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NEW COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICTS—Plerce Coun-
{¥'s commissioners have realigned the houndarles of thelr
districts as indleated on this map furnished by Richard Greco,
county elections superintendent. The major changes in the
Soundaries are in District No. 2, represented by Commission
C==rman Harry Sprinker. Sprague Avenue was the western
Smmdary of his district and that boundary has now been

sk¥fted west fo Orchard Street, hetween S. 19th and $8th streets.
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Between South 80th and %th streets the boundary hetween
Sprinker’s district and District 3, represented by .Wallace Z.
Ramsdell was shifted west from Sprague to Soith Tacoma
Way. The only significant other change was a shift eastward
in the boundary between Sprinker’s district and District 1
represented by Pat Galla betfeen South

treet.
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- The boundaries ¢

BY CARL veST
Seuth Hill Historieal Society
—_— O

Creatinga community
boundary for South Hilljs a

allenging task. Some sayits
just that hilly area to the south
of Puyallup, Others want o re-
fer to it as that significant part
of eastern Pierce County,

The land use folks usea
unique description, Pierce
County Public Works hag its
own boundaries, Then there
are the political borders that
keep shifting every 10 years,

But there is an underlyin
System in place that should be

d

recognized,
As for history, it must be
accepted that South Hill has
not been a part of the United
States for all that long. Most
historical events on the Hill
are dated from about the
early 1850s. Before then,
South Hill was a partofthe
so-called Oregon Country,
which was joint} Y governed
by the United States and
Great Britain, The area was
“0tconsidered a part of
either country at that point
— Dboth claimed it by right of
exploration and settlement,
In 1848, when James Polk
“Was president, the ownership
Question was settled. By teeary,
a boundarvy line between the

WO countries was established
at49 degrees north latitude,
The Oregon Territory, south of
thatline, was then established
by the United States,

Asoneof the first steps in
managing this new landmass,
the federal governmen cre-
ated The Donation [ and
Claim Act of 1850, Among
other things, the lay setupa

i grid system for de-
fining boundaries, .

The grid system specified
that areference pointwasto
be located near the conflu-
ence of the Columbia ang Wil-
lamette rivers, In compliance,
a physical marker, known as
the Willamette Stone, was
placed on a hill just west of
Portland, Ore,

Atheoretical north-south
line was then created thra
that point, named theWilla-
mette Meridian. A secongd line
was formed east-west from
the same point and named
Range.

Using those two lines as
coordinates, the entire Or-
egon Territory could then be
surveyed and identified, The
scheme is the same astheX-y
toordinate system familiar
to all high schoo} geometry
students,

Distance along the Range
and Meridian lines was mea-

NOVEMBER 9, 2015 i

f South Hill

sured in 6-mile increments,
As an example, starting at the
Willamette Stone and pro-

ing east 6 miles would
create a reference point. Then
proceeding north along the
Meridian for 6 miles would
giverise to a second reference
point.

Parallel lines which en-
compassed the two points
created a geometric square of
36 square miles, That area was
given the name Township,

Using thatidea, South Hill
is located fou:'Imehjps east
of the reference pointand 19
Townships north of the same
location,

Surveying of the Territory
started right away, but South
Hill was not mapped until
1872. The surveyor’s name
was William Ballard, the same
Person for whom the Seattle
neighborhood of Ballard was
named,

So the boundaries of South
Hill are essentially those of
Township 19, Itis 35 square
miles in area. Jtis the Historic
Hill. Any other borders are
superimposed on that basic
system.

Carl Vestisilieresonroli direc-
lor for the South Hill Historical
Saciety. He can be reached by
email at cvest0055@pp] com.
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On The Hill

Geography and the
South Hill Historical Society

By Carl Vest, Member South Hill Historical Society

INTRODUCTION

For some five years the South Hill Historical So-
ciety (SHHS) has been going through the process
of establishing itself. A legal corporation has been
formed under IRS Code 501¢(3). Members have
been recruited. A near term officer group has
evolved. Research is being done. Archives are
being created. Debates have been undertaken on
the many issues relating to the establishing and
planning for an organization
that all hope will live in perpe-
tuity. Such activities continue.
However, having acknowledged

BOUNDARIES OF
HISTORICAL SouTH HILL

Moreover, SHHS members need a setting that is
unambiguous for doing research, writing, talking,
and accumulating historical facts.

