	the	
highlighters	to	draw	two	parallel	lines	along	the	shared	boundary.	(See	example)

6.	 Draw	only	one	congressional	and	one	legislative	redistricting	plan	
per	map	or	set	of	maps.	If	you	want	to	submit	more	than	one	plan,	
please	use	another	set	of	maps.	

7.	 When	you	are	done,	use	the	original	mailing	tube	in	which	you	received	the	map(s)	to	
send	them	back	to	us.	Affix	the	mailing	label	that	arrived	with	your	kit	to	the	outside	of	the	
tube	so	it	covers	your	address.	You	will	need	to	pay	the	postage	to	send	the	plans	back	to	
us.	Another	option	is	to	bring	your	plans	to	our	offices	at	1063	Capitol	Way	S.	in	Olympia.	
Your plan MUST BE POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 15, 2011.

Questions? Need Help?
Call 360-786-0046

E-mail david.valiant@redistricting.wa.gov
Monday – Friday, 8 am to 5 pm
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