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To the Washington State Redistricting Commission,
 
Please find attached my written recommendation for the new 44th Legislative
District, with rough maps included, to give you a visual idea of what I would like to
see as the new 44th.
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
Will Brandt
Resident of Lake Stevens
 
*Attachment
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June 15th, 2011


To the Washington State Redistricting Commission,

Growth along State Route 9 in Snohomish County has experienced substantial growth over the past decade, which is no surprise why the 44th Legislative District must shrink in size by about 19,000.


I would like to propose that communities located along this highway corridor between the City of Marysville to the north and the Snohomish/King County line to the south be located within the 44th Legislative District.  These communities include the cities of Lake Stevens and Snohomish, the Getchell Hill, Sunnyside, and Whiskey Ridge neighborhoods in the eastern ridge of the city of Marysville, and the unincorporated communities of Machias, Cathcart, Clearview, and Maltby.  These communities are suburban to semi-suburban in nature, east of the more urban communities along the Interstate 5 corridor, and west of the more rural communities of the Cascade foothills.  State Route 9 is what links our communities together, so I feel it is appropriate to ensure all of these are located in the same legislative district.  We share many of the common issues such as transportation, especially with State Route 9, pressure from growth and development moving east into our district, and a desire to create an improved employment infrastructure. 


My recommendations are as follows:


1.  Keep the cities of Lake Stevens and Snohomish, as well as the community of Machias completely in the district


2.  Keep the Sunnyside and Whiskey Ridge neighborhoods and include all of the Getchell neighborhood, all that lie in the eastern ridge of the City of Marysville in the district – this is the area east of Sunnyside Boulevard/67th Avenue, west of State Route 9, and south of 108th Street NE

3.  Make the western boundary of the district to follow the eastern boundary of the Southwest Snohomish County Municipal Urban Growth Area.  This ensures that the areas currently incorporated, as well as unincorporated and planned for future annexation, remain intact with Everett, Mill Creek, and Bothell:

· Move the areas inside Everett city limits currently and areas planned for future annexation outside of the 44th

· Move the entire portion of City of Mill Creek and areas planned for future annexation outside of the 44th – Mill Creek is more associated with Bothell, linked by SR 527, and these two cities, and their future annexation areas, should be in the same district

· Move the area of the 1st Legislative District east of Bothell’s eastern Urban Growth Boundary into the 44th, which pulls in the communities of Clearview, Cathcart, and Maltby into the district, which have a more common association to the 44th than to the 1st

 4.  To avoid an abnormal boundary of the new district, move the area of 39th Legislative District that is south of the 44th, north of the 1st, and west of City of Monroe into the district


One of our State Representatives and our State Senator both reside in Lake Stevens, and our other State Representative resides in Snohomish.  Removing the portions of Everett and all of Mill Creek from the 44th Legislative District will have no impact on our representatives, while ensuring the 44th remains the competitive district is has been for the past decade.

I understand that these exact boundaries may not be 100% feasible, due to the requirements of redistricting, as some adjustments may need to be made along the outer boundaries; however, it is my request that you consider having State Route 9 as the backbone for the 44th Legislative District, to ensure that the cities of Lake Stevens and Snohomish, the Marysville neighborhoods of Getchell Hill, Sunnyside, and Whiskey Ridge, and the unincorporated communities of  Machias, Cathcart, Clearview, and Maltby can be placed into a single district.


Thank you for your consideration,


Will Brandt


Resident of Lake Stevens 


Maps Enclosed


Eastern boundary of Snohomish County Southwest Municipal Urban Growth Boundary

Source: http://gis.snoco.org/maps/permits/viewer.htm
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Proposed Boundary Adjustments to the 44th Legislative District


Source: http://gis.snoco.org/maps/voting/viewer.htm
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1 – Portion of Marysville currently in the 38th to add into the 44th

2 – Portion of 44th to remove (Everett and Mill Creek MUGAs)


3 – Portion of 1st, east of Bothell, to add into the 44th

4 – Portion of 39th, west of Monroe, to add into the 44th

Rough Boundaries of the New 44th Legislative District
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Includes cities of Lake Stevens and Snohomish, southeast Marysville (Getchell Hill, Sunnyside, and Whiskey Ridge neighborhoods) and communities of Machias, Cathcart, Clearview, and Maltby