The basic township designations for the State of
Washington will be used as the starting point for
such a definition. The township system for the
state (thirty-six square miles each) has its center
at a point near the intersec-
tion of the Willamette and
the Columbia Rivers, in the
southwestern metropolitan

this startup and its necessary @D area of Portland, Oregon. An
problem-solving work, one spe- 88THSt | 15THAV/ imaginary north-south line
cific question continues to arise. B «) { through that point is known
It has yet to be answered. It is R ; 'ﬁ T as the “Willamette Merid-
the development of a definition |l | ) | i enmee O ian.” That line extends North
of the geographical area that  n G0 T ay s/ h—h_ 33THAYSE g R into the Puget Sound area.
SHHS should use to establish its WIHELE A3R0 AV SE ‘,p*"'? An imaginary east-west line
boundaries of interest. This pa- i g| y fenoSTE] oL through that same point is
per addresses that question and '.'g e e ? B known as the “Range.” The
presents a proposed solution. [ ( 3 3 Zlisemste B range line extends completely
§ g % 3 3 across the State of Wash-
A FRAME OF REFERENCE ? ~ :«% é ington, in both an easterly
In our local area there now exist, © i [: === =™ and westerly direction. Us-
or have recently existed, a num- -~ ing maps of Washington
ber of official and quasi-official & State, and by inspection, it is
groups that have in various ways st concluded that the northern
developed an identification of location of South Hill within
the geographical limits of South this system, as measured
Hill. Unfortunately, each group 200TH ST E alogg the .me.ridian., could be
has focused only on a definition entirely within, or in parts of,

that is tailored for its own spe-
cific purpose. The Pierce County
Department of Public Works, for example, has

one definition. In the political arena, the County
Council has erected identification signs on several
arterials on the Hill, which taken as a whole tend
to define the South Hill boundaries. Its designa-
tion is different from the one being used by the
Public Works signage. The South Hill Community
Plan developers in their work utilized still another
unique set of boundary locations. The County's
Planning and Land Use Department, through its
South Hill Land Use Advisory Committee (SHAC),
has still another set of definitions. The US Post-
al Service does not adhere to any of the other
schemes. So depending on which group or record
you consult, a different answer will be obtained for
the boundaries of South Hill. There appears to be
no common definition in use.

Since a common South Hill boundary framework
does not exist, a specific one must be established
for SHHS purposes. Such a definition is necessary
so members of the society can work and communi-
cate with each other and with the public at large.

© South Hil Histurical Society, March 2067 Map by Jerry Bates

three Townships: 18N, 19N,
or 20N. Also, again by in-
spection, it is determined that South Hill is located
four townships to the east along the range line.
Thus, a specific location on South Hill might be
designated as being in Township 19 North, Range
4, East (usually written as T19N, R 4 E).

As noted above, within each township the geo-
graphic area is divided into 36 one-mile squares.
Each one-mile square is called a Section. Each
section is numbered, starting with the number 1,
in the northeast corner and ending with 36 in the
southeast corner.

This is the coordinate system that will be used
for defining SHHS boundaries in the geography

of South Hill. It is the same system that is com-
monly used by governmental organizations. Land
surveyors, land title companies, and developers
also use this scheme in their work. The concepts
are well known and the ideas communicate easily.

SOUTH HILL IN THE TOWNSHIP SYSTEM
Using the township grid system as a reference,



where does South Hill fit in? There are valid
considerations for using at least some of the areas
described by three township numbers: 18N, 19N,
& Z0N. As noted above, and by inspection, Range
4, East, appears to be the appropriate range num-
ber to use.

TOWNSHIP 20N, RANGE 4 EAST

Township 20N is the most northern township of
the three under consideration. Most of its area
covers the City of Puyallup and surrounding
tracts. However, the southern row of sections,
numbers 31 through 36 are relevant for adoption
by SHHS when taking into account South Hill's
history. There are at least two rationalizations for
this reasoning.

First, Sections 31 through 36 contain the north-
ern inclines of that geographical area we now call
South Hill. These slopes are clearly shown on early
maps and are particularly visible on an 1864 map,
a copy of which is in the SHHS archives. That
map was drawn from a survey done during the
second quarter of 1864 by Henry I. Beerenson. It
was filed with the Surveyor General's Office on
November 18, 1864,

Secondly, various locations on these slopes are
already a part of several SHHS data banks about
South Hill's historical settlements. Through re-
search it is becoming clear that much of the early
history of South Hill started with migrations up
these hillsides. It is suggested that these move-
ments eventually led to the establishment of foot-
holds further south and on top of the hill. Another
example about the importance of this area comes
from the strong community relationships that are
known to have developed among families near
present-day Woodbine Cemetery. And, also from
the writings from those families whose children
attended the Puyallup Heights School (in present
day terms, located about Meridian Avenue and
103rd Street). It can be argued with some valid-
ity that Section 36 should not be included in this
grouping. But that section does include some of
the eastern slopes of the hill and should be a part
of any SHHS thinking. This recommendation is
further reinforced by an examination of collected
SHHS data involving the Maplewood watershed
and the early Tacoma Power and Water Company.

TOWNSHIP 19N, RANGE 4 EAST

All of what is now commonly called South Hill

fits into Township 19, when considering both the
township's northern and southern boundaries.
Moreover, historically, this area has also been
recognized by other organizations. At one time, for
example, (in the late1960s and early 1970s), there
was a Township Nineteen Association (designated
by the symbol T19A), which was the precursor of
the present day South Hill Community Council. It
can be argued that some of the southern sections
are too far south, but that thinking is about some
of the very southern parts of some sections, and
not the entire section line. So it seems reasonable
that both the northern and southern boundaries
of the township be made South Hill for SHHS pur-
poses. The eastern and western boundaries are
not so apparent and will be discussed elsewhere.

TOWNSHIP 19N, RANGE 4 EAST, EASTERN
BOUNDARY

When topographic maps are consulted, it is noted
that most of the township's eastern sections actu-

ally depict territory in the Puyallup River Valley
and are not descriptive of what would be generally
called South Hill. This is not to say that these
sections are insignificant from the point of view of
historical developments on South Hill. Actually it
is acknowledged that, in the pioneer days, many
of the hill's southern residents used a number of
trails to the east to reach their properties. Before
a road system was developed, it was the only prac-
tical way to reach the Puyallup River, the railroad,
and a market. But after due consideration, it is ra-
tionalized that for purposes of historical data col-
lection the eastern sections of Township 19 should
be excluded from any SHHS definition of South
Hill. Those Sections are 1, 12, 13, 24, 25, and 36,
all of which lie east of the ridge and at lower eleva-
tions.

TOWNSHIP 19N, RANGE 4 EAST, WESTERN
BOUNDARY

On modern maps the western boundary of the
township corresponds to a North-South line on
Canyon Road East. An initial reaction is a feel-
ing that such a boundary is too far west for SHHS
purposes. Inspections of extant early maps, how-
ever, support the idea of Canyon Road as a west-
ern boundary. A 1915 map, for example, displays
settlements throughout Sections 6, 7, 18, 19, 30
and 31 (those sections that border on present day
Canyon Road). Those projects are labeled with
names such as Puyallup Fruit & Garden Tracts
and the Fruitdale Garden Tract [Note: Fruitdale
Gardens on some old maps are identified, but this
project may be more properly identified as the con-
temporary Fruitland Garden tract]. Additionally,
many of these names have been mentioned in data
that SHHS has already collected in interviews with
older residents, as well as from the reading of writ-
ten records generated by a variety of sources.

Some may argue that the southwestern areas of
the township are not historically significant. In
fact, to date SHHS research has not documented
much in the way of historical activity in Sections
19, 30 and 31. It is a valid argument also that
some of this area should be considered to be in
the Frederickson community. But it should not be
overlooked that the Pierce County Heritage Cor-
ridor now exists across Section 19 (the old Military
Road, circa 1840s) and that a historic dump is
located at the approximate intersection of Sec-
tions 19, 20, 29 and 30. To date that dump has
been mentioned in interviews by a number of older
people. It apparently played a significant role in
the early life of local residents from several parts
of the hill. In summary it is acknowledged that
these areas have not yet been subjected to the
level of SHHS scrutiny, as have other parts of the
township. It is believed, however, that when they
receive additional focus a closer connection will be
established with other parts of the township.

Thus, it is specified that the western boundary of
Township 19N (Canyon Road East) be the bound-
ary line for defining the SHHS area of interest.

TOWNSHIP 18N, RANGE 4 EAST

Township 18N is the most southerly of the three
townships being evaluated. When analyzing this
area an initial reaction is that none of it should
be considered as South Hill for SHHS purposes. A
closer examination of its northern row of sections
(Sections 1 through 6), however, and a scrutiny of
data already collected by SHHS, leads to the con-



clusion that the history of South Hill does in fact
extend into these sectors. It can be argued with
considerable authority, of course, that the western
sections are closely related to the Frederickson
area and that the eastern sections fit more into

the Graham tract. But, even granting that such is
true, it does not mean that history stops at specific
geographical points and historical events that hap-
pened cannot be considered in regional thinking.

As an illustration, there is, for example, the paper
I wrote about Meridian Avenue. It includes several
descriptions of that highway, reaching almost to
Graham in some portrayals. Also, on the western
side of the Township, there are numerous connec-
tions to the Old Military Road and the old “dump.”
So there are a number of known and obvious
South Hill connections to the northern parts of
the Township and as such the case is made for
including the northern sections in the SHHS area
of interest.

So it is defined that the northern row of sections
{Sections 1 through 6) in Township 18N, is a part
of the definition of SHHS boundaries.

A SUMMARY USING TOWNSHIP DESIGNATIONS
Using the township designations the SHHS defined
area of interest is as follows:

North: Sections 31 through 36 of Township 20N.
That is, the southern lineof sections in Township
20N.

South: The southern boundary of the first row
of sections in Township 18. That is, Sections 1
through 6 of Township 18N.

East: The bluff overlooking the Puyallup Valley
(i.e., Township 19N, excluding Sections 1, 12, 13,
24, 25, and 36).

West: The western line of Township 19N. Includ-
ing the western lines of Section 31 in T20N and
Section 6 in T18N.

South Hill Historical Society
Officers

President, Yvonne Thorp
Vice-President, Don Glaser
Secretary, Joan Vosler
Research Coordinator, Carl Vest
Treasurer, Ben Peters
Newsletter Editor, Jerry Bates

A SUMMARY USING MODERN DESIGNATIONS

Unfortunately there are not always streets or
roads along all the Section lines in the designa-
tions listed above. For practical purposes, however,
selections can be made using modern streets and
roads, all of which pick up the spirit of the town-
ship designations. Thus, the following are adopted:

North: The northern boundary of the SHHS area
of interest is defined as 88th Street, as designated
by the Pierce County grid system. Where this
line crosses the City of Puyallup, it coincides with
15th Avenue, SE/SW in the City’s system. This is
the southern line of the Western Washington Fair
boundary. So a north line at 88th Street is select-
ed. This does not include all of the southern sec-
tions of Township 20, but does include those areas
adjacent to the South Hill incline that should be
the most important to SHHS.

South: The southern boundary of the SHHS area
is more elusive, as there appears to be no street

or road near the section line. However, again by
inspection, it would appear that a line at 200th
Street would include all the presently known areas
of interest to SHHS. So 200th Street is designated
as the southern boundary. As in the north, this
line does not include the most southern part of the
Sections, but does include known areas of interest.

East: The top of the bluff overlooking the Puyallup
River is designated as the eastern boundary of the
SHHS designation. From time-to-time, as re-
search is undertaken, it may be necessary to pene-
trate this line for specific reasons. But, in general,
the top of the bluff appears to be a reasonable
designation.

West: Canyon Road East is designated the western
most line of SHHS interest.

So in summary the SHHS defined geography of
interest for South Hill extends from 88th Street
in the north, to 200th Street in the south. And,
stretches from Canyon Road on the west, to the
top of the Puyallup River Valley bluff on the east.
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